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LINGARD'S 
HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 



CHAPTER I. 

CHARLES II. 



Th u h he second of the seci'et treaties with France a. n. 
ha.<i be oacluded in January, the ratificalious were 1671. 
n b nged till June, at which time it is probable 

a Ch es hail consented to engage in Ihe projected 
V a„ n the States, and to postpone to an indefinita 
pei'iod the announcement of his conversion. Louis had 
Rli-eady sent presents to the commissioners mho signed 
the secret treaty at Dover ; he now sent others to Buck- 
ingham, Ashley, and Lauderdale, who had signed llie 
second treaty in June. In this there was nothing 
unusua.1 : but, to bind the leading ministers mora 
strongly to his interesls, he granted a pension of ten 
thousand livres to lady Shrewsbury, the mistress of 
Buckingham ; and, when a similar pension was de- 
clined by Arlington, bestowed a magnificent present ou 
hia wife*. The only privy counselloi'S intrusted with 

■n<lryiDi>Ult.31, SS. Burklnghniti, to enhance the merit nf hit 
eervli^, msEiUJ Umt ihe Spuilacds had offend hip SOg.OUOf. Cnlber^ 
vol,. XII. 1 
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the secret of the king's connexion with I-ouis vera 
Arlington, Clifford, Bupkingham, Ashley, and I.autiir- 
diilc; who formed tlie cabinet or iiahal, in which, ac- 
cording to the praclii^e introduced by Claieiidon, every 
measure was debalfiiJ and delermiiied beliire it was 
Kulirailted. for the sake of fonn, to tlie couside ration of 
the council. 

1°. Of these ministers, ArUn<;ton, originally sir Henry 
Bennet, had signalized himself in the civil wai'. during 
which he received a sabre wound in the face. From Ma- 
drid, where he resided as ambassador from the king, ha 
was recalled and introduced into the ministry by the ene- 
mies of Ciarezidon. To strength of mind or brilliiinoy of 
porta he had few pretensions; but he was an easy and 
pleasing speaker, was well acquainted with the routine 
of business, and covered the deepest cunning under ilie 
most insinuating address. As the best broil man in 
the English omrt, lie acquired the favour of tlie king 
and of ibe fbreiga noblemen whom business or pleasure 
brought to the capital; and Charles, as a proof of his 
1072. ea teem, caused the lord Harry, afterwards the duke of Graf- 
Ai^. ton, his son by lady Oastlemaine, whom he had created duch- 
S- ess of Cleveland, tomarry thedangliterof Arlin;(ton,a moat 
Oeautiful child only five years old. In the cabinet tlie 
prudence of this minister shrunk from I erespon h i ty 
of leing the foremost to sugi^est or to d tend measu es 
of doubtful tendency; and his trad v fe wards 
proved his safeguard. It was taken fo mo le a o 
and served to mitigate the displeas re an 1 s a ent 
of the people. He retained to the la t the f ou ot 1 s 

2°. The influence which Clifford, by his industry and 
eloquence, had acquired in tlie house of commons, bad 



• L{r«Df Jiiinu,LS9d. ClaniiiL Pup. Hi. ijun. luxL U^yn, II. 371. 
431. Mui^uh. i. 4tl. lluriKt,i.l7U. niusiuWa LiHi. UL 19& Wolu 
er;Jki>m>ld,diilueIlliuUtitham,lLSt. ' ' 
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A.U. i Q; 1.] THE UIN1STERS. 3 

uriginally recommended him to the notice of the minis- 
tire; and, uudei' llie patronage of All in ijl on, he hail ra- 
pidJy advanced in prerernieiit. He now held tlie olflces 
of pvivy oouiiselioi-, treasui'er of the household, ami com- 
missioueL' of the treasury. He was bcave, generous, aai 
ambitious; conetant in liis friendsliips, otiii open in hia 
resentments; a minister with clean hands in a corrupt 
court, and endued with a mind capable of. furininfr, and 
a heart ready to execute, the boldest and most haiardoua 
projects. The king soon learned to prefer his services 
before those of his more cautious patron*. 

3°. With Buckinjjham. his levity and iinmorality, his 
ambition and extravagance, the reader is aheady ac- 
quainted. Even when he was considered (he prime 
miiiisler, pleasure formed his favourite pursuit. He 
turned the night into day, and indulged in every iiensuat 
gratiftcaliun "which nature could desire, or wit invent." 
Charles, much as he was amused with the follies of the 
duke, frequently treated him with cnntempt : - his 
princely fortune <a landed esfate of '20,00Ql.) insensibly 
disappeared ; his mind became enfeebled wiih his body ; 
and lie linjtered out the last years of his life in penury 
and disgiace*. 

4° Ijiuderdalemodeitthe great object of his policy 
to advance his own fortune by securing the royal lavour. 
He was ungainly in his appearance, and boisterous in 
his manner; but his experience in business, his ready 
acquiescence in every wish of the sovereign, and the 
boldness with which he ridiculed the apprehensions and 
predictions of his colleagues, endeared bim to tlie mo- 
narch. It was not in Lauderdale's disposition to allow 
principles, either political or religious, to inlerfore with 
his interest. A sincere friend to ihe covenanl, lie made 
it the cjinstant subject of ridicule ; a violent enemy 
to the catholics, lie lent his support to every mea- 
sure in their favour; and, with a strong predilection 



North't livia. L S;. 



renvB. CumtpoiiOonw, v. 79. Mm] 
iciili. i. «7. iveljn, il. 3iS. Cluro 
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4 CBARLB9 II. [CIIAP. I. 

towards n limited and constitutional monarchy, he fear- 
lessly executed in his native country the most arbitrary 
detL-rminatiuna of the government. For iliese reasons 
he had numeruus buemies amon;; the dissenters, and the 
jueu of Liberal pvinciples; and, on another accuunt, ha 
had incurred the liatred of uU the cavaliers lioili Bnglish 
andSoolB. He was accused of having been a principal 
in tlie sale of Chaiies I. to the parliameut, and of having 
received a considerable portion of tlie money. But the 
efforts of his countrymen to bring bim into disgrace re- 
coiled on their own heads. The king remained hb 
friend ; MidiUeton, the chief of his enemies, was re- 
moved from the government of Scotland, and that high 
office, after a decent interval, was bestowed on Lauder- 
dale himself. But his triumph served only to multiply 
his enemies. The English cavaliers look U|> the oausu 
of their northern bretbien. and waited with impatience 
for the favourable opportunity of gratifying their ven- 
geance by accomplishing the downfall of the Scottish 
favourite*. 

5°. Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper formerly possessed 
the ear of Cromwell ; at llie restoration, through the in- 
fluence of Monk, whose friendship he had gained, and 
of Soutiiamptun, whose niece he had mai'jied, he was 
appointed chancellor of the exchequer, and soon after- 
wards called to the house of lords by the title of baron 
Ashley, When Charles said of him that he was "the 
" weakest and wickedest man of the age," the king cou- 
Bulied his anger more than his judgment. Ashley pos' 
sessed talitnts of the highest order, but made tliom 
subservient to his passion and interest, As lon^ as the 
royal cause promised to be successful, he was careful to 
suggest the must arbitrary measures and to support them 
' Bnniet'B Own Time {Oxford reprint in 1833), i. Hi. Claranflmi, 61. 

bcMdlng QStce, Qnt opeii\j by the miijoritj of rota, but secj^y by way of 

tallM, w pr6T - ' -■- ■-'— --" -■-- —'-' 

Among Uie uu 

JQiBccL Aiil. Jb 
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at the expense of liberly and justice: but, when (he oti: ■ 
rent turned, when the sph'it of discontent, which am 
mated llie huuse of coninions, led him to anticipate a 
failure, he digested himself of iiis employment at coui-u 
and, fioraing forward as the chamiiion of popular riglir, 
" usurped a patriot's all-atoning name.' But wiiethet 
he served the king, or the king's opponents, he was stiU 
the same chavacter. dieplaying in his conduct a singular 
fertility of invention, a reckless contempt of principle, 
and a readiness to sacrifice the rights of others in .the 
pursuit of his object, whether it were the acquisition of 
power, or the gratification of revenge*. 

Of these Ave ministers, Lauderdale adhered to the 
Scottish covenant ; Bucltinghara, with all his ridicule of 
bishops and sermons, called himself an orthodox church- 
man ; and Ashley was supposed to belonji; to no church 
whatever. Of Arlington and CiiiFord, it has often been 
said that Ibey wore catholics. But hitherto they had 
cerfaifilv professed themselves protestants, though, per- 
haps Ik ma y o 1 ers, for no belter reason tiian be- 
ca e p testant m was in fashion. For, durinj; the 
re lut n f tl o last twen^ years, the immorolily of 
the ojal ts. Ihe cant of the fanatics, and the successive 
pre ale « of cant ary doctrines in the pulpits, hud, 
eap ally an o the higher classes, unsettled religious 
opnn ded el men indifferent to particular Tornis 
of worship. It may, however, be that the knowledge of 
the duke's conversion, and of the king's sentiments, 
made improsaion on Arlington and Clillord. The lat- 
ter certainly embraced the catholic faith before the close 
of the Dutch war; Arlington continued aprotesmnt til! 
his last sickness, when be was reconciled to the church 
of RomeV. 

These were the ministers, with whose assistance 



• Maonh. 70. DiJt]Dip1e, II. 35. BudM, i. 164, 5. 
+ IoMnylS71,Evrivnftnm ( 



Ml. 3BJ.) lu H»; ItTS. 
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Charles detennined to engage in the war against ti: 
Stales ; a wac from whiuh he promised lo himsell' b 
abundant harvest of piDtlt and glory, in ihe hiimiiiaiio 
of a rppublio, the prosperity of which held out tu his sul 
jects the example of successful TebelHun ' 
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arULB) thBp^naniEf^prflBEUtiligUlaMolitBgtuu CBuV- dtl LwLiSt T, 40& 
rehai, 1(,72.. 
i It snrns ilDubtrul wllb vbmn IhtuneuuranTlalDsteil. Evrlyn as. 
ligiMiilotltTlirmBa CllfluidCliinrj, a. 381.885), iirabBblyW.iKB he 

»l»llllriho»illa lord Ashlcj) nliD in (hr Lib of James, " II Ban lie 
-(Aahlev) wlia ailvtard Itae ihntilitK up, the eighcquer." Lifr, i. <I8B. 
See h1» Bnciwt, i. SH. SlianKiliiii; liimseirin a lettsc la Lacks t Ule 1^ 
L<iidKiae,i.6S.)clTnitonie rFesDiilwt|v,DMb<>,but ClllKiril, should bo 
Ihouilil tEe anthoi ofii: liut (hf em wllfi whlc^ he aioidi a dlieet iteulal 
profokee BUa^doQ Uut the ehai^ wu well fbatul^d. 
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CHAP. I.] SHUTTING UP OE THE EXCHEQUER. 7 

of twelve months, which would permit the king to de- 
vole the whole of his income to the purpose* of the war ; 
and 2°. to arlil the intecest nuw due to the cupiui, and 
to allow six per cent, inteiest on this new stuck, which 
would aiToi'd a reaaonatde compeneatioa lo the holder'^, 
for any incoiiTeiiience which thej might suffei fiom tlie 
dplay. Cliffoid, as one of the commisaioners of llie 
ti'easury, earned this pioject fiora the cabinet to the 
privy council, he endeaioured to defend it on the 
ground of state iieceasitj , and requested that iii 
ber would raise objections, unless he were j: 
offer some other expedient equalh produc 
equally expeditious* Clifford «aa supported by Ash- 
ley; the councd gave its consent, and the suspen 167 
eion Sas announced by proclomit on to the puhln It J»i> 
staled that the safety of the kingdom rendered it neces- ^■ 
sary to furbid the payment of any money out of the ex- 
chequer ill virtue of existing warrants and secufilies, 
but promised that the creditors should receive "interest 
" at the rale of six per cent. ; that no person whatsoever 
" should he defrauded of anything that was justly due, and 
"that the j'estraint should not coniitiue any longer than 
"one yeart," By this iniquitous act, a sum of about 
1,3110,000^. was placed at the disposal of the ministers : 
but the benellt was dearly purchased with the loss of 
popularity and reputation. Many of the hankers, who 
bad placed their money in the exchequer, failed ; a 
general shock was given to the commercial credit of the 
counli'y, and numbers of annuitaiils, widows, and or- 
phans were reduced lo a state of tlie lowest distress^. 

In this attempt the five minislers could not fail of 
success ; in the next they met wilh a signal defeat. 
It was known that in the month of March a fleet 
of Dutch merchantmen, laden with the commerce of the 
Levant, would pass up the Channel; and a resolution 

• Templi'. ii, m. 

t D*clBj'Bilon. in tho Savoy, by tho kins'" riinWrj. 
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was taken to capture them as lawful prizes, without any 
previau^) dectaralion of war. To Ihe olijeclion ibat such 
conduct wouli! resemble the rapacity of tlie pirate and 
the liL(;hwayman, it Mas replied, tbat ai'rogance and 
avarice had led the HoUaiiders to trample on all fh« re- 
ceived usages of civilized nations, and that they could 
not reasonably complain, if ihey received in return such 
treatment as they had already inflicted upon others", 
TheSlateSjUomevec, were not to he taken unawares. Tha 
immense prepnratians of Louis had opened their eyes to 
the dan^r which menaced them ; and tbe recall of 
Temple, who had negotiated the triple league, with the 
J^'I-raission, in his place, of Downing, a man bo hateful in 
'^'^- Holland, that he fled hack to England toescape the ven- 
1672, geanee of tbe mob t, taught them tosuspect that Charles 
Feb. was the secret ally of the Fi'ench kin;;. Under this im- 
6. pression, tliey were careful to furnish pralectioQ to their 
merchantmen, and to acquaint their naval commanders 
with the possibility of a sudden rupture between the two 
naliona. The task of intercepting the Dntch lleet liad 
been intrusted by the English ministers lo Sir Robert 
Holmes, who received orders to lake under his command 
all the ships which be should find at Porlsmouth, or 
Har. should meet at sea. Helmes. at the back of the I^le of 
3, Wight, saw the squadron of Sir Edward Spragge, which 
had recently destroyed the Algerine navy in the Medi- 
terranean; but, unwilling that another should obtain 
any share in the glory and protit of the enterprise, suf- 
fered him to pass by. The next morning he descried his 
object, sixty sail of merchantmen, many of them well 
3. armed, under convoy ofsoven uieii-of-war. Van Nesse, 
the Dutch admii-al, saw the design ol Holmes, and so 
admirably did he dispose his force, so, gallantly was he 
seconded by the officers and men under his command, 
that he completely bafflecl all the effarts of his enter- 



, Ttmple, iL ISO. 
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prising opponent. During the night the English adraiial 
received a reinfoiiiemenl ; in the morning herenewed the 
action : and at last succeeded in cutting off one man of 
war and four merchantmen two of whii h pro\ed oFcon 
sidecahle value. The fa lure uas (.eitainlv owins; to the 
presurapiion and ambition of Holmes To Cliailes it 
became a subject of hitter diBappointment both as it 
diiiiinislied the pecumaiy resourLcs on nhich he lial 
reckoned, and as it covered him and his adviseiswith 
disgrace: for both his subjects and forei^neta united 
in condemning the attempt, which they would probably 
have applauded, had it been crowned with success * 

During tlie last war wilh Holland the counsels of 
government had been diatiacted and the moat seiious 
alarm had been repeatedl) estc led by the close and 
dangei'ous eorcespondence betaeen the toreiun enemy 
' and the malcontents within the kingdom Since that 
period the number of the ktter had been multnilied by 
the intoleiant enactments against thedissenteis, and to 
apply a remedy to the evil the king's advisers detei mined 
to carry into execution his favourite project of mil uigence 
to lender consciences. With this view, a declaration was 
puhlisbed, staling that the experience of twelve years had Mar. 
proved the inefficacy of coercive measures in matters of '5. 
religion; that the king found himself" obliged to make 
" use of that supreme power iu ecclesiastical matters 
" which was not only inherent in him, but had been de- 
" clared and recognised to be so by several statutes and 
" acts of parliament ; '' that it was his intention and re- 
Bolutioa to maintain the church of England in all her 
rights, possessions, doctrine, and government; that it 
was moreover hia will and pleasure that " all manner of 
" penal laws In mattersecclesiastical, against whatsoever 

• Tames, L 45S. Macph, Pap. 1. SB. Mmoll, ii. 47S. Heilli. S82. 
No4nU\i«..iHlins Ihls .llBtk, both pMlifS Mlhfiillj obiOtTcl llnj ^to- 

ptrUsadTenahinaiadebBHHvtiataniiefrabaiidaDtiii. Pamoate vli. #7- 



dhy Google 



10 CHAHLES II. [chap. t. 

" sort of non-conformists or recusants, should be from 
" tliat day suspended ; " and thnl lo take away sll pre- 
tence for illegal or sediiious conventiules, he would 
license a auHicient nuniliev of pluces and teachers for llie 
exercise of religion among the iliesenters, which plnrcit 
and teachers so liuen^ed should be under the proTention 
of the civil magistrate ; but that this benefit of public 
worship should not be extended to the catholics, who, if 
they sought to avoid molestation, must couBne tlieir re- 
ligiaus assemblies to private houses *." 

This declaiation, like tlie former, had been moved in 
the council by Clifford, and seconded by Ashley : the 
provision respecting the catholics was added lo satisfy 
the scruples of the lord keeper. By the public it was 
received with expressions of applause or vitupeiatinn, as 
men were swayed by interest or religion. lis opponents 
complained that it tolerated pnpery, and conasqiieotly 
idolatry; that, by afibrding encouragement to Eichism, 
and the opportunity of meeting to ihe I'actious, it must 
tend to weaken the stability both of the church and of Ihe 
throne ; anJ'that it claimed for the king a power sub- 
versive of a free conslitution, — the power of dispensing 
with the laws. In reply, it was contended by the advo- 
cates of indulgence, that religious opinion was beyond 
tbe coulrol of government, and that no people could be • 
powerful abroad, aa long as they were divided by dis- 
sension at home ; that the public exercise of (heir worship 
was still forbidden to the catholics ; that the indulgence, 
by removing religions discontent, was calculated to 
strengthen b^th the church and the throne; that no 
claim was set forth by the king, which did not by ancient 
usage belong to the crown ; and that, of necessity, the 
power of dispensing with the law in matters ecclesiastical 
grew out of the ecclesiastical supremacy, and ia civil 
matters, out of the very nature of government; for no 
form of government could he perfect, in which the ex- 

• Pari. HiBl.iv. 615. 
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ecuEive powei' did not possess the means of providing for 
the exigencies of the state durins; tbe intervals when the 
legislative power was not assembled: that to dispense 
trilli tlie penal laws respecting religion hud been tlie 
practice of every sovereign sinue the reformation; and 
that the king himself, during the late war with Holland, 
had suspended the trade and navigation acts without 
exciting contradicliuD or murniur. The result showed 
the power of interest over principle. Thedissentevs,who 
hud been in the Labit of uonGning: within the narrowest 
limits the pretensions of the crown, gratefully aecujiled 
the indulgence, and presented by thejc ministers an ad- 
dress of thanks to the kiag ; while the ardent friends of 
orthodoxy began to dispute their own doctrine of passive 
obedienc*, and to think that the prerogative ought to be 
fettered in those cases, ia which it might operate in op- 
position to their own claims and prepossessions *. 

In "a Tow days appeared the English and French de- 
clarations of war. Louis was content to assert that, 
after the many insults which he had suiTered IVom the 
arrogance of the Stales, to dissemble his resentment 
would be to detract from his glory. Charles condescended njai 
to enumerate the several causes of his displeasure, the 17. 
unwillingness of tbe States to regulate with him ac- 
cording to treaty the commerce of the two nations in the 
East Indies, their perlidioiis detention of the English 
traders in S^urinam, their refusal to strike to bis tla^ in 
the naiTow seas S- ; and the repeated insults vvhlcii liad 
been offered to him personally by injurious medals and 

■5tatlheMiMrlIciilar»BBai™«nin«, •pePnihBr.SSl— 8. Pnrl.Hlit. 
It. Arp IlLKliL AilIugloD In asuuiRiii 66. Jnmiie, 1. 4.15. Uisufim 
raid, bnl n-italnly viibuut Hnllmillf , IbHl tlis latd kKi.prrrt.hgMl lu iint 

ive brsu dianimrd In Uiinli IhitHUit ot Nan^bri. 
-I- Tlir nfMO'luUoiu nu this niljael stiuir llut lbs ktng a1s<nwil m niieht 

" Von mnit alnn].| know loy mimT ni.il rpaulHIit.ii," Mva ('hdrlt4 to 
PuwoiaS' " ■« not nbly to Inttit n|iou the hiivini: cdv ll^i;^ Bnluled x^hiMLoa 
•• tlii4r *ai? ilKRvt (u !i v'ui Hlwiiyi innetiKd), but lii liuriig my ib>- 
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defamatory publications. It was his duty to t 
the honour of his crown, to*preserve tlie trade and com- 
merce of the nation, and to protect from oppression the 
persons of his subjec^ts. But, if this consideration com- 
pelled him (o appeal to arm-*, it was still his intention to 
" maintain the true intent and scope of the treaty of 
" Aix-la-Chapelle," in allalliances which he "had made, 
" or should make, in the progress of the war, to preserve 
" the ends thereof inviolable, unless provoked to the 
April" contrary*." In a few days the king of Sweden, the 
'*■ second party to the triple alliance, acceded to the designs 
of Charles and Louis, and, under the specious pretence 
of preserving the peace of Germany, bound himself by a 
second treaty, to make war on any prince of the empire, 
who should undertake to aid the States in the approach- 
ing mar between them and the king of France ■?, 

Hie Dutch were the first at sea; nnJ De Ruyter, with 
seventy-five raen-of-war, and a, considerable nurabei' of 
fire-ships, stationed himself between Dover and Calais, 
to prevent the intended junction of the French and Eng- 
lish tleets. The duke of York could r 






than forty sail at the Nore ; but with these he contrived, 

•Pari. Hlse. iv. BIS. Diimont, vl), 163, 4. "Yet," u^ M.nen, 

" b-OhdlwlIa unwl lo HCqLiiiKCD La Iheir fifimBE CiinquestB 1q FUndera j 

lell, U. 4S3.) TM>, tluHigli it ban bnu repantad Imudndi ol times. Is Du 
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A..D. 16"2.] BATTLB 0¥ SOUTHWOLD BAY. 13 

under the cover of a fog. to pass unnoticed by the enemy, May 
and, proceeding to St, Helen's, awaited the arrival of the "■ 
French squadron under D'Estices. The combined fleet '"' 
now sailed in seareii of the enemy, whom ihey diaooverod 
lying before Ostend, But the prudeuce of De Ruytur 19. 
refused to engage even on equal terms. Availing hira- 
Belf of the shallows, he kept hi^ opponents at hay. and 
baltted all their manceuvres with a skill which eKtorl«d 
their admiration. At last he reached Goree, and the 
duke relurned to Southwold bay, that his ships might 
take in their full complement of men and provisions *. 

In a few days, De Ruyter learned, from thecaptain of 
a collier, the situation and employment of the English 
fleet. He suddenly resolved to become the aggressor, 27. 
sailed from Goree in the evening with his whole force, 
and would probably have surprised hia enemies at author, 
had it not been for the sagacity of Cogolin, the com- 
mander of a French frigate. That officer, on account of 
his ignorance of the coast, had cast anchor durini; the 
night at a distance of some miles fiom Southwold ba} 
At the first dawn he descried two Dutch msu of war cf ^■ 
equal force, nhich immedLitely biought to and stood 
from him, and, concluding fiom these motions thit the 
main body could not be far distant, he diachiiged his 
guns in succession as a signal James immediately 
ordered every ship to get under weigh, and take her 
station in the line but the wind was easteily dnd the 
tide to leewaid and not moie than twenty sad could 
form to meet the enemy The duke, with a part of the 
red squadron, opposed De Rujtei, and thelleet fiom the 
Maese ; the earl of Sandwich, with part of the blue. Van 
Ghent and the fleet from Amsterdam. DEatrfies re- 
ceived Banker with the ships from Zeeland : but both 
stoodunder easy sail to the southward, and, as they never 
came to close action, suffered comparatively but little 
iqjuryt. 

• Juuia, L 157-61. Miace!. Aul. 69, 70. 
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Seldom has any battle in our noval annals been more 
stubbornly contested. The English had to struggle 
with a hold and experienced encmv. and a<^inst (he 
most fearful disparity of force., Tlieii- ships were so 
intermingled among the multitude of their opponents, 
that they could afford little support to each olher; still 
they fouglit with tbe most despurate courage, hoping to 
proiract the action till they could he joined hy the 
remainder of the fleet in the hay. About eleven o'clock, 
the duke's ship, the Prince, of one hundred guns, had 
lost above one-third of her men, and lay a motionless 
wreck on the water. Having ordered her to be towed out 
of danger, he passed through the windoiv of the caliin 
into his shallop, rowei! through the enemy's fire, and 
unfurled the royal standard in the St. Michael.of ninety 
guns*. 

The enrl of Sandwich, in the Royal James, repeatedly 
beat off the enemies hy whom he was surrounded, 
carried by hoarding a seventy-gun ship which lay athwart 
his hawse, and killed Van Ghent, the commander of the 
Amsterdam squadron: hut, after an engagement of 
eiji:ht hours, the Royal James became unmanageable ; 
of two Are-sliips which approached, one was sunk hy 
her guns, the seconi! grappled her on the larboard side; 
and in a few minutes that noble vessel was enveloped in 
flames. The duke, from a distance to leeward, saw the 
blue Hag towering above a dense column of smoke, and 
ordered the Dartmouth, and a number of boats to hasten 
to the assistance of the crew. Between two and three 
hundred were saved ; the rest, with their gallant com- 
mander,, perished in the waves t. 

1»-bI>[i>s, that the dukiia- 
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A.D, 1672.] VICTURV OF THE ENGLISH, 15 

During the afternoon, the olher ships joined the fleet, 
and the eombatanla began to fight on a footing of 
equality. About ti\e if was veported to the duke, that 
the St. Michael could with dilficulty be kept alioat, nii 
account of the injury which she bad received in her 
hull; and trusting 3.i;nia to his shallop, he transported 
his flag to the London. De Ruyter was the first to 
sbrink from the conflict. He sailed abuut i^esen to 
overtake the Zeeland squadron ; and most of the £ng- 
hah took the opportunity of joining D'Estrees to leewurd, 
while the duke, with five-and-twenty sail, remained to 
the windward of the enemy. Thus terminated this 
bloody and obstinate engagement. While we give due 
praise to the conduot of the Dutch adcuiral, and to the 
bravery of his men, we must not foffiet that, with all the 
disadvantages of surprise, and wind and tide a<^inst 
them, the oool and deierrained courage of Ihe Enyilish 
'Obtained the victory. They lost one, their opponent 
three ships of the line *. 

In the morning, the two divisions of the English lleet May 
joined, ami it was determined to proceed to the Nore; ^^• 
but iff a short lime De Buylor, who had sailed to the 
southward, re appeared ; and Jaraes ordered the line to 
be formed, and iua.de the signal to bear down on the 
enemy, Tliey immediately fled; a general chase was 
ol-dered, and twice the Dutth ships, which had been dis- 
abled in the late action, were on Uie point of falling into 
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the hands of the pursuers, and as often saved by the 
timely intervention of a fog. On (he second day the 
May Dutch found 11 secure shelter within the Wierings ; and 
the Engliuli Heet returned in triumph to the river *. 

By land, the storm, which had so long menaced the 
Slates, soon burst on their most distant frontier. Louis 
had placed himself at the head of more than one 
hundred thousand men, and was assisled by the coun- 
sels of CondS and Turenne. Orsoi, Burick, Wesel, and 
Rhinberg, fortresses on the Rhine, in the possession of 
Dutch garrisons, opened their gates ; the river itself was 
passed near Schenok in the face of the enemy; Arn- 
heim, Naerden, Utrecht, Daventer, Zutphen, and Nime- 
guen submitted; three out of the seven provinces were 
torn from the republic, and the French outposts esta- 
blished ihemselves in the vicinity of Amsterdamt. At 
first the States seemed to abandon themselves to de- 
spair: they wei'e roused to exei'lion by the approach of 
the enemy, and the sympathy of Europe. The Louve- 
slein fiiction, hitherto the ally of Fi'aiice, sunk into in- 
si^niBcance; the prince of Oranfre wos declared cap- 
tain-general of the army, and admiral of the fleet; pro- 
mises of succour were obtained from the emperor, the 
kin^ of Spain, and the e1eo!or of Brandenburg; and 
attempts were made to detach Charles from his alliance 
with the French monarch. The king, indeed, began to 
waver. The success by sea had notanswered his expec- 
tations : the conquests of Louis threatened to provoke a 
general war in Christendom ; and a rupture between 
France and Spain would not only overturn the treaty of 
Aix-la-Cliapel!e, but also deprive his subjecls of the 
Spanish trade, the most profitable branch of British 
commerce. With his son, the duke of Monmouth, who, 
at the head of six thousand British soldiers, served in 
the French army, were joined, as plenipotentiaries. 
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BupIi Ingham, Arlmglon, and Savile, Intely created June 
vistoimt HalilJX. Iha tliiee Utter re|iaiied to llii; 12. 
Ha^ue, wheie tliei dssuved tile Slates of ihe pacific ilia- 
poaiiion ol their Hoveieign*, and ibeiice, ai-coiiipanied 
by dtputie!! haaCenud to the camp of Uie Ftenc.li 
inonaicli it Heeawitk, where, in union with Monmuuth, . , 
tbej si/ned -i neiv tiealy, binding tile two kings to act g_' 
inconteit, .ind never to conclude a peace but liy joint 
consent. Tlie p t d m d f CI I \ L 

wete then c mm t d t 1 D h 1 

Chiirles, on hi | eq U tl b fp tl 

dignity of stad ii Id t h p f O ti 

honour of the fl g -ta k wl d t h t E gl d 

was mistress of th a, tl y 'y P y ' f 

10,aOUi. fur pe ss t U b tl B I ast 
demnincationf h 1 g f ti b t 

of one million t 1 g d 1 p f Fl 1 g 

Guree, end tb ^bb g f ' ^ 

the payment Lt tfedt ttlh^ 
vinoes which h h d q d li tl tb 

States should d t h m I pi a;, tl y 1 I f 
merly wrested fnaS| d h|tfbt 

tory as lay on the left bank of the Rhiiie; should pay 
to liim an indemni Heat ion of seventeen millions of 
livres ; should yearly offer him a gold medal in acknow- 
ledgment of his forboatanre, but in reality as a salisfao- 
tiun for (he insulting medai which they struck at the 
conclusion of the triplo alliance, and should grant lo 
their catholic subjects the free exercise of the catbulic 
worship^. The Stales, at the persuasion of the prince 

• Vhi^n BiicklDKbnm HHnrrd l1iei1an'ai[n'piiDcc»<>ri>rsnK". Ilial IJify, 

inmi'ilii vvtiE.' TeiDulis li, sell. 

t Dun...al, Tli. Mi. (L S. MiUflL Aid. 71.72. In tlie UDllnl and the 
mnjrblunrlDiE p^i^tHVB th^ cailiuUi-t nud onibvuntA n^^n* ittif^rmiawi Im 
conviti'Fdhla numbervalld tlia fuloleT;! 
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of Orange, indignantly rejeeled theae pioposala They 
opened their dikes, the counlrj «a3 j.laced under 
water ; and the pco^tess of the Fiein.h a'ms was sus- 
pended. 

From this moment the war hegan to languish both by 
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noured BucUnghain and Arlinglon with the oider ot the 
garter. Fur a while Shafteabury seemed to monopolize 
the royal favour, so delighted was the monareh wtlh the 
fertility of his invention, and the fearlessness of his 
courage. Charles deemed himself bound in honour to 
shelter the bankers, whose money he had locked up in 

churelieiwi^MilLviilsabelwBenirielwotomniuHtoos, Knil proviaiun wni 

ot Muck and UnveillbrTJf. (Dnmaill.'Tli. 171—191.) £^>uit,R;lkntinijllie 
exomiiln. (lainmiilrd ftu the mlhullu within the letrilacyarihsyiaUi the 
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the eieheqiier, from the pursuit of their creditors. They 
a]>plieJ for protection \o the court ot chancevy ; hot the 
lord keeper hesitated; he doubleil whether it were a 
casein which he ought to inteifere, and Shaftesliury 
seized the occasion to represent hini to the king as an 
old do(Bcd unequal to his titluation The hint was taken ; Noi 
the seal was transferred from BiidgeraantoSliaflesbury ; 1?. 
and (be new lord chancellor aooii ex])oscd himself by his 
vanity and self-sufficiency to the ridicule of the bar as 
well as the odtum of the people. Instead of the sober 
and decent robes worn by his predecessors in office, he 
appeared on the bench in " an ash-coloured g^iwn silver- 
" laced, and full-ribboned pantaloons displayed." In 
the procession to Wesi minster-hall to open the seal, in- 
stead of being conveyed in a carriage, he rode on horse- 
back ; and the kivig's counsel, the law-officers of the 
crown, and the several judges, were compelled toaitcom- 
pany him in a similar manner, to the great annoyance 
of some among these reverend personages ; one of 
whom, Mr. Justice Twisden, by the curveiting of his 
hoi'se, was laid prostrate in the mtre. In his court ho 
professed a sovereign contempt for ancient fbrms; his 
orders were made with rapidity, and fashioned after hia 
own fitncy : for a few days the counsel did not interrupt 
him ; but he was afterwards so harassed with motions 
for the explanation and amenilmenC of his orders, that 
he grew ashamed of his precipitancy, and the imperious 
reformer gradually sunk into the lamest Judge that eier 
fiat on the bench. Mindful, however, of the charge 
which he had brought againnt Bridgeman, he was care- 
ful to stay the proceeilinga against the hankers in the 
inferior courts ; hut, at the same time, with a prudent 
regard to his own security, he appointed a distant day 
on which he would he ready to hear cautiset against this 
injunction *. 



dhy Google 



20 CHARLES II. [CHAP. I. 

The elevation of Shaftesbury made a vafanry in the 

coiomisaioit of the treasury, Chorles <Iissolved the 

huai'<l, and at the recommendation of his brother, i;ave 

Nov. the Blaff of lord high treasurer to loni Clifford. The 

26. friendship wliich hail so long subsisted between Arhng- 
ton and Clifford was instantly hrolieti. Arlington 
charged him with ingratitude, with having by bis in- 
trigues supplanted his patron and benefactor. But Ibo 
kiu^ commanded them to be friends. He exeulpated 
Clifford. The refusal of the staff to Arlinyton arose, ha 
asserted, il'om his owu kindness fur that nublemanj 
from ft wish to spare him Ibe disgrace and mo rlili cation 
which he would liuve entailed upon himself by his want 
of due qualification and firmness *. 

It hail been expected that in October Charles would 

apply to tlie parliament for money to enable him to open 

the excliequer in January; and the States flattered 

themselves with the hope of a pmverful opposition on the 

Oct. part of the commons. To their disappointment, the lyvo 

30. houses were prorogued till February, and the suspension 
"^^- of payment to the public creditors was continued by pro- 
clamation for another half year. Shaftesbury improved 
the interval lo add to the number of his dependants in 
the lower house. During the prorosation several mem- 
bers had died; some had been called to the house of 
lords. Instead of waiting till the parliament assembled, 
he issued writs out of chancery for new elections j tiiese 
writs, with recommendations fl'om the court, were en- 
trusted to tl e I a ds of tl e pe suns vl ose retur was 
desired; and ley a al g le sel os of tie o] por- 
tunity, in general sec ed II e r elect on I was 1 w- 
ever, obse ed ti at al nost all wl ell e de gi ediy or 
not, wcie diss nters a c cumsta ce vl cl a vake ed 
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the anger of the cavaliers and the churchmen ; and a 
resolution was taken io diaputo the legality of the writs, 
and eoiiseqiiently of the returns. Colonel Slrannewajs, 
an old cavnlier of the first opulence and inHuence in tlie 
western counties, whose friends had been defeated in 
four instances by the arts of Shaftesbury, placed him- 
self at the head of Ihe opposition*. 

At the openiiiR of the session the king and the chan- 1573, 
cell or success jvely addressed the two houses. Charles Feb. 
was an ungraceful orator, but on this occasion he spoke ^• 
with an ease and dignity which surprised his hearers. 
Bhaiiesbury dilated on the different topics which had 
been mentioned by the king. He justified the declara- 
tion of indulgence, and the shutting up of the exche- 
quer; he assumed that the war ^yas popular, and lliat the 
pretensions of the Hollanders were so inconsistent with 
the rights of Great Britain, that " Carthage must be 
" deslroyed :"' he ridiculed the jealousy of those who 
feared that the army raised on account of the war might 
aftorwaKis be employed against the Iilierties of the coun- 
try, and solicited a plentiful supply, to disappoint tlie 
expectations of the enemy and secure a speedy and pro- 
fitable peace +. 

1°, The first object which occupied the attenlion of 
the commons, was the legality of the wfits issued during 
the prorogation ; and in this they obeyed the command 
of the king, whether he already began to withdraw his g, 
confidence from Shaftesbury, or was desirous (o pro- 
pitiate the men who had displayed so much devotion to 
his person. That the chancellor bad acted according to 
the precedent of former times, was certain : the claim 
set up by the house, that the order fur the writ must 
originate with the speaker, could not be traced to an 

•MiHw!. Anl.TS. Farkft. 262. 1. North, 36. 

t L. Jwirn. 533—6. Miscpl. Aiil. 99. " SUadesbiiry •Kprpsaed Id 
•■ Liicke il«! reiMidii which he felt ut hoi de niHile ihcorsiin or«ndiMiiti- 
>■ nienli." Lord KiU|{'B Lira of Locke, i. 63. Hut be cDuaidc-red Mmaetl 
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earlier period than the year 1(540; and it seemed leason- 
abio to conclude, that, like tlie olher pmro natives of the 
crown, this had also been recovered at tlie restoration. 
But the house of commons has never Eurrenilered a 
privilefre which it has once exercised : it was contended 
lliat numeruua inconvetiiences would arise from the 
right claimed by the chancellor ; and a resolution was 
passe<l that the elections were void, and that new writs 
should be issued in virtue of a warrant from the speaker. 
The disappointment opened the eyes of Shaftesbury to 
the real character of liie prince wliom he served. He 
saw that Charles wns fonder of ease than of power, nture 
disposed to conodiale than to compel, and more likely to 
sacrifice an obnoxious minister than to put down a fierce 
and stubborn opponent;*. 
, 2°. The house proceeded, in the next place to (he 
' consideration of the supply, and, by an unanimous ^ole, 
fixed it at the amount of 1,260,000^., to be nised by 
eiirhleen monthly assessments. For this Iibeial and 
unexpected grant Charles was indebted to the exertions 
of the two leaders of the opposition, Garroway anfl Lee, 
who did not escape the suspicion of having sold them- 
selves to the court, though their friends endea^ouied to 
account for their conduct on the specious ground, thdt 
they deemed it politic to hold out to the kinR so laiee a 
sum as a temptation to his indigence. He had assured 
them in his speech, that " he would stick to his declar- 
ation of indulsenee." They meant to put his resolution 
to the test. If he yielded, the money was at his com- 
mand : if he persisted, no steps would betaken topeifect 
diis previous votet. 

■ C. Joiitn. Fub. 6. Patl-Hisl. IT. 607-13. PatX«r, 263— 5 Orlesiii, 

t"Coni,Ji,urn.Feb.7- Biitnrt, ii. la Wo nre, liimcvBt, told by North 
tlifltsirTliinuosL.>E,Mr. Gnriirau; , una sli Tlioimu Meres ■ llw 1,,11 

tha Bum of tOOW,, «1iieli one at ilie olttks ot tl^o IreiiButy bmnalil iu a 
hackney-coHch lu FlEet-dltcli. wb«q lie mat faim. Al n iignsl U»r 
■tapped, i^isngad concbea, ssd dnvH miiy. Bumet, IL B3, note. 
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3. The rountry party now directed all tLeir effoits to 
piocuve the recall or the declavotion. Of !ho. Indulgence 
itself they affected not ic disappiove ; their objections 
went to the fucni. They were willing to extend relief 
to the piMtestant dissenlers, but it must be done in a 
parliamenlary way. The royal authority was boimded 
by the same limits in ecolesiastical as in civil matters ; 
the king might remit the penalties of the ufience, hut he 
could not suspend the execution of the law. By the 
courtiei's the claim of the prerogative was feebly sup- 
ported on the ground of necessity ; because the power of 
dispensing with the law must reside somewhere ; other- 
vise numerous cases might arise during the intervals of 
pai-l lament, in which the welfare, the very safety of the 
slate, would he sacrificed toaninipolitic and unreasonable 
jealousy. After a long and 3d,iourned debate it was re- 
solved by a majority of one hundred and si:ity'eight toFt 
one hundred and sixteen, thafpenal statutes in matters ' 
"ecclesiastical cannot be suspended but by act ofpar- 
"liament*," and this resolution was oiriboriied in an ' 
address presented to the king. Charles required time 
to consifler the question, and then replied, that ho was 2 
sorry they liad questioned his ecclesiastical authority, 
which had never been questioned in the reigns of his 
ancestors; that he pretended to no right of suspending 
any laws cone ccning the properties, rights, or liberties of 
the subject ; that hts only object, in the exercise of his 
ecclesiastical power, was to relieve the dissenters ; and 
that he did it not with the intention of avoiding the 
advice of parliament, but was still ready to assent to any 
bill which might be offered to him, appearing hetier cal- 
culated than his declaration to effect the ends which he 
had in view, the ease of all his subjects and the peace 
and establishment of the church of England. But this 
answer was voted iasulScient ; and a second address in- '■ 
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ibrmed him that lie had been misled by his ail\ifieis, 
that the power of suspending statutes in matters eccle 
siastical had never been clamed or eieicised by his 
ancestors; and that his faithful communs piajed fiom 
his goodness a more full and BatisfaLlory reply to then 
petition *. 

Fell. By Charles this second addiess lias reoened as an 
2?'- insult. He declared that he would dis>.olve the paiha 
ment rather than submit to the dictation of hia opponents. 
Shaftesbury, Clifford, Buckingham, and Lauderdale ap- 
plauded his spirit; and tho duke of York, though he 
differed from them on moat subjects, concurred with 
them in this. Concessioni it was argued, had been the 
ruin of the father, it would prove tiieruin of the son ; to 
bend in one instance would only lead to additional de- 
mands. Let him assume a determined and aulhotilative 
tone ; let him show that be would never resign a single 
right of the crown : Iheopposition would then melt away, 
and the proudest of his opponents would leant to crouch 
at the feet of the sovereign. Animated by their discourse, 
Charles gave himself credit for a degree of lesoiution 
which he did not possess ; and, when Arlington con- 
jured him fo yield, scornfully rejected the advice of his 
timid and time-serving counsellor. It was determined 
to oppose one house to the other. In a short speech to 

Mar. the lords, the king complained of the encroachments of 
!■ the commons, ordered their addresses and his answers to 
be laid on the table, and solicited the advice of the peers, 
the hereditary counsellors of the ciown Clifford spoke 
with bis accustomed baldness, but Shaftesbury, who 
began to doubt of the result, betrayed a disposition to 
court popularity. His individual opinion was, ho said, 
in favour of the prerogative , hut he would not venture 
to place it in the balance against the authnutj of so 
august a body as tho bouse of commons Aflei a long 

» C.Joiiin.Folj.U,St36. L. Jouni lu 5i0 PbtL H »t v 513— 34 
46-51. 
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debate, tlie lords resolved, without a division, tliat the Mar, 
kinjr's proposal to settle the question in a parliamentai'}' ^■ 
way. was a good and graeious answer*. 

tiie public liad u-aiclied witli iniense interest these pro- 
ceedings in parliament, and many thoujjlii that they 
discovered in tliera the cei'titin piflgnostics of a second 
civil war. By the Stales the hope of a dissolution was 
cherished: thus the aid of l,260,OOOi. would be inter- 
cepted, and the king be compelled to conclude a peace, 
or to adopt tbe defensive system which had been attended 
with indelible disgrace m tbe i»te «ar The sagacity 
of Louis suggested to h(tn the apptelienaion of similar 
results. By this order Colbert waited on the King, re- y ^ 
inesenled to him thedisasltouseonsequeneeaof abrench 
between him and the p-irhament e'^horted him to yield 
for the moment, and promised, on the returnot peace, to 
aid him with men and money for the purpose of i-eoover- 
ing tbe rights, which he might te induced to surrender. 
The resolution of Charles was already exhausted by its 
previous efforts : he willing]}' listened to the counsels of 
the ambassador; and the promise of ranney, always 
welcome to his indigence, was gratefully accepted ; but 
as far as regarded milltaiy aid. that, he said, should never 
be solicited by bim against his subjects, unle^ he were 
reduced to the last extremity by another rebellion. The 
same evening, sending for the declaration, he cancelled 
it in the presenc« of the ministers, and the next morning 8. 
forwarded a solemn promise lo the lords and commons, 
that "what had been done with respect to the suspension 
of the penal laws should never be drawn into conse- 
quence." The two houses lestified their joy by acclama- 
tion ; and in the evening numerous bonfires illuminated 
the streetsof the mettopolis-f'. 



hlK,t1intUli<11lltunlt»]udyeu'linti0Hy bo prubnlily Hue. But his »e- 
enint or Shadmbniy'i speech is coaflrmed by [He lord fceopec OwldEbid. 
DibyiDpIs, iL 90. 
t..Wcyiiiple,ii.93-6. L. JoDm, ill- US, 
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4°. It may escito surpiise that the d 
rally round 1he throne, in defence of 
which their intereata were so deeply concerned. But it 
wa$ an age in which religious antipatliies exercised an 
unbounded influence over the judgmeiiti of men. Tbe 
knoivledjie ihut the ducheBH of York Imd died a catholic, 
the suspicion that the duke of York, lite presumptive 
lieir to the crown, had embraced the catholic faith, and 
the fact of the alliance witli France, a caiholio power, 
aguitiAt the Di^tch. a prolestant state, were conhdeiitly 
brought forward lo prove the exislence of a most dan- 
gerous conspiracy against all the reformed churehes ; tlie 
declaration of indulgence to lender consciences was re- 
pre>;ented as the first of (he measures devised by tlie 
conspirators for the accomplishment of their unholy 
purpose : and the disrenters were exhorted and solicited 
to surrender the advantages which it promised them, for 
more secure, though, perhaps, less extensive relief to be 
granted bj act of parliament. These arguments had 
weight with numbers : Iheir jealousies and appi'ehensions 
were awakened ; tliey consented to sacrifice their per- 
sonal interest to the general good, and joined in the 
popular cry. which demanded additional securities for the 
reformed I'aitli *. Of these securities, the first regarded 
the small force lately raised to be employeil on the con- 
tinent. It was remarked that Fitzgerald, the major- 
freneral, and a few other officers, were catholics, and that 
Schomberg, the coram an der-in-ehief, though a ealvinist, 
was not only a fore'gner, but also held high rank in the 
French army. Why, it was asked, were such men 
selected for the command? Did there not e>:ist an in- 
tention of employing Ihera, at the conclusion of the war, 
to establish popery and arbitrary power ? To reraova 
these fears, an address was voted, requesting the king to 
discharge from the army every officer and aoliiier who 
should refuse to take the oaths of allegiiinc:e and supre- 
iliacy, and receive the sacrament after Jhe rite of tha 

• QDilrlfi>i<lapudDalrfai|>li'.ii.9l. 
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churctLofEiigk'.id; andtaadmit Doman, tberenfter, into 
the service, who did not take the oaths before the first, 
and the sacrament before the seeond, muster, Cliarles 
returned a satisfactor}' answer* ; and the aiiti-cathullcs, 
elate with their lietory, proceeded to urge the exclusion 
of those who were the objects of their jealousy from eivil 
as well as military offices. The siigRestiun oi' a tust for 
this purpose came to them from a quarter whence it was 
not to haTe been expected,— from Arlington, the reputed 
papist. But to Arlington it presented several advan- 
tages. Itpwould remove fram him the suspicion of catho- 
Ueity; it would enable him to graiify his resentment 
against Clitford ; it would biing once more within hia 
reach the treasurei''s staff, the great object of bis am- 
bition; and it would serve 10 screen him from danger, 
by creating in'his favour an interest among the popular 
leaders. By them the proposal was gratefully accepted, 
under the expectation that such a test would solve the 
question of Ihe duke of York's religion, and, by stripping 
him of offioe, exhibit him to the people in a stale of 
political weakness and degradulion. Neither did the 
chiefs of the court party prove more hostile than their 
opponents to a measure, which opened to tliem the 
prospect of power and emolument from the resigniitions 
and removals which it would inevitably occasion. Even 
tlie king himself was brought to give his consent. The 
passing of (he test was represented to him as llie only 
condition on which he could hope to obtain Ibe liberal 
supply that had been voted ; and to a princo, with whom, 
as it was observed, " logic, built upon money, had more 
"powerful charms than any other sort of reasoning," 
this consideration proved a nonrincing argument. If he 
felt at all fur his brother, he probably strove to persuade 
himself that James would never sacrifice the possession 
of office to the profession of his religion +, 
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Feb. In conformity with the su^estion of Arhngton, the 
^8- house of tommoiis had resolved, thai every individual 
" refusing to take the oath of allegiance and supvemaoy, 
" and to rereiie the sacrament according to the rites of 
" the church of Enjjland, should he im-apable of public 
" employment, military or fivil ; " and a bill was intro- 
duced requiring, not only that the oatiia should ho taken, 
and the sacrament received, but also that a deckratioa 
against transubstantiation should he subscribed by all 
persons holding office, under the penalty uf a fine of 
tool, and of being dwabled to bub in any cou°rt of law or 
equity, to be guanUan to any child, or executor to nnv 
person, or to take any legacy or deed of gift, or to bear 
™''' aity public office. In the lower house, a feeble opposition 
' was offered to the clause imposing the declaralion, on 
the ground that, to make the disavowal of a speculative 
opinion ihe qiiulilication for- civil office was contrary to 
the nature of a civil test, and calculated to lender men 
hypocriies or atheists. In the upper house thepr ncipal 
novelty iu the debate was furnished hy the eail of Bristol, 
who, though a catholic, argued in support of the test, 
15, That ounsiderable alarm existed could not, he eoid, he 
denied, It matfered little whether it was well founded 
or not. The more groundless the panic was, the more 
rapidly it would spread. If, then, the bill tended to lull 
the apprehensions uf th'e people, it deserved the appro- 
faalion of the house. It did not enact new, it did not 
enforce even the old, penalties against the catholic wor- 
shi](. It went merely to remove a few individunls from 
offices which they c.mld not exercise without scru|')e and 
dissimulation. For himself, he was no wheriyman in 
religion, Ijj look one way and row another. He was a 
catholic, attached to the church, but not to the court of 

oflla'klnii.ninl thBlpnrtPmrthB nppnsilo TisHips. MbucII. i. *9J, 5. 
&pre''in™'tCBth'olU»a.iniQBIta. (NmI, II. ffiffl.) But lliei(|*tiH.jn 
ffan ™ pasBd Feb. Sa-'^BeB'Lnrna!! on tlwse ilays. 
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Konie. He should vole, indeeil, ii^aiiist the liill, becau:.;' 
it contained expiessioiis to which he could not eonsci 
entiously assent; but he hoped that the house wou'm 
adopt it, as a mea^urs of prudence, cabulated to preveni 
mischief, and to pacify discontent. By this speecli. 
Bristol obtained Iho reputation of a patriot : the reader 
will, perhaps, think liJm a hypocrite; for he prevailed 
on the parliament to adopt a proviso in his favour, se 
curing to him and his wife a large pension fram the 
crown, and exempting them, and them alone, from the 
obligation of taking the test *. 

5" The bill passed the house of lords, as it had passed ihu. 
that of the commons, without provoking a division ; and •"- 
it may reasonably be asked, how it happened that it re- 
ceived no opposition from the dissenters, when it was so 
framed as to comprehend thorn, though its avowed object 
was theexclusion of others! They seem ajiam to have 
sutlered themselves to be duped by the artilice of their 
pretended friends. With the bill for the test, was intro- 
duced another fur ease to protestant dissenters, and thus 
their objection to the llrst was neutralized by their hopes 
from tlie second. But while one passed rapidly through 
the house, the other crept slowly on: new ciuestions suc- 
cessively arose, and day after day was spent in debating, 
■ what quantity of relief should bo granted, to what de- 
scription of non-conformists it should extend, and fur 
hotv long a time it should be continued. The house at 
length agreed to conBne the benefit to those dissenters 
who objected only to the articles of discipline, and were 
wdling to subscribe the articles of doctrine of the church 
of England, to allow al! such to huld separate meetings 
for the purpose of religious worship, to exempt thera 
from the penalties for absence from the parish church, 
and to repeal in their favour tlie compulsory declaration 
of assent and comeat ordained by the act of uniformity. Miir, 
In this shape the bill was forwarded to tlie house of 1^- 

•C. JQiim.Mar. 12. I^Joum.SS?. 9. 661,7.9. PmI. Hlst.iv.561-6, 
RULuCKiHlm.v.iaS. 
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lorda, wlieie it received numerous timendmenlB : to some 
'• of lliese the commons (jbjecterl; and, though the king 
■ warned lliem of the aiiproanhing terminntiou of ihe ses- 
siiitl, su caie \vas taken ts come Ut an agreement. Ol) 
i_ Easter eve, the pariiament was adjourned at nine in ihe 
evening ; before it met ogain a prorogation followed, and 
the hopes of relief which the dissenters had been en- 
couraged to cherish were utterly extinguished*. 

In the history of this session, it is worthy of notice : 
1°. thai not a murmur was heard from the ranks of the 
opposition aguinst the war, or the alliance with Frant-e, 
or the suspension of payments in the ex<.>hei|uer. (11 
these great subjects of complaint no mention is made 
either in the addresses or tlie debates. But not only 
was silence observed : in addition, an act of grace was 
passed, which, by pai-doning all oflences commilted be- 
fore Ihe 25th of March, covered the ministers from Ihe 
risk of subsequent punishment. It seems as if a secret 
understanding existed between some uf the leaders ol 
the two parties ; and that the members of the cabal had 
sacriSccd the catholics to the jealousy of their opponents, 
on condition of indemnity to themsdvest. 2° The house 
of commons, in the bill which it passed for the ease of dis- 
senters, departed from Chose doctrines which it had bo 
strenuously advocated in its celebrated addi'ess to the 
kinj^, in 1663. At that time it protested against any in- 
dulgence, because it was inconsistent with the act of 
■uniformity, calculated to breed schism and multiply 
sects, and would ultimately lead ia universal toleration];. 
But now the distinction between articles of doctrine, and 
articles of discipline, at that time refused, was broadly 
■admitted ; the pains and penalties for absence from 

■ Lmiis' Jootii. SOI. 1. 571. 6. 9. 534. Piil. Hi«l. it. 535. 12. SSI. 6. 
671.5. 
i " It u'ui >he consUnt prnnke of tlii^sE iDiDEt'Ti, that, ulu-n any «1 

itrtteil, hupiiig LbvnbytD wtf tU^«BlTin 
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ohuri^li OL' attendance at Ronventicli^s, then coiisideri'it 
essential to the safely of the esiabl shmeul, were ialicn 
away: and tlie deuloration of lusent and (otisent, tlio 
principal proviiinii in the act of uniformity, nas rendered 
entirely optional. 3°. With respect to the test, it should 
be remembered that the oath of supremacy and the sub- 
scription againiit tranaubstantiation were siiilicient to 
exclude the catholics from office: the obhgation of re- 
ceiving the sacrament after the rite of the established 
church was unnecessary as iar as regarded them; but it 
operated effectually to the exclusion, of the dissenters. 
Thus the latter, by contributing to Ihe establishment of 
the test, placed themselves in a much worse »iluation 
thaa betbre They forfeited tbe benefit of the king's de-^ 
olaratioa; they remained subject to the intulfcraiit laws 
passed against them since the restoration ; and in addi- 
tion, they entailed on themselves and their posterity a 
new disability, that of holding employment, civil or 
military, under the crown. 

lu Holland, the rapid success of the French had pro- 
voked, instead of subduing, resistance. De Witte, who 
had so long governed the republic, fell a viclim with his 
brother lo the vengeance of an infuriated mob ; the 
prince of Oflnge took on himself the proud task of libe- 
rating hia country ; and the absence of contending. fac- 
tions gave a more uniform direction to the national 
efforts, and inspired with greater confidence the princes 
who dreaded the ascendency of Fiance. Durijig the 
winter Louis made no additional conquests: in the 
summer the redaction of Maestricht was the only ex- 
ploit which distinguished his arms. After a succession May 
of mai'ches and operations in Flanders, undertaken for 13. 
tlio sole purpose of masking his real object, he suddenly J^„g 
sat down before that fortress, which capitulated after 1. 
an obstinate defence of twenty-thtee days. Montiiouth, 23, 
who led the English auxiliaries, commanded under him 
with the rank of lieutenant-general. His want of mili- 
tary experieiice was supplied by the counsels of Montal ; 
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Ills personal courage won Uie applauaa of the king u.nd 
of ihe ai-my*. 

In lins,'land, the liberal supply voted by [nirliament 
gave new vigour to the preparalions for war. A Heet ot 
more than sixty sail oi' lurge ships was equipped, and an 
ai'myofeii^tattltousandineii was raised and encamped at 
Blackiiealh for foreign sei-vice. But at first all men Bxed 
their eyes on the duke of York, anxious to learn whether 
he would take, or ret\ise, tlie test. His uouversion to the 

Mar. church of Rome still remained a matter of mei'e suspi- 

30, cion : hut it was oliserved that, at Easter, when Ibe king 

. received the sacrament, James did not accompany him+; 

and soon afterwards the fact became public by his vc 

luntary resignation of all the offices which he held under 

Jnn'the crowii. At (he same time, and for the same reason, 
19, tlie lord CI ifTord relinquished tlie treasui'ei's staff, in op- 
posilion to the advice and entreaty of tlie king. By 
those who wei'e acquainted with his aspiring character, 
and able to judge how much it must have cost him to 
Buppress at once the hopes which he had so fondly che- 
rished, it was supposed that he had bound himself hy 
promise to follow the duke of York ; but that prince 
declares, that Clifford was actuated hy motives of con- 
science, and pronounces his conduct the more honour- 
able, as it was the less to be expected from one who had 
so recently become a proselyte. By hia resignation the 
ambition of Arlington was again awakened, but was 
again disappointed. The king, by the advice of James 

• UnclLinglinm (SlioBlelrl, Works, ii.M.) says Ihnl "a iiit« and MJy 

"lliBcreiLlitidbeaiiciMBi." This lortniinlluu is uronndUiss. Ou tlmioc. 
cntldD. uyi [Anil In b Ixttm' tu ChoilriB, il fit loill •» qu) n paiiToll puor 
(iymili'C •liTUDUge VI cuuiliilla et la vuleuc. Jsne ikdapBHmrmeuuhlin 
am la Ivuili'ninlii In ngitr^ stmit HiniB mr In ilnmi-liidB i it nimir il'im 

IsnifilqaltterlBlafKmEiit. Lonli, 01. 112. Tbnl llila mi not mrn bhu 
nlliiHni, amwnn troin itis Mlowlni: piusijis ia >1w kin^a jannml d( His 
sinp'.—'- L« dUE iIk Mtmuiioulh a-ae<iuil a la lEle >\rt nioiuqueUim ana 
eranila miutalluii," ll>M.3;5. S>» s)>o lamn, L 493. 
i IStalrn. iL 3BII. Thu klni had amploynl Li'rd CUfliiril tn ptenil «m 
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and Clifford, gave the staff U 
Thomas Osboi'iie, who was sooi 
peerage, by the title of viscoun 
By th« letii'cnmnt of Jumi 
combined fleet, amounting to ninety sail of tha line, had 
devolved on prince Rupei't. With so foimidable a force, 
it was expected tliat he would sweep the Dutch navy May 
from the face of the ocean : but he performed nothing 28. 
worthy of his reputation; and, though he fought three ^""^ 
aotions with De Ruyter, neither received nor 'iflicted^^' 
considerable injury. His Mends complained that his ji_ 
powers were limited by unusual restrictions, and that 
his ships wanted stores and pravisions : an officer who 
was present asserts, that he was too closely leagued with 
the country party to obtain a vietoiy, which might ren- 
der Iheif opponents lords of the ascendant. He was or- 
dered to take under his protection the army commanded 
by Schomberg, and to land it on the coast of Holland. 
Scbomberg, unacquainted with naval etiquette, affixed 
the. colours of his regiment to the mast; of his ves- 
sel, as a signal to tlie odicers in the otliev transports ; 
but Rupert considered his conduct as an act of insub 
ordination or insult; two shots were fired tbrough 
the rigging; and orders were given to sink the gene- 
ral's vessel, unless the Hag were immediately struck. 
Sehomberg reluctantly submitted, and the armament 
proceeded to the Dutch coast; but no landing was ef- 
fected. Rupert, having alarmed the inhabitants on se- July 
veral points, from the mouth of the Maese to that of ^3 
the Ems, ordered the military force to return !o Yar- Aug 
mouth, where it remained encamped during the rest, of 2* 

• BvBlsn(11.BB3.)airi,"IamH)UflrJ™tliBlCltlfi>ri])forbmer«»hndg 
''lliui*lhiiii«a«il"K» iiKtly wliilp.' lint lie prur^ hia aiiujmty, for 
^d'l'i&coiiicieuerulilalnLriMi.'' lamen. 



OibIiImhe writBn Bra inPOHMt who leureannHilm all Bfong 
■■ ■ lind Climita, lord B<!la_Mye. lit ThoiDM "-'•''- 
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the Beasoci. Schomberg, attfibuting both the violence 
or the prince wUh respei-t to the flag, anil his refusal to 
land the avmj in Holland, to peisonal dislike, sent lilm 
a oiiallenge; but Charies inlsrfei'ed to pres-eut the 
meeting, and the general quilted the English service*. 

A congress liad been held at Cologne, under the medi- 
alion of tlie king of Sweden. But the Slates had miw a 
brighter prospect before them, and scornfully I'efused 
conditions which they would have gladly accepted in the 
preceding summer. The assassination of the two De 
Wilts by the populace had destroyed the influence of 
the Louveslein party; the Orange interest obtained the 
pvedominauce in every province; andtbeyomig prince 
already dispkyed that decision of mind, that inllexihility 
Aug. of purpose, which marked his eliaraeter through life. 
iW. The oiher powers of Europe .did not remain indifferent 
spectators of the contest. Leopold of Austria and 
Charles of Spain offered their assistance; and a defen- 
sive alliunce bound them to unite their arms against the 
enemies of the vepiiblict. This was not the Itast sin- 
gular of the revolutions which the seventeenth century 
exhibited. The remembrance of post injuries was sup- 
pressed ; the objections of religion were silenced ; and 
the emperor and king of Spain, the representatives of 

•Biu-kinEhiiin, CS1»fne1<<>u.35.9. ^I'u nlw 1 1ett« IVom Hie hinc lo 
Biiren.la sUich ImcuHillio mli-ius of ttie «»« "a mis.ial and liiufttn. 
-siM error. Limwils Ilia i[iun[a«tllua «F Si.lnmibpn(,aiid li nat BrillinK 
•lliBtUwqqnnalslwaM.liiieiirricdiuiy Euthsr." LauiiiauDg MSS. 1106, 

lo bit oiwuremei"". I'moKl bin. n very iLdBulnr JkvoiK. lly the ilvalfa of 
llie lu 1 li.ikc of Kicbniiiii'l, AiibiBnl. to tlie jnoviiirw of !>.-ny, wbicli bod 

ll» 3^h of Jiilf. 16Ta, Lonbr da Qnpiuiiailli: hon • son ni Clurleii'; tba 
nstt \e»i ba crriited liar diwhnii tt Portaniuutli : and Luul^ nl the do- 
ilra iiT Ibe kln^i Donl^ned on hn tlie daniiilii of Aubljai, to ia tt^iifnA liy 

Chnt^et. wliiiin ihiU moDan:)! inij(lit platiH lo niune, Ninl ta Ibe m«U do. 
iwndButs of Ilini lua, » to Ihr «v) UiU ibe Laud of Aiihlinl miiilit «>n- 
"tinus in i>oioiu»i>ii uf iho lUuilrloni luH»e uf atniirt." C'bnrlri i>f 

Au""l9TMi. ' S«j tlii^ Utmn I'sl^'ol of Li.ui. XIV. [miCe A), ihoiui- 
toialiiKl the dako ob Ibe 19th of Jan. 16B3| tUm vnki bcliao tba dtoUl 
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that fitraily fi'om whose iron yol:e the United Pravinpes 
had been lafeiy freed, now hasletied to theiv support in 
oi>poHilion lo England and France, Ihe two poivera 
which had originally watched and protected the cradle 
of Dutch independence. 

But the States not only obtained foreign aid, they in- 
dulged a well-founded hope of separating Charles from 
his alliance with France, and with tliat view kept up a 
dose correspondence with the disconl«nled party in 
England. If the religious' antipathies of ilie people had 
been excited by the conversion of James to the faiholic 
faith, they were now blown into a flame by the intelli- 
gence that he had I'ecently married by proxy the si^terSopt 
to the reigning duke of Modena, Maria d'Este, a calho- ^u. 
lie prinueas of the age of fltleen*. The danger to the 
protestanl raligion from this inauspicious union became 
the subject of every discourse ; and Charles, that the 
popular excitation might have time to subside, and the 
real intention of the Staies be satisfactorily ascertained, 
resolved to postpone the meeting of parliament to the 
termination of the Christmas holidays. From tills coun- 
sel he was seduced by the artliil and treacherous sug- 
gestion of ihe Chancellor, who had secretly been recon- 
cilBd, and had made the ptomise of his services, to the 
country party. On the appointed day, the 20th of Oct. 
October, the two bouses assemble J : but Shaftesbury, tn 20. 
defiance of the order which ha had received, neglected to 
adjourn them till the commons had voted an address to 
the king, praying that he would not permit " the mar- 
" riage between the duke and the princess of Modena fo 
" be consummated.'* They met again on the 2?th, and 27. 
were informed that his majesty could not in honour 
break a contract of marriage which had been solemnly 
executed. But his opponents in the lower house were 
not to be deterred: their plan of operations had been 
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previously arranged, and they proceeded to resolve, that 
a second pelitiou, of the same import with the firsf, 
slioulil be presented : that no supply should be granted, 
unless the obstinafy of the Dutcii made it necessary, till 
the country was secured from the danger of popery and 
popish counsellors, and the existing grievances were re- 
dressed; that a test should he imposed to distinguisii 
between piotestant and papist, and render the latter in- 
capable, not only of office, but of sitting in either house 
of parliament; that the standing army was a grievance 
which ought to be redressed ; and tliat (as bad been done 
by the long parliament in the time of Charles I.) the 
king should be petitioned to appoint a day of general 
fasting, that God raight avert the dangers with which the 
Kov nation was threatened. These votes created alarm in 

4. the court; and Charles, hastening to the house of lords, 
prorogued the parliament*. 

By this decisive measure, the hopes of the opposition 
were disappointed, and Shaftesbury became the victim 
of his own policy. Calculating on the easy, irresolute 
disposition of the l^ing, be had anticipated victory instead 
of defeat, and probably expected to retain his high of- 
fice, while his colleat^ues should be excluded from the 

9' royal counsels. Charles, having granted him a full par- 
don for all offences against the crown, demanded the 
great seal, which he gave to sir Heneago Finch, with 
the office of lord keepett; and the disgraced minister, 
hitherto the adviser of the most arbitrary measures, 
openly proclaimed himself the adversary of the court, 
and the champion of the libei'ties of the people. He 
H, i. 485. Bor- 
l.lhjil fiyth^rit- 
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walked iJaily in the Exchange, accompanied by some of 
the young nobility, eniered into lamiliar conversation 
with the merchants, and feelingly deplored to them the 
miseries of the nation, the depression of trade, and the 
danger which threatened religion. In the estimation of 
bis new associates, his political conversion had obiite- 
roled ihe guilt of his former transgressions ; he was 
applauded as a persecuted patriot, a martyr to the liber- 
ties of his country; and, doubtful as it was whether he 
believed or not in revelation, theologians were found to 
describe him from tile pulpit as the saviour of religion, 
and to foratell that his fame, like that of Ihe woman men- 
tioned Id the gospel, should live throughout future ge- 
nerations. He failed, however, in his attempt to pro- 
cure an address to the king fi'ora tlie common council. 
Charles had many friends in the capital ; and the lead- 
ing citizens, on the signiitcation of the rojal disappro- 
bation, refused their concurrence*. 

The voles of the house of commons had spread con- 
sternation among the courtiers, and Arlington conjured 
the king; either to prevent tlie departure of the Italian 
princess from Paris, or to insist that Jamos after his 
mwriage should withdraw from public notice, and lead 
the life of a country genlleman. But Charles replied, 
that the first was incompatible with his honour, and the 
second would he an indignity to his brother. The 
duchess left Paris, James with a small retinue met her 
at Dover, and Crew, bishop of Oxford, declared the mar- jjov. 
wage lawful and validt. Here, however, the earl of 31, ' 
Berkshire, a catholic, probably at the request of the king, 
advised the duke to solicit permission, that he might re- 
tire to Audley-end, both for his own quiel^ and the royal 
convenience. Janies indignantly refused; his interest, 

• Jbqh, ). 489. Pnrker, SHO. 7. S'l. Mflcph. P.<v. t. «9. 

i James, i. 486. TvBipId, It. 2§8, Tlie c^KiDofi; «is Dicn-l; the fol- 
lowinE:— "The bKhop asUorl tlio i]iiclu4i imd llwinrl «f I'l'teiborow, 
" ulietli^ Ihe snid eurf hii married iha dneheu ol York u pnuy of ibe 
" dnke, whlab lliay both ttfflnQiag, llie biibop theo dedusd it wu ■ law- 
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he said, requii-ed thai he should be on the spot to oppose 
his eiieraif's ; liis duty forbade him to deiei'l his brother 
without the roynl command. From Dover he returned 

Nov. to the palacH of St. James's, where Ihe duchesa, by her 
26. youth, and beauty, and innocence, disarmed the malevo- 
lence of party, and became a general favourite wiih the 
court. Chaj'les, however, partook of the common alarm. 
He lefusad her tlie use of a public phapel, which had 
previously been slipulated ; ho ordered Ihe officers of the 
household tn prevent oU catholics, or reputed catholics, 

Dec, fi'om entering the palace, or coming into the nival pre- 
10. aence; he forbade, bjan order of council, any popish re- 
cusant lo walk in the pnrk, or visit at St. Jamea's, and 
he instructed the judges to enforce with rigour the e:C- 
ecntion of the penal laws afrainst Ihe catholics*. 

By these regulations the king hope'1 to saltsly the 
more moderate of his opponents. When the houses 

1674, met after the prorogation, he addressed them with that 

Jau. air of candour, uShbdity, and cheerfulness, which was eo 
'■ natural to him ; an.l was followed by the lord-keeper in 
a lung and eloquent speech, describing the object of the 
measures lately adopted, imputing to the States insin- 
oerity in the negotiation, extolling the king's allachnient 
to the doctrines and worship of the eslablished church, 
and demanding a tuppl}', as equally necessary for the 
attainment of peace, and the prosecution of the war. 
But neither the affability of the prince, nor the elo- 
quence of the minister could make any impression on 
the leaders of the party, who were now supposed to act 
under the guidance of Shaftesbury. 1°. It was too late 
to resume the question of the duke's marriage; they, 
therefore, began with the presentation of three addresses, 
li praying the king to enjoin a public fast, that the whole 

• James, i. 487. KtuQel. 39$. t. Janrq, E9S. lumi's i. 49». Itiirnrt, 
II 30, a7. TbeMOnUcinenriwaiiud wiih such HEvrclI;, tlint vrllhiu Um 

liuiaii oC l<jrdi Air proUstioD ; nam^, tbe iDHn[U''Bi of WlusbMln tat 
hinueiriuiil hllKHWIt; thenrlotNurwichliuhiinwiraDahiilnasaDHj 
uid the eitl of CbMIish, tfae iBconat UantnEue.nnil tlis lords P«b«, 
Anndall. tni Boluaje, Ha tbemisltei. L. Joum. idi. 61S. 31. S9. 3S, 41. 
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nation might implore the protection of the Almighty 
for the preservation " of church and state ajjaiuKt 
" the undermining praotires of popish recusants ;" to 
command all papists not householders to remove to iha 
distunee of ten miles from Che capital during tUo session 
of parliament; to order that the names of all popish 
householders within the distance of five miles should be 
enrolled at tlie sessions, and to direct the militia uf 
London, Westminster, and Middlesex to be ready at an 
hour's notice, and the militia of the country at a day's 
notice, to suppress any tumultuous meetings of papists 
or other discontented persons. It cannot be pretended 
that there existed any real ground for tliese precautions 
and insinuations ; but the experience of the civil war 
had shown tiow ef&itaclous such addresses vrere in ex- 
citing vague and alarming jealousies in the minds of the 
people, and iu directhig their attention to the parliament 
as the faithful guardian of religion and liherty ; and 
similar proceedings were at present adopted in further- 
ance of the projects of t!ie party whose great aim was 
believed to be the exclusion of the duke of Yoik from 
the throne. To each address Charles returned a gra- 
cious and satisfectory answer *. 

2°. They proceeded next to vote the removal from 
office of all counseliovi " popislily affected, or otherwise 
"obnoxious or dangerous." Who. it was asked, ad- 
vised the alliance with France and the rupture with Hol- 
land, the declaration ofindug and he suspension 
of payment to the public d to y of an army 
witliuut the advice of pa n n an h placing of a 
foreigner at the head of aye marriage of the 
duke of York, and the pro og a November? 
l,et inquiry be made; let n k b p a d on the au- 
thors of such evil couns , e em be ncapacitated 
from repeating their pernicious advice, and from inlliclr 
ing new injuries on the nation +. 

• L. Jmiw. jLii. 594. 8. C, Jimm. Jan. ?. IS. On lln Istol AiteuW, 
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It was a maxim with the court, intruduced by Claren- 
don and followed by his successors, lo leave the parlia- 
ment, ill show at least, to the unbiassed exetcise of its 
own judgment Though every spei^ies of iiiHuence and 
corruption was employed lo secure voteH, the appearance 
of a court party was carefully avoided. The most de- 
voted adherents of the ministers received direeiions to 
conceal their real sentiments, to seek popularity, to 
speak and vote frequently with the opposition, to join iu 
the cry against popery, and in the most violent mea- 
sures against its professors, that on more important oc- 
casions their opinions might appear disinterested, and 
consequently have greater weight with their colleagues. 
Hence it generally happened that the motions which 
the court wished to carry came first from tlie ranks of 
the opposition ; and that the resistance to the measures 
of the country party was feeble, tiuctuatinjj^, and cautious. 
The question was never met faiiiy and manfully ; but 
the dehate was protracted, difficulties -were raised, 
amendments were sugg^ted, and aa a last resource, 
some unintelligible and irreconcilable quarrel about 
privilege was provoked between the two houses. 

On the present occasion the court pursued its usual 
policy. The friends of the ministers did not deny that 
evil counsels might have been given, but contended that 
no man could justly be punished before he had been 
put on his defence. They admitted that grievances ex- 
isted, but represented the grant of a supply as not less 
necessary to the welfare of the nation than the redress 
of grievances. Why might not the two sulyecls aceom- 
,panyeach other, and one day be devoted to the consi- 
deration of grievances, the next to the consideration of 
the supply? Wliy should not the clamours against evil 
counsellors bo reduced to specific charges, and the ac- 
cused be permitted to justify themselves! * 
3. 3". But iheir opponents adhered steadily to their own 
ill plan, and proceeded to consider, in the first place, the 
case of the duke of Laudei'dale. It was alleged against 

•Pail. liial.iT, 620. 
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llim, ihat, as iiliief of the administralion in Scotland, he 
had raised an ai'ray fL>r the purpose of emplojiiis It to 
establish arbitrary power in England; and Ihat at the 
council in Enajland, when a magistrate was charged be- 
fore it with disobedience to Ibe rayal declaration, be had 
salij, " Your majesty'^ edicts are equal with the \nwi, 
" and ought lo be obsened in ihe first place." It Mas 
resolved UiaC an address should be presented to the 
king " to remove Lauderdale from all liis emjiloyments, 
" and from the rojal presence and councils for ever " ". 
Buckingham, aware that he was destined to be the 
next victim, solicited and obtained permission to B<ldiea5 
the bouse. His first speech was confused and unsatis- 
fnclory ; nor did his second, on the following day, sup- j^q^ 
ply the deficiencies of the former. He represented him- 14. 
self as a man who had spent a princely fortune in the 
service of his country ; and reminded his hearers of the 
patriotism with whicb he had once biavod the resent- 
ment of tlie court. He ollered nothing in defence of 
the conduct of the ministry; but sought by evasion and 
falsehood to shift the responsiliility from himself. Some 
of their measures he prt^tended thiit he had opposed, in 
conjunction with the earl of Shaftesbury ; some he im- 
puted lo lord Clifford, who was no longer alive to rebut 
ihecharf^'t'; some he o^^enly attributed to his known 
enemy, the eavl of Arlington; and of others be darkly in- 
sinuated that, the blame lay with the royal brothers, by 
the enigmatical remarlf, thata man might hunt the hare 
wiih a pack of beagles, but not with a iirace of lobsters. 
His submission obtained Sir him some indulgence from 
ihe house. It was voted, indeed, that. like Lauderdale, 
he should be removed from the royal prasenra and coun- 
cils : but, with respect lo office, only from those employ- 
ments which he held during pleasure ; words that left 
him at liberty to dispose by sale of such as he held 

t He lOeA al ilia ttom St ij^brooks. ITHi 0«. 1673. 
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hy patent *. To the address aoainst him 11 well as 111 t 
against Liiuderdiile, Charles Inetly lepliel tlit le 
would take it iiilo consiJeiation 

Against Arlington was exhibited an impeachment of 

treason, Blld of trimesof high misdemeanor m a great 

I number of articles, arranged under the thiee heads uf 

15, promoting popery, embezzling aid wasting the rijial 
treasure, and betrayinglhe tiust reposed in him as puvy 
councillor, 0( these articles three parts in four had 
evidently no other foundation than suspicion and repoit, 
and the ease with which they were refuted served to 
throw ridicule on the whole eliarge. Arlington ad- 
di^ssed the house with more firmness than iiad been 
expected. To the assertions of Buckingham he gave 
the most pointed contradiclion ; and reprobated tlie in- 
juslico of imputing to one councillor the blame or merit 
of measures which had been adopted in consequence of 
the judgment and advice of the whole board, Arlington 
had secret frietids among those who appeared openly as 
his enemies : they acknowledged that there was much 
force in his ai^uraents ; and the motion to inllict on 
him the same punishment as on Lauderdale was rejected 
by a majority of forty voices. Ail that hia enemies 
could obtain, after a debate of Ave days, was the ap- 

20. pointment of a committee lo inquire, what port of the 

articles could be so far established as to furnish ground 

Feb for impeachment; and this committee, whether it was 

^- throuf;h the difficultji of' procuring satisfactory proof, or 
the intrigues of the leaders in favour of the accused, 
never presented any reports. 

• O. Jormi.Jan.ia.H. PmL Hitt.iv^63».4B,^iirnel,R 38. Ren.sby, 
e^slTury 1 i.nd an aira"' 

'"'*Ftb.l8. P^Hiit 
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By the lords the conduct of Buckingham and Arling- Jan 
ton, who had condescended to plead their own cause ^^ 
before the house of cuminoiis.waH considered deroyatovy 
from the dignily of the peerage ; and a Htondiiig order 
was made, lliat no peer should answer any accusation 
before the commons in person, or l>y counsel, or hy lett«r, 
under the penalty of bein^ committed to the custody of 
the black rod, or to the Tower, during the pleasure of 
the house In obedience to another order, ail thepeers 13 
in atlfndance, whether protesututs or catholics, took the 
oath of allegiance, which had been framed in the third 
year of James I , as a renunciation of the temporal 
claira'5 iscribed to the pope, and of the anti-social doc- 
times imputed to the tatholics The duke of York 
hesitated at first It had neter been proposed to 
pnnces Btandin^ in tho same lelation with himself 
to the throne, and he wa= unwilling to establish a pre- 
cedent to bind those uho might succeed him. But, 
some of the loids, making a distinction between heir- 
presumptive and heir apparent, he waived the objection, 14 
and look tlie oath in the same manner as ail tile other 
members of tlie house '" 

In the meanuhile the commons betrayeil no disposi- 
tion to grant a supply, and Charles, weary of the war, 
sought some expedient to diseng)ge himsHlf without 
disgrace fiom his connexnm nith trance. The uUicd 
sovereigns no longer letaincd that proud superiority 
which they had won in the first year of hostilities. By 
sea the English had gamed no considerable advantage ; 
by land the tide of success had turned in favour of the 
Stales. Spain and Austria had come forward to llieir 
aid : Montecuculli, (he impaKial general, had deceived 
the vigilance of Turenne, and laid siege to Bonn ; the 
prince of Orange, having reduced Naerden, by a bold 
and skilful march joined MLintecucuUi ; Bonn surren- 
dered ; and tho army, which maintained the French 

• Ijirii' Journ. liL 606. 8. IS MBCph, Pap, i. 7i, 
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cimqueats ill ihe United Pruvinces, cut off from all oom- 
munioatioii wilh the motliei' coiintry. nas compelled 
tu make a prenipilale relrest on the ancient frontieis of 
Jan. France. At lliis moment, th« States made to Charles, 
2^' through the Spanish ambaaaador, Del Fresno, an offer 
of acceding to the terms which lliey hoid refused at ihe 
congress of Colf^ne *. Tliis unexpected step was dif- 
ferently interpreted by their frienda and foes : the truth 
is, that the concession was the price at which the Stales 
had purchased the aid of Spain. The queen-regent 
1673. lefiised to engage in a wor with England ; and her 
Aug. ambassador, when he signed the public treaty of alliance, 
2U. received from the Stales a secret power of negotiating 
with the, English king on the following basis : that tlie 
conquests on each side should be restored ; that the 
honour of the flag should be yielded to Charles ; and 
that a sum of money, not eiiceeding 8G0,rU0 crowns, 
should be paid to him as an in demniii cation for the ex- 
penses of the wart. Whether Louis had obtained in- 
formation of the secret, is unoartain. During the au- 
tumn he refused to the king an advance of money ; now 
be offered, through his ambassador Ruvigni, a large 
sum toward Ihe equipment of the fleet. But Charles 
had communicated the proposal of the States to both 
houses of parliament, and had been advised by them to 
commence the negotiation. He replied to Ruvigni, that 
he Lad gone tao far to recede ; that necessity prevented 
him from supporting France any longer as her ally, but 
'^^'' that he still hoped to be of service to his good brother 
g as mediator between him and his opponents. Sir Wil- 
liam Temple was appointed to negotiate with Del Fresno; 
9. in three days the articles were safisraetorily adjusted; 
[J and Charles announced to his parliament, that he had 
concluded " a speedy, honourable, and, he trusted, 3. 
" lasting peace t." 

• r.onli- 3«iTu. 616. + Dumont. vii. a^a 

t LonU'Iaiim.aU.S. 33, nnliiiDple. I), 96. Temple, ii. 34?, SI), It 
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Bj this treaty, tlie king obtained the aulistatica of his 
detiiands in the simimer of 1672, with the exception of 
an acknowledgment lot the permission to flsii in the 
British seas, the mention of wliich was carefully avoided 
hy both powers. The Siates consented that their ships 
and fleets should lower their flags and topsnils to every 
British man-of war, on any part of the sea from Cape 
Finisterre to Van Stalen in Norway, as n matter of 
right, and not merely of compliment ; that the English 
settlei-a in Surinam should be freely permitted to leave 
that colony in English ships ; that all Bnbjects of dispute 
between the East India companies of the two notions 
should be referred to the decision of arbitrators, to ait in 
London ; that whatever questions might not be deter- 
mined by them in the space of three months should be 
referred to the decision of the queen-regent of Spain ; 
and that the Stales should pay to the king of Great 
Britain the sum of eight hundred thousand crowns by 
four yearly instalments. Charles had formerly demanded 
for the prince of Orange the dignity of stadtluihier, 
admiral, and captain -general, both to him and iiis pos- 
terity fbr ever : but the States prevented tlip agitation 
of the question by conferring those offices on him and 
his heirs a few days previously to the opening of the ne- 
gotiation *. 

Tlie reader is already aware, that ever since the Ml 
of Clarendon, the violent opponents of tiiat nobleman 
feared the resentment of the duke of York, and con- 
sidered their own safety to be intimately connected with 
his exclusion from the throne. Tlie duke's subsequent 
adoption of the catholic creed had ftirnislied them 
with an advantage of which they were not slow to avail 
tberaseives. They appealed to the religious passions of 
the people ; they magniSed the danger which threatened 

• DucniiDt. Til. m Then vat nilcleil n wiict utMe, thu ninllin 

L..^.. ....,- il.,.! ft.,.,t^ ,:hA.,l.l p«.»M 111.. Pnuli^li liv..,iL>i u-n-i,,.! in lh.i 
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the piotestant churuh; and they called for the esta- 
bliBlmieiit of securities, which, though they equally 
affeeled the whole tody of catlioiics, were in the intention 
of the framers chieHy directed against the duke's right 
to the succession. Their first step towards his exclu- 
Eion was tbe enactment of the test, which not only strip- 
ped liini of the extensive influence attached to his office 
of Joid tiigh admiral, but held him out to the people oi 
unfit to be trusted with employment under government, 
and consequently still more unfit to fill the mostexuUed 
magistracy in the slate. Their next attempt was to 
expel him from the house of lords, and from the coun- 
cils and the presence of his brother; and for this pur- 
pose they hud devised a more comprehensive test*, and 
moved in the last session, that nboeter lefused to t<ike 
it should be disahled from silting m parliament and 
prohibited from approaching withm &\e miles uf the 
court. This bill had been arretted m its progress by 
the prorogation : it was now iiitioduced a second lime 
under more favourable auspices Yet so numerous 
were the questions urged on the attention of the house, 
so long r^pA tedious the debates, that its pations Mere 
unable to carry it farlherthan the heound reading belore 
the prorogation of parliament. At the tame time, in the 
Kelj. house of lords, a different plati of securities had been 
S4 devised and adopted ,' to disarm all catholics, to prevent 
the princes of the blood from martj ing any hut piotes- 
tants, and to provide that ai! the younger branohea of 
the royal family, ihe eldest sons of catholic peers, and 
all the children of other catholics, if the father were 
dead, should be brought up protestants. The eail of 

• The notion of a mors mmprelien^o t^.t oriotnalrf ftom Hih imall 
□nmlnTurteslnn nitons, wllfoh hbd Itillowed the enactiueill of llie l^iat. U 

1. 458.) halmirtof tnfBirini!. wbloll wnitlie Inilll.lt-nl tlwy liii'i] averwlod 
Tuliini ef llieir planoa, noulil not hs miiity, UirooKh tlm Earns molivv, ab- 



dhy Google 



Carlisle moveil thai, to a priiite of the blooU, Ihe penally 
fur inarrying a citlioliC should he the forfeiture of hia 
riijht to tha 8ucces£ian. He was warmly supporlod by 
Holifcx and Shoftesbury, and aa warmly opposed by the 
lord keeper, and the earl of Peterborough ; the bishop 
of Winchester, wilh several of the prelates, eatae to the 
aid of the latter, maintaining: that such a penalty was 
inconsistent with the principles of Christianity, and the 
doctrine of the church of England ; and after alon^ 
and animated debate, the amendment was rejected by 
a triumphaut majority *. 

The duke of York had now but a cheerless prospect 
before hirn. He was fully aware of the object of hia 
enemies, of the taleuts and inlluence of some, and of the 
reckless, unprincipled uliaracter of others. He saw that 
his power and popularity were gone; the wavering dis- 
position of hia brother forliade hiin te place his reliance 
on the support of the throne ; and the victory which he 
liad recently obtained in the house of commons was so 
trilling, that it could not impart eonfideni:e, though.it 
might esolude despair. The first expedient which sug- 
gested itself to his mind, was a dissolution of i>itTiia- 
ment : but the result of another eleetiou was uneerluin ; 
and Charles, who had always betrayed an insuperable 
dislike to the expe m t w Id 1 d tyth p 

of (he house of com m If I j g ted 

him a supply, tl y h Id t t 1 th y 

refused, be would th I sol th m Th d k 
next resolved lortd mh as hpw 

the meeting of pail m t th ly pp j 1 h 

hia enemies would h f mplish lb p 

pose+. But for this it was necessary to supply hia 
brother with money ; and money could be procured only 
from the king of France. Fortunately, however, for his 
object, the views of Louis, in respect to the meeting of 
parliament, coincided with his own. 

•L.j™ta,iU,6ia.6a3.fi47.9. C. Jomn. Jan. SI; Feb 5. SO. Juims, 
1,4S». HDq)lu71.a.a.9. 

fSwCalimiui'sLDttcrin JoumulluCtlieCam., Is. £25. 
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That prince, though deserted by liis ally, slill ptovKd 
a match for his enemies. If he lost Gi-ave, he hud 
gained several battles; and the vehnquiahment uf his 
cunquests in the Netherlands had been more than 
balanced by the acquisition of the important pcovince of 
Franchecomte. Yut he liad reason to dread the acces- 
sion of England to the coufedeiacy against him, and 
williDgly listened to the duke of York who suggested 
that he should purchase the neutrality, by relievin<; the 

Aug. wants, of his English brother. The sum deraaniied was 
400,000/. ; hut Louis pleaded tlie immenso charges of 
the war, and the exhaustion of his treasury ; Charles 

Aug. descended to 3011,000 pistoles ; 500.000 crowns were at 
'fi'i- length offered and accepted; and the parliament was 

Koif. prorogued by proclamation from the 10th of November 
10. to the 13th of April. The three parties professed tliem- 
selves satislied. Charles obtained a temporary relief 
from his pecmiiacy embarrassments; Louis was fieed 
from the apprehension of a war with England during 
the approaching year ; and James had gained an addi- 
tional delay of Ave months to watch the secret intrigues, 
and prepare against the intended attack of his oppo- 

But whom, it may be asked, did those opponents 
mean to substitute in his place as presumptive heir to 
the crown ? Hiiherto they had fixed their eyes on the 
young duke of Monmouth ; nor was it unreasonable in 
them to hope that the Icing's partiality for hm son would 
serve to reconcile him to the exclusion of his brother. 
Neither did Monmouth himself appear indifferent to the 
splendid prize which solicited his pursuit, or prove in- 

■ DnlFynapla, it App. 93. 9. Dnlrympk Dbsflrrei tbaE thfl InfbrmtftloD 

liy liiui. ColHnian Kiiii^lit lu ptocuie eodtii^ ivam LquIa tliifin^fh Pvtrifr 
Ruvigni I ;iD<l M l^norQiit wss he ot 111 Bilitenc*. ihiil he uflajmnnl" ailii- 
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attentive to the suggestions of those who flattered and 
inilateil his ambition. By their advice, he begged of 
Charles the appointment of commaniier- in -chief, which 
liad been abolished, at the death of Mutik, as au oitice 
dangerous to be placed in the hands of a subject, at a 
time when revolutionary principles were still cherished 
in the country. James was alarmed, and remonstrated 
ag^ust the measure; but the affectioa of the king re- 
fused to listen to his arguments, and the patent was en- 
grossed, and received the royal signature. The duke of 
York, however, had his suspioiona. He took it up from 
the table; hisjealous eye immediately discovered severed 
erasures; and these, on examination, proved to be obli- 
terations of the word " natural," wherever Monmouth 
was described as the son of the king. Charles indignant 
at the fraud which had been practised upon him, tore 
the paper into fragments; but his anger quickly sub- 
sided ; the offence was forgiven, and Monmouth ob- 
tained a second patent, drawn, however, in proper form, 
and with the admission of (he obnoxious epithet. Still, 
his advisers were not satisfied. They instructed him to 
ask also for the command of the Scottish arm)', the levy 
of which they attributed to views hostile to the liberties 
of England. The king, with his usual iacUity, granted 
the request; but when Monmouth insisted that this 
commission should he drawn for life, and without men- 
tion of his illegitimacy, he was disappointed in both 
points by the vigilance and Brmness of LiiudenlBle •. 
• Jftii»3,i.4M.7. The neit yiMt Iho tJake of York «aa more ihomm. 

miMlon"™* th^ king aaraecl m purcll«M il Bii' Iho anrl of MulKra™,'SIo 
TU aflwitards Uiike of Buckipi[biini. ^Biil^Mnlpaye li»J sKlacod 

]J^.a4>'MiilBtn™ spoke 
Mtooutof.wurtion^id^ 

Ung, n. MoiiaKmlU. lo Ilia mini.let, bul lu vain. &t Ua ho p: 
lUsaell, In cuuriilBratiuo ot a taliuilila iiow-ot, lu oreti-ud 
paouJ oClili deitgn; llut it Moi^a break Ills lisan to leave lb 



lideitgn; llut it Moi^cl bi 
[..XII. 5 
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A second, and in many respects a moie formidible 
rival, WHS William, prince of Orange, the next iii sue 
cession Co the crown after the duke of \uik and his 
children. William was a protestant, his lieioic exer- 
tions in defence of his country had exalted him in the 
eyes of all who dreaded the ambitious designs ot the 
French monarch; and same of the popular leaders in 
England had not hesitated to pledge themselves to his 
service and to advocate his intereKla, even at a time 
when he was at war with their sovereign. The cor- 
respondence between them passed through the hands of 
Du Moulins, who, on suspicion of treachery, had been 
dismissed from the office of lord Arhngton, and had ob- 
tained in Holland the appointment of private secretary 
to the prince. His agents in England were Frymans, a 
Dutchman, and William Howard, the member for Win- 
chelsea, and afterwards lord Howard of Escriok. The 
first was screened from detection by hia obscurity ; but 
the discovery of certain important documents, furnished 
to the States by Howard, led to his incarceration in the 
Tower, where he purchased his pardon by an ingenuous 
confession. The king then became acquainted, for the 
first time, with the plan arranged between. the prince 
and his English adherents, guided, as it was believed, by 
Shaftesbury, during the last winter,— that the Dutch 
fleet should suddenly appear at the mouth of the river ; 
that they should improve the panic which it would occa- 
sion, (o raise the people ; and that the king should be 
compelled by clamour and intimidation to separate from 
his alliance with France. The conclusion of peace pre- 
vented the attempt, but did not dissolve the connexion. 
It was proposed, with the aid of money from Holland, to 
form a party in parliament, which should force Charles 
to join with the States as an ally in the war ; and the 
prince was not only encouraged lo hope for success by 
e:$3ggerated statements of the national discontent, but 
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advised to be ia jeadiiiess to take advantage of any re- 
volution which might follow *. 

The king was uware of the correspondence, but not of 
the iiailiculats ; and his jealousy was aujjinented by the 
ambiguous language of the iiislruutions found upon Ctr- 
staiis, an agent from the prince for the levy of trooi's. 
He resolved to watch more narrowly the conduct of 
Shaftesbury, who already began to practise those arts of 
esciting the passions of the people, which he afterwards 
employed to a greater extent, and with a more favour- 
able tesult. He represented himself as having earned- 
by his zeal for ptotestantism the hatred of the papists; 
under pretence that his hfe was in danger from (heir 
malice, he pMcured lodgings iu the house of Cook, an 
anabaptist preacher, and announced to the citizens that 
he trusted for his eafety to their vigilance and fidelity. 
But the king had no intenlion that the agitator should 
gain the ascendancy in the capital. He infbrmed Shaftes- 
bury that he was acquainted with his intrigues ; he 
oi-dered him to quit London and retire to his house in 
the country ; and he dined in public with the lord mayor 
on the 29th of October, and accepted, in a gold box, the 
ft-eedam of the city. On such occasions the king was 
irresistible. In defiance of the reports circulated against 
him, he won by his affability and cheerfulness the hearts 
of tho citizens t. 

During the summer Charles had leisure to decide on 
the fate of the three ministers who had drawn, upon 
themselves the diitpleasure of the parliament. He con- 
sidered Lauderdale ns aservantof thecrownof Scotland, 
and resolved to retain him in all his offices in opposition 
to the votes of the house of commons. Buckingham he 
dismissed without regret; and that nobleman immedi< 
ately joined Shaftesbury, and proved himself a valuabb^ 
auxiliary in the ranks of his former enemies. Arlington, 

• D'A'KDi.i.S. B.irD»t.il. S9. llutnel. lio»'«c«r,>houLd be eom.'ctr<i 



dhy Google 



by the royal command, accepted from sir Joseph WiDiam- 
Bon, under secretary, the sum of 6,001)', for the secvetary- 
sliip of state, an[l was raised to a more honourable, 
though less influHntial, office, that of eharalierlain of 
the household. He did not, howeier, disguise to him- 
self the I'eal cause of his removal. He had observed the 
rapid progress which the new treasurer, lately created 
earl of Danby, had made in the royul favour ; he saw 
that, to support liis own declinmgcredit,itwaa necessary 
to render some signal service to the king ; and with this 
view he proposed to him tbe negotiation of a marriage 
belween William, prince of Orange, and Mai^, eldeat 
dau^'hter, and presumptive heir fo the duke of York. 
As the prince was a p rot estant, such marriage, he argued, 
would tend to allay the I'eligious apprehensions of the 
people : and, as it would open to him a fair prospect of 
succeeding to the throne, it might reasonably be ex- 
pected, in return, that he should divorre himself fi-cm 
his political connexion with the popular leaders, and 
second the ting in his endeavour's to mediate a general 
peace. It was in vain that the duke of York objected-: 
when he claimed the rights of a parent, he was told that 
his children were the property of the nation; and when 
he urged the indelicacy of making his daughter the 
wooer, it was replied, that it would he the care of the 
negotiator to lead the prince by hints and suggestions to 
., make the first proposal. Charles entered warmly into 
l(l_' the pr'oject. Bad the earls of Arlington and Ossory pro- 
ceeded with their tamilies to the Hague, under the pre- 
tence of visiting the relatives of their wives, two sisters 
of the nameof Beverwaert, daughters of a natural son of 
Maurice, prince of Orange, But William had ali'eady 
taken his determination. For Arlington he had con- 
tracted an insuperable aversion ; and when that minister 
complained tO'him in bis uncle's name of his reluctance 
to accept the king's mediation, and of his intrigues 
against the royal authority, he replied, that peace must 
depend on the consent of those allies whi, had so gene- 
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roualy resiiued his country from tho gcasp of the invadm, 
and that Uia honour forbade him to enter itilo explair..- 
tions which might compromise the safety of his ftiendi 
.n England. To the earl of Ossory, whom the pi'inoe, on 
account of his naval reputation, treated with more 
respect, had been assigned the first mention of the in 
tended marriage; but tlie moment he attempted to in- 
troduce the aubjeot, WilUam interrupted him by the 
laconic remark, that, in the existing circumstances, he 
was not in a condition to think of a wife. The fact was, 
that hia English adherents were alarmed. They admo- 
nished him to be on his guard against the wiles and 
sophistry of Arlington, and conjured him to reject the 
proposal of marriage as an artifice devised by hia enemies, 
to destroy hia popularity, by persuading tlie people that 
he was joined in league with the king and the duke 
against their liberties and religion. The advice was re' 
ligiously obeyed ; and the envoys, having paid a short 
visit to their relations, returned to England. Here Ar- 
lington found that the jailure of his mission did not con- 
tiibuto to raise bint in the ti n ' f 1 ' g 

and Ihat Dauby had impro\ d b opp tu t f h d 
by hiB absence, to rendei h maelf tb 1 d f ll aa 

As the winter passed, th 1 ad f th t g t 
parties held numerous co \t.ti t t 1h 

ibices, and airange their pi g t th pp 1 

session ufpatliament. In th h se f 1 d I d 
veraaries of the minister co Id p nt m 11 b f 
midable minority under th d k f Bu k h m th 
eails of Shaftesbury and Sai by Jll 1 dW! tn 
In that of the commons they formed a numerous poi'ty 
under active and experienced leaders ; among whom were 
Garroway and Lee, veterans, who had long been listened 

IhaJ minuifet's nllEDipW iu fetour of ti|e pccHMl lo leuitLnmo MonnioiUll. 
Mi-cpli. i 'li. Si. Wlicn Ihe a«tt ot niiFtiage uu mail, lie knew tluit 
th« iluchaag Dt York «us iasa uilvnnced ante of iicegDBaii]', icircuiaelwKa 
vhich considerably lasgeimt Ub taIiw. 
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to as oracles in tlie house ; Povvle and Lyttleton, skilled 
in the science of Eirms and the applicationof precedents; 
lurd Cavenilish, distinguished by the vei'satility of his 
lalenis and lUe elegance of his mannei's, the votary aH 
the same time of aral'itian and of pleasure, ardent in bia 
puisuifs, and implacable in his resentments ; lord Rus- 
sell, less brilliant and less eloquent than his friend, but 
more regular in his morals, and more respected by his 
colleagues; air William Coventry, whose experience 
easily detected the arts and sophistry of the ministers, 
and whose apparent want of passion gave the semblance 
of impaitiality to his opinions ; and Birch, who had been 
a colonel in the revolutionary array, and was now the 
roughest, boldest speaker in the house*. To these 
should be added Meres, Sacheverell, Vaughan, and se- 
veral others, ready and zealous debaters on everyques- 
tion ; but the master spirit, who guided the motions ol 
the whole body, was the earl of Shaftesbuiy, and to him 
was occasionally joined the earl of Arlington, who, 
through his eagerness to humble a successful rival, fargot 
his obligations to his sovereign, and readily lent his aid 
to oppose those counsels, in the origination of which he 
no longer participated. By these it was determined to 
insist on the recoil of the English troops serving in the 
.French army ; to advise an immediate union with the 
allies for the purpose of breaking the power of Louis 
XIV". ; to impeach the earl of Danby ; and Jo refuse all 
pecuniary aid as long as he should retain the office of 
lord treasurer. Some of thesewere popular measures; 
all were calculated to erahariass the court, and might, 
by leading to a change of administration, place Shaftes- 
bury and Arlington ouce more at the head of the go- 

Danby, on the other hand, prepared to meet his op- 

-iUsivelirorUwiKntleniim tliu'lwH'uautniw twi. Fur ir lie lind, lis 
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poDenls witb aeonfldent anticipation of victory. He had 
persuaded himself chat their succeas in the iast session 
was owing to the dexterity with which they employed the 
cry of ■■ no popery," and marshalled in their favour the 
religious fearsandjealousiesof thepeople. He obtauied 
permission of the king to oppose them with their owp 
weapons, and jbr this purpose, to employ the whole 
power of government in putting down every species of 
sectarianism and dissent, and to rally the cavaliers and 
the clergy round the throne, hy identifying the cause of 
the church with that of the court. A council was held 1675, 
by appoiulment at Lambeth; several of tlie bishops met ^^s' 
the lord keeper, the lord treasurer, Lauderdale, and the 
two secretaries of state ; the king's anxiety for the sup- 
port and prosperity of the establishment was explained, 
the aid of the prelates aud clergy demanded, and a plan 
of combined operation arranged. In a few days the lust 
fruits of the consultation appeared. A proclamation 
was published, enihodying six orders which had recently 
been made in council, ihat all natives who hud taken 
orders in the church of Rome should quit the realm in 
the space of six weeks, under the penalty of death*; 
that every subject of the three kingdoms, who presumed 
to attend at mass, either in the queen's ehapei, or in any 
chapel belonging to the foreign ambassadors, should for 
that offence suffer a year's imprisonment and pay a fine 
of one hundred marks, of which a third part should be 
given as a reward to the informer ; that all convictions 
of popish recusants, particularly among the more opulent 
classes, should be brought tg a cojiciusion without delay, 
and certified into bis majesty's exchequer ; that any 
papist, or reputed papist, who should dare to enter the 
palaces of Whitehall, or St. James's, or any other place 
where ihe court might chance to be, should, if a peer, bo 
committed to the Tower, if under the rank of a peer, to 
one of the common gaols ; and, lastly, that, since all 
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licenses for separate places of worship liad been recalled, 
the laws for the suppression of oonyentieles should be 
rigorously enforced *, 

By the popular party, this proclamation was ridiculed 
as a weak and unworthy artifice to Wind the eyes of the 
people. Among the catholics and non-conformists, it 
created considerable alarm. A depulation of ministers 
waitedontheduke of York, reminded him of his frequent 
declarations in favour of liberty of conscience, and so- 
licited hia protection against the intolerant policy of the 
cabinet. But James had already remonstrated in vain. 
He had lepresented to the king, that such severity to the 
dissenters was dangerous, because it might goad that 
numerous and powerful body to resistance ; and with 
respect to catholics, it was ungrateful, on account of 
their former services to his father, and unnecessary, he- 
cause, few as they were in number, and incapacitated by 
teats and disqualifications, they possessed not the power, 
even if they had the will, of injuring the establishment. 
But Charles, assured of his brother's submission, cored 
little for his objections ; he even prepared for him a more 
bitter mortifleation. In virtue of the royal mandate, the 
bishop of London conducted the princess Mary to church, 
and conferred on her the rite uf confirmation in defiance 
of the authority of her father 1'. 
April At the appointed time, the session was opened with a 
13. speech from the throne. The king assured the two 
houses, that his great object in calling them together 
was to come to a right understanding with his parlia- 
ment, and to expose to the world the hollow and wiqked 
designs of those who sought to drive him to a dissolution. 
But these men would find themselves disappointed. He 
waa neither so weak nor so irresolute as to part with his 
friends in order to oblige his enemies. In the speech of 
the lord keeper, the chief novelty was an awkward at- 

• Wilkins, Cod. iv.59!i. Keniiel.SOl. Bamei.SbS. 
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tempt to justify the late intolerant pioclnmatiun. The 
gOTOrnmeut, he aaid, was placed in a most delicate 'and 
dilHeult situatioi!, between the church on one side, and 
the dissentei's anil catliolics on the other. If the king 
auspeiKled the execution of the penal laws, he was told 
that he deserted the cause of ihe church ; if lie enf need 
them, he was reproached with the charge of persecution. 
But it was better to have some rule than none : other- 
wise universal toleration, and endless confusion, the 
necessary consequence of toleration, must ensue. The 
king had followed the rule laid down by the legisbtore ; 
and, if any man feit a^rieved by it, he was still at libeity 
to appeal to the wisdom and equity of parliament, the 
best judge of the real interests of the nation *. 

Of the plan devised at Lambeth, that part"hich re- 
garded the suppression of popery was entrusted to the 
friends of the minister in the house of commons, where, 
to such a proposal, no opposition could be expected. 
Resolutions were accordinsly voted, committees ap- April 
pointed, and bills introduced. Still nothing was done, 'J- 
That zeal for orthodoxy, which had formerly animated 
the members, seemed to be extinct, and not one of the 
bills proceeiied any farther than the second reading. 
The fact was, that the popular leaders ceased to urge the 
suppression of popery, when theiropponents would claim 
the chief merit of the measured. Their efforts were di- 
rected to the pursuit of their own objects. !<*. They gb- , ' 
tained a renewal of the address to remove Laudenlale 
from ofBoe ; but Charles was now flirnished with a ready 23, 
answer, — that the words laid to his charge, if spoken at 
all, were spoken before t!ie last act of grace, and must 
therefore be covered by it; and that the act of the 
Scottish parliament fur the levy of the army necessarily 

• L.Joiiiii.iii.BrA*. 

t Com. J.mm, A|tlB,17.21. May S7. Mnfvrf), i. SI?. 237.240. "Wb 
" wr» mqGiIcdI," snys CoLsman, " ttinl, the ministers h^iiiiliK turnea Ihelt 
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arose uut of a preceding ast in 1€63, whoii Lauderdale 
was not tlie voyal eommissionet *, 2°. Loid William 

April Russell called the attention of the houae W the conduct 
^^- oftheloiil treasurer ; and seven articles of impeachment 
were exhibited against him, charging him with improper 
use of the authority of his office to deceive the tiing, 
enrich his own family, and squander the royal treasure. 
There appears to have been little ground far any of these 
chaises. But Danby did not rely solely on his inno- 
cence: he was careful to purchase adherents in the 
house, not after the manner of his predecessors, by 
offering presents to the more eminent speakers, but by 

-J seeking out silent votes, which might be procured at a. 
^ lowerpripe,and thereforeiogreaternuraher. Thearticles 
against him were debated separately, and each in its turn 
was rejected f. 3°. Besides Dauby, the Dntch and 
Spanish ambassadors had also been lavish of money. 
Their object was to procui-e the revocation of the English 
regiments in the French army ; ajid their efforts were 
^' zealously aided by the popular party. To the address for 
this purpose presented by the house, Cbiu-les replied, 
that the English corps was inconsiderable in point of 
number, and he would take care that it should not be 
recruited. More than this he could not do : to recall it 
would be inconsistent with his honour. This answer 
provoked a most vehement debate in a committee of the 
'*' whole houae. On one side it was maintained that the 
English amounted to eight thousand men, that they 
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formed the chief force in the army commanded by Tu- 
teiine, and that to their gallatitry wereowiiigmostof the 
advantages which had been gained by tliat general. On 
the other, it was contended that they did not eK.ceed two 
thousand horse and foot ; that; on the conclusion of the 
peace with the States, it ivas mutually understood that 
they were not to be recalled ; and that a much greater 
number of British subjects was actually serving in the 
Dutch army under the princeof Orange. On a division, 
the tellers were charged with negligence or fi'aud ; in- 
stantly the leaders who sat on the lowest benches sprung 
to the table, and the other members on each side ci-owded 
to their support. Lord Cavendish and S rJohn Ha mer 
distinguished themselves by their violence a 1 ep thets 
of insult, with threats of defiance, were re i oc lly es 
changed. The tumult had lasted halt in h r hen the 
speaker, without asking permission, took [ ssession of 
the chair; the mace, after some resstii e as aga n 
placed on the table ; the members resumed tl e seats ; 
and, on the motion of Sir Thomas Lee a pro u se w a May 
given by each in his turn, that he woi Id take o ot ce II. 
out of doors of what had happened th n The 1 s 20. 
cusiiion of the question was again brought foiwarl. On 
one occasion the ministers obtained the majority by a •'"'■a 
single voice ; on another they were defeated by the 
easting vote of the speaker. A new address was ordered ; 
hut there is no evidence that it was ever presented*. 

The more important part of the ministerial prcgect, 
the panacea for all the evils of the nation, was reserved 
for the house of lords, in which the court was assured of 
an overwhelming majority. This was introduced in the April 
shape of a test to he taken by all membei s of pailiament, '^■ 
by privy councillors, magistrates, and all peioons hold- 
ing office under the crown. The teat itself was made 
up of the several oaths and declarations which, by suc- 

• Com. Jonm. Ua; S. 10, 11. SO. June S. Fail Hist Iv 699-709. 
on'lhf.KMMOn.lvtlofctlLdd'enthecDUtt.' ^f^'^' ' """ 
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cessive acts of parliament since the restoration, had been 
imposed upon members of corporations, ofiicers of ihe 
army, and ministers of the church. These acts, how- 
ever, had been passed at a time when the nation bad not 
recovered from that phreuBy of loyalty into which it had 
been thrown by the return of the king: now the minds 
of men had been allowed leisure to cool ; an intention 
of establishing arbitrary power had, by report, been at- 
tributed to the king ; and ihe doctrines of the year forty- 
one had begun to resume their former influence. That 
protection and allegiance are correlative, and that the 
law which secures the rights of the people, sanctions re- 
sistance to the invasion of those rights, were principles 
openly inculcated and maintained; and it was to cheek 
their diffusion, and to remove their supporters from pur- 
liament and office, that the non< resisting; test had been 
devised. The king interested himself warmly in its suc- 
cess. He attended daily, standing as a spectator at the 
fire-side ; but his presence, though it might animate the 
champions of the court, did not dismay or silence their 
Vpril opponents*. The debates occnpied seventeen days, often 
^1 from an eirly hour till ei^ht in the evening, sometimes 
till midnight It is acknowledged, that on no former 
occasion had such a display of eloquence and ability 
been exhibited in that house ; never had any question 
been discussed with so much obstinacy and address. 
The loids who chief!} distinguished themselves by their 
advocacy of the measure were the lord treasurer, the 
lord keeper, and the bishops Movley and Ward ; and to 
these were opposed the acknowledged leaders of the po- 
pular party, with two catholic peers, the marquess of 
Winchester and the lord Petret. The former argued 
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that the principle of the test had already heeii rew^- 
iiised iu the acta for corporal ions, Ihe militia, and the 
cliurch; that the only object of the present bill was lo 
render that principle mote generally useful by extend- 
ing its opeintian ; that it would thus offer a sufficient 
security both to church and state, and at the same time 
a security so "moderate,'' that it nould not be refused 
by any but those who cherished seditious and anriino- 
narehical seutinients, and who, on that very account, 
ought not to be trusted with the office of malting or of 
admiaistering the laws. Their opponents replit^d, that 
the question was now altered ; tliat while the test was 
confined to persons in inferior situations, there remained 
the high court of parliament to explain lis meanuie and 
control its application : but that now it uas intended to 
hind the parliament itself, and to mate all ranks of men 
dependent on the pleasure of the sovereign Such a 
test invested both the crown and the mitie with a divine 
right, which could not be controlled by any human 
power, and amounted in effect to a ' dissettlement of 
" the whole birthcight of England." 

When it came to be debated in its sevenl parts the 
0])position lords objected that the fiisl clause, which 
pronounced it " unlawful, on any pretence whatsoever, 
" to lake up arms against the kins;," was taltnlated to 
pravoke doubts and questions, which a wise adminis- 
tration would Beet to prevent. What, it might be 
asked, was the distinction between passive obedience, 
and the unlawfulness of resistance in any ciioura- 
stancea whatsoever; where the dilTerenie between an 
absolute government and a hmited monarchy, if there 
were no boundary to submission undei either' Against 
the second, that it ''is traitorous to take up arms by 
" the king's authority against his person," tan allusion 
to the language of the parliament during the civil war,) 
they argued, that circumstances might occur, as in the 
case of Henry VI., in which such taking up of arms 



dhy Google 



62 CHABLES II. [CIIAP. I. 

misht tend to tli« benefit and safety of the sovereign ; 
and the third, which extended the same doutrine to ihe 
employment of force against persona commissioned by 
the oi-own, they described aa leading to ihe most opprea- 
sive and alarming results. It specilied neither the ob- 
ject of the commission, nor the qualification uf the Ci>m- 
missioner; but made it treason to oppose with forfe the 
unlaH'ful aggression not only of sliei-iffs and magistrates, 
but even of naval and military ofBcers; for all these 
were armed with commissions from the kina:, and might 
pretend to act in " pursuance of such commission." 

Tlie gieat struggle, however, remained. The oath 
was at first conceived ia the following words: "I do 
" swear that I will not endeavour the alteration of the 
" government either in church or state." The practice 
of multiplying oaths was represented as impious, by 
holding out temptations to p j j d useles-s, be- 
cause oaths bind only men f 1 bl d virtuous 
minds, from whom sedition b II ot to be ap- 
prehended. But to this th n p t 1 it was ob- 
jected, that if it were mad 5 q I flcniion for 
a seat in parliament, it woi Id p t t tl disherison 
both of the people and tl pe f ti people, hy 
trenching on their right of inhubting to men of their 
own choice tlie power of imposing the public taxes ; and 
of the peerage, !>y depriving the peers, who should refuae 
to take it, of the right to which they were born, of sitting 
in that house, and taking a part in the discussion of all 
subjects debated within iu walls. The latter part of this 
objection was urged with so much vehemence, that the 
ministers deemed it prudent to yield. The lord treasurer 
proposed a resolution, which, at the su^<^eition of the 
duke of York, was changed into a standing order of the 
house, that "no oath should ever be imposed, by bill or 
" otherwise, the refusal of which should deprive any peer 
" of his place or vote in parliament, or of liberty of de- 
" bate therein*." 

" L. Jolirn. lii. 873. Marph. I. 81. In Dm of Ihe oath prapoaiid Ijy IhB 
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When the house proceeded to consider the rorm of the 
proposed oath, the bishops were exposed to the profane 
jesta and irreverent sarpaams of (be duke of Buckitig- 
hara, ami Kalled upon to auawer several searching and 
vexatious inquiries by the dissenting peers. What, it 
was asked, was this episcopal govecnment, to which the 
subject had now to swear oUegiance ? From whom did 
the prelales profess to derive iheir powers? They re- 
plied, that the priestliood, and the powers of the priest- 
hood, came to them from Christ ; the license to exercise 
those powers from the civil magistrate. "But," ex- 
claimed the lord Wharton, "excommunication is one of 
"those powers; do you derive from the sovereign the 
"license to excommunicate tlie sovereign?'' This, it 
was answered, was to suppose an extreme case wliich 
had never arrived, and probably never would amve. 
Others obseirvod, that the oath provided only for "the 
government,'" or discipline of the church ; why were its 
doctrines omitted? The government of the church oi 
Rome was episcopal ; no catholic would object to take 
the oalh, even if at the same time he should meditate 
the subversion of one church, and the establishment of 
the other. This objection alarmed the lord treasurer, 
and he offered to add the words " the proleslant reli- 
" gion.'' "But what," asked tlie earl of Shaftesbury, 
" is the protestant religion ? Where are its boundaries ? 
"How are they to he ascertained?" The bishop of 
Winchester replied, that the protestant religion was 
comprehended in the thirty-nine articles, the liturgy, the 

" invUatlona, by ar&om Hdypenoti wbetcaever, or tluiim{U tin hupe-or 
" prD9p«ct of flJiJ pft, place, oKcD or btmefit vhKlaiHrver, give my «ite 
" cjtbvTwine IbaD ponurdliiir to my opinion nod coDic^nce, fta I ahnll bo 
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catechism, the cunons, and tbe homilieE. His o^ ponciit 
!w;ain inriuired whether' every thing eoiifamed in ihese 
five books were part and parcel of the proteatant reli- 
gion? If so, then it must be conlended that their au- 
thors were infallible, and had laid down nothing wliicb 
ought to be rejected or reformed. If not, then the ob- 
jection reourretl : the precise limits of the proteslant 
religion were unknown, and no man could consoieali- 
ously bind himself hy oath never to alfoi' a system, with 
tlie real extent of which he was unacquainted. To escape 
from the difficulty, tlie words, " now established by law 
" in the church of England," were added. 
May From the government of the church, the debate pro- 
3- ceeded to the government in the state. Here the op- 
ponents of the measure renewed the struggle with equal 
obstinacy. Were the civil institutions of the country so 
perfect as to admit of no improvement? Couhl no com- 
bination of circumstances oier occur to make some alter- 
ation expedient ? Let the house give its sanction to ihia 
part of the oath, and the chief privilege of the peerage 
was gone for ever. They might assemble and vote sup- 
plies ; but to legislate on any subject connected with the 
government of the country would be a violation of the 
test. Tliey must abandon their duty as a part of the 
legislature, or perform it under the guilt of peijury. 

At length, after a variety of amendments and adjourn- 
ments, divisions and protests, the declaration and oath 
were passed in the committee, in the following improved 
form. " I, A. B., do declare that it is not lawful, on any 
" pretence whatsoever, to talie up arms against the 
" king; and 1 do abhor the traitorous position of tak- 
" ing arms by his authority against his person or against 
" those that are commissioned by him according to law, 
" in time of rebellion and war. and acting in pursuance 
" of such commission. I, A. B., do swear that I will not 
" endeavour any alteration of the protestant religion 
" now established hy law in the church of Eujjland, nor 
" will I endeavour any alteration in the government, in 
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" church or state, as it h by law esiabliaheil." Tliero 
only reiiiained to deiecmiiie Ihe penally of a relusal 
to lake the test, which, in defiance of all ihe effiiita of 
the opposition, was fixed at a fine to 5UU/,, and iiKapa- 
city to bold office or commission under llie ci'ovi'n. Biit, 
ns this inuapaeity did not affect the right of silting in 
either house, the members of bolh were made subject 
to a repetition of the fine in every succeeding parlia- 
ment"". 

To retard the pi'ogresa of the bill, had been the great 
object of the country party in the house of lords ; to 
throw it out, was to be the achievement of their associates 
in that of the commons. But even there much had 
lately happeneil to shake their confidence in thair own 
power : the fate of the impeachment of Danby, and the 
rejection of a bill to prevent merabers from accepting 
places under government, had convinced Ihem that the 
ministers could command the votes of many secret, hut 
faithful, adherents. To relieve them from their appre- 
hensions, itn event occurred which, if it were not, as ia 
probable, originally contrived, was at least most dexter- 
ously improved, to suspend the course of ordinary 
business in both houses, and to provoke a dissolution, or 
at least a prorogation of parliament. At all times an ap- 
peal by writ of error lay from the decisions in the couits 
of law to the house of lords, as the su|!reme judicatmo 
in the nation ; and, during the reign of James I., simdar 
proceedings had been introduced relative to judgments 
in chancery. It happened that at this period the de- 
fondants in three of tliese appeals to the justice of Ihe 
lovds possessed seats in the house of commons; and 
when notice to appear was served on sir John Fagg, 
one of the three, the house voted such a notice a breach 
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May of privilege, Tlie lords insisted on theii claim. Theirs 
^- was tlie only court to decide on writs of error or appeal ; 
they sate only at the same time with the house of com- 
mons; and therefore, if they could not hear causes in 
which the members of that houi^e were' gmities, a denial 
of justice must follow. The commons disputed the in- 
ference— it might be a suspension, hut not a denial of 
justice — the appeal might he heard, when the parties 
were no longer entitled to the privilege of parliament- 
Nothing could be weaker than such reasoning ; hut they 
compensated for its weakness by the vigour of their 

13. conduct. They committed to the Tower. Shirley and 

15. Stoughton, two of the appellants ; resolved ihat to pro- 
secute in the house of lords any cause against a member 

28. of their house was a breach of priv'ilege; declared that 

no appeal lay from the courts of equity to any otlier tri- 

Junehunal; and voted that four barristers, who, by oi'der of 

•• the lord?, had pleaded before them in one of the appeals, 
should be taken into custody. This last insult set the 
higher bouse ia a flame; and the opponents of the test, 
whose real aim was to foment the quavrel, were the fore- 
3, most to defend the rights of the peerage. The captive 
barristers were rescued by the usher of the black rod 
from the grasp of the serge ant-at- arms, who suddenly 
abscorided, that he might escape the punishment with 
whiph the house of commons had determined to visit 
his pusillanimity or negligence. Two days afteiwards, 
the speaker, as he passed through Westminster hall, 
arrested Pemherton, one of the barristers, and took his 
prisoner with him to his ehamber* ; the new sergeant at 
arms brought the other three out of the court of king's 
bench, and all four were conveyed to the Tower. The 
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house of lords was not slow to undertake tlioic protection. 
A mejsaire was sent to the lieuienaiit to set them at 
hbeity, and, when he demuned, four writa of habeas Jcina 
corpus were forwai'ded by the loi-d-keeper, commitinliiio; ?■ 
him to piiKluce his prisoners before the king in his lii^h 
court of parliament. The lieutenant was perplexed. 8. 
He consulted the house of commons, which forbade him 
to obey the writs ; and. in this choice of evils, he pre- 
ftiied 05 the leas dangerous, to incur Ihe displeasure of 
the lords* 

Duiing the altercation, Charles had addressed both 5, 
huusBs in the tone, and with the dignity, of a master. 
Ihej Here, he told thera, the dnpes of men, enemies to 
him and to the church of England: the authors of Ihe 
quirisl sought not the preservation of privilege, but the 
dissolution of parlianieiit ; let the two houses confer 
coolly and dispassionalely together; ihey would easily 
drover the means of reconrali alien, or, if they did not, 
he would judge impartially between them, for he could 
not sit a silent spectator of a dispute which threatened 
to spread itself through the nation, for a mere question 
ol privilege. But his advice was distegardei! ; the ir- 
ritation of the parties was nourished by repeated acts of 
mutual defiance ; and the king, to suspend the prosecu- 3. 
tion of the quarrel; prorogued the parliament t. 

Though Charles in his speech made no allusion to his Oet, 
own wants, yet his promise, to meet them again in a short 13. 
time, led to a suspicion thut the governmentwas reduced 
to the lowest state of pecuniary distress ; and the leaders 
of the country party resolved to persist in their phin of op- 
posinga supply, with the hope of provoking a dissolution 
of the ministry, or of the parliament. The first would 
otter to their ambition the offices held by their opponents, 
the latter would be succeeded by a genei'al eleciion, in 
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Ocl:, wliicli they promised to theiasclves a decided superiority. 
13, Tlie houses accordingl}' met, and the king solicited the aid 
of his people to pay off the anticipations on the revenue, 
arauuntiiig to 800,000;., and to put the navy in a con- 
dition lo maintain the dignity of the British dag*. In 
the committee on the royal speech, the ministers ob- 

^)^_ tained at first the majority by the casling vote of the 
Id. chairman. But on a, second division they were defeated 
by a small majority, and the house refused to entertain 
the question of supply on account of anticipations. This 
was a severe disappointment; yet Danby did cot de- 
spond ; a long session would afford him the oppurluuity 
of appealing to the ambition and cupidity of tlie members ; 
and it was possible that several might oppose the court 
HOW, with the sole view of obtaining a higher price for 
tlier future services. The house proceeded with the 
public business, It was voted that 4OU,0O0i. per annum 
should be taken from the customs, and applied to the 
maintenance of tlie navy ; that a sura of 300,000^. should 
be laised and placed in the chamber of London, and he 
appiopiiated fo the building of twenty ships of war ; that 
papists should be disabled from sitting in either house of 
parliament; that a bill should be introduced to recall 
the English forces serving in the French army ; and 
that a remedy should be devised to prevent bribery in 
elections. In the divisions which these questions pro- 
duced, the balance inclined alternately in &vour of the 
opposite parties ; a d tl e n 'o 't* we e t iHing, that 
it was impossible wh n d mately ob- 

2g tain the superior y In h h f rds, Shitley 

hastened tu revive que n ha eal. Each 

party sought to n h h o< um of the 

measure ; but the h q p d gs h w that the 
appellant acted und h ad b instigation 

of Shaftesbury and h f nd . d bate, which 
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WHS continued by odjiiurnment for several days, that 
nobleman displavecl exliaordinarj eloquence and waimih, 
Hnd obtained, in deRance of the mmtslers aud l!ie pre- 
lates, the appointment of a day lor the hearing of the 
appeal. It mi^ht be that, as be pietunded, he songht to "' 
establish beyond dispute the claim of the peeiage ; but 
he had moreover a private and more incerested motive. 
He vian tha author of a pamphlet recently published 
under Ihe title of " A Letter from a Person of Quality 
" to a Friend in the Country," purporting to detail llie 
debate in the last session on the question of the non-re- 
sisting test. This tract the house voted " a lying, scan- g 
" dalous, and seditious libel ;" it was ordered to be burnt 
by the hand of the common hangman, and a committee 
was appointed to discover the author, printer, and pub- 
lisher. Under such circumstances, the renewal of the 
quarrel between the houses oifered him the best shelter 
from prosecution. In the commons, attempts were made 
to revive the violent votes of the last session against ilie 
claim of the peers ; but they wore constantly defeated by 
the court party, who on this subject commanijed a 1ar!j;e 
majority, and procured a vote for a conference, " to jire- 1 
" serve a good understanding between tlie two housea." 
In that meeting tltey suggested that, according to the 
royal advice, all subjects of national interest should take 
precedenoeof the question of judicature r but Shaftes- 
bury opposed the expedient under different pretexts, and 
a resolution 'was carried to hear the appeal on the follow- 
ing morning. The resentment of the commons could no 
lunger he restrained; in one house tlie obnoxious votes 
were revived*; in the other, loi'd Mohun moved an -2 
address for the dissolution of the parliament. Thus a 
new subject of contention was raised, which called forth 
the whole strength of the two parties. The popular 
leaders supported the motion, on the ground that frequent 
parliaments were required by the a ' 

• MBTvpn.i-a-rft, !, Co'n,Jouiii, Kov. 18. 13. U loaim 
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the kingdom ; tliat the existing house of commons, chosen 
in 16SI, did not in fact represent the sense of tlienution 
in 1675 ; aiid that the preiensloiia which it set fovtb, the 
violence which it dLtplayed, the superiority which it as- 
sumed, had led to a state of things, in which the parlia- 
ment, insteaii of proving a national benefit, had become 
a useless incumbrance ; but that with a new house, the 
real representatives of the people, no cause of dissension 
would exist ; the lesloration of harmoriy woohl enable 
parliament to provide Ibr every interest, to grant supplies 
to the crown, to establish securities for the chureh,io 
extend indulgence to dissenters, and lo secure to tlie 
catholics tlie possession of th ' p p t n 1 hereditary 
honours. On the other hat d, h ra nd his ad- 

herents contended, that ad a b i unneces- 

sai'y and dangerous. As m d n between 

the houses liad been Leal d so p t was not 

without its remedy. . Whate m j,h b b faults of 
the house of commons, the c and e g u principles 
of its members had been pro ed e ection might 

introduce new men, hostile b h h h h and the 
throne ; antimonarebiKal doo n g in the aa- 

cendoncy ; and the miseries f 11 y y one might 

be renewed. Hitherto the duke of York, however he 
might disapprove, had deemed it his duty to abstain from 
all open opposition to the measures of government ; on 
this occasion he gave his powerful aid to lord Mohun ; 
and his example drew after it the support of his adlie- 
rents, and of the catholic peers. The minister was 
alarmed ; his adversaries out numbered .his ftillowejs in 
the house ; and it was only through the aid of proxies 
that he was able to obtain the small majority of two 
''votes, Xhe consequence wasan immediate pro I'Ogat ion ; 
not for a Short space, after the usual manner, but for the 
unprecedented duralion of fifteen months *, 
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Diirini! this session an adventurer made liis appear- 
ance on llie public stage, the pi'ototype of the celebrated 
Titus Oates. He was a foreigner, the son of Beauohat 
eaii, an actress iu Paris, and had passed, with little 
credit for truth or integrity, through the several situa- 
tions of usher in a school, servant io a bishop, inniate in 
a monastery, and companion to an itinerant misl^ionary. 
A fci^ery, wbielihecomiuittedotMontdidier^in Picardy, 
compelled liim to flee from (he pursuit of justice; and 
lie ai'rived in lyimlon, under a feigned name, without 
money and without friends. But his ingenuity did not 
desert him. Ha called himself Hyppolite du Chasfelet 
de Luzancy; he professed an anxious desji'e to conform 
to the church of England; and in the pulpit at the j^ 
Savoy he read his abjuration, and delivered a discourse, 
stating the grounds of his conversion. Instantly the 
Fi'ench Jesuit (so he was now styled) became an object 
of interest to the zealous and the charitable ; contribu- 
tions flowed to him from numerous quarters ; and his 
only anxiety was to secure the means of support after 
the flrst excitement, which he had caused, should have 
died away. Three months after his conversion, he gave OcL 
information to some of the popular leaders that, about a 4, 
month before. Father St. Germain, who, for greater effect, 
was described as confessor to the duchess of York, had 
surprised him in his lodging, and, holding a poniard to 
his breast, bad compelled him, with the threat of instant 
death, to sign a recantation and a promise to return to 
his native conntiy. Neither the improbability of the 
tale, nor the time ihat had been suffered to elapse, set-ms 
to have awakened suspicion. Lord Holies communicateii Nov. 
the important intelligeiica to the king in the bouse of 8- 
lords; lord Russell introduced it to the notice of the 
house of commons; and the parliament, the court, the 
city, the country, resounded with cries of astonishment 
at the insolence of the papists. The king published a m 
procUniation for the arrest of St. Germain, wherever he 
might he found ; the lords brousi;ht in a bill for llio en- 
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Nov. cciuiiigemBTit of monks and friars in foreij,Ti parts to leave 
'2. their convenis, and embrace the reformed faiUi; aiidtlie 
commons ordered (he lord chief justice to issue his war- 
rant for the appi-ehensioii of all catliolic priests, recom- 
16, mended Luzaiicy to the pruteclion and bounty of the 
king, and passed a bill for the exclusion of papists from 
the tivo houses of parliament, and from the courL The 
convert was examined before the privy council and a 
committee of the house. He persisted in his former 
tale; he added, that he had learned (i-ota some French 
merchants, that in a short time protestant blood would 
flow through tbe streets of London, and from St. Ger- 
main that the king was at heart a catholic, that the de- 
claration of indulgence had been framed for the purpose 
of introducing popery, and that there was an inflmta 
number of priests and Jesuits in London, who did gieat 
sei'vice to Gwl. But the minds of men began to cool. 
His additional information, which was merely a lepetition 
of the idle reports circulated in the coiFee- houses, did not 
serve to raise liis credit for ^-eracily ; and, when he was 
told to produce his witnesses, the absence of some, and 
theutterworthlessness of the others, shook the laiih of 
his supporters. About the same time, Du Mare^que, a 
French clergyman of the reformed church, published a his- 
tory of Lnzancy 'a adventures in ^EVance; andsoon afterwords 
a pamphlet appeared, detailing the particulars of his liHt 
in the metropolis, and i-efuting his charge against Si. 
Germain ; and, though Du Maresque was severely cen- 
sured by the bishop of London, and the distributor of 
the pamphlet threatened by fhe prjvy council, the pro- 
secution of the inquiry was at first suspended, and, for 
obvious reasons, never afterwards resumed*. 

• Com. JoHvn. Kut. 8. L. Joiini. siii, 91. Pml.l!laLiv.730, -Mnrvdt, 
L MS, 6. KBnaliv, S9— 31. \Vu«l, AUi, Osuo. tv. |*r. ii. col. aao, i. 
Compuin, tlur ii>'irbubr>|. at ljmi\m, nnd Ibe " kkbI imticiD ol' anmiti 
" fmm nuumy," (UutiikI, if. 89.) lOiiiiiiiMl Liimney nbuul CliHsLiniu, and 
■enl liim ID OifDnL v]uzT, on Juu^iry STlli, be »us i.diuillrd niuiier uf 
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I shall conclude this chapter with a few noticea to- 
specring the transactiuns in tho two kingdoms of Sfiolland 
and Ireland.— I. In Scotland the chief attention of tile 
gorernraent was devotej to the difficult ta.sk of main- 
taining the episcopal authority, in opposilion to the re- 
li^ous feelings of the people. That Charles disapproved 
of the aeverlltes, which had driven the western cove- 
nantors, into rebellion, cannot be doubted; and it was 
observed that, in proportion as the influence of Clarendon 
declined, more lenient measures were recommended to '^^^ 
the Scottish Council. The punishment for the refusal ^^'' 
of the declaration was restricted to the imprisonment of " 
the offender ; the regular troops, which liad been so 
aelively employed in the execution of the penal laws, 
were disbanded ; archbishop Sharp received an order to Aug, 
attend to the spiritual concerns of his diocese ; and l"- 
Rothes was deprived of his high oflloo of royal commis- 
sioner, though, to console his wounded feelings, he ob- 
tained in return the chancellorship for life. The earl of Oct 
Tweedale succeeded him as head of the goveinment ; If- 
but Lauderdale, by his office of secretary of state, pos- 
sessed superior jntluence with the sovereign. Both of 
these noblemen were presbylerians by principle; but 
they disregarded the nico distinctions of the theologians, 
and persuaded themselves that by mutual concession the 
two paities might be brought to coalesce. Their object, 
therefore, was to maintain the episcopal establishment, 
but at the same time to offer to its adversaries such terras 
as might induce them to desist from all active opposition. 
To the covenantei-s in the west it was proposed, that the 
government should abstain from prosecution for past 
offences, pravided they would bind themselves to keep 
the peace, under the penalty of forfeiting one year's rent 
of their respective estates. But here a theological ques- 
tion arose. What, it was asked, did the council under- 
stand by keeping the peace ? "To perform the duties 
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"of righteousness commanded by the law of Gud?" 
Tiiia was an obligation incumbent on all Christians. 
Hot to violate the laws, which bad been made in oppo- 
sition to the covenant 1 Suuh an engagement was un- 
lawful and anti-chistian That the latter was the real 
meaning could not be double 1 if manv submitted, a 
greater number lefused to subscribe the bouds ; and 
Tweedale, after a short trnl abaidoned a measure, 
which seemed more hkelj to produ e d Bturbanoe than 
tranquillity *. 

About this time happened an e\ert which revived the 
angry passions of the two parties Among the men, 
who had fought for the covenant at RuHion Green, was 
1668." a youth of much zeal and piety," named James 
^"jy Mitchell. After the defeat he brooded over the sufferings 
of iiis brethren, till he had wound up his mind to the 
highest pitch of enthusiasm, and believed that he felt a 
call from Heaven to avenge the blood of the martjTa on 
the apostate and persecuting prelate, archbishop Sharp. 
It was a little after mid day ; the archbishop's carriage 
droveto the door, and Mitchell look bis station with a 
loaded pistol in liis hand. Sharp came from the house, 
followed by Honeyman, bishop of Orkney. The first 
had already seated himself, when the assassin discharged 
his pistol ; but at the very moment Honeyman raised 
his arm to enter the carriage, and received the ball in 
his wrist. To the cry that a man was killed,. a voice re- 
plied, " It is only a bishop." Mitchell crossed the street, 
walked quietly away, changed his coat, and mixed again 
with the crowd. The council offered a temptbg reward 
for the apprehension of the assassin, but six years 
elapsed before he was discovei'ed t. 
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Tliis (iariog outfaj^e ilid not. however, provoke Twee- 
dale to recede from his purpose. He still hoped to win 
by cimciliation, whoie he despaired of prevadinii hy 
Beveriiy. He made to the ejected miniatecs an offer, 
called " the indulgence," that they might enter on their 
former churches, if these were vacant, or on any olher at 
the nomination of the potrun, enjoy the manse and glehe 
without stipulation, and in addition receive the annual 
stipend, provided they would accept colUtion from the 
bishop, and attend tlie presbyterieiand synods. The mo- 
deration of the praposal ahrmed the more zealous, or more 
fanatic of the covenanters ; they pronounced it a snare 
for the coDsctonces of the unwary: besides the consent 
of ihe-patron, a sail from the parish was necessary for 
the lawful exercise of the ministry ; and, moreover, to 
accept any ecclesiastical ofBce at the invitation of the . 
civil power, was a backsliding towards Eroistianism. In 
deSanoe of this reasoning, three-and- forty ministers ac- 
cepted the offer of the government, but tbey soon dis- 
covered that, at the same time, thej I ad fo f led he 
confidence of the people. They no lo p ea 1 d n I 

tbo fervid eloquenoB of men suffering pe se ut o 1 he 
exhortations to the practice of virtue d g dl ess ap 
peared dull and lifeless, in comparison n th the fle c 
invectives which they formerly pou ed fo tl g us 
apostates and oppressors. It was nf ed tl t ll e 
Spirit of God had abandoned them ; that they had be- 
come as " dumb dogs that could not bark ; " and their 
churches were deserted for the ministry of those whose 
fanatical lajiguage harmonised better with the excited 
, feelings of their hearers*. 

Tweedale hitherto had acted by the advice, and been 
supported hy the influence of Laudcrdaie. At length 
that nobloman came himself to Scotland, and held a 
parliament with the title of royal commissioner. 1°. It- 
tirst act was to enable the kingtoappainteomraissioners^. 
authorised to treat with certain commissioners froij! 



dhy Google 



Eugla d especl n a n o of lie two kingduiaa ; a 
wise a d be eh 1 me su e lb Charba had rauuli 
at Ilea t but wl ch 1 e as tver slile to accoraplisli. 
In El ^1 nd as opposed tl ou^'h distiust of the 

loyal mo e n Sco land h uf^h foai' ihaC it tfould 
be accompanied with the loss or national indepeiideiice. 
2". It had been disoovered, that tlie indulgence so lately 
granted was a violation of the laws for the esiablishmont " 
of episcopacy; and to secure it from dislurbance, and 
its authors from prosecution, tbe act of allegiance was 
converted into an act of unqualified supremacj', declar- 
ing the external government of the church an inherent 
right of the cr6w4i, and giving the force of law to all acts, 
orders, and cunstitiitions respecting that government, or 
ecclesiastical meetings, or the matters to be proposed 
and determined in such meetings, provided those acts, 
orders, and fonstitutioiia, were recorded and published 
by the lords of the privy council. 3°. When the rejrn'Br 
army was disbanded, it had been deemed prudent to raise 
the militia of horse and foot, voted in the parliament of 
1663; and the men had been embodieil and armed in 
all but the wesleiu counties, where it would base been 
madness to put weapons into the liandi of enthusiasts, 
ready, at the fii-st call of their leaders, to bieak into re- 
bellion. It was now not only declared that the ri^ht 
to levy and command the aimy resided in the crcwn, 
but moreover enacted, that the forces so levied should 
march into any part of the king's dommions m pursu- 
ance of orders transmitted to them fiom the pmy toiin- 
cil. TbenB two acts excited surprise both in Scotland 
and Endliind. By the ilrat eieiy lestige of the mde- 
pondeiice of the church was swept away , by the second, 
the kiiig was placoil at the head of a sending army of 
twenty thousand men, bound to execute his oiders, and 
to march into any part of his dominions It might, in- 
deed, be doubled whether these uords coulJ be so con- 
strued as to extend to EugUnd, where llie Scottish pii- 
liainent could claim no authoiity , but tin- iLddeiaof the 
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oiijiasitiun in England chose to interpret tlicni in ili!:l 
BCMiie, and lo malie lliem on that account one ground .>' 
their addresH for llie removal of Lauderdale from th? 
councils and the presence of the soveieign *. 

Though the recent act of supremacy shoekeil the r.. 
ligiouG I'eelings of every true eon of Che kiik. the govern 
Ment persisted in its former plan of concilialion. Burnet, 
who had opposed the indulgence, because it gave juris- 
diction without collation from the bishop, was compelled 
by threats to resign the arcliiepiscopai see of Glasgow ; 
Leighton, a prelate of moi'e moderate principles, suc- 
ceeded in his place ; and several ministers were a^ain 
admitted by " indulgence" into vaeani churches. Stiil 
ttio obstinacy of the majority refused eiery proposal; 
the conventicles grew more numerous ; and the regular 
curates were exposed to so many insults and itij uries 
from the zeal of their opponents, that those who olieyed 
were said lo suffer no less tlian those who transgressed, 
the law. The council determined to combine severity 
with indulgence; and, while they observed the terms 
which bad been granted to the more moderate, con- 
demned to imprisonment the ministers who bad preached 
at illej^al assemblies, and exacted fines from the persons 
wiio had afforded the opportunity of committing the 
offence. But field conventicles became a special object 
of alarm. From the stubborn and enthusiastic character 
of the men who frequented them, they were considered 
as nurseries of sedition and treason , and. in the next 
session of parliament, Lauderdale asked for '^me legal 
provision to abate so dangerous a practice It "•'s j^^o 
enacted that every unauthorised meeting foi religious juiy 
worship, even in a private house, should be deemed a 28. 
field conventicle, if any of the hearers stood m the open 
air ; and that every minister, who preached or prayed on 
any such occasion, during the three following years, 

• Wodrow.Snfl! App.No.SS, Kilktnii, 301. 3. LoiiiorL 567. Butnel, 
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should incm- the forfeiture of his property, and ihe 
piiiiisbmeiU of dealh. The covenanievs exclaimed loudly 
against tiie cruelty of the enaolment; though sudi com- 
plaint come with less grace from men, who had formerly 
demanded and enforced laws of still greater inhumanity 
against the professors of the catholic laitli. The eeque!, 
however.showed that the measure was not only mhuman, 
it was also impolitic. It did not put down the Held 
conventicles, but it changed them into conventicles of 
armed men*, 
S- Before the terror, excited by this act, had Bubsided, 
'• the commissioner, with tbe aid of Leigbton, the sueees- 
sor uf Burnet, made an aLtempt to restore tranquillity 
by " a comprehension" of the dissenting ministers. 
The sole condition reqi:ired was, that they should attend 
presbyteries as they were established before the jenr 
1638; and to maUe this the less objectionable, it was 
offered that the bishops should waive their claim of a 
IK^ative voice, and that all who pleased should be at 
liberty to protest against it But many saw, or thought 
that Uiey saw, even in'this proposal, a conspiracy to un- 
dermine the rights of the kirk. In a few years a new 
race of ministers would succeed, less aware of the arta 
of their enemies, and teas habituated to contest the au- 
thority of the bishops; those prelates would gradually 
resume theit claims, and the presidents would ultimately 
become the masters of the* respective presbyteries. It 
was therefore replied, that such assemblies could bear 
no resemblance to those which existed befurc the year 
163S. They had no power of the keys, no ordination, 
no jurisdiction. The bishop would be bishop still, though 
he should abstain (rota the exercise of his negative voice. 
To assent to such terms would be an ajMtstacy from the 
principles of the kirfc, — " an homologation of episco- 
" Paf J- +■" 
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The ieligious dissensio s eont'n ed and the ministers 16?3. 
and their hearers were oc as o allj mp soned aiiil lined Apr, 
for their violalions of the la In ]6 Lauderdale re- 
turned to Scotland with he ttle of luke and accom- 
panied hy the countess of Djsart, vl o n 1 e had recenlty 
married. She had long been eputed his miatress*, 
and has heen desciibed is a prou 1 rapacious, and de- 
spotic woman, possessing unhrnited dominion over the 
mind of her husband, and making him the obsequious 
minister of her passions. It was intended that u second 
indulgence should be granted in Scotland, to correspond 
with the celebrated declaration which had been issued 
in England. But Lauderdale previously held a short 
session of parliament, in which, to prevent the succea- 
sion of ministers in the kirk, severe punishments were 
enacted against the ordainers and the ordained, and the 
duration of the act against fiuld conventicles was pro- 
longed for three additional years. At last he deter- 
mined to publish the instrument which for months liad 
been expected, by many with hope, by more wilh dis- 
trust. It named about eighty ejected ministers, ordered 
them to repair to certain churches, and gave them libertj 
to exercise all the duties of their office within the limits 
of Iheir respective parishes, but with a severe injunction 
to abstain from all religious exercises in any other dis- 
ti'ict. The consequence was a schism in the body, jg/g^ 
which was not easily dosed. About one-tburth of the 
ministers named in the indulgence refused to obey, and 
were confined hy order of council in particular places; 
the rest accepted the churches which had been allotted 
to them, having previously given their testimony against 
the Erastianism of the measure. Its framers had i^^son 
to be satisfied. The more opulent of the covenanters 

■■ iloMbi nlietbi^r ii was lit fbr me la sse I.siidcteklF's miiitess. Kir Ruliert 
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attended the seiTice of Ihe indulged ministers, and Ihe 
number of conventicles was diminished *, 

JUuring this pi'otracted struggle betiveeu the govern- 
ment and its religious opponents, scaicely a murmur of 
disappiobation had heen heard in the Scottish parlia- 
ment. It seemed as if Charles, at the Restoration, had 
ascended a despotic throne, and the supreme council 
was of no other use than to record Ihe edicts of the sove- 
reign. The consequence nas, that the officers of govern- 
ment extended and abuse<l their authority ; every depart- 
ment was filled with the relatives and dependents of the 
commissioner; and these made it their ciiiefohject to 
enrich themselves at the expense of the' country. But 
that spirit of resistance, which had so ohstinalely and 
successfully warred with the advocates of the court in 
the parliament of England, aroused, at length, a similar 
spirit in (hat of Scotland, and a plan of opposition, un- 
known to Latiderdale, was carefully arranged, among the 
J^''3- old cavaliers and his political enemies. Wheu he opened 
jg"" the next session, he demanded with his usual confidence 
' a plentifid grant of money to aid the king in his war 
against the States. The young duke of Hamilton rose; 
but, instead of expressing an obsequious assent, hecalled 
the attention of the house to the grievances of the na- 
tion; the coin had heen adulterated under Halton, the 
master of the mint, and Lauderdale's brother; by new 
regnlations in the customs, the price of salt, of brandy, 
and of tobacco, had been raised ; monopolies in all these 
articles were eiljoyed by the friends of the minister, and 
the administration of justice was polluted by personal 
interests and animosities. Other speakers followed, and 
all were catefiil to echo the sentiments of Hamilton.' 

• Wodiw.351. Kirkton.31B.3SB.33t, Biitnel e''=' himself out as 
hirQMifirL°cbirfBov«rVot.wilha«.riy°o^f6ol.iiet',lay,'»hileUie'^!rrli,,' 
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The commissioner was amazed and alarmed. He ea- 
deavoured to intimidate ; he adjouviied the sesEion for a 
week ; he abuiisbed the monupolies ; but be could not 
dissolve the combiimtioa, or satisfy tbe demands of liis 
aiiveraai'iea. Hamilton and Tweedale repaiced to Lon- 
don to lay their grievances before the monarch ; Kincar- 
dine was despatched to oppose them ; and Cbailes, 
while he labouired to appease the discontent of one part; , 
religiously observed his promise not to desert the other. 
But bII his efforts to conciliate were fruitless: another May 
prorogation took place ; and, before it expired, the par- 13. 
liament was dissolved*. '"■ 

In the enumeration of grievances, the principal, the 
persecution of the coveiKinters, had never been men- 
tioned. Since the last act of supremacy, religious sub- 
jects were avoided, as forbidden ground on whii-h it was 
dangerous to tread, Lauderdale, however, took it into 
consideralion, and published an act of grace, pardoning I674. 
every offence against any of the conventicle acts com-Ma,r.| 
mitted before the fourth of March, 1674. If by this con- ^^• 
cession lie sought to conciliate the minds of the cove- 
nanters, he was disappointed ; for they attributed his 
lenily to weakness, and looked on pardon for the past as 
an encouragement to new transgressions. From that 
day, the cause of these religionists made constant pro- 
gress. In the north, indeed, they were but few, and in 
the west they might attend without impediment the ser- 
vice of the indulged ministers; but from tlie English 
borders to the river Tay the conventicles continued to 
multiply. They were held in the vacant churches, in 
private houses, in the open air ; on every sabbath, crowds 
assembled, for the purpose of worship, around n lofty 
pole, fixed in a glen, on a mountain, or in the midst of 

• Buinrt, 11, 19-33. 38. Wodro", 3^4. aea. Kirkloii, 339-342. It 

dedicntKHi of Ml Uin CPUlV»1lc^ea, published al tllii Ume, nilh Iho Lhflnia- 
tnoriheiimeiiDblniinii, ilru-nn 1^ him In the HisUiy ni hia Oirn TiDU.ii, 
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a moi'ass ; and the m d b p p p ed 

during the week w h pe h g a 

and doctrine of the p h d h h y 

had run, the perse whhhhdfFd d 

the place and time p >o ed h nientiela. 

A spirit of the m <! nd b auaticism 

animated the grea m ss h p p and hos- 

tilily to episcopacy w up d y to that 

government hy wh h p cop was ta ned *. 

n. The history I d d nn he me period 

funiishes but httle ha n e q n ral reader. 

TheEnshshaot ofp nn pro b g h importa- 
tion of Irish cattle, had reduced the agricultural' classes 
in Ireland to the lowest disli'ess ; and Ormond, the lord- ^ 
lafl7.1ieutenant,whowashimseIfaprincipal sufferer, employed 
ail his power and ingenuity to discover and open new 
sources of industry and new channels of commerce. A 
free trade was permitted between Ireland and all foreign 
countiies, whetlier at peace or war with the king of 
Great Britain ; the inti'oduction of Scottish woollens was 
pi-ohibiled, as a taeasure of retaliation against the Scots, 
who, after the example of the English parliament, had 
forbidden the importation of Irish catlle into Scotland ; 
andnto encourage the manufactui'e of woollen and linen 
cloths, five hundred Walloon families, from the neigh- 
bourhood of Canterbury, and an equal number from 
Flanders, were induced to settle in Ireland +. But after 
the fall of Clarendon, it was not the intention of those 
who succeeded in the administration to leave bis friend 
Ormond at the head of the Irish government. His con- 
1668. duct was scrutinised and censured; charges of oppres- 
*1"- sion of individuals, and mismanagement of the levenue, 
were bfought against him ; and the duke hastened to 

• Wddron, 366. Kicklgn. .?43. '■ At Ihese swat melinjs manv .i sou! 
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London to defend his character against Ihe intrigues of 
his eircmies. For almost a year his fate iiung in sus- 
pense. Tlie good-nature of Charles shrunk from the 
ideaof unkindaoss towards an old and faithful secvaiit; 
his love of ease could not resist the obstinate and re- 
peated importunities of Buckingham and his colleagues 
At length a promise was wrung from the reluctant ]g6g_ 
monarch ; and, after a protracted sti'uggle, he announced Feh, 
to Orniond his removal, hut in language the most fiat- 14. 
tering and affectionate which he could deviEie. Lordg^p^ 
ilobartes, a man of rigid notions, and repulsive manners, 
was appointed to the vacant office, which he only held 
long enough lo earn the dislike of Ihe Irish, and to dis- 
'appoint the expentations of the cabinet. After seven 
months, he was recalled, lo make place for lord Berkeley 1S70. 
of Stratton, who had distinguished himself by his hos- May 
tility to Clarendon, and would not, it was supposed, be 
unwilling W discover grounds of complaint or impeach- 
ment against Orraond *. ., 

Eight years had now elapsed since the act of settle- 
ment, Sve since the act of explanation 4as passed ; still 
these measures hod been but imperfectly executed, ou 
account of the conflicting nature of the claims, and tlie 
deficiency of the fund for reprisals; Not only the thou- 
sands whom the law debarred from all relief, but many 
of those whom it took under protection, loudly com- 
plained of injustice ; and, after the arrival of the newj^ 
chief governor, six peers, and forty-five gentlemen, ven- 23''' 
tured to subsciibe a petition to the king, explainiug 
their wrongs, and earnestly imploring redress. Charles 
compassionated the sufferings of men, most of whom 
had devoted themselves to his service during the time 
of his exile ; and the ministers were ready to accede to 
•Ciirte,ii.375. 9. 413. Pepys,iv. 101. 191. SiS. "0™oM had none 
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ony measure wliicli would throw discredit on their pre- 
decessors ill oliice. Thousli Ormond came fui'wnr<l lo 

*^"J^' oppose the prayer of the petitioners, tliougii Finch, the 
'j attomey-genefol, proiiouncedagaiiisttheir claim, a cum- 
4* mittee was appointeil to review tlio settlement of Ireland; 

Aug. and, on a representation that their powers mere defee- 
1. live, they afterwards obtained authority to send for per- 
sons, papers, andrucords, and to I'equire infbrmatioii from 
all officers under the crown. The commissioners were 
prince Rupert, tlie duke of Buckingham, the earls of 
Lauderdale and Anglesey, the lords HoRes, and Ashley, 
secretary Trevor, and sir Thomas Chicheley. They 
proceeded slowly : move than a year was employed in 
the examination of papers and witnesses, in comparing 
the arguments of the petitioners with the contrary claims 
of the soldiers, adventui'ers, and purchasers of lands in 
Connaught, and in liearing the complaints brought 
against the duke of Ormond, and his defence of his con- 

jgyg duet. The duration of the commission, and its renewal 

Jan, with more extensive powers, raised the hopes of the 
17. natives ; but their opponents sought the powerful aid of 
the English house of commons, which had lately com- 
pelled the king to rescind the declaration of indulgence, 
and had passed several resolutions expi'cssive of their 
hatred to popery and its professors. The cause was 
warmly taken up by the popular leaders; andan address 

j^nt. was presented to the king-, demanding tlie revocation of 

25. the commission, the maintenance of the act of settlement 
in Ireland, the banishment of the catholic priests from 
that kingdom, the expulsion of all catholic inhabitants 
out of Irish corporations, and the punishment of colonel 
Richard Talbot, who had acted as agent for the natives 
before the commission. Charles briefly replied, that on 
all these particulars it would he his care that no man 
should have reason to complain ; and. in the course of 

26. a few days, the commission mas dissolved, and the pros- 
pect of relief for ever closed to the great body of Cliepeti- 
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tionei-s. The king, indeed, still cherished the hope of 
mitigating their suiferings. He appointed n committee 
of the council to reconsider the subjuct ; hut no other 
benefit resulted ftom their deliberation, than the triiling 
addition of 2000^. per anDum to a fund which had al- 
ready been pravided for the purpose of fumisliing 
pensions to the twenty nominees in the act of explana- 

•Caite.il.U?'^.^- C. Jmin. Mai. 35, 26. 
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CHAPTER II. 



fidy arMonloga^— ImpaAchpietit uf Danby — Prorog 



\67t.On the conclusion of peace with the Slates in 1674, 
Charles had offered his mediation to thediffei'ent powers 
at war. Ho proposed that llie treaty of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle should be taken for the basis of a general paciHca- 
tion ; but the confederates would submit to nothing 
short of the treity of the Pyrenees, that France might 
be a^a n co d ed within its ancient liouiidaries ; and 
Lous pro d of his superiority, refused to accept of any 
otl er altemat e than to retain his conquests, or to ex- 
el ino-e them for an equivalent. With pretensions so 
eontrad cto y both parties awaited the issue of the eom- 
pa e the hope that some fortunate occurrence might 

g e addit al veight lo their demands. jV whole year 
(so numerous were the difficulties raised, so opposite the 
interests lo be consulted,) passed away in the arrange- 
ment of the preliminaries; the place of meeting, the 
powers to be admitted, the titles and rank which they 

1673. were to assume, became subjects of endless discussion; 
^"^y and wlien at last the congress was opened at Nimesuen, 
the place proposed by the king of England, it soon ap- 
peared that none of the parties (with the exception per- 
haps of the States-(Seiieral) sought to brkig it to a 
uonclusion. It was the object of Louis to break the 
confederacy, to negotiate siiecesaively with his different 
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opponents, and lo obtain by separate Ireaties, wliat he 
foresaw would lie refused, as loiii; as tiie confederates 
remained united. The emperot and the queen regent of 
Sp[n, persuaded that England and Holland nould never 
allow the Netherlands to pass into the possession of 
Fiance, placed their hopes on the prosecution of the nar. 
They were encouraged hy the counsels and infiuente of 
the prince of Orange; and all three, instead of atteuding 
■to the cMiigress at Nimeguen, bent tlieir efforta to draw 
the king of England, as an ally, into the war. They 
represented to him that he held the destinies of Europe 
in fais hands, and that, instead of the ofBce of mediator, 
he might take upon himself to dictate the conditions of 
peace. He had only to join his forces with those of the 
COP federates : Louia would instantly recede from his 
lofty pretensions; Flanders would be saved; and a 
balance of power would be established. Did be allege a 
want of money ? They would grant him a more ample 
subsidy than he had received from France as sn ally. 
Did he wish to recover Dunkirk ? They would under- 
take to reduce, and to place it in his hands. But it was 
in vain that tbey appealed to his poverty or to his am- 
bition. Experience bad taught him a lesson, which he 
could not readily forget. He knew that to engs^e in 
war, was to become a suppliant to the bounty, and a 
dependant on the pleasure, of parliament *. 

Uuvigny, the French rainisier in London, was not 
blind to this intrigue. When Charles first withdrew 
from the alliance-with Louis, Ruvigny, in the bitterness 
of bis disappointment, charged the king with desert ion 
and ingratitude; but he soon received instructions to 
abstain from irriialing language, to keep the English 
monarch to his purpose of mediation, and even to oJTer 
to him. should such an inducement appear necessary, as 
the price of his neutrulily, the same aihount of subsidy 
which he had previously received for his alliance during 
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1676- the war*. For eighteen months Charles resisled the 
temptation ; and it was not till the house of commons 
hod returned nn unqualilted refusal to his reque&t of 
money, thiit, despairing of aid from his own subje<:is, he 
consented to throw himself into the arms of a foi'eiga 
prince, In a private conversaiion hetween bim and 
Ruvigny it was agreed that the king of France should 
pay a jeaily pension to the king of England; that the 
two sovereigns should bind themselves to enter into no 
engagements with other powers unless hy mutual con- 
sent; and that each should lend etFectual aid to the 
other ill the event, of rehelllon within their respective 
^_ ' kinpioms. The only persons to whom Charles commu- 
nicated this treaty were his brother, and the duke of 
Lauderdale, and the earl of Danby, James made no 
remark — lie had been previously acquainted with the 
royal purpose — and Lauderdale, according to euslom, 
applauded the wisriom of bis sovereign : hut Danby, who 
had deeply engaj^ed himself to the prince of Orange, 
demurred: he asked lime for consideration; his consent, 
he ubsoived, might endanger his life; bo wished the king 
would consult the privy council. But Charles cut the 
Gordian knot with the same facility as he had previously 
17. done on a similar occasion. He dispensed with the ser- 
vices and the signatures of his counsellors; he put the 
treaty into writing with his own hand, and signed, sealed, 
and delivered it to Ruvigny, wbo, on his part, engaged 
to return to him within twenty days a copy of (he same 
treaty signed and sealed by the king of France +. By 
this secret proceeding both princes obtained their ob- 
jects ; Charles the money which had been refused by 
parliament, Louis security that Charles, for some time 
at least, would not make common cause with his ene- 
mies. But the Engliiih king, If he possessed the spirit 
of a man, must have keenly felt the degradation. He 

* Danbr,tetterft.9. ft, 
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was bocome tlie jeavly pensioner of another monarch ; 
lie was no longer the arbiter of liia own conduct ; lie had 
bound himself to consult, with respect to foreign powers, 
tile master whose money he received. Perhaps he 
might console himself with tbe notion, that it was less 
disgraceful to depend on a powerful monarch, from 
whose alliance lie could disengage himself at pleafiure, 
than on the party among his own subjects, which con- 
stantly opposed him in parliament : perliajis he ielt a 
malicious pleasure in defeating the macbinationa of his 
advefsaries, whom he knew to be, in pecuniary transac- 
tions, not more immaculaie than himself. For it is a 
fact, that several among those who eWmed the praise of 
patriotism by their opposition to the court, were accus- 
tomed to sell their services for money. It seemed as il 
theTotesof the memfeera of parliament wereexj'osed for 
sale to all the powers of Europe. Some received bribes 
from tbe lord treasurer on account of tbe king ; some 
from the Dutch,. Spanish, and Imperial ambassadors in 
favour of (he confederates; some even from Louis at the 
very lime when they loudly declaimed against Louis as 
the great enemy of their religion anil liberties. For that 
prince, notwithstanding the recent treaty; did not impli- 
citly rely on the faith of Charles; he sought in addition 
to secure the good will of those who, by their influence 
in parliament, might have it in ibeir power to withdraw 
the king from his promise of neutrality. Ruvigny was in- 
structed to seek adherents among them, to olferto them 
presents on condition that they should refuse supplies to 
Charles, and to co-operate with them in their attempts 
to ruin Danby, whom theif considered as their political 
enemy, and Louis knew to be the stanch friend of the 
prince of Orange. His efforts were successful, and, 
though we have not the means of li'acing the progress of 
the intrigue, we know that he was made acquainled with 
the counsels and projects of the party. But Ruvigny 
was recalled ; Courtin succeeded him, and the accounts 



dhy Google 



of Coonin will reveal the nanies of the pahiots who sold 
them selves to France, and uf the price at which their 

During the Ion;; pruroj^ation, and with the aid of his 
foreiga pension the necessitous monarch enjoyei) a sea 
sonable relief from the cares and agitatioii in which he 
had lived foi severil years Age and satiety had 
blunted his appetite for pleisuie and the enjoyment of 
ease was become the chief object of his wishes He 
ret red lo Windsor wheie he spent his time in the su- 
per! itendonce of iiapiovements the amusement of fish- 
ing ^Illl thp company and conversation of his friends. 
His neutrality in the gieat coDtest which divideil the 
powers of the continent, whatever might be its real mo- 
tue found a ijufBcient justification in the numerous 
leneRls which it conferred on the country, "While 
almost every other nation in Europe complained of ihe 
pruations and changes of war England enjoyed tho 
blessings of peate She »as fiee from the pressure of 
idditiunal tatation ind knew nothing of those evils 
whi h necessardy accompany Ihe operations of armies. 
Her marineis mmopolised Ihe carrying trade of Eu- 
rope ne" channels of commerce were daily opened by 
the enteiprise of her raerihantg and their increasing; 
proiperily gave a fresh stimulus to the industry of her 
inhabitants I- It was howeser the care of the popular 
leaders to keep alne, is t^r as they were able, the spirit 
of discontent. Political clubs were established ; pam- 
phlets, renewing the old charges against the govern- 
moiit, were published; the ears of men were perpetu- 
ally assailed with complaints of llie growth of popery, 
and of the progress of aibitrary power ; their eyes were 

•BrisbiinBinDaBhy'sI*"«s.S09.313.314, 324, D.lryinple, H. IIH, 
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directed to the theatre of wur on Ihe continent, as Ihe 
giBal arena on which tlie fatu of llieir hberty and reli- 
gion was to be decided ; and Ihe pveservatioii of these 
was dear.ribed as depending on the humiliation of 
France, though France was aided in the contest by the 
protestant state of Sweden, and opposed by the two 
great catholic powers, Austria and Spain. 

The members of the council were not slow to oppose 
these arts of tbeir adversaries. They had recourne la 
the press in vindication of their conduct ; they warned 
the people in the king's name against the authors and 
retailers of false and disloyal reports ; and Ihey resolved 
to put doirnthe coffee-houses, as seminaries of sedition, 
and the constant resort of agents employed to spread 
among the company lihels against the sovereign and the 
government. Though the owneis of these establish- 
ments bad taken aul licenses in conrormity with the 
law, it was discovered that the statute made no mention 
of the tiDne during which the license should remain hi 
force ■ and from thi- omission a conclusion was drawn, 

html) d d bl t pi asure. The 
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" scandalous reports were devised and spread abroad, to 
" the defamation of bis majesty's government, and the 
" disturbance of the quiet and peace of the realm." The 
remedv, however, was productive of more mischief than 
the evil which it sought to abate. It gave a real found- 
ation to chaises which befoi'e rested merely on conjec- 
ture. It was with i-eason described as an unjust and 
crue! proceeding towards the occupiers of tlie houses ; 
as a violation of the right of Englishmen to moot and 
discuss political subjects ; and as an unanswerable proof 
of the arbitrary projects secretly cherished by the court. 
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Its aiiiliors, re]«niing of their precipitancy, had ihe 
prudence to retrace their steps; and on the preicntalion 
of a petition to that eifect, a general license was granted 
to reopen the coffeo-houses, but with this condition, 
that the keepers of aueh establi hmenta should prevent 



m Th K ed 
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tarj to the embassy in Pa b, w se a t e r I 
of the petitioners had been intrusted. He was once th 
confidant of Backingham, and is described as " th 
" most corrupt man of the ag:e," A warrant was signe 
for his committal to the Tower ; but he escaped fror 
the officers, and the chaises agoinst him were neve 
submitted to judicial inve.stigation f. 

Preparatory to the opening of the next sessior 

• KenDBl. 307. NQith,13B, K»lpl.,397- 

I Sute Tricls, I Mmiivll. S3i,. K?iic?l,309. North, 187, G^i»it 
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Slnitesliury and hia friends inanged a new plan of 
uppoiLliou It was discovered tl at »hjt Ihey hud ^o 
Auillessh laboured to effect by then own eSuits, had 
been upwittinglj acoomplished tor them b} the igno 
raniL or impruileace of the court The king it uas 
tniLintained, by the kng prorogation had in fact dissolved 
the pailiameiit U that aaaembly did not &it, ils ex 
istence could be continued only by adjournment or 
prorogation r now the late parliament had not been 
adjourned, but prorogued, and that for fifteen months : 
but such a prorogation was oontrai^ to law, because it 
■ was incompatible with two statutes of Edward IIL, 
which ordained that a parliament should be held " once 
" a year, or oilener, if need be ;" whence they inferred, 
that, as a prorogation contrary to law was of no ellect, 
the parliament had it) fact ceased to exist; It had been 
suffered to die a natural death. This novel and extra- 
ordinary opinion they laboured, hy all the artifices in 
their powur, to impi'sssou the minds of the people: it 
was made the subject of discourse in every company. ; it 
was discussed in public and private, in clubs and in 
drawing-rooms; an^ men looked forward with iutenae 
interest to the debate which it was expected to provoke, 
at the opening of the opproacbing session. 

On the appointed day, the 15th of February, multt- 1677, 
tudes of people were observed at an early hour hast- Feb. 
ening to the parliameiit house ; and in a short time '^ 
Westminster Hall, the painted chamber, the court of 
requests, the lobbies and avenues, wei-e crowded witit 
strangers. These men. if we may believe one party, 
had been led there by curiosity to witness tho result,- 
but, according to Che other, had been brought there 
from Southwark and Wapping, to intimidate the adhe- 
rents of the court *. Charles addressed the two hotises 
in a speech which elicited the applause even of his ad- 
If, he said, any additional securities were 
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waated for the church, iot liberty or propcvty, he came 
prepared on his part to assent to every reasonable re- 
quest ; and tliereti>re he called on i/iem also to do their 
duty by avoiding the cauKes of dissension between the 
houses, by making provision for tlie increase of the 
navy, by continuing the additional excise, and by grant- 
ing a moderate supply towards the extinction of the 
public debt: Thus they would promote tlie peace, the 
safely, and tlie prosperity of the kingdom ; and, if any 
of these ends were disappointed, he called on God and 
man to wiiiiess tliathe at leastwasfree frtim Ihe blame*. 
In both houses the first question introduced was the 
effect of tl e long prorogation. In the commons the po- 
pular lenders proceeded with caution. Aware how un- 
palatable theirnew doctiine must be.to the majority of 
the members, they conteiiled themselves with su^est- 
ing an address for a dissolution, as the most eligible 
means of setting at rest the doubts which had arisen re- 
specting the legality of their existence as an estate of 
parliament: but the house, after a long conversation, 
read a bill the first lime according to custom, and post- 
poned tlio consideration of the question to the following 
day t. In the lords the opponents of the court assumed 
a bolder tone. They promised themselves the support 
of the duke of York, of the catholic peers, and of all 
who, at the conclusion of the last session, had voted in 
favour of a dissolution. Buckingham rose, and in a 
speech of considerable ingenuity and eloquence con- 
tended that the parliament had ceased to exist. As 
soon as he sate down, lord Frescheville moved that he 
should be called to the bar foe the insult which be had 
offered fo the house. The earl of Salisbuiy answeL'ed 
Frescheville with warmth and asperity, and was an- 
swered inhisturn by lord Arundell ol'Tierice. Shaftes- 
bury and Wharton supported the moliun of Bucking- 
ham, and Finch, who had lately been raised to the 
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higher iliRnity of chanc«iror, opposed it in a long and 
laboured harangue. His assertion that the qualification, 
" if need be," referred to boih parts of the act of Ed- 
ward 111. Eavoured of special pleading : but he liad cer- 
tainlj' the advanla[;e over his opponents, when he con- 
tended, that by the triennial act of the 1 6th of Charles I., 
the Tacttliona of pariiament bad been exteudeilto three 
years; and that, if that act bad been repealed, another 
of similar import had been subslituted for It, and was at 
that very moment the law of the land. The debate con- 
tinued Ave hours ; but, as soon as the proceedings in the 
bouse of commons were known, the ministerial lords 
called for the question : the motion of Buckingham was 
negatived; and he, with Salisbury, Shaftesbury, and Feb 
Wharton, were ordered to retract their opinion, to ao- 16 
knowledge that their conduct was '• ill-advised,'' and to 
beg pardon of the king and the house. On their re- 17. 
fusal all four were committed to the Tower, ( 



there till they should be discharged by the order of 
those whom tboy had offended. This decision bad a, 
considerable influence on the debate of the following 
day in the bouse of commons, where the popular party 
found themselves in a minority of 142 to 193 *. 

The arbitrary imprisonment of the four peers spread 
dismay through the ranks of the opposition, while it' 
fi'eed the lord treasurer from the most formidable of bis 
opponents in the upper house. He knew that it was tbeir 
object to remove him from office, and to force on tlie 
king a new administration formed out of their own party ; 
and be therefore made it his policy to defeat their in- 
trigues, by seeking to retain the Kivour of the sovereign, 
and to acquire that of the people. For the first he hod 
only to relieve the royal indigence by competent supplies 
of money : with a view to the second he had all along 
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displayed an aide it zoa] for the suppHWSion of popery, 
and now obtaine i perm seion to brmg forward a plan 
for tlie security of the e tabli'ihed chur<h His adver- 
saries on ihe contrail resolved to embirrasa all bis mea- 
sures by the obsl la.rj of theic opposition to cast doubts 
and ridicule on his zeal a iiinst pupery and to urge the 
popular cry for a war with Fnnce at the same time re- 
fusing the necessary supplies as long as they would have 
to pass through the hands of a minister who possessed 
not the confidence of parliament. These remarks will 
enable the reader to understand the manceuvres of the 
two parties during this session*, 
b- ] . The securities for the church, which had been de- 
'■ vised in a meeting with the bishops at Lambeth, were 
embodied in two bills, of whieh the first applied to the 
succession of a catholic prince, and proposed to enact 
thai on tile demise of a king regnant the bishops should 
tender a declaration against transubstantiatiun to the 
new sovereign, and at the end of fourteen days should 
certify into chancery, whether he had subscribed it or 
not. If he had not, 1, They were empowered, on every 
vacancy of a bishopric, to name three persons, of whom, 
unless ,the king should select one within thirty days, the 
first on the list should take possession of course : '2. The 
two archbishops were authorised to present to all bene- 
fices in the gift of the crown lying within their respective 
provinces : 3. The children of Iho king from the age of 
seven to fourteen were to be placed under the guardian- 
ship of the two primates, and of the bishops of Loudon, 
Durham, and Winchester, and after that age to be at- 
tended only by persons apprc*ved by the major part of 
the same prelates. The other bill, under the title of an 
act for the more effectual conviction and prosecution of 

• Charftsiuiimnvmstion wlIhTfrnpleacfcirawlBdErf tliot.imone bia 
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popish recusants, provided that all cathoiics, who slioulil 
eiii'ol themselves as racirsants, should pay a yearly fine 
of tlie twentieth part of tlieir incomes, to foim a fiii.d for 
iiie support of poor converts to tha proieslant faitli ; aad 
should, on tliat condition, he evempL from all other pe- 
nalties except the inrapaciiy of exfecuting any office civil 
or military, of being guardians or executors, or of eiitui'- 
ing the court without licence; that laymen, tlie pervert- 
ers of Protestants, should have the option of abjuring the 
realm ; that clergymen, convicted of having I'eceived 
orders in the churcli of Rome, might at his majesty's 
pleasure be' impiisonerl for life, instead of suifuiinij; 
the puulohment of treason ; and that llie chllilren of 
catholic parents decetised should be educated iu the 
i-efjiraeii faitL*. 

When these hills were transmitted (o the lower house, Mar, 
they mt't "ilh an inil ign an l reception, Tiie first, by ad- 15- 
mittiiig ihe possibility of a calhulic. succtssor, leiiilml lo 
subvett the projects of those, who sought the exctusiou 
of the duke of York. They suddenly herame supporters 
of the rifihti of tho crown. Ihe hill, they OhaiDiaiiied, 
despoileil tiie sovereisjn uf bia ecelesiaslicul supreinacv, 
and vesied it in the bishops ; their olijcclions were 
enhned by the friends of the duke ; and the house, having 
honoured the bill willi two readiii;!B, allowed it to sleep 27, 
unnoticed durinii the remaiud^jv of the session. The 
second was tre.ited with less ceremony. Furtunalely for 
the catholics it had alarmed the prejudices of the zealots, 
who could not be persuaded (liat by mitigating the seve- 
rity, they might ensure the execution, of Ihe penni laws. 
They insisted that the cutholio clersfymsin uhould con- Apia 
ttiiue to be suliject 1o the penalty of death, and the ca- 4, 
tholio layman to the forfeiture of two-thirds of his pro- 
perly: these were barrier.'j to restrain the difiusion of 
popery erected by the wisdom of their ancestors, and to 

• L.lontn xiil. 43.(1 Mfl, HnciilicT-nn, 83, Mnnfll. 1. 313. 6a4 Sufi. 
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remove them would be to concur in the toieiition of a 
false and idolatrous worship. " Is there a man in this 
house,'" exclaimed a voice, "that daiea to open his 
mouth in support of such a measure' ' A pause ensued; 
the advocalenof the bill were silent, it «as accjrdingly 
rejected; and as an additional stigma, the cause of re- 
jection, contrary to all parliamentary precedent, was 
entered on the journals, that the title of the bill meant 
April one thing, and the body another. At the "same time 
'■ tliey passed and sent to the house of lotds a bill devised 
by themselves, " to prevent the growth of popery," en- 
acting that the refusal to subscribe the test against 
trans ubstantiation should be taken for a conviction of 
recusancy. But the lords resented the manner in which 
13. they had been ti'eated; and tbougb the comnioiia sent 
Huy two messages to call their attention to the bill, declined 
26, to give it so much as a single reading*. 

3. When the king received in January a portion of 
his annual pension IVom France, the whole sum was im- 
mediately devoted to the purchase of votes in the house 
of commons. The consequence was that, on questions 
of finance, the minister commanded a raajority of about 
thirty voices. The addilional excise, which Charles had 
mentioned in his speech, was voted to continue fjr three 
years, and the sum of 6U<),ti00i. was granted towards the 
support of the navy. The French ministera received the ' 
intelligence with some uneasiness; for they were aware 
of Danby's engagements to the prince of Orange, and 
feai'ed that, with so large a sum of money at his disposal, 
hemightiuduce the king to join the allies. But they were 
undeceived by Ruvigny ; and the event justified his pre- 
dictions. Before the bill passed the house, the whole was 
approprialed to particular purposes, the receivers were 
instructed to pay the money to certain oSicers, and these 

• C. lonrn. Mitreli 9T, April 1. I,. Joiirn. vii. lU. ISfi. Pntl. IIlit.tT. 
SGSLaei. MitrvBll. i. 98J. 3U Biiili lnw>«. i"me.-i:r, cincjur-rt iami 
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were ordered to retiiler an account of ita diajvosal to par- 
liament. No portion of 11 Wiis sulfered to pass [liruugh 
the hamls «f tlie tveasu/ar *. 

3. Ill February the king of France nt tlio head of a Feb. 
numeruus army burst into the Spunish Nellierljuds, i'i, 
confuunded hia enemies by the rajiidity oud coiiiiilesily 
of his roovemeiits, sate doivn suddenly before Vnlen- 
ciennes,ancl in a few days carried that fortivas by assault. 
Every eye was now turned towards Flanrfers. The no- jiai.. 
velfy of a wiitler campaiifii, the success of its corameneo- 7. 
ment, and its probable consequences, created a general 
alarm : Solinas and Funseca. the Spuiiish ai^ents, spared 
neither pains nor expense to arouse the paa^bng of the 
peiiple, and to acquire friends in <he parliameiit'h ;, and \f). 
an address was voted by the commons, praying the king; 
to take sueh measures as miiiht be necessary to preserve 
the Spanish Netherlands from the rapacious t-raap of the 
French monarch. Under the intiuoiice of Danby the .^ 
lords proposed the addition to the address of a promise 
of support from the pariiament: but ibe lower house re- 15. 
jecied the promise as superfluous, and Cbai'les nmrlied j^^ 
hia ^■^nae of the rejection by this laconic reply, that he 
held on tliat subject the same opinion as the two houses. 
The Freni'li army continued ita vicloiious career. Cam- April 
bray surrendered ; the prince of Orange was defeated ^■ 

• DulTympte. ii IID. C. loum. Tph. SI; Uanh S.9. 11. Mnrvell.I. 
SSa. 9B6, aft EM. 310. 316 Daiiby's U-ttuns, 309. Tlip commoua Ind 

iHii nnirinif'it tor il^morai-iit. Him' IhE public wiT^i* miJlS noi'b/i'u- 
jnrsd 1)yi)ia liisi or tho bill. I,. JuuiD. xill. lltl.119. Mure] I, i. SIB. 
%ia. Aiunrdinu In Bunmt {ii. IMJ ihs cliiun V.B1 inlTudiieed by the 

i Tim king wu slpnnr^ nL the (utiTltr of time mpD. T)ief iuforniRl 
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April at Cnssfil, and the city of St. Oraer opeiiBtl its gates to 
^- tl;(! cjiiquerors. The cry f.ir war now resounded (rota 
all pjits of the liiuji'liiro ; a second addreaa wait voted; 
and to Ibis, Hf,er a long di:ba;e, and a di' hii.ii In winch 
the miiiialer oblaiiied a iimjocity of nine voioes, was ap- 
pfiiided the pri>raise of sup|)ort,whiclihftd beon firmerly 
netnitived. The king answered that he expected some- 
thin^ more speciflc, a {irant of at loa.it eon,Ui,u;. to en- 
able him lo take part in the war wilh any prospert of 
sm-cesB: Imt the denianit was eluded ander the pretence 
that many of the memliers had left town on account of 
the Kaster holidayH, and Charles having passed the niO' 
'"■ ney bills, adjourned the parliament for the space of live 
weeks*. 

During the recess the imperial ambassador received 
the snm of len tliotisand, the Spanish ambassador that 
oP twelve thoiiaanil pounds, lo purchase voles in the 
lower house; and at Ibe same lime Coiirtin, the French' 
envoy, negotiated with the enertiies of the lord treasurer 
to oppose any grant of monpy to the king. The effect 
of all thesa intrigues appeared at the next maetin™. 

May Charles, advertin"! to the assertion of his opponenls. that 
2J- he sought to obtain a supply fir purposes of his own, so- 
lemnly pledjied his word that "they sliould never re- 
" pent any trust uhioh they might repose in him for tlie 
as, *' safety of his kingdom^-." This speech provoked a se- 
cond address, of which the first part ucconled with the 
policy of Ibe Freiifh court, by the positive refusal of a 
supply before the dcclaraiinn of war: and the second 
grEidflfd ilie wishes of (he allies, by prayinj; the kio,!^ to 
enter into Creaiios wiih the Uiiind Sia'es and other 
pcivers for tbs presenatioa of the Neiherlauds, Charles 

" i;^ Jonra. M*t. e. IJ. 17. 29, Aji. 13 16. Mon-ell. i. 397. !93. ZOi. 316. 



tliiMi iicuoUaMiiii tiir munrtv with tlis Fn-iicti unitaasaailur. Nuw Cluiln 
mudc iliii >)H-'i;li on May I^ bul ilirre li uo tiroDfuf ilie eiiau<u» or lunh 
mijfuuuikw liil HlitfT lie Imd boeii |i»vulLi]dtaa^<hun thoparUaiqeiit. 
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, felt, or afFecleil to feel, tliia address as an insult. On tlie May 
first piK he madB no comment: in velatiun to tlio aemiid ^8. 
he charged llie house with au invasion of his prerogii- 
tivo; they had presumed to dictate to him nhsn, how, 
and with whom he was to make war ; if he were iri sutn- 
mit to such an encraochment, he should soon became a 
mere cipher in the ^vernment ; and on that accoujit he 
commanded both houses to adjourn to the month of 
July. When the (^ommims relumed to their own house, 
several members rose to contend, that fur a comjiulsory 

was newssary : but the speaker exclaimed ; " by tho 
" kinsj's command this house is adjourned till July 
"16th." He immediately quilted the elmir, and the 
memliera separated*." 

In ihia parliamentary con I est Charles liad ceffainly . 
the odvantajife over his adversaries. He had professed 
himself ready to concur with the genera! wish of the 
nation : ihsy by their obstinacy had prevented that con- 
currence, and thus provoked many to suspect the purity 
of their patriotisfn t. If we consider the avowed enmity 
of Danby to the interests of France, we shall see litlle 
reason lo doubt that tlie king, if he had received a supply, 
would have taken tliis year the same decisive measures 
which he look the.ne\t. It is indeed (rue tiiat he made 
to Couriin assurances of his attachment to France, and 
commiinicatiuns of interesting inielligenco : but this 
might be merely an artifice to procure tho quai-terly re- 
mittance of his pension ; and so it was inlerpi'eied by 
the Fieneh ministers, who, instead of relying on the 
royal professions, instiucted their envoy in Eng^Und lo 
keep the king depeadenC on France for money, by ob- 

■ D-IrvmpKii. 111. Macph-Lsa Cbm. Joucn. Mn)' 25. S3. Mar- 
n».i.EC%£39— E38. 

I "TuipKsk niythaniililiconaeTDinElhat oililrpisl t1liDltitIlnnllobo- 
* UtfieiliAl IliH K'lic at Ibe KTsalneo sf Fnince cnnM Iw Iba iFudiai malivu 



dhy Google 



Btructing thrucgU the leaders in parliament every pro- 
posei! gionl. or supply li-om hu own aubjeels*. 

Tlie adjournment, htuvever, thoush il rtlioveil, did 
not i-emove tlittir apprehensinns, Coiiitiii urged a dis- 
solution or a prorogation till April 1678. Cliailes de- 
manded an nui; mental ion of bis yearly pension to tlia 
amount of200M0l. A long negotiation followed. The 
envoy.'lhouah he had been instructed to consent, if he 
found it necessary, perpemaUy pleaded the poverty of 

June the Frenrh ireasury ; and the king, thoiisih Montague, 

j' his amhasaador in Paris, assured him of success, at 

^(i_ lenitth cunileficendud to awept the smaller sum of two 

md'ionsoflivres, between one hundred and fifty and one 

hundred and sixty thousand pounds, Montajiue remon- 

Sepl.sl rated: Charles repented of his faciUly, revoked bis 
^- word, declared lo liarillim, ihe successor of Courlin, that 
he had nut been aware of the differeneo in the value of 
the tivo sums, and, when that minister objeeted, con- 
ducted him to the door, saying, " I am ashamed of the 
" blunder; you must go anil settle the matter with the 

Oct. "lord treasurer,'' In conclusion be obtained his de- 
mand, with this addition, that the augmented pension 
should be reckoned fiom the commencement of the cur- 



In July the adjournment of parliament had been pro- 
longed to December, and a promise was given to Courlin 



]aid». A p'liiij.hlBt, T»1eiL ut 1w Buintfuufl, and anppiBal ui liaT« Wvn 
vrUtrp Iiy>liaapt1i'ii7 waitT««.-duil}r.CJii'«v. Htfrvfaovd tDEl*^- iirtlhs 
suilKjr, <iid m, .xllnlued a iinv h Riwur IMHU, aud bi be ImpciHjiitil un 
it Wiia lold. Uaivrll. I. ^6. tSB. SK. 

* Oiiiilln Imrl i.«iTiHl b» Bii.hoi Itv fi<- VM 0001. on tV II M. of Junp : 
Blid 11 h vmlxUi- llMt Uunl.igiii! 'li»»iTiid il ; [br on lh>l very 'lay lia 

znunnreh- Cmuiiai« Daubj'i IjelLeEa, 1—37, wiLb tlie tUBimtotiua ki Dnl- 
tymjita, ii. 111—116. 
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that, on the pavmeutof the Fieueh pension, it shoulil be 
again oiljimrned till April. The f.)iir lorJs in tile Toiver 
luid coiiauled iheniselves with ihe know ledge -that tliey 
must be discharged at the close of the session. To their 
dinap 5: ointment the session by these adjournments was 
continued. The prospect of a long and indeBnite con- 
finement humiiled the spirit of Bueltinghora, Salisbury, 
and Wharlon, who, having in a petition to the king, re- 
voked tlieir opinion, and stated Iheir repentance, obtained 
their liberty ; hut the obstinacy of Shaftesbury disdained 
tosuiirait: he appealed for protection to the law, was' 
brought by writ of habeas ctrrpm before the court of 
King's Bench, and with the aid of four barristers pleaded 
Lis own cause, The judges replied that they could not 
admit him to hail, because he had been sent to ihe 
Tower, not ibr safe custody, but in execution of judg- 
ment: neither could they grant him a discharge, be- 
cause, that judgment having been pronounced by the 
house of lords, the case came not within the jurisdiction 
of the court, pending the session. Seven months later, 
when the parliament met, the other three lords having "^"' 
previously asked pardon, resumed their seals : hut 7I 
Shaftesbury had sinned more decjily ; to the original 
offence he had added that of appealing from the judg- 
ment of his peers to an inferior tribunal, the court uf 
King's Bench, and on that account he was compelled -^' 
not only to make the £ame submission with liis compa- 
niuns, but also to crave on his knees forgiveness fur this 
brciich of the privilege of the house. ''My lords," he. 
eaid, " I go not about to justify myself, hut cast myself 
" at your lordships' Iteet, acknowledge my error, and 
" hurably beg your pardon."' More than this could not 27. 
be required. The house was satlsHed; and the king 
ordered the repentant sinner to be djaitharged from the 
Tower, No man can doubt that ti)e punisbuienl thus 
intlicled on the four lords originated in a wish to humble 
the leaders of an opposite and formidable party. Danby 
had then a mii^ority at his nod, and could expound the 
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law of p^irtlanient as he pli^ase'I; but in tlia ooi 
tivo jears Slial'tesbui-y rose to (he bigli pre-ei 
fore pnsae^ed by his adversaiy ; and one oF \m lii'st 
eaves was to procure a vote pronouncing all these pro- 
cpedinga irre^tukr, and ordering every Iraue of them to 
be expiinj^d f.om the journals of the house*. 

The reader is aware that ia ihe year ]67'1 the prince 
of Oiaiigo hod very unceremoniously refused the liaiid of 
tbe princess Mary. Succeeding events had taught him 
to lament hia iiaprudeni'e. All the flattering jireilic- 

^ tiiins of liis advisers were falsified; and be discovered 
that he bad "given offence to the only priiic«, who could 
enable him either to conclude an honourable peace, or to 
continue the war with any prospect of success. Con- 
vinced that it was bis interest to seek a reconciliation, 
ho begun in tbe first place by cultivating the friendship 
of tbe favourite minister, the lord treasui-er; in the next 
he condescended to solicit that union, which he hod pre- 

May vioualy rejected : and, alarmed at the coldness «ith 
which tbe proposal was received, requested permission 
to come to England, that he mi^ht apologize for his past 
conduct, and explain his views fur the future. Charles, 
partly through a feeling of resentment, partly Ibrough 
jealousy of his eoonexion with tbe popular leaders, af- 

Jiinefected to hesitate; and, when he gave his consent, made 
^'' it an express condition thai William should leave Eng- 

Oot, land before the meeting of parliament. At the cloie of 
9. the campaign he joined his two uncles at Nenmarkel : 
the lord treasurer, and Temple, who was returned trom 
the embassy, were devoted to his interest ; and their 
united efforts extorted from the easy monarchbia consent 
to the immediate solemnization of tbe marriage, though 
he had previously arranged with .lames that it sliould 
only follow tbe acquiescence of the prince in their views 

• Miim.tl,i.348.355 359. St. TrinK vL 12159, Nortli, 71. 73. Hsrt. 
MSS. asoa. OKn-hpundc-nn-nrClKMuton mul nopl.«slrr.t.6, 7. Biil- 
klrode.972. He r^dmowlt^i^ tliit ''t^ehrliighig iit Ihe Juthem curpia 
"bm ■ liinh Tiotatw-urf their lotd«h W utltilcaea. Bod a ereal ngetiivn- 
-aoaatbkfaauxotleiae.- Sh Uatiall, ii. Ayp. 3B3-Jl3. 
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with reaped to the peace of Ihe continent. The iliikeOct. 
was s'urpiised and mortified; but, deemi[ig it liis duty ^^■ 
(o auliniJl lo the will of tlie soverBij;n, lie accomiiiinied 
liis brotlier to the council cliambur. Charles announced 
to the lorAti that he bad conuludcd a martiage between 
his nepbew tbo prince of Oran[;e and his niece the 
pHnceBij Mai^, fur the purpose of uniliii;r the different 
branches of his family, and of proving to his people the 
interest which he took in the security of their religion. 
" And I/' added the duke, " as father of the bride, have 
"given my consent. — a consent which will prove the 
" iuiaehood of the charges so oiien made against me, 
" that I meditate changes in the church and stale. The 
" only change which I seek, is to secure men from mo- 
" testation in civil concerns on account of tlieir opinion 
" on relijjiouB matters •." 

Tliis marriage gave univei'sal satisfaction ; and during 
the fesUvities with which it was celebrated at court, close 
and frequent consultations were held respecting the con- 
ditions vrliicb ought to form the basis of a general peace. 
But on these occasions the uncle and the nephew met 
with secret feelings of jealousy and resentment, the 
prince attributing the preponderance of France to tlie 
apathy of the king, the king to the olisiinacy of the 
prince; the one insisting with vehemence that Franuhe- 
comtS should be restored to Spain ; and the otlier as 
warmly contending that such a demand would oppose an 
insuperable obstacle to the attainment of peace. At 
length William yielded : the interests of his ally were 
sacrificed lo the acquisition of a sufficient barrier between 
France and the United Provinces; and bolh parlies 
aKTe^d lo propose the following project of a treaty to tlie 
powers at war; that Holland aiid France should mutu- 
ally restore the conquests which fliey had made ; that 
the territory of France sliould remain in statu quo ; that 
the duchy of Lorrain should be restored to the duke, the 

* BanW, L«ll<.ii, 130—150. 285. Temple, il 419. J2L Junes, L50»- 

jio, DiifjmpKii, lae. 
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rightful sovereign ; and thai Louis should keep posses 
sioii of tlie places and countries which he had wun from 
Spain, witli tiie exception of Aih, Char eioi, Ouiiennrde 
Coiirtrai, Tournai, Coiide, and Valencenies «hi h 
towns should be restored, lo form a chain of loitieuscs 
sepiu'atiiig the new acquisitiuns of Fiance fiom the 
ancient boundary of the republic. Ciiiiile8a(ltnowlpit,ed 
that tlie amliiiiou of Louis oos-ht (o be satisfied with 
these terms: he even undertook to propose them to the 
acceptance of that monaroh, and to requiie an immediate 
and positive answer : but no arts of the prince could 
draw fi-oin his unele an engagement to join his fj oea 
with Iboiieor tlie conl'e^lerates in the event of a refiiBal *. 
The Itin;; felt the awkwardness of the new cbamcter 
whichhehad assumed. HiLherto he preletided to no 
other office than that of mediator, now he took upon him- 
self lo aibirrate between the contending powei's. He 
was bound by seeiet Ireoly lo L^uis; he received from 
him a yearly pension ; lie had iieen in the habit of 
making to him iirotestalions of gratitude and friendship : 
and yet he was abouttodictalecondilions of peace which 
would avvest that monarch in his career of victory, and 
tear from iiim a valuable portion of his conquests. 
jjoy_ Having selected lord Feversham+ for- the mission, he 
1(1. gave him initlructions to delii'er his message in the least 
olTi^nsive manner ; to state that the restoration of the 
seven towns was a condilioo from which nothing could 
induce the prince of Orange to recede ; that it was con- 
sidered necessary for the preservation of Flanders, to 



• jBmxs, 1.510. Di.uby, 15^156. l>inpl«, U. 423. 
tlu- Bun at LiKlU t^ 4S6). It it howeicr, evklanl, Co 
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wliich Louis himself had given up nil pretensions ; Ibat 
the peo;ile of England wete so deeply interested in the 
fate of that couuti')'. tliat the king could " never live at 
" ease with them," if he were to suffer it to be annexed 
to France either by war or treaty ; that, as the parlia- 
ment had already compelled him to witlidiaw from hia 
&niaitce with Louis, so it was to he feaved that they might 
at last fuive him into a war against that monarch ; and 
[hat, should the project of peace l)e accepted, (he acqui- 
escence of the French king in that point " would remove 
'' ali accidenia ihat might obstcuct the existing ftiend- 
" ship between the two crowns." Feverabam proceeded 
to Paris ; and, as he hud nothing more in command than 
" to desire the most Christian king's judgment on the 
" proposal," it was expected that he would not he de- 
tained above two days ; but a furtniaiht passed without „ 
any tidings of hia return, and the prince of Orange was ^ 
compelled by despatches from the continent to hasten 
back to the theatre of war *. 

In the French cabinet Colbert argued warmly in fa- 
vour of the project; Louvois, who spoke ihe sentiments 
of hia sovereign, contended for the prosecution of the 
war. Arter several delays Feveraham received this an- 
swer, that Louis had read the proposal with surprise; 
that to call on him to surrender the seven fortresses waa 
as unreasonable as to amputate a man's feet, and then 
bid him walk; but that, in proof of his moderation, 
he would consent to a truce for all the towns, whether 
they belonged to Spain or Holland, which were situated 
between the Meuse and the aea, according to the demar- 
cation of 1668 +. The envoy returned ; and the next ^''' 

* Thfl inpfcmctlou* for lord FeTprnhitm hAva Wen pnlillsliAt bjilnrd 

hmv tiLcorrecL TeEO]>li] U ja bh BbUemenl of UiB lermi to I.e pfO|msed b7 

t n»iihy,l. 161. By thu IwnW of April S, IfSS, «i ImagtniirT line was 
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post brought advice that in defiance of the season the 
French army had taken the fielil, and had ii.veatedGuis- 
fain, which was expected to fall in a few days. Sur>h 
conduct irrilated tlie pride of Cliarloa ; ha ordered the 
Dec arijoiirnment of parliament to be shortcDed from April 

3. the 4lh to January the I5th*; and compelled Moil tasue. 
the ombassadof, who had obtained leave of absence, to 

4. return in all hasle to Paris. He was instructed to ex- 
press the surprise of tiie king, that the epithet " unreason- 
" able" should be applied to an arrangement which wub 
necessary ftir the preservation of Flanders; his appre- 
hension that the rejection of the project would compel 

., him to ad ipt measures which it was his mo4t anxious 
wish to avoid ; his persuasion that the sacrillce demandad 
of Louid was trilling in coraiiarison with the risk which 
he himself must encounter from the disconient of his 
subjects; and his intention of meeting his parliament 
before the French army could have time to extend its 
conquests in Flanderst. On thesameday Cliarlessent 
directions to Hyde, the ambassador at ilie Haa;ue. to 
propose lo the States a new treaty after (he model of the 
triple alliance, by which the two powers shoiild be bound 
to each other, not only to defend themselves against all 
a^ressors, but also to declare w^ir. England against 
Fiance, the Si'ales against Spain, if either France or 
Spain should reject the proposed treaty of peace. .The 
"• prince of Orange received this intelligence with feelings 
of astonishment and triumph. He had not expected such 

• Thai this ™ai Iha r™.l cnuK il plstn froBl the 
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a demonstration of vigour from the indolence of his unde : 
bis inlluence soon oiiUitied the consent of tlie ISiateS' 
Geneijl; and inafew dava theneiv treaty Wiisconcluiie<l, '^^ 
with the full but unavowed sanction of tUe Spanish 
government at BrusseU ''. 

Anxious as Louis had alwas'sbeen to prevent the union 
of Charles with hia enemies, vet he did not suffer the 
apiiarent hostility of the £ng;lisli Icing to witlidraw hi[a 
firom [lis purpose. 

1. A lonft time must necessarily elapse before the 
British ti'ODps could talie the field. They were not jet 
levietl, nor had any vole of credit been passed for their 
suppurt. But a lleet might sonn be formed of (he ships 
iii actual aei vice: and tlierelore, as a msasure of pre- 
cautiou, he despatched secret orilers for tiie eiacuation 
of Sicily, and the immediate reluru to Franfe both of 
his army iu that island, and of his naval force in the 
Mediterranean +. At the same time ho sought to damp !'• 
the military ardour of his EiiKlish brother, flist, hy sus- 
pending, thoui{h with many apologies and expressions of 
personal esteem, the payment of tlie yearly pension, of 
ivhtch 50,IHI0l. was actually due : and then by proposing 19. 
a general trilce for twelve motiths, durinsf wliieh espe- 
dienls might bo devised lo satisfy every interest. He 
assured Montague that no considBrati<ia wuuld ever in- 
duce him to part with Ci>nd£, Valenciennes, and Tournai; > 
and left it Co his minister to add tliat, if Charles could 
prevail on the prince to consent to the cession of those 
places, their full value should be paid to the English 
king in bars of gold concealed wiihin bales of silk, and 
any sum which the lord treasurer might name as the 

•DnDWsI«tto»,fei.l69. 16S. 3»t. Dnnxint, vli. Ml. a ]mirn. 
M'lyB, I6;b. iBlhetm.Iylx.tliix.M'eniMiwdlDconiwl iuiotlv Fraiioa 
>ll<(S|inmtni»Hi»M»: but in article il Ihl Sisb'I IX.Tt iW llm Jials 
•nffltl'aln»nnuiceuri1iFcunKntor Ruii!ii (lalu artl ii«N,id ih'nt Ihs 
ln'iiywiiaiiin!«litj'ilti«!«lai^insl Kraiint ■Ihod. Ym tiiis ini|j«t»nt 
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reward of his services sliouM be remilted to liim in the 
shape of ilinmondit anri pearls. As uiiolher in (hi cement 
B. hint was thrown uutof amuri'tLi<;i;betH'een thedaiiphin 
anil Mademoiselle d'Orieans, Itie niece of Cliavles, wiih 
the remark, that the interests of that ynung lady ought 
to be as dear to hei' uncle as those of his nephew William. 
Monta^fue (if he hod not already tasted of the bounty of 
the French kin^, be hud atlea^t rei^ived a promise of 
remuneration) was careful, in the letter «hicli conreyed 
these pruposals, to pniiit them in the must inviting 
coluurs*. But the king prnved himself superior to 
temptation. Oiithe one hand he was kept steady to his 
put-p.iEO by the representations of Datiby, who ardently 
wished to provoke a war with France, on tlie other by the 
Duke of York, who warmly espoused the quarrel of his 
son-in-law, and Uattej'ed his own ambition with the hope 
of I'eaping an ample harvest of military glory. At the 
duke's suggestion instructions were sent for the return 
of the English troops serving in the pay of France; a 
strong squadron sailed to the Mediterranean to reinforce 
the fleet under sir John Narborough ; commissions were 
issued fur the completion of the old and the raising of 
new regiments, and possession of the port of Oslend was 
demanded from tUe Spanish povernraent as a dep6i for 
the use of the English army in Flanderst. 

2° But besides ihc sovereign there existed another 
power, with which Louis did not think it heneaili bis 
Nov. dijj^iily to negotiate. The marria^ie of tlie princess Mary 
3 had convinced the popular leaders that the prince of 
Orange had abandoned their party. Some of them with- 
out delay sought the ear of the French ambassador ; a 
new plan of opposition was devised ; and at bis suggest 
tion it was resolved to attribute the recall of [lie English 
troops from the French service (a raeuBure which ihey 
themselves had repeatedly recommended iu parliameiit) 
11 the part of ihe king of rendering him- 
5, 4S fi). 
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self absolute witb the aid of a staiiiliii^ ainiy. Wiih .l»n. 
these men Barillun was ovdered to cuiiiiiiue his cun- '- 
nt-ccion: but several, and those the most ihilueiitiiLl, siuod 
aloof; and to them the yuuuin^rKuvi^ny nas ikspuluhud 
from Paris, aa a more aceeptable i list mm cut, nn uceuuiit 
of bis relationship to Uidy Vau^ban. and liis intiiiiaii; uc^ 
quaintaace with the family of Russell *. On hi» arrJTsI ]g^ 
he wailed on the kiiig and the lord treasurer, tu acquaint 
them that an equivalent mi^ht perhaps be aci-epled for 
CoudS and Valenciennes, buluevL'r,,iii any circumsiaiK-eai 
for Tiiumai. In a private audience wilh Charles, he 
made to him the most liberal otters of pecuniary assist- 
ance, and begged him to be on his guard against tlie 
perniuluus counselsof Danby, wbosacril^C^d theiiitei'ests 
of bis sovereign to bis own desire of popularity. To 
Dan by himself he repealed assurances of the high esteem 
. in wbich he was held by the French monarch, and es- 
pressed a hope that the minister would employ the in- 
fluence which he so deservedly possessed both witli the 
king and ihe prince, to extinguish rather than foment 
animosities and resontmenis. Finding', however, thet 
Lis arguments and eloquenee made no impression, be 
souubl and obtained aevei-ui interviews with lord Holies 
and lord Hussell. The latter be found open and com- 
municative : the former was cautious and reserved, hut 
a most bilter enemy of the court. Both seemed to ap- 
prehend that there might eslst a secret and collusive 
understanding between the two munarcbs ; that the 
present appearance of dissension was assumed merely as 
a feint to furnish Charles with the pretext of demanding 
a supply ; and that the artitles of peace were already 
settled, and would he made puldic as soon as the m<me}' 
bill should be iiasaed. But wheu this cause of jealousy 

• nurlijny iios inElvncled in npply first In Ihe kins, and I'li^n. if bs 
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was reranved, Ifim/ agreed to append to tlie supply pon- 
ditions wbieli should render it unaci'cptable lo Ihe king ; 
tn bring fonvard cbarges ajroiosl ibtj lurd irensurer and 
Ilia friends ; to harass tlie duke of York and ibe callio- 
liua with the proposal of newdisqualiftcatii-ns; and lo 
employ every means in their power to provoke the king 
to Eidjourn or proroj^ue the parliament; anil Ruvi^^ny, 
on the part of his sovereign, promised, that, if by llieir 
opposition Charles were compelled to renew his connec- 
tion with France, Louis should employ all his influence 
to procure a dissolution of parliament, and the ruin uf tlie 
lord ti-easarer, two objecls equally desired, as equally 
conducive to their interests, both by the popular party 
and the Froneh monarch. Tliere is no reason to suppose 
that Holies anil l<.ussell were betrayed into this danger- 
ous and illegal intrigue by pecuniary oonsideratiiins. It 
was with them the effei't of paity zeal and politieal re- 
sentment ; and when Russell was asked by Ruvigny to 
paint out the persons among whom he should distribute 
the large sum which he bad brought wiih liim iVom 
France, that nobleman indignantly replied, that he 
should be sorry to have eiimmunication with men, who 
were to be bought with money. His friends, however, 
were less scrupulous, and it will subsequently appear that 
several of them accepted valuable prenents from the 
French monarch *. 

3. From England Louis turned his attention lo the 
Hague. In the united provinces there was scarcely a 
man who did not wish for a separale pence. Even those 
who opposed it in the Slates were nut restrained by 
principles of honour, but by the ascendancy possessed by 
William, who still refused to hear of any proposal by 
■which his allies should be abandoned to the resentment 
of their eneuiy. Bat since Ilis m.irringe into the royal 
family of Engl^ind his induence hiul beun on the wane ; 
and his cuunlrjmen began to suspect the object of his 

' Palirmple, 11. 12fr-13a. Taaby, Lellers, 60. 63. Bfl. 69. 
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witli a monarch, vhora of all men tliey con- 
fiideri'd as tlieir most bitter enerav In sirenffllieii tins 
inipiessioLi the French ambaisadoi was pleniifuUj sup 
pheii with money, and his agents were iiistrupltd to 
throw out iiisinuaiioiiB a«;oin»t the patriotism of the ' 
prince, to attribute his ohhtmacy in opiiosini; a se| orate 
peace to his love of military rommand, and hm lii'queiit 
inluicourse with the English couit to ajomt dcBiirn of 
establii'tiiug a system of arbitrary power, both in Eng- 
land, and ill the Netherlands. The advocaies of peace 
multiplied rapidly: their numbers encouraged Uiem to 
speak in a holder tone, and the p nee saw that without 
some very important change in affa rs 1 e si oul 1 be no 
lonsief able to control the general w si of h s country- 

When the parliament met, Cha les f med the two J""- 
houses that he had made an all a ed fen e idoffeii- '''*■ 
sive with the States for the pr e t on of Tla lets ; that 
having faiiail in his efforta to pro me peace by fair 
means, he would endeavour fo procure it by force; that 
for this purpose it would be necessary to put ninety sail 
of ships in commission, and to raise thirty or forty 
thousand men, and that he therefore expected from his 
faithful subjects a prompt and plentiful supply, which 
they were at liberty to appropriate to particular purposes 
in the most rigorous mannerthat eowld lie devised. The 
popular leaders daied not directly oppose this deiaand ; 
— for they had been the most clamorous among the advo- 
cates of war + — but to the addressof thanks for the royal _. 
speech they artfully appended two very popular but un- 
palatable requests, that the king would never consent, 
and v/ould bind his allies never to consent, to any peace 

• nanhy'i LpIIits, S<W. 2M.329. 35t. Temiile, LL 43T. 
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which did not confiMe Ffince williin the limiis formerly 
settled by Uie treaty uf tha Pyrenees: andtliat Vie would 
make it a condition of f.lie ooiifedeiacy. tliat all commer- 
cial iiiterajurse with France should be piohibited, and 
all articles of French growth or maimlicture should be 
destroyed wherever, either by land oi sea ihey mifehtbe 
found. Charles commen'ted on tliia address with great 
Feb. severity of language. He had compile 1 with tliur re- 
4. quest of the 2Uth of May by making an alliance with 
Holland; but they seemed to ha^e tor^otlen Ibeir pro 
mise of supplying him with money lo aeiomplish the 
object of such alliance, and had again invaded his pce- 
TOgative by prescribing to him the conditions to he in- 
serted in treaties; but Ihey should know thai he held the 
reins of government in his hand, end nould continue to 
hold them for the safety of his people and himself In 
addition they presumed to interfere «ith the commercial 
regulations of foreign and independent goiecnmenis, 
which most be provoked hy such inteiference , and to 
dictate the terms of a future peace, as if they possessed 
a knowledge of the future contingencies of war ; and this 
too at a tine when not a ship, a regiment, a single 
penny had been voted to enable him to support the lan- 
guage which they wished him to assume. Inthe debate 
whieli followed, the country party maintained that they 
dared not grant money for the support of an alliance, 
the cunilitions of which had nut been communicated to 
5, the house: but the minister obtained aniajority of forty- 
two voices, and a supply was voted in general terms for 
the maintenance of a fleet of ninety sail, and an army of 
thirty thousand men*. 

The extraordinary conduct of the house of commons 
induced the king to relleet seriously, before he suffered 
himself to be irfevocahly drawn into the war. The 
French troops were already in motion : it was plain that 
Lis opponents, if they could not prevent, would at least 

•C.Jonrn.IsD.K.aii Feb,<,S. Pari. Hist. Ii. S9e. SlS-S^iS. 
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retard tlio supply, till it shoiilit he too late for him to in- 
fluence llie events of ihe campaign; the Ktnles not only 
talked of a separate peace, they refused to i'lirnisU tfaeir 
quota of shipa to the combined fleet, and Villa Hennosft 
declared that a pacificatioD on any condtlions was belter 
to Spain than the continuance of the war*. Charles 
began to hesitate ; new expedients suggesled themselves 
to his mind ■ and he resolved to make another effi)rt to 
proeuro ap AT hdp da willing- 

ness to r t C d d V 1 h ngle town 

of Tourn t d th p pi 1 1 t f dispute ; 

and the k g pe 1 d h m If Ih t L might be 
biought t p W U m to ) td Ch 1 manl in its 

place. MhU pp ILdplhd Huvigny to Feb 
Paris, God Iph t H 11 d I t th tl ntimation »■ 
tliat the !i p oc d L f m h m If that he still 

intended t IdhylhdtTu fhs r.eiihew, 

and that 1 h U d th tm t hy the 

French f ) Sp h C b f 1 eceived an 
answer, d 1 t f i^ t E land. The 

reply of I IS p b I ly th t f the prince 

of Orang hlodbe p llj t Cdby Danby, 
ft direct refusals. 

While the projects of Charles were paralyzed by 
doubts and jealousies, l^uis displayed a spirit of enter- 
prize, which astonislied, and ultimately subdued his 

■ SoH llif iaitiuclloDa In GoHnlplila. Danhv'i Letlpn, 346. 

tll.lcl.j Blaol^l^7.8^'4. Dalrjmplp, ii. 1*7, 148. CldiTnd. Cnrwsp. 
i. a (Jo Kbo. Kli, OmilW iviow lo UiB urincB thai - Ihrre I.-.I. ho raiisi- lo 
" fenr miy «lujnili<.n in iht ktim : bnllliBI, if hi. hi.hiiMa did wi npi.n-vu 

It da; Ilnnlijr wiitn 

_ "ihB Wb'iT' K!ohy, , 

lyy— 1B9. la tlii" nfouid MliT ho .BM. tlint Id p»rtiBiiwBt ">U doulit 
■' wIlxLlirr Ilia Diajs ly <H1I go ftwljiplu •mr, nud nut uiltgil wwV 

IminonUj, hnt tenratlimtthBuitsrunl pwniMiua at Ui» Freucli »nvujr 
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an. enemies. Aliout Ihe end of Jtinu;ir)' lie prooeeikd fioin 

2**- I'aris 10 Metz, and every i')-e was dirooieil to tbe arinic= 
on llie Rhine : in a fitw (lays Namur, and llieii Mons, 
were invested, an'l the prince of Oranjieandtlie Spanish 
genei'itls hastened Co the pioteetion ot these f.rtiCBses. 
nexl Lduvois approached Ipres and its numeruus uarri' 
son was confined within Us Malts at last the maislial 

J. d'Humifires wiih a large duwoa sat down before llie 
important eily of Ghent, the real object of all these 

22. tnovements in thiee days the kins ariived in llie camp ; 

27. Ihe trenches were opened, and Ibe inhabitants capitu- 
H„i. laled. Soon afterwards Ipres fell, and Louis, satis flud 

15. with these conquests, en^'aged to undertake no military 
opi.rations during two raonlhs. He had opened a road 
into Holland ; he liail pUced himself in a situation to 
insult at any hour Brussels, the seat of the Spanish 
government, and he paused to aaconain what impres- 
sion this' change of circumstances ini};ht make on ihe 
confederales*. 

In England the reduction of Ghent provolted a general 
cry for war. The house of commons hastened to pass a 
hill, imposing apoli-tivx as part of the supply; but the 
popular leaders were careful to inoumbei' it with pro- 
visuea thought to trench on the lawful auliiority of the 
crown, and to take (him its value by the introduction of 
a clause, which prohibited the importation of French 
comnio lities, and consBquenlly lopped off one of the 
most productive branches of revenue. It was ex- 
pected that Charles would resent this artifice ■!': but, 
guided by the counsels of his brother and the lord trea- 

2()_ surer, he silently aecepted the bill, despatched three 
thiiusand men to Oslend. and issued levy-money to 
twenty colonels, each of whom bound himself to raise 
a regiment of one thousand men in tlie space of six 
• T*uin,iv.ia3-ifli. 

f CIinH>>> adienl^ 1o this aitlflre In the D.'xt emsidd, .-md declarH) Ihal, 
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weeks. His aiJveraanes m parliament -neie surprised 
at liid vigour, buC did not reUv fiom their elToitB lo 
erabai-rass his pvocedinga. Lord Russell inveighed ^"''• 
.wilb warmth against poperv, and a standins armj ; sir 
Gilbert Gerard hinted a su&picion that, if the neiv regi- 
ments were naibrid, they would lie employed, not against 
the enemy, but the liberties of the country ; a cotiimittea 
was appointed to inquire into the dangers with which 
the established church was Ihreaiened by the growth of 
popery; and an address was voted, praying the king to '*• 
declare war without a moment's <ielay, to dismiss the 
French envoys, and to recull his own commissioners from 
tile congreas at Niraesuen. The object of the supply, 
and the toue of this address, provoked Ruvigny and 
Baiiilan to expostulate with their friends, the former 
with the lords Russell and Holies, the latter with Buck- 
ingham and Shaftesbury, They all returned the same 
answer, that they had violaled no pledge; that to oppose 
the grant of money would have been dangerous, but they 
lia<t clogjied it with conditions most offensive lo the king ; 
and that in moving the address Ibey liad souglit to draw 
from him the disclosure of his real intentions, an object 
not more beneficial to themselves than to the French 
monarch ; for, were he once with the aid of an army to 
secure the persons of his political opponents, he would bo 
able lo obtain fcora a, servile parliament whatever aid be 
might demand for the proseeuiion of the war. Liird 
Russell carried up the arklroas to the huuse of lords for 
their concurrence: but they contended that it would be 
folly to plunge the nation into hostilities without some 
previous linoiilerlge of the inteniiimH of the allies. A 
conference fijllowed: neiiher hou*e was eonvi.:ced hy 
the other; am) the lords in conclusion relumed a direct 22, 
refos,.! ♦. 

The fact was that the .'success of Louis had subdued 
the obstinacy of the confederates. The emperor, the 

• C. Joarn. Feb. 18; Mareli 8. i5. S3. L. Joum. kWL IBB, 192. 1%. 
Pail, lllht. 11.940-95(1. UanJlui, 1!M. 1^. 
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Mar. queen of Spain, the prince of Orange, Bcqoainteii ilie 
1^- liin4t by tlieir ainliaseaitiirs that thev no longer objeclcd 
to the cession of Tournai, and iii addilion of Valen- 
ciennes, if Franca would restore the olber five towns, 
and witli them her recent conquests*. Charles received 
tile information with joy : of the acquiescence of I^uis 
he entertained not a doubt, and instantly devised a plan 
of providing for his own interosla, while he seemed to 
25 consult only those of the allies. Calling for Danby. be . 
compelled him to write to the ambassacior at Paris the 
celebrated letter, which lit n subsequent period leil to the. 
disgrace and luin of ihat minister. By it Montague was 
told tliat in the ofKcial despatch he would find instruc- 
tions to do nothing more than sound the disposition of 
Louis in respect to these terms ; because it was neces- 
sary to keep secret the real object of the king. He was, 
however, to make the proposal, and to pledge the word of 
his sovereign for the consent of Spain and the States. 
If it were rejected, he was to add iiotiiiiig more; but, if 
accepted, to demand for Cliarles, as the reward fur bis 
good service, a pension of 600,000 livresduring the three 
following years. A postscript was added in ihe band of 
the king ; " this letter is writ by my order, C. R+." By 

' *IS.Ie dnd de Villa Hrrmou b i^)iomlii (lUll uepplna lea i^mdltiani 

til DBiihy, Mmelin, p. S14. Har iilsu jtan^'s I.BU?r> (llnil. 910) ; and 
" ' ■ -nnilllpHnmi*, 11ii(l.a99. 

iv.TO— 78. 'l1i<iniitBitut1lie1>in«n thfl poll-tii ivulvi'J (hs 
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Louis tiie oiFer was reriisec! wilhoiit hesilalion : it ranie, 
he siiid, foil lule ; liia recent successes eDtitled liini to 
fireati^r Bjlvaiitagos ; hu might, indeed, restore Guislaiii April 
and Ghent, but he would i-etaiii Ipres; and lie had 1. 
!;iven inatructi^ins to his envoys at Nimeguen to make 
an almost similai- proposal to the confederates, by ivhich, 
however, be should not hold himself Louisd unless it 
was accepted by a certain day. Charles vas disap- 
pointed and offended : his narliko spirit revived, and he 
suggesteil to the foreign ministers at his court tlie c^oii- 
clusion of a, quaclripai'lite alliance, which he vould fol- 
low up with a declaration of war. The Spanish anibas- 
sador and the Imperial envoy assented with joy, but the 
Dutch hesitated : ha had neither poivers nor instructions, 
and dared not act without Ihem', Thai bo might have 
time to consult the States, the parliament, which had 15. 
met after the Easter recess, was adjourned for a fort- 
night, and in that interval Van Beuningen received the 
necessary powers, but without any iostinctions for his 
guidani^e. It was before suspected, it now became 
manifest, that the Slates would enter into no engage- 
ment, which might throw obstacles in the way of a 
separate peace. Before a few days were passed, they 29 
Toted a I esolution to accept the terms offered by France. 
On the meeting of parliament, the lord chancellor, by 
order of the king, espluined to the two bouses the past 
course and the present state of these, nej^tiations, and 
in conclusion soUcired their advice, with a promise that 
it should be feithfully folbwed. But the popular leaders 
had not foi^llen thsir engagement to iho French ara- 
ba^isadoT-f. They induced (he house to listen to a long 
and tedious Ke|)ort from the commilteeibr religion, which 
had discovered that a doisen catholic priests resided in 
the counties of Hereford and Monmouth, and that the 

*Ilalrymp!o, 11. 156. 0. Joarn, App. 29. The nest dny Dinby oont- 
plalna tu tlie pi-ince ; " I do rriHii my soul btllevp th^J: oar ])arliHin«Dt and 
** yow States coiitiil>uLa tdorc to tlie aef vkH oT tha French kin^ tluiE. the linat 



dhy Google 



[20 CHARLES II. [chap. H. 

4hw3 which gave two-lhird parts of the es1at«s ofeathoiic 
r»n:ij-iaiilB to liie rvown, were often evaded by means of 
Eei»'et tvunH and cunvej aitces. This was suliicienl ; the 
nlarinitig inlelligetiee awakened the feai-s of tha godly 
aaA the oreduloiis; and a vexolution was passed, that 
the house could not, consistently with its duty, lay any 
additional chaise on the people, till the Icingdom was 
" secured, and the dangers were prevented, whicli might 
"arise from the prevalence and the countenance given to 
" the popish party*." Whea the king heard of this vote, 
sa unfounded in fact, and so insulting to his ^veinment, 
he burst into expve-sions of astonishment and indigna- 
tion ; he saw that tlie object of its authors was to fortify 
thotnselves with the pa-^sions of ilie people, and to con- 
nect tlie refusal of supplies with tlie security of religion ; 
and he openly charged with deceplion those amung his 
counsellors who had urged him to enter into war on the 
ground that he would meet with the ci>-operation of par- 
liament. There remained, he said, but one resource for 
himself. The confederates wore willing to accept the 
terms offered bi France '.they should have his assialance; 
and he would demand money for concurring in the 
accomplishment of a pacification, wliich would equally 
be aociimphshed without his concurrence. 
W.th this view he wrote a coiicilialoiy letter to Louis, 
May and ordered ihe lord treasurer to commence a negoCia- 
tion with the French ambassador. The subsequent pro- 
ceedings in parliament sened to confirm him in his 
deteimi nation. The commons voted an address for the 
removal of the duke of Lauderdale, pronounced the al- 
liances lately concluded by the king inconsistent with 
the good and safely of tlie kingdom, advised him to 
comply with their previous addresses, and prayed him to 
banisbfrom his presence the counsellors who had in- 
• ThB r.vM.-n«, Ml Hlit.Ji this void was foiin^lpd, orenpii-s dre folio 
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duced him to reject their first advioe. Cliarlea on the jj„ 
othei- hand infurmed ihem that wiihuut a prompt supply 11. 
B portion of the fleet must be Laid up, and a cuiiatiiei able 
redaction be mode in tlie army. Alter some debate they 
refused to consider the subject; and the king sending 13^ 
fur ihem to the house of lords prora<;uCil the puvliameiit, 
but only for llie short space of ten days *. 

Louis, in the meati time, awai'e of the impcessioii 
which bis victories and bis emissavies bad made on the 
pubho mind in Holland, despalched a letter cf the most 
pacific tendency lo the Slates, and awaited iheir reply in g 
his camp at Wetteren, on ihe rii^ht bank of the Scheldt 
They immediately consulied the English, Spanish, and 
lm|ierial ambassadors, who, by the secret advice of the 21 
prince, returnod for aasiver that they ouirht to abide by 
their engagements, and refuse to ne^tiate unless it 
were in cottipany with their allies. But Louis had al- 
ready won a separate peai* by the capture of Gbent+. 
The desire to remove the French army lo a distance from 
the frontier, aided by the distribution of French |;old, 
bore down all opposition : end Ihe prince himself, warned 
of the unpopularity of his resistance, and driven to 
despair by Ihe recent conduct of the linglish parliament, 
gave a tardy and reluctant assent. Van Beveruini.' pio- i3_ 
coeded to the French camp, and an armistice was con- 
cluded to allow time for the discussion of t lie' articles of 22. 
pejce J. * 

• TompJa, iU 134. loiili iv. 163. D«ltynipl«, 173. C. Joiirn. App. S»i 
Muv4,7,H. 10,11. 13. The pani<« ■sir bo i^ii'lly iHiliiiiqu-l. Ilmt tlie 
KiO orntry qrwutloo IHin.'a lUiKlitAil. TlianilB Rirail ndAntm nuamst 
LBOilenUle ■Mciiiisil liy ■ oiaJuiIih oTt-S. tin t1i« ucvtday il«arlikr>( 
llarLf vnA hJL.4]»i1 by iLinii^nrily ufill, nbd adlhr^ tblhiwiti]tll ^Ai*t>uieKU](t 
u An nmi'niljpi-iit 111 ahollivmildn^i by p nnjarityift'l;!!!!- 

fi-ilil.c. HI ^-^oAat k- In nia\tB iltf ate v^inertf luul nifi-n?, ^imiiuriiU 
1U<1. IS3. 
llW.I6S,lf8. Te[iipl'-iL437. Cliir, Coiroii.nj. Diintvv'B I.-t- 
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That hi; might not lie disappointed of his ol)iei't by the 
interfeience of England, Louis commissioned JJiirilliiii 
to make a new offer to Charles. Danby no longer ad- 
vised hostilities— he nas delevred ijy the visible reluct- 
ance of the confederates, and the viuleiicetof his poliiicol 
enemies— the dube of Yorl; rariiilwd his ambiiiuii of 
military glory to Iiis fear llial a war would enable the 
p)pulai' party to make new inroads on what he deemed 
Mi^ the legitimate authority of the crown*; and Charles 

!'■ readily subscdbed a secret treaty, by which it was sti- 
pulated, that, unless the Stales signified their formal no- 
ceptance of the terms offered' at Niraegiien within the 
apace of two months, the English king should wiibdraw 
his forces from the continent with the excepJion of three 
thousand men. to form the garrison of Ostend, and 
should receive from Louis in return the sum of 6,0(iO,U0O 
livres (450,000^.) by foul quarterly instalments Ba- 
rillon, however, was not forgetful of his euKa^ement w ith 
the popular leaders, and therefore made the fiiat pny- 
meut depend on two impnilant conditions, the proroga- 
tion of parhament foi four months, piep^'atory to a 
dissolution, and the reduction of the Engliah aimy to 
t!ie small foree of SiX thousand men } 

23. The moment the parliacnent met, the altercation be- 

2^_ tween the king and the commons wiia reviverL The latter, 
proposed in aii address to the throne that war should ba 

88. declared, or^the army be disbanded, without delay. 
Charles replied thai in one case he might he left to fight 
■without alUes, and in the other his allies might be com- 
pelled to light without him. Iliei/ resolved that all the 
, forces levied during the last seven months " ought to be 

"4,^ paid offanddisbanded/o(/Au!i/A," and voted the sum of 
20u,0Utii. for that purpose, oa the condition that llie dis- 
liandmg should be effected in the short spate of thiee 
weeks. He begged lo learn whether it was their inlcn- 
■■ til,, inclinnllons at Ihis wlmle cjudtTj li) ilie reajc." Gufiolpliia to 

* Bee his Uaas lo aie prloce, Dalrymple. 11. 172— ITS. 
t IlBlcymple, ii, 1^9— US. 
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tinn that ilie Enslish garrisons in the towns of Flantlers 
bUouM be wilhdcaivn before they (■oiild be relitvi;d by 
Spanish troops; aa<l his oppoueuts, ashamed of their '' 
■precipifano.y, extended the three weeks to sistv days for 
the regiments serving beyund the sea, but pos'^eda rei^o- ' 
lution that after three days no additional motion for a 
supply should be rnadw during tiia session. Tlie king I 
then called them before hiui, reminded Ihem nf the 
public delit, which had been contracted some years before, 
and of the anticipations on the actual revenue, occasionod 
by his preparations for war, and condescended to request 
that, if they meant him to pursue hostilities with the 
petty state of Algiers, or to lake that part in contiiienlal 
politii's which Iwcame the dignity of the crown, or to lead 
the remaining portion of his lil'e in ease and quiet, they 
would add to liis annual income the sum of 3UO.000/. 
But this appeal to their feelings was useless : the house 
passed contemptuously to the order of the day *. 
. In the tneanwhile the negotiation between Louis and 
the Slates was transferred from the French camp to the 
congress at Nimeguen. Every question Respecting iho 
personal interests of the two parties was speedily and 
amicably arranged ; a day for the signature of the treaty 
was appointed ; and an armistice for sis weeks allowed, 
time for tbo'Spanish government to signify its accept- 
ance of the terras previously offered by Louis It chanced, 
however, that a question put by Doiia, the Spanish am- 
bassador, draw tVom the Fi-encb commissioners an aiiowal, 
that, though it was the intention of their master to restore 
the six towiis to Spain, he would continue to hold ihem 
as securities for his ally, the king of Sweden, till ,tlie 
emperor' should have restored the conquests «Iiieh he 

• n Jimni. M.i» !7 38i Inni. 1.7.13: 15. 18. PnrLIIi.tir.s77. 983. 
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had made frjin that piiiitc. This declaration put an end 

to tlie treaiy. The Slates fjibad lln--ir .■oromi»aioiiei-s to 

Jiini'si:^n wiihoiil new i:i5!cuc/ioiiM Clmrle» exprejse.l his 

21. cD.viciion Ibat Loiiia soujilit iinlj lo, diTiiie, and by 
(lividiiis! to iippiess, tlie eoiifedeiaU-s: mid ihe counnl 
unanim lusiv adopted (he advice of th« dtike of York, to 
enter immedialely into the war. The period fiir dis- 
banditiir the army was in uonsequenee prolonged* ; four 
thouaondmen led by, the earl of Oi^sory joined the Eng- 
lish regiments in Flanders ; another <'orp» of equal force 

^^' belli itself in rendinoss to embark under the command of 
July the duke; and Temple hasiened lo the HaKue, where, 

16. in detl mre of French iiilluence, he concluded a treaty 
Btipulatinjr that, unless France should recede from its 
new pretfnaions in favour of Sweden within fo\irt™n 
day.-i, the two powers Hlfiiuld unite their forces to compel 
the accepti'nce of ihe prti]iOHalii formerly made by the 
king of England, or HUoh olherennditions as the success 
of the conredei^as might entitle tliem' to demand t. 

or.liilv, i^'n Hit til" twdtttn Kujjlnnl. Tby ciinnuiiii hdIei nulrd)^'! Uia 

fopdi^y 'if IhH di'lur, liui ilriiii'il ilisiiihi Dribr lurcli lu mute nny il- 
niiiuni in n nionvrlilll. ami thpiEEin nJFiiint: tli' iiini'iiHiurDt, buIiiU- 
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Though Louis was disconcerted by this display of 
spirit, so unexpected on the part of the Enghsh king, he 
did not despair of subduing the obstinacy of the States. 
With this view his commissioners at Nimegnen employed 
for thirteen days every art which diplomatic liuesse could 
devise. Tiiey declafed that the resolution of their 
master was irrevooablj taken ; they suggested forms of 
cumpromise, llie suhstitution of an equivalent iji favour 
of Sweden, the discussion of tho subject at Ghent or St 
Quintiii ill the presence of Louis : but on the fourteenth, July 
when every man looked forward to the rene\ral of hos- ^'* 
tililies, they announced their wilUni^css to ^ield, on 
condition that the pence were signed belbre midnight. 
Van Haren, one of the Dutth commissioners, hei^iilaled, 
because he had understood that not only the peace with 
tile States but also that wilh Spain was to be sigtiecl at 
the same time : liis scruples, however, were removed by 
theauthority of !iiscnlleag"eVan Bevei'uing, and both io 
conjunction with Odynk, the third commissioner, sub- 
scribed (he same evening t»o Ijcaties, one of peace, 
and another of commerce, between France and the 
United Provinces, without any particular stipulation in 
&vour uf Spain. Tlie inteUigeuoe excited auTprise at 
the U^ue : but it was believed that Beverning acted in 
]iurauance of private instructions from the city of Am- 
sterdam ; and peace was so welcjroe to almost every class , 
among bis countrvmen that he had litile to fear from 
the resentment of those who sought a continuance uf 
the war *. 

have (brniePikvh'vt HCODrdini^lT tuippcn^.tlut be voulil forfeit circi>iin« 

• Teinpl", it iM-4S5. JmKlin, H. 41B-1 0. Dun.out, til. 3M. It 
Iran imiiuard ibu Cliiilea sluiuld ^mniDtca ihs jtbuxi in qniMioD to 
Busiien HewMenn lnilii»d tn upln Tinipta tD vilhini Ihr Hujua la 

hKi'll^um the ginicDiwof'aniiDwhiwluliisiunibpyleRtrd.nDil Hithiha 
sidofOti Ci<ii»\t]iE Kw«iHili niieiilwhn bnniglit lliennln-, dioidali^ a 
irpntt tlial > »PRt nndBTMauiliuegllll rc1>l«l Er>lH«ni CliaclaH bdi) I.»iii>, 
Tlik tl -a! bfliensl, \kI u (he cS>ii<l..|iiiw miisioa at Uornel frum ibt cily 
DfAtiislarinraloV.BBovotniiia. T^iili-. li. 445-«9, Djlrjinplc, it 
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To this event, so unexpecleil by the other poweis oi 
Hiirope, sui-ecetlHil anoiher whicb extiteil equaHiirpri-e. 
On the fourth liiiy after thu roiicliisi.m of peace, ihe 
pi'iiice of Orange I'liught the detve und sanfjiiiniiry battle 
of St. Denis. Of Ihefew funres-ies, which still lemaiiied 
in tlie possession of tlie Spaniards, Mons was tlie lirst in 
strength aod impurtance ; buton theeast of MoDsby the 
hostile garrison uf Binclie, on the west that of St. Uuis- 
lain ; the country to the south was in the hend» of the 
enemy; and early in the spring a strong corps, passing 
tlie river Ilaine, had fornit^il an entrenched camp lo the 
north, and intercepted the commmiinalioii with Brus- 
Bels, The bliiekaiie had already produced a scaicity 
\rithin the walls; and in the councils of [he confedorales 
it was resolved to niahe the ri^hef of Mons tlieir first 
object aller the tei-mination of ihe aTraistice. With tliis 
view the prince, aniidpatinij nolhing less than Ihe stg. 
nature of llie treaty, oidoretl liis furces to assemble on 
A-ag. the 30[h of July, and on the 4ih of August led them 
^' oiiaiast the enemy, who were' commanded by the duke 
ot' Lusembimig. In the valley i,i fliint of iheir camp 
the French held two fortiOed positions, the abbey of St. 
Penis, iind the ruins of a fortress called Caateau : the 
first alter an obsiiiiate Strus^gle was carried by the prince 
of OranL'e. tliesecond by tlie duke of Villa Hermosa; 
but tlie enemy recovered the latter towards the evening, 
pur3ue<l the Spanianls into the plain, und would have 
e\it olFlhe retreat of ihe Dutch from St Denis, had ihey 
not been kept at hay by the desperate resistance uf ibe 
English auxiliaries under the earl of Ossiiry, During 
the night llietwoariniesresuraed their fiirmer positions*. 
By niiiny, this action, in which the lives of fno 
thousand- men were sacriUced, has been deemed a foul 
hU on the character of William +. That he was igno- 
rant of the conclusion of peace no man could believe. 

■ mrlhlabntlltKavtlHinenialnnriiitdCMtlsbiiTeiiiWliobemii inia- 
Bnnll la llw Spilliilh nrmjr, Ajip. 63—53. 
i See Ui«\s?it. 171, i7i. lamn, L ill. 
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TlieproceedinfisatNimeguen, which were already kimwn 
iu Lunduii *, could not be unknown in llic neigliliuur- 
huod of Brussels; and his haste tu eornnience tiie baltle, 
though a British force of eiglit thousand tneri wua on its 
maroli to his assi^tancSi proved his anxiety to iinticipato 
the arrivul, if it had not already taken place, of conlrary 
orders tVom the Stales. 

But even ignorance in his circumstances could not form 
a. valid excuse : to justify the renewal of hostilities, he 
Qught to have known that the French had suffered the 
term of foiirtet^n days to tlapse without accepting the 
conditions of peace. It is not, however, difficult to dis- 
cover the motives hy which he was actuated. On the one 
hand, it was of the tirst importance to Holland that Mona 
should not fall into the possession , of the French, and 
yet, though the garrison ism reduced to extremity by 
famine, no provision had been made for its relief in the 
ti'eaty; on the other » victory, obtained over the block- 
ading army, would probably pievent the ratification of 
the peace, and ^ve to William himself ihe un^sputed 
ascendancy over his political opponents t. The attempt 
was therefore made ; and, though he gained no victory, 
the fortress at least was saved. The next mornini^ the Aag-. 
duke of Luxembourg announced to him the conclusion 5, 
of peace ; the armies, after several conferences, separated, g_ 
that of the allies retiring towards Nivel lea,- that of France 
towards Ath, and the communication between Mods and 
the capital wag once more restoi'ed J. 

In England the duration of the session and the ex- 
pectation of peace, had drawn from parliament several 
. grants of money for the purpose of discharging the 
extraordinary expenses incurred by the preparations for 

• Rnllii'IhikfufYnh's kllH of Aug. 4, in Dulrymrlt, il. Igy, nud 
]>BDbv'> or All i. Ulten, S93. 
-h [^HiiB.ix. 1B7. Dilr^mpli', K. IS!), m Donliy'i Iwtlni, 381. ■• ir 

" Jjm lli»n Ever Ills aueailoH wne." Teapls, in DsdI^'i Leltsn, S&l, 
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July war. A provoijalion followed: Charles found himself 
W- at the liead of a numerous army, «ilh bOU,CO0< at ka 
command; and he resolved to keep his nurd to the 
pnni'e of Oranjie, and to teach his brother of Franco 
tlje vaUio of hja friendsliip. Fresh bodies of troops 
were successively sent to Flinders the Spaniards to- 
ccived ussurani-es of the kin^r's readineas to piocurv fbc 
them the conditions formerly offered at Niroeguen ; 
and the States were sumnioned in pursuance of their 
late Ireuty, to unite wiih Biigland foi' the purpose of 
compelling the French king to stand to his promise*. 
But it was too late to kindle D>;aiu the dying embers 
of war. His interference, indeed, encourased the Spa- 
nianls to demand more favourable conditions ; and it 
gave s^i much confidence to the Anii^allican party in 
the States, that the prince still cheiisbed a hope of 
recovering the ascendancy ; hut Louis knew how to 

A"B' yield when it was for hi* interest. He >had already 
itatiRed the peace on his pail: hia ambassadors were 

g_j instructed to assume a tone of unusual moderalioii ; 
1.' tiiey receiled from several of iheir demands; and every 
subject of dispute wilh tiie Spanish a nib ass ado is. was 
refeired to the decision of tlie Dutch. This policy Suc- 
ceeded, and the confederacy was broken, liefore the 
7. expiration of tlie six weeks ihe Spanish ambassadors 
' niiiy submitted to the terms dictated by their 
' powerful enemy ; in a few months the emperor and the 

"26,' empire followed their example; and an end was put to 

• Templp ]irDf)fMH litmiplf Igrwminl why Ghnrles n^fd rsith so much 
vIicoiiruD kh^B i>cv;i4tnni but Huyi llmt Iw wm Ailvisal nt^^nvards tVnt ihe 

vliirJinat1ieiiiiurleol'di(>''iilot.'' That, hfWBwr, h il«pas><l<lp. Pnt 
]f yilo vu riripilRbed lu HullitDd on tUa ISlh of AuKWt ( Dsaliy, S33. 
linltvmpl.'. it. ^30), and it U ivH^ta thHt ihs flnt intinaiiuii of tliB plat 
irss uicm to thr liliu an Ihe tblluvlog day Tnm ilw Mian of Daiiliy 
■ud th* Dnlw of Y<»«.ll nppenn that t1t» hloR niiild not Wm tiK ariicln 
nf ihfl tTi-aiy tii(Tied by thv Dntcli. Init kaew ihrn vorae teima liwt bnea 
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the war, which had raged for six. jeara from the shores ol 
the Baltic to those of llie Medileimnean". Tbol the re- 
sult Ml gloriousto Louis, SO alaiiniiig to the other princes 
of Kuro[)e, was in a ^reat measure owing to tlie indeci- 
sive, vacillating, and contradictory conduct of the Englisli 
eabinet. cannot be denied. But the blame must not be 
laid exclusively on the king r it ought to be shai-ed with 
him by the leaders of the country party. If his poverty, 
his love of ease, his fear of the opposition in parliament, 
taught him to shrink from the eai-os and embarraBsments 
consequent on a declaration of war, Iheir desire of popu- 
larity, combined with party spirit, perhaps witli more 
mercenary motives, led tbem to act in opposition to their 
professions, to urge the king to take part in the quarrel, 
atul at the same time to prevent him fi'om following 
tlieir advice by denyins him the necessary supplies. 
In truth, the jealousy of the two parties was so deeply 
rooted, their strength in the house of commons so 
nearly balanced, that the powers of government beiame 
paralysed, and the crown uf England lost iis legitimate 
influence in the counsels of Europe. 

From continental politics the reader must now divert 
his attention to one of the most extraordinary occur- 
rences in our domestic history, the imposture generally 
known by the appellation of Oates's plot ; an imposture 
which, brought forward in a time of popular discoiitent, 
and supported by the arts and declamations of a nume< 
rous party, goaded the passions of men to a stale of 
madne-<s, and seemed for a while to extinguish the na- 
tive good sense and humanity of the English character. 

Its aulhoi and heio «as Titus Dates, alius Ambrose, 
the son of a ribbon weavei, who, eTCchanging the loom 
fur the bible, distinguished himself as an anabaptist 
miiiiitei during the uoveinment of Cromwell, and be- 
came an orthodo\ cleig^man on the restoration of the 
ancient dynasty, Titus was sent to Cambridge, took 

• Dunioiit,Tii,»a,3eB.3i«. 
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orders, and offiuialed as curate in several parishes, and 
08 ehapUin onboard of a raan-ol'-wav ; but all tliesa 
situalioiis he successively furt'eiled in consequence of 
hi* raiacunducr, of reporls attribuliiig !o hi amn natural 
propensities, and of the (idium incurred by tn'O malicious 
prosecutions, in each uf tvhich hia testimony upon oath 
was disproved to the satisfaction of the jury. Houseless 
and penniless, Oates applied for relief to the compassion 
of Dr. Tonge, rector of St Michael's in Wood-street, a 
man in whom weakness and creduliiy were combined 
with a disposition singularly mischievous and astute. 
Tonge iiad prochtimed bimseif an alai-raist: hia.imap- 
nation was haunted with visions of plots anil conspiracies ; 
and he deemed it a duty to warn ])is oountj'ymen by 
quarterly publications against tlio pernicious designs of 
the Jesuits*. lu Oates he found an apt instrumeut for 
his purpose; and, as the example of Luzancy held out 
a powerful invitation to in lb rraers against the catholics, 
it was arranged between tbein, that tbe indigent cler- 
gyman should fei^n himself a convert to tbe catliolic 
faith, and under that cover should seek to worm himself 
into the more secret councils of bis instructors. He was 

1677. reconciled by a priest of the name of Berry +, wlio ob- 

June tained fiir tlie neophyte a, place in the oolle^'e under the 
administration of the &ng:lish Jesuits at ValladoUd in 
Spain. But the habits of Oales accorded not with the 
discipline of a college, and after a trial of five months he 

Qpj_ was disi^facefully expelled. By the advice of Tonge ha 
30, made a second application; his tears and promises sub- 
dued the reluctance of the provincial ; and tlie repent- 
ant sinner was received into the college at St. Oilier. 

I)^*^' But Oates was still unable to govern his unruly dispoai- 

• " A9 iiU ft mnn of my rank bhiM lia, I tpmlved to oppoM jently Odd 

" liii rja »l¥ <i"d lliwe liuiispa." Tiinae'i luCjtuutiliiii lo llie liuu^a uf 
coinDiona, In L UsiMntfc. Hrief llkt-ny, it. 53 
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tion : again he suifLTed his real character to piefre Ihe 
flimsy cover which liia hypocrisy hud tlirawn over it ; 
and his petition to be admitted into the novitiate was ]gj^ 
answered hy a peremptory order Tor his expulsion. Fiom June 
St. Omer he repaived a second time to his patron; hut '13. 
the inlbrmation which he had heen able to glean from 
the reports current among his fellow students was scanty 
and uncertain ; and the only thing of ueeming import' 
anee which he could comraunitaie was the bare fact, 
that several Jesuits had, in the month of April, held a 
private meeting in Xondon. On this foundation, how- 
ever, flail and slender as it was, the two projectors con- 
trived to build a huge superstructure of nialine and 
fieiion. The meeting was in reaUiy the usual triennial 
congregation of the order: t/ie^ represented it as an 
extraordinary consult fur a particular purpose: it was 
composed of ilie provincial, and the thirty-nine eldest 
members: they introduced into it almost every Jesuit 
with whose name Gates was acquainted: it had been 
held with much secrecy, but imprudently enough, in 
the duke ofYorlt's palace at St. James's*; (hep Sxei 
it at an inn in tlie Strand, the former inmates of which 
were no longer to be discovered ; it bad for its object 
the nomination of the treasurer, and the arrangement 
of the internal concerns of the society j /fiey desciibed it 
as « consultation on ihe-most eligible means of assassin- 
ating the king, and of subverting by force the proleslant 
religion. In support of this fable they subsequently in- 
vented an immense mass of confirmatory evidence, 
detailing the conveyance of treasonable letters, Ihe sub- 
scription of monies, the distribution of offices, and the 
preparation of a military furce; and when the narrative Aug. 
{so it was afterwards termed) had assumed the proper I. 
shape, it was written in Greek characters by Gates, then 
copied in English characters by Tonge, and laslSy com- 
municated under a promise of secrecy to one Kirkliy, 

• Oeieiby, IBS. 



dhy Google 



132 CHARLES II. [chap. II. 

who, having been occasionally employed in the roya.1 
laboratory, was personally known to (lie king *. 
Aug. On lli« i3ih of Aiiguit, ac the moment when Charles 

13. was preparing to walk in the park, Kirkby stepped fur- 
ward, and in an under tone begged liim not to separate 
from the company, because his life was in danger. The 
alarming intelligence made no sensible alteration in tha 
royal manner; but it led to a private intel'view in tho 
evening, when Tonga attended with a copy of " the nar- 
" rMive," divided into forty -three articles, and was im- 

14. medlauly referred by the king to the lord-tcea^iurer ; to 
whose inquiries lie replied that the original narrative had 
been thrust under the door of his cliainber ; that he 
knew not the author, but was possessed of a clue, 
which might lead to the discovery ; and that he would 
endeavour to learn the residence of Pickering and honest 
William who had undertaken to assassinate the king, or 
would point out their persons when tbey were walking, 
according to their custom, in the park. Tiie coldness 
with which the discovery was received goaded the pro- 

Ij^ jectors to new exertions: ndditbnal articles wet e sent 
in; the days when the assassins might be apprehended 

20. at Windsor were named; and excuses, to account fur 
then- nonappearance, were successively framed. By 

23. this time Charles had become incredulous; lie laughed 
at the simplicity of Danby ; and when that minister 
solicited permission to lay the nai'rative before the privy 
council, hastily exclaimed, " No, not even bi^fore my 
"brother I It would only create alarm, and may per- 
" haps put the design of murdering me into the bead of 
" some individual, who otherwise would never have en- 
" tertained such a thought ■t," 

• VRannge. Brlsf Hislor!. it 81. 91. 101. 1 
BhimimM. ji. ft Prefnee v> T.iniB'. llmil M«nvt. 
]Diy,97.Ki " VludinitHiii of Ibu lii^)>l> (^hntiki . . . ., 

" teriai: till- BhviA' lyn aiul omttiuttc^Diii nmlBlnEdUi t1u> uarnutTe of 
• titni Onn, H.DC.LXXX," wiib ui Au|>fiidBof tnnty ■IteElaliuu 
nraflliliTlla', mwl Plonu Amilo-BBTDiliiiii, LenlH, 1£S5, p. Sa BOO. 
tUtlefHUt.lOl. &Dliiiid;M7. VtndiattoD.SO. Ki^by'i-Camilmt 
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Danby had insisted on tlie inspection of nome of the 
numemus pipers niuiitioued in the info imdtlati. After 
repeated evasions, he was tolll that a paclttt, conlaining 
treasonable letters, would on a certain day arrive at the 
poat-olfite. addressed to Bediiigfeid, the confessor to the 
duke of Yorlt. Toj intercept it, the lord treasurer A iie, 
hastened to Windsor ; but found tlie letters already in 31. 
possession of the king; for Bedingfeld hud previously 
received them, and under the pursuasioti that they 
Were forgeries^ had delivered them to the duke. A 
rigorous examination look place. One ffns evidently 
written by the same person who had penned the inlbr- 
mauon presented to the kingby Tonge: the similarity 
of the other four, though in a feigned hand, plainly 
ehoweil that they must have been the work of one indi- 
vidual. In addition, they all presented the same absenro 
of punctuation, the same peculiarities of spelling and 
language, and the same ignorance of the real names of 
the supposed writers and their friends, though they pur- 
ported lo come from Ave diiferent persons of i^ooil edu- 
cation, writing some from London, and ollieis from St. 
Ouier. It was impossihie to doubt of the imposture, or 
of the ofSca in which the lettei^ had been forged''. 

Soon alter the transmission of these letters, Oates 



• i<« ibt^ LuUrn la l.'E('w>iiue(Ob>i«v>i.,r it. lU.lSl, ira, IS3. mi 

al ibstrialH *1iich BiUmnd. On OcUbnieili, tb(1«Uen,lDnih><r ulth 
the olliec ilwimieiite, nts Idd baltmab WlilUm Joam, Ibi lUbmiiry- 
jeneml, Hllliaiiordar IbrUm to mabe-aiumrfthi crtdnm." flli 
t«Eiiarii ml Ihfl LctteEa 1ft iLoBtilar- "'irthBycaiibaaiiprovHliii tob^lie- 
" Jierei) toliokbubnadiat tbtf iffrnDlpflTHiuby whomtbeyBiDiakltDliB 
" wtinen, thiiy da rullj maka out tha inllt of llie vrilm, nud ilo mnch 
■cinUtiiiiilllheiaBttllltbBthbrandBpiHFdbyMr.Uiat , . hat nitalu'-t 
" iliB uoib uf U» taid Irtlati IhnK arr mnDy oIjpcIIchm, andiB tiom iha 
" {iti»>iiB(a, olhm Inun ilia leilrrs thenwlTvii, uhI the mTur llieii coming 
"tu light: UiT piuiiciilan ibrRDt at Ibsji nis nnmy, «in( Hme midiiDg 
" liiHn Ibi' liniMtliin uT tlia latiata ibPinirlm. >o I dimbt not but tlia 

tha oiftn, wbn aim^ to tbid lama and inpiiteut' aDUGluniaii, nuE uiiiy did 

.,„,.^i.. .1 . .i._. ...i.^,^^ ^..w,^A -'*■'- -'''"'"loa af tlie pint, muot 
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■Jit rniA Tonje, under Ihs pretence of concealment and w 

2. curity, repaired 10 the ludginss uf Kiikbv at Vaiixhill, 
That dii]ie repeatedly attended at cnurt, and piesenied 
" himself before the kinir; biil Ciiarles, wlio had olreadj- 
formed liia opinion of the plot, invsriablv passed him by 
without notice. It was not, however, tlie intention of 
the projectors fo suffer the discovery to be buried in 

;, silence. Distrusting the intention of the cuuncit, Oates 
mailo afflilavit to the truth, first of the original narrative 

7, of forty- iliree, and then to ilie improved edition, of 
eighty one articles, in the presence of sir Edmondbury 
Gudfrey. That, ma)(istrale, surprised to discover in the 
list of conspirators the name of his fViend Coleman, 
revealed the secret to him, and Coleman immediately 
communicated it to the duke of York*. 

James had already persuaded himself that this pre- 
tended plot, if not ori>;inaUy devised, would subsequently 
be employed, for the purpose of excluding bim from the 
succession ; aud on that account had repeatedly coniured 
his brother to bring the informer before the council, and 
to institute a strict inquiry into the Irittk or falsehood 
of his testimony. Hitherto Charles, through his love of 
ease, and apprehension of the consequeni'es, had re- 
fused his consent; and (whichseemed more surprising) 
Danby himself concurred in praising the resolution of 
the sovereign. But the duke entertained tio doubt that 
the .real object of the treasurer was to suppress all know- 
ledge of the plot tllUhe meelingof parliament, and then 
to call for an inquiry into its existence, that he might 
divert the attention of the two houses from the impeach- 
ment which was still hanging over his head. The affi- 
darits of Oates confirmed his suspicions : he renewed 
his arguments and entreaties, and Charles with much 
reliiclance ordei'ed Tonge to produce the ibrnier before 
the privy council. 
At tlie appointed hoar Oates appeared in a clerical 

• Kiililiy'i ■' CamploBt and Triu NucDtln." Sepl. !. S. 7, 9, 9, 37. 
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IV suit of clolliea prociiied for tlio oceit- 

ni'o will) niiiuh hi: deliveied bis nana- 2 
[1 raaiiy of bis iieareva. Ha sluted ). that 
f tlio Jesuits had undertaken to reesiuliIiBb 
the catholic religion in the Briliihclomiiiioiia by rebellion 
nnd bloodshed: 2. ihattlietr plan uf aperalion rumpi-ised 
Ireland, where some of them were eiiii)loyed ;ii i.rgaiiiz- 
ing an itjsurreiiiion and massacre; ScotUr.d, «liere 
otliera, under the disguise of, Cameronian ministers, 
opposed theestablishmenlofepiai'opacy; Hullaiid ivheie 
a tliird party sought to raise the adliei-onts of Franoe 
against the prince of Orange; and England, where a 
fi>urlh was plotting the assassination of the king, and 

,not of the king only, but aUoof bis brother, if the duke 
should prove unwilling to join in the attempt : 3. that 
Ihey were in no want of pecuniary resouri;es; for they 
had lOO.OOU/. in bank, weve in the yearly receipt of 
CU.i'OU^. in rents, and had obtained frutn Leshee (La 
Chaise), tbe confessor to the French king, a donation of 
1 0,0(10/., and from de Corduha, the provincial of New 

, Caalile, the promise of an equal sum towards the ac- 
complishment of this hilly undertaking: 4. that in 
March last a raun named honest Wdliam, and Piclcering, 
a lay brother, were repeatedly commissioned to shoot 
the king at Windsor; and that, the failure being attri- 
buted to negligence, the first had received a severe repri- 
mand, the setoud- twenty !a 1 hi h k 
S. that on the li-Jth of April ). d I tj 
from all parts met at tiie Wl H rs h 
Strand, to determine on the m 1 g bl m h d f 
taking the king's life; that th ee ts f ss 
provided, the two ))erEonE alread m n ed B 
dictiue monks, Coniers and Ad I f I b 
men of unknown names, pro 11 d by 
Fogarty ; and that in addition I d f )D / 
and subsequently of 1 5,00u/.,l db IF 1 VV k 
man, the queen's physician, if I Id p 1 k g 
Of Wakeman'B answer he was indeed ignorant ; but had 
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heaiJ that he gave liia a-sent, and had frequsiitly seen 
him since that period in the company of Jesuits; 6. tliat 
he hat! arrived at the knowledge of the conspiracy by ihe 
following contrivance. His feigned conversion had so 
&r won fi)r tain the conftduiice of the siiperiora of the 
order, that tliey sent him ui the first pluce with letters 
to the Jesuits at ValladoUd, which letteiis he had ihe 
curiosity (oopen andpeiuseatBurgos. From Valladolid 
he pror^eeded on a similar mission to Madrid, raljirned 
thence through Valladulid to England, was sent hack 
to St. Omer, accompanied the fathers from S^ Omer to 
the grand consult, went with tiiem again to St. Omer, 
and returned with new instructionE to England: on all 
which occasions, so great was the (rust teposed in his 
faith and honesty, that the contents of the papers which' 
he carried were communicated to him Uy his employers : 

7. that since his return he had learned, that the Jesuits 
were the projectors of the fire of London in 1666, and 
had spent soven hundved fire-balls in nourishing the 
cotillagralion ; but, to indemnify them^eb'es, htd carried 
off one thousand carats of diamonds, and made a clear 
profit of I4,0tl0;.; that this success had encouraged 
them to set fire to Souibwark in it^'-'S, by which they 
had gained 2,000/. above their expenses, and that they 
had now under consideration a plan for the burning of 
Westminster, Wapping, and tile ships in the river: 

8. tliat ihe pope by a very recent bijll had already ap- 
pointed certain individuals, whom he named, to all the 
bishoprics and dignities in the church of Eni^land, under 
the persuasion that by the murder of the king the 
catholic religion would rise to its former ascendency : 
and lastly that he had already made oath to the truth of 
this information " in the whole and every particular 
" thereof iKfore sir Edmondbury. Godfrey *. 

While Oates was reading l^his long and alarming 
narrative, the memberti of the council ^azed in astonish- 

• True Knrnllve of Ilie Horrid Plot and Conspiiary, Stc IjjBdoa, 
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ment on each Other. The facta, nhirh it del ailed, ap- 
peared so inci'G<lible. tlie [ne ina hj winch they hail came 
to the knowledfje of the informer went so devoid of pro- 
bability, and tlie chimitfi: nhiib lie gave of himself 
exiiibited sucb traits of bareness and diahonesty, that 
bis bearers were bewildered and araaaed. The duke of 
York hesitated not lo pronounce it a most impudent 
imposture: but others contended that no man in his 
Benses would oume forward witb a tale so startling and 
portentous, unless he could support it by proof ; that, 
allhouyii it were embellished » ilb fiction, it niigiit have 
a foundation in reality; and that it was the duty of ihe 
royal advisers, in a matter of such concernment, to sift 
out the truth fi-om the falseliooil, with which it had been 
mixed and confounded. Gates was asked to produce 
documentary evidence iu contlrmutiou of bis testimony. 
He hod been trusted witb a multitude of treasonable 
letters at different times : bis only object was to detect 
and defeat the conspiracy : undoubtedlj then he tniist 
have secured some of these papers as evidence agamst 
the traitors. He confeaaed, iioweier that be stood 
there without a single document , but promised to pio- 
duce evidence in abu dance f I e m .<ht be furnished 
with warrants and offi e t t the iieisons, and 

seize the papers of th d 1 al I om he had accused 
To this proposal the o n I g e t assent. 

The next morning 1 e q y as restiuied in pre- Sept. 
sence of the king. T I e obje ons urged against the 2!). 
aiilhenticiiy of ibe W nd let er^ Gates ingeniously 
replied, that such was 1 e i e of the Jesuits ; they 

wntte in feigned hand and w i o bographical errors. 
Their accomplices e a quantel with the artifice, 
ai'i it supplied the wnte s th a p e ence of forgery, if 
the letters wore intercepted or discovered. Charles 
desired that be might be told to describe Don Juan, to 
whom, a<iouriling to his narrative, he had been intrff- 
dured at Madrid; and Oales without hesitation replied, 
Ihiit he was a tall, spare, and swarthy man. The king 
VOL. ai. 12 
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turned to his brother, and smiled ; for both knew from 
personal acquainiance that Don Juan was low of stature, 
and fair of complejtion. " And where," said Cliailes, 
" did you see La Chaise pay down the 10,U(iO/. ?" He 
replied with equal readiness, in the house of the Jesuits 
close to the Louvre. " Man," exclaimed the monarch, 
provoked at his effrontery, " (he Jesuits Laye no house 
" within a mile of the Louvro * 1" 

The credit of the informer was now gone, unless he 
could support it by the discoveries to be made frtrni the 
papere which he had seized. Much was expected fiiim 
those of Harcouxt, the provincial of the Jesuits. They 
consisted of a cipher, of an imraense coUertion of letters, 
of books of account, and of the acts of tlie very congre- 
gation which Oates had denounced : but among them 
no trace of the plot could be discovered ; not so much as 
a passage to which the in^renuity of the lawyers could 
give the semblance of an allusion to the treason hi ques- 
tion')'. Fortunately for the informer, it was otherwise 
with the papei'B of Coleman, the son of a clergyman in 
Suffolk, who had embraced the catholic faith, and was 
appointed secretary to the duchess of York. The man 
v/as vain of his abilities, expensive in his habits, and 
solicitous to acquire the reputation of a person of con- 
sequence. To extricate himself from his pecuniary em- 
barrassments, he sought to procure money from Louis 
XIV„ in 167,'i, by offering his services in fevour of the 
catholic religion to father la Chaise, the confessor of that 
monarch, and in 1667, by another offer to father St, 

■Jiini<'a(M>niO'rs).i. 520. M^ogiliet, I 87. " The king trid m>i, t1iat 
" he uwli H to b^ HQU> octiBca, nnd UiHt be did DOl beliava OBX VftA oF 
" th» nhiile lUin." Rrreib)'. 67. Whare Ibe ciunuller uf tfae Memcrin ol 

sdiltba>i«d(Umuilii),lwoan9e eueb jiesiogea ura oT Ugbec auliionly 
th.u ibe otlwr iMil. of llint wmk. 
. t FInrui Angiu-UavaiwiH. p. lOD, Two dC the Iptlen tceic. boweier, 

( N^.^b}.' In ubu oeeur. tlii word " .feiji i?" In «ie nihet'^polrm ""'"it 
wns »|,leiDed. (.,nd Die »L'laii><l"D t><»»lDio.ed b; the .»iil«t,) Uiallha 

paieiiU of HppoiiUiiusiit to offlMa in ue ocdei-. 
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Germain to prevent a rupture between the two crowns, 
whicli bu represented as a imtural con^qui;Dcti of Ibe 
marriage of the princess Mary. Jn both these atiempla 
he fajleil : but lie was more sucraasfiil with the bankers, 
whose money had been shut up in the exchequer, from 
whom he drew 3,500i. under pretence of procuring foi 
tbem some parliamenlary security ; with three succes- 
sive ambassadors from France, whom he suppUed at a 
stipulated price with doily information of the pi'oceed- 
inga in parliament; and in particular during the last 
aession with Barillon, from whom lie procured 2,500^. 
fjr the purpose of strengthening the French interest in 
the two houses. Though James frequently reprimanded 
him for his busy inlriguing disposition, he persisted in 
hia course: his table was frequented by many of the 
Whig members while the parliament was silting; and 
the " fanatics " at a dislance received from him weekly 
" news-letters," relleetin<c so severely on the ambition 
of Louis, and the measures of the English government, 
that Charles ordered (he duke to dismiss him from the 
service of the duchess. Luzaucy had formerly accused 
him before the council: but he faced and silenced the 
informer; and it was perhaps this success which induceil 
him also to despise the deposition of Oates. But on the 
seizure of his papers he asked the advice of the duke of 
York, who replied.'thnt if he had written any thing 
illegal, or even suspicious, he had better conceal himself; 
otherwise his spontaneous appearance before the council 
would be taken as a pruof of his innocence. He chose 
the latter, and became the Grst victim saci'iRced to the 
perjuries of the infurmer and tlie prejudices of the 

The fact was that, among several loose papers in a 
neglected drawer, had been found copies of Coleman's 
foreign correspondence in the years 1675 and 1676. 

Ifra.On.ai'Nu",?- D-ilrjrupl'e, ii.I39.20l.au.'' MMpWr.i. 63 Vtut 
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There wns in il mucli io prova this restless and intriguing 
spirit of the maa: hut that which chiell}' attracted tiie 
notice uf the council was a pruposal iVoiii liira to la 
Chuise that Louis should fiirniiih Coleman and his 
friends with the sum of 20,0001. to be eiijploj'ed by 
them ibr certain purposes equally conducive to the in- 
terest of France and uf the catholic <'.hurch. There was 
indeed no visible connexion between this proposul and 
the plot brought forward by Oates ; for the purposes 
specified in the letter were the restoration uf the duke to 
his place of lord high admiral, and the establishment oi 
liberty of conscience. But this was aocoinpanied with 
expressions calculated to awaken suspicion. " Success," 
lie maintained, "would give the greatest blow to the pro- 
" teslant religion that it had received since its birth." 
. . . , " They had a mighty work on their bands, no 
" less than the conversion of three kingdoms, and by 
" that perhaps the utter subduin); of a pestilent heresy, 
" which had so long domineered over great part of the 
" northern world.'' To a cool and dispassionate inquirer, 
acquainted with the state of parties at the time, tliis lan- 
guage would have appeared a mere rhelorii^al flourisli, 
employed by the intriguer to interest in favour of his 
project the zeal of the old priest whom he addressed : 
but jealousy had been provoked by tlie disclosures of 
Oalos ; more, it was suspected, might lark under the 
woixls than immediately struck the eye: the great work 
mentioned by Coleman might be the cummencoraent of 
the conspiracy which had been denounced ; the two ends 
of the chaiii were already in sisht, and it was possible 
that ihe discovery of more of the correspondence mi jrht 
supply the link by whicli they were conneoled. Under 
this impression Coleman wascommitled to prison, where 
he found for his companions in captivity most of Ihe in- 
dividuals named in the deposition uf the iniormer ". 
It was obviously the interest of the king to brin^ the 

•O.]oiim.0el.3l. 
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inquii-y to a speedy terniinDtion, tha.t of his a 
protract it till the meeting of parliament : betause, if it 
were then pending, it would infallibly be taken up by the 
country party. Cliorles foresaw that tliey would employ' 
il OS an additional weapon of offence against bis brother, 
wliile Danby hoped to L-onvert it into a shield of defence 
for himself against the impeaoliment with whirh he was 
threatened. At the beginning of Octobpr, when the 
king was accustomed to spend a fortnight at Newmai'ket, 
the dukes of York and LauJerdale conjui'etl him to I'e- 
main at Whitehall, and lo prefer his duty to his plea- 
sures ; but tbe opposite adi ice of the lord treasurer was 
most palatable to the indolent monarch; and he de-Ocb 
parted with the court to Newmarket, leaving strict orders 2 
with Danby to prasecute the investigation with the ut- 
luoat expedition, orders which that minister was careful 
to disobey*. 

Hitherto nothing bad transpired to connect tbe in- 
formers with any party in the state) hut subsequent 
events induced many to look upon them as mere puppets, 
whose motions were resjulated by the invisible Imnd of 
Bome master ailist. That artist was supposed lo be the 
earl of Sliafiesbury ; of whom, whether he were or were 
not the I'eul pareittof the imposture, this atleast is certain, 
that he took it under his protection from iis birth, and 
nursed it with solicitude till it arrived at maturity. In 
conjunction with his political nssociates, he watched the 
progress of the alarm excited by the frequent meetings 
of the council, and the unmrfrous airests of tlie supposed 
conspiratoi's : converted with consuramatuai't every suc- 
ceeding event into a conBriiiation of the plot, and gradu- 
ally coDtrived, by inflaming the passions, to assume the . 

■ Juinn f Umnoln',^ 1. 543. 6. Templr, U. ^9. " Ha l^nryml by tbo 
bHt|v iif liij ^miinidtfil cciua|>iraclK, mid cfjIti^ dui ff^aE»<^ ]ji>i¥-rv, li« 
iJhmlIiI ivbB forn |ill4iir of Uie ehiirch, nni) wunl tlie itltiwwhlDliIjifl^rLitow 
wua faLt.iig'ou l>ift tJiuiildpri ! biilmy lont 3l]AFi0Hhiiiy,wbuuii>nroDii'ioul 
Ilia drin. i»y'J, 1st Uw Iwuannr crj' B9 [mil V lie iiLbhw-b nUHlnA ui|ircv, 
anil iLiuk lo ) iit lilaivir at ibe hn^ of thi' plat, 1 irlll --ty n uu1« kiwiln'r, 
■ml aoaam lake hii ptMM J wliicb hB Ikfled not to nukfi good" Jame* 
(Utimalifl,) L 616. 
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most extraordinary control over the judgment, of the , 

It ciionced lliat during the absence of the court, 
Godfrey, before whom Oalesbad maiie his affidavit, was 
missing from his family. Prom his r«ihi--r, who died by 
his oivn hands, Gwlfrev had inherited a melancholy tem- 
perament ; and after the apprehension of his friend 
Oct. Coleman, was observed to kliour under great depression 

'^ of spirits. On the I'^th of October, having settled his 
'' accounts, and burnt a large mass of papei's, he left his 
home at an early liour, and was met in different paria 
of tlie town during the day, walking; with a hurried 
pace, and apparently inattentive to all that was passing 
around liim *. That very evening it, was rumoured Ihat 
he liad been murdered by the papists ; and five days 

17, later his dead body was discovered among some btuiited 
bushes in a dry ditch on Pj-imroae-hill, It rested on the 
knees, breast, and left side of (he face ; nfiliort sword had 
been thrust with such violence through the heart, that 
tbe-poinl protruded a few inches beyond the back: bis 
cane was fixed upright on the bank, his gloves lay near 
it on the grass, and his rings remained on his fingers, 
Lis money in his purse. The extraction of the sword 
was followed by a copious discharge of blocd from the 
wound ; and, when the body was undressed, a deep 
purple crease appeared round the netkt. In these cir- 
cumstances tlie question to be determined was, whether 
Gudl'rey had fallen by his own hand, in which case the 
tightness of the collar would satisfuctorily account for 
discoloration of the neck, or had been first strangled, and 
afterwards stabbed by the murderers, to induce a beiief 

IP. that he was the author of his pwn death. After an in- 
quiry of two days before the coroner the latter opinion 
was adopted by the jury, but chietty on the authority of 
two surgeons, whose testimot^y betrays their profound 
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ignorance of the phenoraena consequent on sui^den and 
violent, death. Even at the lime, tlie verdict was deemed 
so unsatisfactory, ihatother medical practilioaers sohciteil 
permission to upen the body : but to litis tlie brothers ot 
the deceased made the most determined opposition. 
They weie awai'e t a n / d d 

prive them of the s esB b h d n th 

account had laboui d h o 

impress a contrar p as n n be m Is he 

jurors *. 

The result of th ro d b P u 

tlioriiy to the repor p n a 

no longer safe to d y God d b m d d 

and murdered by pap He d d d 

shown himself the d d nd y 

given to the accus d e fi g 

But the absentee of fit n m e h 

was considered of I miu adnmn red 

to ai^e tbe questi n h aa m d 

was taken as a p nsc gu T b d 

ins'ead of being pee* y d po- d 

carried in public p efrah nOt. 

the deceased ; the h n n d *" 

days ; and the po d g h 

manujled remains p n m "1 h 

inHamed tlieir pa dpp hmdto 

believe iii the bloud d b d p p 

individual murders, a general massacre, the burning of 
tlie city, and the blowing up of Whiteha]! were hourly 
expecled ; and tbe precautions employed by the magis- 
trates, the multiplication of the puards, the frequent 
Fonsullations at the Guildhall, served to nourish the 
excitement and delusion ■*. 

It was at this moment, when the public phrenzy had 2I. 
KDched its height, that Clinrles met his parliament after 
the prorogation. The presence of his forces in Flanders 

• ii[kfH\starj,S35— 237.S4a-3jO.2S7. t Burnrl. iL 154. 
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hod piocured for Spain more favourable condilinna, but 
bad eiiiaileil at the same time an enormous expense on 
the Knjjlish Rovernment. The supply so lately loled 
1VH9 exhausted ; the ordinary revenue of the nest year 
hod been already anticipated; and itwaaberameeqiially 
impracticable without ailditiotial pecuniary aid to diisband 
the army or to keep it on foot This was the chief sub- 
jeot which the king in his speech sought to impress on 
the attention of the two houses. To the plot he made 
only an incidental allusion, stating it to be hU intention 
to leave the guilt or innocence of the accused to the in- 
vestigation of the ordinary courts of law. Such, hon^- 
ever, was not the plan ■ either of the popular leadePB, m 
of his own minister. Uiidoc their (Guidance both houses, 
forjietling the king's recommendation, listened with as- 
toni^ihment io the nari'atives oi' Gates and Tonge ; and, 
as if llieir own existence, that of the sovereign, and of 
the nation were at stalie, tbpy placed guards in the cel- 
lars under the house of parliament, extorted from Charles 
a proclamation that all catholics, not householders, 
ehoulil quit London, prevailed on him lo remo^'e a Scot- 
tish reijiment to the distance of furty miles from the 
capital, petitioned for the diamissal of eveiy papist from 
his domesiic service, conjured him to he careful that his 
meal^ were prepared by none hut orlhodox cooks, and 
appointed committees to pursue the pretended conspiracy 
through all its secret and numerous ramifications *. By 
these proceedings the inquiry was taken out of the hands 
of the government, and in a great measure transferred 
to those of Shaftesbury, and a committee appointed by 
the lords. Sha&esbury was always at his post, receiving 
in formations, granting wai'rauls for searches and arrests, 
examining and committing prisoners, and issuing in- 
structions to the officers, informers, and jailors. But 
his zeal proved too industrious to escape suspicion. By 
many he was said to be actuated by a very questionable 

■ L. Joutn. 297. 301. 303, 304. 305, 306. S07, 303, 309. 318.331. 335. 354. 
R.Ji>ui.'a.Ocl.23.St,3a,£e.3S.S0i Nor. 1,2. 
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motive, the desiie, not of diaeoverins; the truth, bit of 
eslalilishiiig llie citdit, of the plot, Tlie jiopular delirium 
had given to bis paciy an asoen^leiii!y in lUe twu Iioumjs, 
wlilt^h ihey could not otberivi.se have aivjuired ; and, 
tbat be njight keep thia alive, and dii'ect ilinacoordaDCB 
with his own views, he caied little lo what perjuries lia 
migbl give occasion, or what blood lie might cause to ba 

Oatea, at liis examination before the commons, made Oct. 
a most jmpovtaiit addiliou to Ills previous testimony. He 23. 
informed the liouse that OUva, general of the Jesuits, 
had, by aulhorily from the pope, already appainre<ltoall 
the great otfices of state, an^l to the uhief commandii in 
the ai'my, both in England and Ireland; that many of 
the patents of appointment had been seen by him, or 
passed through his bands ; that the office of lord chan- 
cellor had been eonfevrcd on lord Arundell, of lord 
treasurer on the earlof Povvis, ofcomraander-in'Chief on 
lord Belasyso, of lieutenant j5eneral on lord Petre, of loi'd 
. privy seel on sir Wilham Gudolphin, of secretary of state 
on ColetHan, of mtgor-fjeneral on sir Francis Radcliffe, 
and of adjutant-genel-fll on Lambert, who had formerly 
dislingiiisbed himself in tlie service of the commonwealth. 
These constituted the new government fbr England. In 
Ireland the chancellorship was aiven lo Peler 'l"»11>ot, the 
chief command of ihe forces to I! icbard Talbot, the rank of 
lieutenant-general to the viscount Mounigarrel, and the 
inferior offices were parcelled out among Iheirfriendsand 
dependents. 'In this selection there was much to shake 
the confidence of those who poiisessed any knowle<)ge of 
the parties, because several of the latter, from age, or 
infirmity, or character, were incapable of executiiig the 
d'ifierent employments to whicli they had been appointed. 
But such objections weighed not with the cjimnions . 
they sent for the lord chief justice, and instructed him to 
insue warrants for the apprelieiisiun of all the iudiriduali 
named In the information. In other circumstances the 
lords would have interfered in defence of their privileges ; 
VOL. XII. 13 
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now every miiiiii' eo)i side ration was Eacrificed to the 
safety ol' the atafe ; and the eail of Powis, the viscount 
Slad'ord, the loi'di Pelre, Arundell, and Beksyse were 
committed to the Tiiwei' *. 
Oct. The first bill inlroduped in the house of commons was 
■^3. the fitvouiiteraeaaure of the popular party, the teat for 
the exclusion of all catholics, and consequently of the 
duiie of Vorlt, both from parliament and from the pre- 
sence of the sovereiijn. It proposed to enact, 1. that no 
person should presume to sit or vole in either house of 
parliament, or name a proxy to vole for him in the house 
of lords, unless he had previously, in presence of the 
house, taken the oaths of allegianco and supremacy, and 
subacribed the declaration that the worship uf the church 
of Rome is iilolairoos, under the penalty of a fine of 
500/., and of disability to sue in any court of low or 
equily, lo receive any legacy or deed of gift, or to act in 
oriy iQiinner an guordian, esecutor, or administrator; 
2. that every unqualiBed peer and commoner and popish 
recusant, cominfi; into the house or presence of the king, 
should be liable to the same penalty, unless in ihe next 
term lie should take the same oalhs, and subscribe the 
same declaration in the court of chancery. In former 
sessions this bill had repeatedly miscarried: but now, 
under the auspices of Titus Outes, it could not fail of 
success. Day after day that informer was called in to 
inHame tlie passions of the members by new disclosures ; 
every speaker sought to give proof of his loy.ilty and or- 
thodoxy by the display of hostility to the papists; and 
•''■ the bill passed throuah the house without opposition, 
vhea opposition could lead only to the forfeiture of 
'oharacttir, perhaps of liberty and lifei*. 



L'llun 111! Hill. 
t (;. 3mra Oct, 33 S4, 23, SK, Hg. 
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Tlie moment tlie test was transrailted to tbe loids, cara 
was taken to add new fuel to the flume by tbe cominiir.i- 
oatioit to the house of Colemiiii's letieis. Tbe offensive 
expressions and ihe objectionable aims of that busy in- 
triguer were taken for those of the whole body to wbioh 
iie had joined bimsBlf; anU bis constant use of the iluke'a 
name provoked a general belief, that he haii acted by the 
instructions, or at least with tbe connivance, of that 
prince. James, indeed, positively denied, ami coinmis- 
fiioned his frienda to deny by his authority, all connec- 
tion between him and Coleman ; and Coleman himself 
aliiis examination faintly ucquilted the duke: but the 
conduct of each was attributed to tbe necessily of his 
situation, and both houses voted a resolution that "tliere^''*' 
" had been and still "as a damiialile and hellish plot, ^^■ 
" contrived and carried on by the [lopish recusants for 
" the assassinating and murdering the king, ami for 
" aubvertinR the government, and footinj^ out aiid de- 
" stroving the proteslant relijiiun *." 

To add to the impression made by the publication of 
tbis vote, it was accompanied nith tlie funei'al of t!ie llrst 
supposed victim of tbe cojisplracy. Godfiey perished on 
the l-2th of October : on the 3)st his c»r)iEe was borne 
in proeessioB to the grave. As it passed from Bridewell 
to St. Morlin's-in-the-fielda, it was prei'ededby seventy- 
two cler(?ymen in their gowns, and followed by more 
than a thousand ):enttemen in mourning, many of them 
members of parliament. In the pulpit appeared Dr. 
Lloyd, tbe rector of tbe p;irisb, beiween two men ot 
powerful limbs and determined aspect, habited as clergy- 
men, aiid stationed for his protection ajruinst the designs 
of the papists. He took fur his text tlie passage, " As a 
" man falleth before the wicked, so fellesi ihou ; "—and 
undertook to prove that Godfrey had been the victim of 

»Ti'.teiit""ll ""'iiTd hfii^ ramm'sl 'tl.« .ii.sei.ttre IViim' pnrl.Hni- ui, »iid 
ilihunllbsnld nf Ihw dij-uiera Om cunmtj imrlj huit uu vruflwol of 
dmmuillBhliig tlirir 1.111'p.iBH, 
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bin nttachniBnt to protestantism, and must have been 
murderivl on that a<:cou.it by ila enemiea. From tliis 
roourtiful but exciting Hpertacle tlie oroivd returned to 
Ihfir homes, breaihiog vmiguaijua against the anHassins, 
anil extolling Oates as " the saviour of his coiintrj ; " 
his ficliotis, absurd anil incredible as tbey must appear 
to tEie tliLiiking reader, were received withoulbeiiilution; 
and nteii of every class siiftered themselves Co be agitated 
with tlie apprehension of dan;j:ers, Ihe more alurming to 
the imagination, because tliey nere wiapt in mystery, 
and" expected from unknown and invisible foes*. 

Neitht'r was the panic thus created local or moment- 
ary. The measiuea adopted by the government, in 
consequi^nce of the addresses of parliament, served to 
^ive to it both ditTusion end duration. In a short time 
the prisons in the inetnipulis contained two thousand 
fiuspecCeil traitors; the houses of the callioli<^s (even 
that of the earl marshal coirld not obtain exemption) 
had been searched for arms ; and all papists who refused 
the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, amounting 
abniist to thirty thousand individuals, were compelled 
to withdraw ten miles from Whitehall. For the security 
of the capital, posts were fixed in the sti«ets, that chains 
might be thrown across on the first alarm ; the military, 
the trained bands, the volunteers, to the number of 
Ibrty or llfty thousand, were occasionally kept all night 
under arms ; strong detachments occupied the most eli- 
gible posts; numerous palroles paraded the streets; (he 
guards were doubled ot the palace ; batteries of fielil- 
pieces were planted for its protection ; and the great 
gates were kept constantly closed, so that admisi-ioii 
could be obtained only through the wicket. From the 
metropolis the alarm spread into theremiitest parts of the 
country : the order for disarming the catholics was uni- 
versally enfiirced; lists, containing their names, ages, 
and Qccupntions, were delivered by the officers of each 
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parish lo the ntagiatrates, and all were compelled either 
to take the ontlis, oc to give seeurity for their good beha- 
viour. Prei'autions so general and extraordinary were 
sufficient to conjure up terror in erery hreast : Charie? 
a.lone preserved his tranquillity in the midst of escJCt!- 
ment ; he hcEitated not lo declare in every company his 
disbelief of the plot, and to lament that Iiis subjects 
should suffer themselves to be made the dupes of a bold 
and brazened impostor*. 

Encoura«;ed by the state of the public mind, the po- 
pular leaders determined to throw oil' tlie mnsk, and to 
commence a. diieot attack on the duke of York. An Not. 
address to exclude him from the presence and the coun- 2. 
cila of the sovereign was moved by lord Shaftesimry in 
the house of lords, by lord Russell in the house of cum- 
mons. It was not ihat ihey charged him v.ith any par- 
ticipation in the plot : from that ground tliey had already 
been driven by Oales, who had declared at the bar of 
the liouae of lords that he believed the duke to be en- 
lireiv ignorant of the desijin ; and. ivheii be was ordered 
to denounce every individual cognizant of the conspi- 
racy, whatever the rank or station of that individual 
might be, had replied upon oalh " That he pould name 
" no other person than those whom be had named 
" already +." The charge of treason was therefore aban- 
doned; but they relied on- the prejudice e\ciled against 
him by the publication of the leltei'S of Cjleman, and 
contended that bis presence at court encouraged the 
papists to jwraevere, and proved an obstacle to iha 
adoption of those measures which were requisite for the 
secuiily of tlie protestant worship. Charles openly ex- 
pressed bis indignation at this motion, and ordered his 
friends to oppose it with all their inliueuce. In llie 
house of lords Ibeireflbits wore successful; inthecOm- 

*Hee "I.e4Cnn>plr4tio>iid'Ane'»lnTg, iCnloene. I6SD," f>. 3.B. el leq. 

Add, H<'d nltneari to havf krnt a diary. Abw FtiirUH ADgki-lLuiartcill, 
UB. 118 1 ud HnsBtii-, •>'. ~i. 
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moiis the debnle maa B'ljourTie'l, lesuinecl, and again 
afijjuvned. liul the ptrlmacuy of the piirly sub'lueii 
the resoiulion of tho nionarch : he sought tu escape fiora 
tlie coiitcBl : he advised his brother In submit to « torn- 
promise, and to wilhilraw from the council while ho 
temsined at court : such a concession would mollify iiis 
enemicR, and aid his friends in the support of his un- 
doubted rights. It cost James a violent strugQ;le belbre 
be nould yield; but he deemed it a duty to obey. the 
will of the sovereign, and aunounced from his seat in 
the boLiso of lords that lie was iin longer a member of 
iiT. the counril. Cbai'les then called the two houses before 

• him. and assured them that be was as ready as (heir 
hearts caulil desire to eslabli^h the sei^urily of ihe pro- 
testant reli^on, and to assent lo any leasonaLile Uws 
foi' that purpoM, provided ihat they did not trench on 
tiie ligblfbl (lewient of the crown, nor on bis own aulho- 
riiy, nor on the 'jaai rights of bis protectant successors. 
This spee'ih was receiveil with expressions oF gratitude ; 
and lord Kussell immediately witlidrew his motion. One 
pan of it, the remnval of ihe dyke from the council, had 
been obtained; the other part, hi* rera.rval fwm the 
court, was included in the biU against popish recnaants 
now peniling in the hou:=e of lords * 

niat bill, however, made but lillle progress. The 
lords in general looked with jealousy on a measure 
wbiiib invaded the constitutional rights of tlie peerage +, 
and would create a prece^lent whi<.b, on subsequent occa- 

• sions, might be employed against other ihuii catholio 
■ peers. To stimulate their indolence the commons, by 

repeated messages, reminded them that on the adoption 
of Ihe bill depended the safety of the king and kingdom, 
and of the protestant religion; and Charles, weary of' 
contending with cluuiour and intimidation, consented to 
Bucrillce the tights of the other lords, provided tho^^e of 

• C. Jwitn. Nnv, !1. JnmaafMoilioit)), i.52i, Eetfsby, 70. BurDil, 

ii. 157, ivi. Hirt. iv. use. 

1 S<» Dm nundiDE oidur m Hit Loidi' Joutanls, xii. G73. 
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his liriithe!- were maiiilained. To the surprise i>i' all Nov. 
men, on the Ihird reading, when [he rejecdoii ol'lhe l)ill ^ 
vi^'i generally anticipated, it passed without opiKiaicion, 
hut with a i}n>vi80 that its opertLtion siiouUl nut extend 
to his royal highness the duke of Yuik James, how- 
ever, immediately eiitered his protest against ft, and 
was followed by the eails of Beikshiie ind Caidi^an, 
and the lords Audle), Stouiton, Hunsdoii, and rejn' 

To the populai leadir'i the exi'lusioii ol the lathohc 
peers was a matter of mnior inteiest their paramount 
object, the exclubion of the duke of Yoik. bdd been 
defeated bj the proviso They re-olved, as a last re- 
source, to throw It out in the house of commons, and to 
mark their sense uf the conduct ol ihe loida bj tlie man- 
ner of the rejection. Sixteen members rose in succes- 2i, 
fiion to speak in support of the amendment, before they 
could provoke an answer from the benches of their 
opponents. Waller was the first to move its rejection : 
he was followed on the same side by Meres and Capel, 
and answered by sir Robert Howard. Tile debate ^rew 
warm : hii;h words, and even blows, were exchanged by 
Ashe and 'I'relawney; and when air Wdliam Coventry, 
deserting his party, contended that the duke was en- 
titled to the indulgence, for his eminent services to the 
nation, he was put doivn with cries of " Coleman's let- 
" tera; remember Coleman's letters !" Lord Cavendish 
closed the discussion. What were the reasons wliicb, 
recommended the proviso to tile adoption of the lords, 
he kne* not ; but till he both knew them and approved 
of them, he would never he a party to an enactment 
which should declare by authority of parliament that 
the king's brother was a papist. The queatioD ivas then 
•li.Jouiii.xlii.3B5. C JounL Nd». li IS. Bet^aby.Tl. Mcamnuili, 
tuFwnpethe necrully of voting ill liicDur of liis nwir, kill tlirlmuse bo- 
fiire iliH dliinuu, Hliicli iiuve June! a Mr upixiiUiiilty ufcunpt>iu)i)|i la 
' tlia king ol hli loii'i couliiat, and at obHU-TiDg ifaot lis wu nut uiily inli- 
mawly eubnilcli'd »lUiiluilHdmDf Iha oppuBiliDU. InUsntTriiad hia Bat. 
taian Wditnklohlin bylhstitlaofpiIiuHofWalaa. Janwi (.\teiK-ln), 
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put, and, to the deep and bitter disappoint met it uf the 
party, tlie proviso was caiTied by a majurity of two 
^ voices. Charles gave hii assent to the bill, but at tlie 
., same time remarked that he <iid it with reluctance, and 
tntrely tlirouish deference to those who were aiarined at 
the extraordiiiai-y Bxoilement of the people*. 

By this statute, which owed its enaetaiBnt (o the per- 
juries of an impostor, and the dehisiou of tiie nation, the 
catholic peers found themselves, without any fuuU of 
theirii, deprived of the most valuable privil^e of the 
peeraf;e, the nght which they derived from their bhth, 
of sitting and voting in the higher houtie of parliament. 
Nor well) they ihe only victims: the unjust proscription 
attached to their descendants during a long lapse of one 
hundred and fifty years. Ij was reserved for a prince of 
the House of Brunswick, the Iburtli who swayed the 
sceptre of these realms, and an enlightened and liheval 
parliament, to erase the foul blot from the statute-book. 
and by an actof tardy but praiseworthy justice !o restore 
the sufferers to tlie exercise of their ancient and here- 
ditary fighlst. 

There was one circumstance, which f^eatly embar- 
rasied the patrons of the plot. Its credit still depended 
on the sole unsupported testimony of Oates. 'i'hough 
the prisoner!- had been successively interrogated at tlie 
•C. JiHiia. N<jT. ai. L, Jumn. xllL 3^1. Purl. Tlist. ii. LOSft 104a. 

Gtltliiii, Pniuoli YiilK nnd liU »1fe. Hit See 'btoUieM oflhe nam'" or I'tn- 
dersll, Mr. Whimr.i-e of MiiiibIi.-5-, calcjlKl] Caihit. and ftiiwls Bt-jnoH 

liiinoriliFklDitiiftiirtheliiiltleofWuKijiiUr, ihnnld liri ■■ Wy ns iiuf 
oThlamnJiiMy'tpnwaiiiiikiuljsL'b wlibsot being Uuhleld Uib i<*La)tiei 
amlDil pcipUa ncnwati, uiicl tlwta bill b« pn^Mmul fin th>L pucpm. 

ct dpprivDd dI 
r)iufKI>»w>b 

.runrloV HuSi . . --„ -.-- -- 

ham. CnrciuiElull, WUiIriliEliHi, Urlanl ot Itlomlev, nnil Clilliircl. We 
niKUihiilnt iJimiiftbiHii tbeiri^ala tg Ihetr nlliiluu (ll«e>l>v. T3). 

iiuornHto.^i<?ii<H udie Ihe »albi till Ibe' g«t x'uioD, [D*B^.rii., 
^lonlMuirbBiy, KiiiiDlheddliedCNiirflilli, und thti wufaCSBikiliin, 
lili aoaiug tu Iba tttla alW thd dflatli «f lUi bn>lLiu 
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bar, or before tbe committee of the house of lords, all 
had uniformiy prolenled tlieir itmocence : tlie offer of 
pardon uivl rewaid had been made in vain ; each per- 
BiHteii in dBclaving his ignorance not only of the fticia 
end desit>Rs chained on himself, but also of those 
charged upon the others. Thus eleven weeks passed 
away, and no prosecution wasinaiituied, because, to esta- 
blish the ifuili of the accused, the law required the eon 
current testimony of tvpo witnesses, At last the diffi- 
culty was surmounted. Tile king iiy prorlamation had 
promised to the discoverer of the assassins ol' sir Ed- 
mondbiiry Godfrey reward, protection, and a full pardon, Nur 
even if he were an accomplice; and in a few, days the '■ 
seoreiary of slaCe received an eni^atical letter, dated 
from tlie loivn of Newbury, oontaiiiintr the singular 
request that the writer, William Bedloe, might he taken 
into custody in the city of Bristol, and be brought back 2. 
a prisoner to ihe metropolis. By order of the oouiicil a 
warrant for his appreliension was sent to Bedloe himself, 
with directions to deliver it lo the mayor of Bristol, S. 
when and in what manner he tni»ht think fit: the 
arrest accordin^rly took place in the open stieet, and in 
the presence of a numerous crawd; and a report was 
circulated hath there and in London that Ihe prisoner 
had it in his power to develope the whole mystery in 
which tbe death of Godfrey was alill involved*. 

The character of Bedloe was not less open lo objeolion 
than thatofOates. Hh had originally been employed 
in the stables, and afterwai'ds in the household of lord 
Belasv«e Siihseqiientiv he travelled on 

th f d fr t 
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punishments in difTereiit eountries : judgment of death 
bad bean |iiis»ed iin him for a i-obliHrj' in Normandy ; 
anri he had Just ubtained his diKchur^e from <^DnIine- 
ment in Newfiate, when the itroolamation induced him 
Nov. tooffHr himself a candidate fir the reward of 51)11^. * In 
hid lirat deposition, taken before the king and the two 
secretaries of state, lie deiJurud upon oatli that he kneir 
notiiing or iho plot, hut had seen the dead body of God- 
frey at Sonierset-houBe ; that, acoordiug to his informant, 
Ihe Jesuit Lb Fevre, Godfrey was stilled between two 
pillows by Le Fevro himaelf, with the aid of Wulsh, 
another je4uil, of lord Belasyse's gentleman, and of a 
waiter in Ibe quee.i'ii chapel ; that lie had been offered 
two thousand f;uinpaa to help in removing the corpse, 
and that it wa* at last carried away on Monday nifiht at 
nine of tbo clock, by three persons unknown tu him, 

8. but re'ainers at Somerset- house. The next morning he 
related the same ia subi^Ianee before the house of lords. 
To a question respecting Oatea, he answered liy denying 
all knowled-j'e of that ini'irmer: but addeil, tonliary to 
his testimony of the day before, that he had been told by 
Walsh and Le Fevre of the commissions received by the 
earl of Powis and lord Belasyse, and of authority to 
appoint oiheroHicers given to brd Arundell. This pro- 
voked the kinglo exclaim: " Surely the man has received 
" a now lesson during the last twenty-four hours 1 1^' 
The memory of the informer continued to improve. 

12. In another deposition, made also upon oath, he ri^col- 
lected ihat in the beginning of October ha had been 
solicited to commit a murder for a reward cf 40001.; 
that Godfrey was inveigled into the court of Somerset- 
house about ilve in the evening ; that he was not stifled 
with pillows (that story contradicted the Unding of the 
coroner's inquest), but strangled with a linen cravat; 
that the body was deposited in a room which Beillou 

»ButMt,li,lS8. Erhtt-il,95l. FloriisAiiKlo-Dftviirioas, 1E7. 
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poinleil out to the duke of Monmouth ; that he saw 
stauilint; vound it the four uiuivlurer* and Alkina, clerk 
to Mr. Pepys, of the Admu'ally ; and that it was re 
moved about eleven of the cluck on the Monday night *, 
In two parts of this deposition he was unfurlunate; he 
had selected f6r the time of the murder the very hour 
when Charles was at Somerset-house on a visit to the 
queen ; an hour when suck a transaction must have 
lieen instantly discovered, because a company of foot- 
guards had heen di'awn out^ and a sentinel stationed at 
evei'y door; and he had pointed out as the place of con- 
cealment of the hody the room which was appropriated 
to the use of the queen's footmen, who were there in 
waiting at every hour of the Att,yf. 

But his succeeding reminiscences were of much Unv, 
greater importance- At first he knew nothing of the 12. 
plot: now he remembered that during his travels he 
had become acquainted with English monks, friars, 
Jesuits, (dergymen, and nuns, all of whom were anxious 
to acquaint him with the particulars of the great desifjn 
for the re-establish men t of catholicity in England. 
From them he learned tlaat at flcst it was proposed to 
confine the king in a monastery, but afterwards to kill 
him; that another person, unless ha would consent to 
hold the crown of the pope, ivould he also set aside, and 
the government be administered by commission, with 
the lord Arundellatitshead; that the duke of Norfolk, 
the marquess of Worcester, and the earl of ShrewsbLiry, 
vere too Joyal to be trusted with any knowledjte of tlie 
plot ; that ten thousand men were to land at Bridling- 
ton, in Yorkshire, and put themselves under the com- 
mand of lord Belaeyse ; that an army of twenty or thirty 
thousand friars and pilgrims was to sail from Oorunna 
to Milford-baven, and to join the catholics of Wales 

"L. Journ.31B-K 
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under the earl of Powia and lord Petre : that the king, 
the dukes of Monmouth, Orraund. and Buckingham, the 
enrl of ShafEesbuvy, and the lord Ossory, were to be 
muvilered by persons whose names he stiite<l, the mili- 
tajy in London by assassins stationed at the door of 
every alebouse, anil the citizens by a foros of forty 
thousand men secretly oi^nized, and consisting of 
papists or protestanis in the pay of the papists ; that all 
who refused lo conform to the catholic worship were lo 
be "utterly oxtintjuished ;" and thai (here was not a 
catholic in Ena;land, of quality or credit, who had not 
received information of the p)ot, and been sworn on the 
sacrament to lend to it his aid, and to keep it secret *. 

It will excite surprise that in the three kinifdoms there 
could be fuiind an individual so simple or so prejudiced 
as to give credit to this marvellous tale of bloodshed and 
ti'eason. But in times of general panic nothing is too 
absurd for the credulity of the public. The deposition 
of Bedloe was hailed as a confirniation of that of Oates ; 
it served to fa>i the tlame, to add to the national deli- 
rium ; new addresses were made to the king, and new 
proclamations and arvests followed. Yet the cha.mpions 
of the plot, those who sought to bring home to the ac- 
cused the charges against them, saw with uneasiness 
that there was nothing in these additional informations 
to constitute Bedloe a second witness in conjunction with 
Oateii. The reader, however, will soon discover liow the 

•L.JauTD,SSI..1S3. At (Ml time L>iuDcy apprnred ognln upon 11^ 
Btngs; lilrt lilt rwidi'ilCH Pt the Insl tlinw ypiirs ar Oxtcird oisAbU^ him, 
how«ver ha had tieea dUtiDi^i-IVaiq oclkc ma imtiOTInDi pan ammig Ihe 

Gensain. HaviiiEEi.iapuwdaiiirHiuKliil ia DuVicqiilrt > FrmiiliiiinHi 
h.i lutrndiicwllilro flrsi lo Die bishop uf ' —•■— — ■■i--.--.- .--I 
chuLc-llor. Ia C61oinl7l£re wns Imnh'diii 



liistmp uf LaDdun, sod Ut-n I 

J ilBlely ■mr'-' —J — 

Id Bed him I 
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diBioiilty was removed by the effronlery of Ihe new in- 
former, who on the triuls of the prieonera found it con- 
venient to forget rauch of liis previous testimony, and to, 
substitute other (larf icidars, which, though entirely new, 
harnionized betier with tiie Gctiotis of his btother im- 

TliQse dispoveriea by Bedloe had served tu occupy fhe 
public attention during the debates on the bill for thd 
exclusion of Catliolics from purliaoient: tha moment 
tiie duke of York was excepted by the clause in his fa- 
vour, a new and most extraordinai'y intrigue was set on 
fgot. Tbe reiider will rei^llect that Shaftesbury, in his 
zeal to prevent the succession of that prince, had ven- 
tured to propose to the king a divorue for the purpose of 
having issue hy anothec wife; and now with the same 
view a Mia. I.loyd, at the suggestion of Dr. Tun2;e, 
waited on Charles and solicited a private audience fbr 
Tilus Oates, who wished to conflde to his majesty stime Nov 
secret and iraporlaiit information teiiditiR to criminate • 
the queen. He heard her witli tokens of incredulity and 
impatience; and, when !>be hinted the possibility of a 
divorce, sternly replied that he would never sutferan in- 
nocent woman to be oppressed*. 

Oates, however, was admitted to fell his tale to the 24. 
kinjr, then made his deposition on oath before secrotary 2S. 
Coventry, and afterwards was twice examined by the 
privy council. He stated that in July he saw a letter in 
which it was affirmed by Wakeman that the queen had 
teen brought to give her ossent to the murder of the 
ting; and that one day in August he accompanied se- 
veral jesuiU to Somerset-house, and was left in the an- 
techamber, when they were admitted to the queen. The 
dour stood at jar,- he hail the curiosity to listen, and 
heanl a female voice exclaim. "I will no longer suffer 
" siLch indignities ta my bed I I am content to join in 

•I. Jnnin. ilil. 3S9. Inmm (Memoln), 1. San. " He xdIA lo me' 
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" piodiiin^ Ills death ami the piopagation of the catho- 
" lie Unh " som afieLnards the Jesuits retiyeil ; he 
looked mil) the loom, and saw no other woman ihan the 
queen There was much to thiow discredit on this 
Btoiy. Oatfa haU tieiar g Lven any inlimation of it be- 
fore, he had not mentioned ihe traitorous letter, when 
he made the chaige against Wakeman ; and he had 
solemnlj declaied tipoti oath that he knew of no other 
peisons iniplicaled in Ihe crime beaidea those whom he 
■V- had ah'eady named. Charles otdered the earls of Ossory 
' and Brvd},'ewa;er to conduct the hil'ormer to Somi^rset- 
liouse, and oblige him to point out the room and anie- 
ciiambec which he had dnseribed. He «as led into every 
p!irt, he repeatedly visited every chamber, and was at 
lengih (-ompelled to acknowledge his indbilify to discover 
the place. The king, convinced that ihe story had been 
suggested to him by some enemy of Ihe duke. orderKd 
the guards who had been assigned for his security to 
keep always in his company, and to allow no person to 
see him, or to speak with him in private*. 

Baiiloe followed, as a second wilneia, to support the 
testimony of Oales. Ho too, if we may believe liim.had 
been at Somerset-house ; he had witnessed a conference^ 
'. between Catherine anil two French clergymen, in ihe 
presence of lord Belasyse, Coleman, and ^ome Jesuits; 
and was subsequently told by Coleman that iit the first 
proposal of the king's murder the queen burst into lears, 
hut that her objections had been removed by the French- 
men, and that she had reluctantly signiSed her consent. 
Bedloe, however, was more cautious than Gates. His 
former difficulty in finding the chamber.in which he had 
seen the body of Godi'rey, proved to him a useful lesson ; 
and he assigned for the scene of this consultation a 
place in which he could not be liable to error, the gal- 
lery of the chapel, while he, ns he prelendeil, remained 
on the floor below. But why hud he hitherto concealed 
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tliis imporlant evirlcnce? To the question lie replied, 
that it littd escapod his 016111017. Jf lie rm-olleelt'il it 
now, it was ow'tag to the impudent deiiinl of Coleman, 
tliat lie had ever been in the compan)* uf Be'lloe*, 

But, whatevei' mifiht \>o the conviction of the hing.'iC 
\raB not the inieniioii of ibe party to lose ilie benefit of 
tUiB a;lditional teBtimony. Bedloe, harins previously ob- 
tained a pardoa for all olTeBues oummitted up to that Nov. 
hour, delivered hia deposition ia writing to the house of ^'** 
commons ; and Elif n Oates, appearing at the bar, ruined 
his voice and eiclaimed, '■ I, Titus Oates, accuse Ca- 
" therine, queen of Eiii>laii(!, of higli treason." Tiie 
Diembeis, not in the secret, ivere struct dumb with 
aEtoiiishaient ; on address was b^istily voted tor the 
removal of the queen and her household from White- 
hall', and a message was sent to the house of lords to 
solicit their immeiliate concurrence. They, however, 
previously required to be put in possession of the depo- 
sitions inade before the council ; (hen severely examined 
tlie ttvo wiines&es in person, and, dissatisRed with iheir 
answers, resolvfd to refuse their concurrence, and ap- 29. 
pointed acoiiam^treo to state the reasons of their refusal. 
Shafiesbury with two others protested against this vote : 
but the majority of the party deemed it yrudent to ac- 
quiesce ; a dissension heineen the bougies might break 
all their measures, and, by brin<>ing i^ito question the 
credit of the witnesses, overturn the whole fabric of the 
plot- The chaise against the queen was tbeiefore 
buried in silence: but on address for the apprehension 
of all papists wilhin the realm was voled, and impeacii- 
mentn of high treason afzainst the Gve catholic peers in 
the Tower were carried to die house of lords +, 

I shall not detain tlie reader with a narrative of the 



t C. J.'Utn. Nov. iS. 99, Dec fi L. Jonrn. S42. Ha. Tho i 
ui?»b hi Mm, ^kt Di4 alt pi.Tr^iiifl "AiihoQt e]Lct^plii>a. 7AduirUju 
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parti U t lals and judicial laurdeis of the unfortunate 
me whose lames liad been inserte<l by Gates in liis 
pretended h ooveries. So violent was the exfiiemon^ 
BO ge leral the delusion created bj tlie perjuries of the 
infurmer, tliat the voice of reason and the claims of 
justice were equally disre2;arded : both jmlge and jury 
scejnedto have no other object than to inHitt vengeance 
oa the supposed traitors: to speak in aiiiiport of their 
innocence, or to question the vei'acity of (he acuuscrs, or 
to hint the improbability of the informations, required a 
strength of mind, a veckiessnesa of consequences, which 
fklls lo the lot of few inilividuals ; even the king him- 
self, convinced as tie was of the imposture, and con- 
temptuously as he spoke of it in priviue, dared not 
exercise his prerogative of mercy to save the lives of the 
innocent. These uuforttuuite men svere put on their 
ti'iaU under every disadi'aittage. I. They possessed not 
the means of rebutting the charges against them. Kept 
in Boiiiary con linemen I, debarred from all communica- 
tion with their friends, without legal ad\ isers, and with 
no other knowledge than what they could collect from 
their previous examination, they received notice of trial 
on the evening, and were placed at the bar the next 
morning. 2. The point on which the imposture hinged 
was the traitorous coiisult supposed to have been held at 
the White Horse tavern on the 23eh of April, at which 
Oateii deposed that he was present. Now, to prove that 
no such consult was held, they could not appeal to the 
testimony of the laniUord, who was dead, nor of his 
wido* or former servants still living : for, though the 
bouse of lords ordered the inquiry to be made, not one 
of these individuals could then be found*; neither 
dared they show that the real consult took pla-e on that 
day at St. James's, because that would have been to es- 
p')se the duke of York to the capital punishmeiit enacted 
ii^lijal tlio harbourers of priests and Jesuits. 3. They 
w»rK condemned before their trial by the prepoBsessions 
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of tlie court, the juiy, and the spcfilators. The 
justii'e, Scrogaia, a iawyer of pralligale lialiits an 
ferioi' Rcqiiiveuients, actml tlie part uf proscculoi' rather 
than of judge. To llie laforaK^rii ht> bdiuvrd wt!h kind' 
ness, even ivith defeveiiL'e. augi^esling to them expla- 
naiionSi excusing their contradictions, and repeUing 
the imputations on their charauters; but the pr'isoners 
were repeaiedl)' imerrupled and insulted; their wit- 
nesses V'ere hrow-heuten from the bench, and ill- 
treated by the spei'lators ; and their cojideranalion was 
generally hailed with acclaiiialiuas which the court 
rather encouraged thait repressed *. 

These trials were introduced with the prosecution of 
Stajley, the catholic banker, at the instance of Carstairs, 
a Scottish adventurer. Stayley was sitting in a tavern, No» 
and conversinj; in French on the topics of the day with '^ 
Firrain, a nntivo of Marseilles, when Carstairs entered 
with a companion, atid pretended to lisLeii to their dis- 
course. The next morninii ho wiiited on Stavley, and 
ttRcnsed him of treason, hut offered to suppi'eas the 
chaf(;e in consideration of the sum of 200^, The hanker 
lauirhud at the insolence of the man : hut in a few 
minutes he was arrented, and at the end of Ave days 
tried for his life. Burnet, when he heard ihe name of 
the informer, hastened to assure the lord chancellor 
thit t^arslairs was a man of infiimoua characler and 
nnworthy of credit even on his oath : but Jones, the 
attorney-general, being present. Baked Burnet who had 
authorized him to defame the kiujf's witneiiS, and the 
timid divine shrunk from the iVown of the harrisler, and 
left the unfortunate man to his fate. The conversation 
in the tavern turned on the catholics, who had been 
charged with the design of murdering the king, and the , 20. 
question in dispute at the trial between the informer and 
the accused was, whether Stayley had said that he was 
ready to kill him or them, whether he used the French 
' article le or les. It is plain that Firrain miaht have 

• Sm in poiliculiit Iha evidence of Falbs, SUIe Tmla, \. 1573. 
VOL. Xll. li 
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decideil the controversy ; but care had been taken to 
uonlisie biiu in close custody, from mliicb he was not 
Nov. disciiarged till four months afLer tlie trial. ITie jury 
3S. belioved the informer, and Stajley sufiefed death at 
TyUirn*. 
2, The first victim sacrificed to the perjury of Gates and 
his coiiljutor Bedloe was Coleman. In consequence of 
an address from the house of commons Charles had 
promised that, if Coleman would make a satisfactory 
confession, he should have a full pardon ; if he did not, 
4. the law should have its course. With this information 
7_ the committee visited him in Newgate He nave them 
the ciph to h eo i,sp d d pi 1 1 tl m 

bis pec nyl bt Ijd dtltle 

2^_ possesse I j k 1 dg f tl 11 d p! 1 1- At 1 s 
trial iie m ta d tl t h bject h 1 tt Ctl t 
they w mp d t d tl L dd t 

deny) wtpoc m ydthtit ftlo 

caihoUc hpthtlhd ee tl fis 

accusers before his apprehension ; and tliat both hud 
peyured themselves in their testimony, Bedloe by swear- 
ing that he had taken a lettec from Coleman Co La 
Chaise in April, 1675, whereas it was plain from the 
documents on the table that there had been no corre- 
spondence between them before September in that year ; 
and Gates by deposing to numorous transactions with 

• Stole TrinlfcvLlSOl. BurnBl, ii. IflD. Consprratiqq, d'Angiel^ne, 

t'o. JDiirn. Nov. 9. 4 7. Ai^cr>n)ln£ In llie te|x.it of the commillee. 

" lo jDpmljcri of llie lioiliB or cominoiift, H> Jiravtiit 4 niplure betVHCn 
'*tlL« two arvwuB," hut ^'Iwd Applied Ihs mottey Id hE« dh'd iud, 
" bKHiiBu ho Lhoujfht 1iH was am mnrh uut of pnrefl upoo tli« French aa. 
"counthihlaunroflMnEi Unnuh hp tolil Barlllan Ibat be b>u) glvra 
" lo Ktmr meisbin iiceordlii^ lo hli imniiM." Jonro. u. B34. [ mep-vt 
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him, thougb in presence of tliQ cQuiicil tlie informer was 
uiiawiuaiijled wiih his peiBon, and appeafed to be igno- 
rant of these very transactions. Bedioe pnibabiy made 
no answer; Oatea replied with Kome embarrass meiU, 
that his eyes were at the time 3o dazaled by the lights 
on the table that he couM not see distinctly, and his 
mind so overpowered bj' fatigue, that he was incapable 
of recollection. Coleman was found guilty, and perished Di'c. 
on the scaffold, protesting his innocence with his last 3- 
breath *. 

Whitbread, Fenwick, Ireland, Grove, and Pickering, jy_ 
were soon afterwards brought to the bar. The evidence 
of Oatea was positive against the whole five ; that of 
Bedloe, by some unaccountable mischance, atfueled only 
the three last. In these circumstances Whitbread and 
Fenwick wera by law entitled to an acquittal ; hut the 
chief justice orileretl them to be removed, and called on 
Ireland, Grove, and Pickering to proceed with their de- 
fence. Tlie jury returned a vei-dict of guilty, and the ]g7g_ 
three unfurtunate men died like Coleman, asserting on Jun. 
the scaffold, as they had asserted at the bar, that before 24. 
their approhension they liail never heard, never so much 
as thought; of the treason for which they suffered ■!■. 

Ill these prosecutions Bedloe acted only a secondary ..„ 
part as the auxiliary of Gates : with respect to the death 
of Godfrey he claimed the merit and rempril of an 
original informer, but was compelled to spend two 
months in search of a second witness lo confirm his sule 
and unsupported testimony. The deficiency wajs sup- jj^_ 
pjied by the apprehension on some trilling charge of 21, 
Prance, a silversmith, who had occasionally been em- 
ployed by the queen. Bedloe, the moment he saw 
Pi'anee, exclaimed " that man is one of the murderers ;" 
and the unfortunate silversmith was hurried to New- 
gate, where, under the influence of threats and promises, 23. 
ho was induced to confess himself guilty, and to accuse 24. 

• St»lp TrittlB. Yii. 1. 73. Floms Anglo-Bavatlc™, 13S. 
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as accomplices, Hiil, Green, and Berry, three serviints 
at Someraet-Louao*. But his mi ml was not hardened 
aganst the srin^' nf reniurse: hereque!ile<llobehriiught 
a second lime before tlio king and the council, and on 

Upc. his knees, with iho strongest protestations of horroi' and 
29, repentance, declared that the whole of his coiifessioi) 
was false, and that he knew nothing of the murder or 
the murderers. The managers attributed this retracta- 
tion to the arts of the Jesuits. Prance was remanded to 
Newgate and chained to the floor in the condemned cell : 
his terrors and his Bufferings bereaved him occasiunally 
of his reason ; and Dr. LlojJ, lately made dean of Ban- 
gor, and Boyce, the keeper, uri^d him ta confess, the 

1679 one emplojing spirituftl. the other worhlly motives. At 

Jan. last he consented; but his disclosures were now sonnmer- 
!'■ ous and portentous, that the credulity of Ihe dean was 
startled ; he declined any further iiilerfecence +, and left 
the unhappy man to the manajrement of Boyce, with 
whose assbjtance a narrative was composed, professing 
to detail " the manner and errcurastaiiees of the murder, 
" the conspiracy to assassinate the eorl of Shaftesbuiy, 

Jab. " """^ '''^ ^'^ practices of several popish priestsj." The 

10. prisoners Hill, Green, and Berry, were now brought fc> 

trial: ignorant and nnasaisled, they were unable to 

detect and expose the glaring; inconsistencies between 



toaa<lil. I.Iouru.433. 
tSeeL.Joiirn. i<11.431. 436.4SS. Jumai (Momnlr), i.IKIS. GxInDti 

n™r nUt."^ Hi-Se' "^lan, ll.V Bmenf rlttnuoffmy iru*» ^Ba-^iniiK- 

- i^!!^! i1laH''hmwHDt ^qX w^^^^d ™ uy'XlU'ii ^lAmc^r. 
•• iWcawiisUii'mDiitliil ncted (ix me, dnd witt dmii Ihtniti whteli .1 
'■Biiiiv'lUnerbiin. IHjuikI Iit hla <llM»UHe UiiU be liiul burn stemi 
•• tlDiH wllh ny lutd Sb^fesbniy mid with Urdlix. xud be Inl.l me llul [ 
*■ uliuulil bu cpftituily bnDi^il. if I nipped oot velxti Bedlve'i evfdmca^' p. 

ivety. by Mr. MHei Pnmm, gf Cur.ui- 
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tlie depositions of the two informers; and all llivee re- 
ceived judgment of death. Hill and Greeiii who were 
catliulifis, having resisted every attempt to draw from 
tliem an aeltnoHFledgmeiit of guilt, suffered at Tjburii; Feb. 
to Berry, a protestant,therespileofa week was granted; 21. 
but he, like liis companions, disappointed the hopes of 

ee, and died lilie tbein with assevei'ations of 1G78. 
n his mouth *. 
But from these scenes of horror it is time to divert the 
reader's attention to a new intrigue of a very dilferent 
descriptioui which led in its consequences to the dissolu- 
tion both of the ministry and the parliament. Itwill be 
remembered that on the 25lh of March the lord trea- 
surer, in opposition to his own judgment, wrote by order 
of Charles a letter to Monta<!ue, the ambassador at Paris, 
commissioning him in certain circumslatiees lo demand 
from Louis a pension of 6,UU0,ti0O of livrea in return tbi 
the kind's services in disposing the allies to consent to 
the conditions of peace. The demand was never made 
— not liecauiie it stiocked the patriotism of Montague, for 
it had been su^ested and recommended by Iiim't' — but J-ma 
because the terms proposed were i-ejected by the French 34. 
cabinet. What secret overtures were afterwards made 
to t!ie ambassador by Louis, we know not: but he felt 
or pretended to feel as an injury the king's refusal of 

• Slata Trill* irti. 159-^230. Ba1ph liH i.tiatal lb* deposiUoBs of 

tim^l>L^. nnl Ms^'l. *1 ™lVrti.ini 1 ihoiild iMnlBili Ihnl iirrst an- 
dtx'aati ve» miide ui ImjilioBW in iiiepli,t Piima,ieci<'Uiyi>f Itar lulnii- 

eljaritpd and Lrlsd m no iiccumpltm lu the inurdrt ot Gutifrry. Jtr-dL<«, 

"uwWmbtiliinilhBttlnia, brcnulil nut lA-lllnly avnuil.liul lipo'riljr 
-bdie.edbliiiuilwttaem^n," L. Junm. SSI. UctiHtbTtilvl.buTevvr. 
HwHSknnMntlmlAOiimiliBlVEry m.mox«u» tlriiikiiiK llillm i-ui. lo- 
tiiitiffiiird. vp buani Diieufiiie k^n^'a ahipa in ilNi river: uiid Unllua tlLan 

AtkkH uf Cuutae vj:i acquitted. 
Hll' leib'n *n pubu>lu!d imonE IhDK of Danby, L 13. SW, SI. £6. 36. 
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his reqiieiit to purcliase the office of Eccretavy fron 
Henr}- Covtnlry, ami suddenly abandon iiii; his situ: 
in PitriH, he returned without permission or notice to 
England. Danliy, apprehensive of liis enmity, watched 

Aug- his steps with solicitude: ic was discovered that he not 
on!y associated wilh the popular leaders, hut held secret 

Oct, and nightly nonfercscea with Barillon ; and hia attempts 
21. to procure a seal in the boiige of commona convinced the 
minister tliat. if Montague delayed to strike the blow 
whicli he meditated, it was only till he could shelter him- 
self from the royal resentment under the privileges of 
porliameiit. At the election for Grinstead he was de- 
feated hy the foresight of Danhy : at that fur North- 

KoT. WHpton be was returned l>y the Mayor ; his absent 
6. opponent sir William Temple by the shej'iff : but Mon- 
tague petitioned, the popular party espoiisarl his cause, 
ll- and the house pronounced him duly elected *. 

Montt^ue's real object was the ruin of the lord trea- 
surer. With the piipular leaders it had been arranged 
that ke ahould bring forward the secret dsHpalch of 
March !Slh ; and that ihe^ should ground on it a vote of 
impeachment against Danby. With Barillon he had 
concluded a contract, that 100,000 livres shuuld beapent 
by the anibaaaador in purchasing; the aid of the most 
powerful speakers in parliament, and 100,0U0 cro^vna 
should he paid to Monlague himself, if througli his exer- 
tions Danby were removed from oHice tvltUIn tlie course 
of six months f. Still he delayed. Hia timidity was 
not satisfied with the protection afforded by a seat in 
parliament, and he waited for the time when the dis- 
bandment of the army should render the kinj; less able 
to violate the privileges of the members. But Danby 
had already received a hint of his danger : he knew that 

• Ibid. '.S.fS. 88. lis, IIB, C. Joum, Oct 51. Nuv. Bit. B?, 
t St^ llulilluii'a ele^lMlcli ill Dnlrvrnjitr, 1^ Ir l.uiiis u)y.v1in1 In 11m 
lOO.dl)'! ctiiiviii. lie uits iiilliaj; m b<i<i?|iI i> c.ipitulT)ra'liii!iii<j 40^,00 IIvkh 
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A.D. 1678.1 SEIZURE OF MONTAGun's PAPERS. ler 

hia despatclioa bad been secretly shown to some of his 
oppiineiiis, and it became to bim a matter of ihe first im- 
portance to sain poBfession of the obnoxious pa[:ers. 
Wilb this view he laid before the council lbs in/orma- ^^ 
tion i^iveti by sir Wiiiiam Temple that Montague had 19. 
privately visited the papal nuncio at Paris, and might 
therelbre be in some manner or other iuplicaied in the 
popish plot* : it was immediately resolved to pursue the 
inquiry; messengers were despaicijed to make iheseizure 
of his papers ; and Erneley, chancellor of the ex'^lie'iuer, 
delivered a royal message, announcing this proceeding, 
and ibe information on which it was grounded, to the 
house of commons. 

The matter bad been conducted with so much secrecy 
that Montague and his friends were tuken by surprise. 
The ingenuity of Powle (lie aflenvards re<eiveij five 
hundred guineas from BariUon as a reward for his ser- 
vices'!') relieved them for a while from their embarrass- 
ment. The seizure he maintained was a breach of pri- 
vilege, unless the information had been taken upon oath, 
ftud, at his suggestion, lord Cavendish with other mem- 
bers waited on tlie king, to ascertain the fact as to that 
particular circiimsiance. To their mortification Charles 
drily replied, that he would return an answer after the 
two houses were ri^en. 

In the next place Harbord, another of Barillon's pen- 
sioners, was deputed to visit Montague's honse, with 
private 'instructions from that member. Having ascer- 
tained that the letters, the only real objects of anxiety 
to both parties, had hitherto escaped the search of the 
offli'ei's, he returned ; Montague immediately announced 
that he had in hts keo|nng papers coiilaining indubitable 
proob of the jpiilty projects of a certain great minister; 

* ItjirilLoa KppHsm ti> liavti madeuiil in DHmtb^T of each ymraa au- 
ouDntirrtti« Diuury which he dlsbumeil Jurpolhlcitl inirpoxira, ^llu-acL-oust 
fifr thi. ptesMnt veAT up lo Dtfcemlier has DuL bctfU diioaveied ; bhntL^lh« 
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lord Cavendish moved that documents of siieli liigh ira- 
poitanee should be plained under the custody of the 
house: and Harbord, loid Ru^^seU, and sevorol oiheis 
were com miss ion ed to proceed and take pusaession of 
the letters in question, in the name of the commons of 
England. They returned hearing a small casket, which 
was placed on the table ; and Monlague, selecting from 
lis contents two papers, delivered' them to the speaker, 
protestin^r at the same time that it had been his inten- 
tion to have communicated them through, secretary 
CDventi-j- to the king, and that he should not have pfe- 
sumtid to make them public even now, mere it not in 
obedience to the express commands of the bouse. Both 
here the aij-nature of the loi'd treasurer. One, of the 
date of Jan. 16, slated that the adjournment forthirteen 
days had been adopted in the hope of discovering in the 
interval liome expedient fur a peace ; the other proved to 
bo the celebrated despatch of March 25, with which the 
rearier is already acquainteil. 

The reading of these papers electrified the house. 
They were described as a continuation of Coleman's in- 
trigue; they proved that the same objects were kept in 
view, and the same manteuvres employed ; that the 
king's ardour for war had been a mere pretext to wring 
money from his people ; and that, the moment money 
was voted, he had olfei'ed to sell the nation to a foreign 
sovereign. The debate was long and stormy ; and no 
one expressed more virtuous indignation against pecuni' 
ary ti'unsnetions with Fmnce, than those who were then 
in the pay, or who had planned the prosecution with the 
advice of the French arahi»iSador The house, oai'ried 
^j, away by the impu eof mnn oelba majority 
19. of Kixly-three ^iiice ha he lu d t casu er should be 
impeached of higl ea.o ad a hs era should 
be entered on the urn s * 
Thus far the e ng of M ue ha triumphed 
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ovW that of the minister He was not howeier with 
out apprehension. He knew th'jt the charge nliich he 
had brought might be retoiled with letif Id enc p^ 
against himself, and that tl e kite >,, m which he had 
originally suggested, and afteiwirds advised (he mea 
sure, wei'B still in existence hut he gave credit to his 
adversary for a more delieate sense of honour than he 
possessed himself, and tiusted that Danb} would be 
restrained from the publ cation of those documents by 
the fear of betraying at the sime time the accict views 
and nagociations of the soveieign In this respect he 
argued correctly ; tor out of the whole coiieBpondence 
the treasurer could find but two letters which he might 
produce in his vindication without compromising the 
kin;;. Both were forwarded to the house The first 
datedJan. 1, N.S. ga\e infiimation thitRuiigny was 
sent to London to treat thiough loid Russell with the 
popular leaders ; the olhei ot the ISth contained a pro 
posfti from Montague leapectin^ a demand of money on 
a conclusion of peace and a r quest h 1 1 e n gl t be 
furnished with instruct ons o tl at lead Tley were Dm, 
publiplyread by the peake b t no at ent o w pad 20, ■ 
to thera by the hoi e or voce tl ey en e ed on the 
journals. The llext day he mpeachn en via oted gl 
and sir Henry Capel e e ed o de s to carrj t to tl e 
house of lords*. 

• Danbv tnvt that tba lettrn wtve ant md (Danbv, 109) ; but this. It 
■piiHun tjani Ibr journals (_net. SO). 1i n mistake. 1'li»y w<ie moraont 
enters i mil, nhat ia BlLll m<treoKtjADrdlaary.1lweDtn<if Diuil>y*B Iptten 
nuiitv th« Vfty Impivtnnt pifSTdcrl]>t En Ihfl hand of Ibe krQj;. t^-BtlfyiJl^ 

"CDine At ilieoni.NDalfl now, bui ba Ilbi a copy nf theiD-^' Wlifilwj- ihu 
co^ty Udd. or bud lint tha poatwrlpt, it Ennftaserkl: lot Uit4 t'ti^t^W Vjuke 
hotOte tii» nuHTp^ari vk-ero B«itt rbr tbe \ntt, and mtmiit ut iutmm the 

lheit°imEce. iTul'm IBB Ub lnuil°nTtl»ll «py bntilt^'b.- m^awi'i^tl 
ictuined with Ihsbia.DDt of which MonlaKiuMouHlftouk the Diignuala, 
aDddeliTsredtbemtOflia aPMlier.whu read thimtci the liPiue. Mc. Wit- 
llaiDi ImmedlBlelT BBhed. "nlU any mtmtiBF aTSTthli tehe the trensuier'a 
■letter?" MopUijue leplie'l, " 1 cdoc^vu it to be hi* hand i RkI half 
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This ins Iru roe nt accused die eail of Danby of bigli 
treason and other hi;;h ci'imes. miiidenieaiioi's, and of- 
fances; ami in particular l.oflrailurjusly "accnjcliing" 
to himself rej^al powet hy actini; witliout (jonmiunication 
with llie secretaries of state and. the other counsellors; 
2. of endeavotuing lo subvert the ancient governmeni by 
keeping on foot a standing army ; 3. of negotiating a 
peace in favour of France to the prejudice of England, 
that he might in return obtain money from France for 
the support of that army ; 4. of being popisbly inclined, 
and of having concealed the popish plot,; 5., of having 
wasted the royal treasura in secret services and useless 
pensions; and. lastly, of having obtained for himself 
grants from the crowncontrary to tlieaclof parliament*. 
Of Montague's perfidy and baseuesa in this proceed- 
ing there can bo but one opinion. He had charged the 
onL>)sels, of which he was himself the autlior, on oneby 
whom they had always been oppoiied ; he had betrayed 
the confidence reposed in him by his sovereign, and had 
sold his services to that very power, .whose intrigues he 
had been commissioned to watch and unravel. Nor can 
much be said in fevour of the leaders by whom he was 
supported. They lent their powerful aid to the malice 
of a disappointed individual and the policy. of a foreign 
court ; ihey sought to interest the passions of the housa 
by clamour and misrepresentation ; they voted charges 
whiih were, on the very face of them, false and absurd ; 
they affixed the penalties of treason to an offence which, 
when fully prui ed, could amount to no nioie than a mis- 
demeanor ; and this sacrifice of honour, truth, and 
justice, they made for the paltry purpose of ruining the 
adverse leader of a politicjil purly. Their iiKemperaiice, 
however, had its usefulness. - It taught succeedingrainid- 
ters to recollect that, besides the sovereign whom they 

liad »>«al li'tlfCD l^um tiim tn the tnme Imiid," I'nil. Iliit. Iv. lOSl. 
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served, there existed another powir, buforo which they 
might be cumpelled to nnawBi-, if, tliTOUj-h oUseqiiioiis- 
ness lo the royal will, Ihey should presume! to violale the 
existing laws, oi- to act in opposition td the acknowledged 
interests, of the country. 

Ill the house of lords Danliy defended himself with 
spirit and eloquence. It was,, he owned, a niisfortuiie to ^o. 
lie under an impeachment by the house of commons ; " 
jet even with that misfortune upon him he deem e<t him- 
self more happy than his accitsef, al^horred us tliat ac- 
cuser must he by every honest in on, for hi* duplicity, 
his perfidy, and his ingratitude. Of the charges asainst 
him he spoke with contempt. He denied th^m uil : I10 
defied his ailversaviea lo the proof;- be asked for noibin^ 
but an equal and a speedy trial. The commons Insisted 
that he ehould be committed a prisoner to the Tower; 
hut it was argued that nut one of the olfeiices speoiHed 
in the impeachment amounted in law to high treason ; 
after an adjourned debate the demand was refused, and 
a day was appointed on whicb the treasurer should give 27. 

The parliament had now lasted eigliteen years. In its 
infancy it had been distinguished by a habit of blind 
obsequiousness, in its more mature age by a sigtem of 
determined hostility, to the court. The duke of York 
long ago advised adissolulion: but Charles had listened 
to the contrary 6uo;gestions of the miuisler, whoftltlitlle 
for the personal embarrassments of the king's brother, aa 
long as he hoped by promises and bribes lo mould the 
majority to his own purposes. Now, however, this hope 
had vanished. An impeachment was hanging over his 
head: he could have iio certain reliance on hismnocenee, 
at a time when the jealous and vengeful pa>isiona of the 
people were in the keeping of hisadversaries ; aud there 
was reason to fear that the king, however resolute he 
raight proless to be at the moinoiit, would ullimately 
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yield to his habitual love of ease, and his constitutional 
opprahenaion of reeiatatiee. The treasurer's best tliance 
of sufety (lepeiidt-d on an immediate teimination of Ibe 
tiession. It would, indeed, be uccomp^ Died- with an in- 
convenience, the loss of a bill of supply for 64(1,000/. for 
tha disbanding of Ihe army: but tor this might ba sub- 
siituted the surplus revi-nue of tho yeat and a loan from 
Pgj. tha prince of Orange. Danby ventured to bring forward 
30. the proposal in the council : and Charles readily pro- 
rogued the parliament for the apace of five weeka *. 

* L, ;ii>uni.447. Rsre9l<y,78, The ulidgs to tbr iimounl of 600,0001^ 
]i»dliilheiTobeenappllailto"iiilsthi)Bn«lual osliiiciiira of iho dshl in 
oiirred 1>y the BtDj>paj{e of ihe siclleijuer In IS13. Riueiby, S7. PacL 
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Tbs ilnke or York qnHa tlie klae<1oni— Diinby rxC'loHd I7 the Mbig. bnt 
ini1irl»iiiiAl — N«w cimDcil— .Dtflule aulhi} biUofexqlnMiiit^^oto^tiDIi 
— EiHulluil of UiWIitll in ScuUnlid— Muldci of nHliliitlwp Simv — 
Vlcinry anil ilefent of Ills CinennuWri— Trial BB<I (sscuUun of Qvo 
Jifiailj— OrLoiigliaiDiv-'AaiiihtiilorWBkeaiaii— U1•BDl1ldon.aC|n^iiIl■ 
hndI— Tiial Kiirl execmlouuf ciscount StnCTocil; 

From the prorogation the lord treasurer derived this 1679. 
imjiui'tant hcnelit: it suspended the pvoueediiigs against 
him, and afforded him a breathing time to provide fur 
his own security, .His first care was to break the com- 
bination of his enemies by entering into a private treaty 
with some of the leaders: the lord Hollos in one house, 
and Lyttlelon in the other, were induced to make to him, 
under certain conditions, a promise of neuti'ality, if not 
of support, on the question of impeachment; and the 
king by his advice dissolved the parliament, summuninL^ Jan. 
atllie same time another to meet at Iheexpiratioii of forty ^''* 
days. Never perhaps did a general electiun take place 
at a season of mora intense. excitement. The Hams 
kindled in the capita) bad spread to the remotest corners 
of the country ; and the minds of men were agitated by 
rumours and jealousies the most oxiraordinaiy and un- 
founded. They believed at the same lime that the king 
waa a party to the conspiracy, and that his deatli "as 
one of the great otjeots of the conspirators : they suffered 
their judgments to be swayed by words instead of facta, 
but by words apparently of tremendous import, though 
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without any definite meaning ; ant! the candidates in 
tha interest of the court were everywhere assailed with 
cries of the danger of protestantism, and the bloody 
designs of the papists. The returns proved tliat vhe in- 
fluence of the minister was no mateh for the phvonsy of 
the people. His adherents were rejected with marlis of 
infamy, and their places supplied with men breathing 
vengeance against the catholics, and against an adminis- 
tration by which they believoil that the catholics were 
fiecrelly supported*. 

The unfavourable result of the elections suggested lo 
Danby the necessity of some expedient to propitiate and 
disarm his opponents They hid failed to e\clu(!e the " 
duke ofYork fron to 

remove him from m T 

tion of that piin 

friends, others co m ■d 

explain to him tli m 

porary exile ; and se m 

for the minister b D 

king to send bim Eg d f! 

his resideDce at Bru se B g od 

recoiled from so g ocee g 

the suggestion of an attempt to comert his misbfcheving 
brother was adopted as less offensive to hisfeelings; 
and the archbishop withsom^ of his brethren received a 
commission tobring back the strayed sheep to the fold 
Pgl^ of the established church. These prelates waited on the 
22, duke : they represented to him the pain which it gave 
them to behold the son of a martyred king absenting 
himself from the national worship; they inveighed in 
sharp and bitter terms against the principles of the 
Roman church; and they maintained that she "both 
" taught and practised doctrines destructive of salvation;" 
an assertion which, with his permission, they were pre- 
pared to establish, " not by perplexing him with the sub- 
" tleties and niceties of the schools, but by a plain test 
• BuRWI, li. 177. L.Jouiii.xiU.443. North, 604. 503, 
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" or two, ond d plain obvious matter of feet." James 
replied that he doubted not the uprigliUiess of llieir 
moLives, though he knew that the suj^gestion came from 
an enemy: that it would be presumption in him, a luy- 
man, to enter the lists against professed theoloifians ; 
that he had not changed liis religious creed without a 
serious examination of the distinctive doctrines of tlie 
two churches, or a clear foresight of the sacrifices which 
that change would entail upon himself; and that to re- 
new the investigation wouldrequiremore leisure than he 
at that time possessed, and mare deep and continued at- 
tention than he could under existing circumstances com- 
mand. Tiie failure of the prelates and the importunity 
of the treasurer subdued the reluctance of Chailes, who 
at length mustered suiBcient courage to hint to James 
that his expatriation for a short time offeied the most 
probable means of mitigating the hostility of his enemies. 
The duke professed himself ready to submit to the royal 
will, but at the same time solicited two favours ; one an 
order in writing to quit the kingdom, that he might not 
appear to steal hke acoward from the content ; the other, 
a solemn promise that his rights should not be sacriliced 
in his absence to the pretensions of Monmouth, who, it 
was now reporfed, had provided four witnesses to 
establish, in the event of the king's death, a contract of 
marriage between his father and mother. The order „ 
was immediately givert in the form of a most atTectJonate 2g 
letter; and Charles, having assembled the council, j^ 
declared " in the presence of Almighty God that he had 3^ 
" iierer given or made any contract of marriage, nor was 
" ever married to any woman whatsoever but his wife 
" queen Catherine hen ng F s; he 

subscribed this de la a n mm d h 
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M»t duchess depirleJ llic next i[a\ foi Bius=els liis 
* fliu^hter Anne "is Ult under Ihe ciie of hci uncle, 
that it nii^ht not be Ea d that liei father meiiit to 
seduce her fiora the protest -uit woiship* 

The pail anient opined with a Molent alteication 
B respeciin^ the ihoice of a speaker Sejmour who had 
dispbaiged Ibe olfire m the la"!, was re eleited by the 
new h use of cotnmons Thii, however, actorded not 
\Filh (he designs of he lord treasurer aui) it was resolved 
that when, according to custom he should beg of tbe 
king lo be exiused, his prajer should be gianled but 
- Seymour, aware of the intention, omitted in his speech 
the usual di^iqualifying expressions, and merely stated 
that he Etooil tb^re to receive his majesty's approbation. 
The chancellor was disconcerted: Cbarles had raoro 
self-possession ; he whispered in the ear of that officer, 
who answered that Seymour was reserved for a difTerent 
employment, and that the commons must proceed lO a 

This affront to the speaker elect lias been represented 
as ihe oonseijuenco of a private quarrel between him and 
tbe lady Danhy. But it is scarcely credible that the 
treasurer. With an impeachment hanging over his head, 
would wantonly plunge into another quarrel with the 
house of eammons merely to gratify the resentment of 
his wife; and the subsequent proiieedings appear to 
show that the attempt was made iu cuiise<)uence of the 
secret understanding between him and some of the 
popular leaders. Tbe person whom he sought to substi- 
tute in the place of Seymour wos sir Thomos Meres, one 
of his most active and eloquent opponents in the lafe 
parliament; but the commons adhered to their first 

l)Aen iriil^pbed by Mr. Evae fruta Uie lall^ ia almncery. ObmvaUons on 
Fox, Apli. p SB. 

•JMiii»(M™rfn).l.530.M«.iB;.Blt. Drirjmrl«,H.3U. Bumrt, 
B.IM. ThedlHonnEDriheptriBtHls U <^Ur. Cclc[np.K.Ap|l.467— 
— "" ' ' " ■ ■ • ■■iBUBii.nncimnolufhls™- 
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Ji^i tNenurirs}, i. ^, liK. 
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choice ; and to tlieir |ietition, that the king would not Mar, 
invade their uuduubted cighl, an answer was veturned, '•■ 
bidding Ihem not to waste the time but to obey. They 12. 
requested him to reo-onsider their petition, and he pro- i''- 
rogued Ihe parliament for, tivo days. When the house 
Met again, Seymour was never mentioned : as if no dis- 
pute had previously existed, seijeant Gregory, on the jj. 
mution of loi'd Russell, seconded by lord Cavendish, was 
placed in the ehair, and the new speaker immediately 
received the approbation of the king. By this airange- 
ment Charles saved to the crown the right of refusing 
the person elected; and the commons took from the 
privy counsellors, by whom it had hitherto been exer- 
cised, the privilege of proposing the name of the speaker, 
and extended it to any member of the house *. 

Tlie moment the last parliament was prorogued, 
Montague, apprehensive of the royal resentment, had 
endeavoured to escape to the continent in disguise, but 
had been apprehended on suspicion at Dover, and com- 
pelled to give security that he would not quit the king- 
dom. Again, however, he absconded, till his eleciiuu 
for the borough of Huntingdon in the new parhament 
reinvested him with freedom from arrest, and plated 
him in a situation to resume the prosecution of Danbyi'. 
Fortunately for this purpose the lords had resuWed that 
" the dissolution of the last parliament did not alter the 
" state of the impeachments, brought up by the commons 
" in that parliament J," and the majority of the house 
were so irritated by the late contest respecting the 
speaker, that tiiey offered themselves to become the 
willing tools of his policy or malice. Charles saw, and 
sought to avert, the impending storm. Having com- 
pelled the treasurer to resign the staff, he called the two 
houses into tlie loya! presence, and informed them that, 
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whatever Danby liad done in the writing of the letters, 
or the inquiry ji to the | lot had been lone b 1 s e 
press order: tha ley we o eal I 1 sown t nd 
he was tlierefore bo 1 to s! eld 1 a t om 

punishment on 1 s account Tl e e le 1 leed 
other reusonij wl y 1 o si ouU excl le leeulf m tis 
counsels and pre e co but b re-pect t the offen es 
of which he had be n n pea bed a full pa do I ad 
already been granted h m a d that pa io I ould be 
renewed a donen mes f a d z enew Is should be 
found ncL-essary* 

If Charlts assumed o th s occas on de s ve a tone 
in favour of his late rainistei', it was not that he any 
longer looked upon him with fSelings of friendship and 
esteem. Fur some monCha the chief abject of Danby's 
proceedings had been his own preser^'aiion ; to bis ob- 
stinacy in the inquif^' into the plut the king attributed 
alt his present emi^arrassments ; and the duchess of 
Portsmouth, whose induslry had been quickened by & 
threat of impeachment, laboured by her suggestions to 
strengilien the alienation of the lujal mind'h. But a. 
sense of honour and justice (so it was pretended) forbade 
the monarch to aliow that the servant should suffer the 
penally of a tmnsaotion, in wiiich he bad done nothing 
more than obey the command of his master : though, if 
we believe Danby hitnseif, the king was actuated by 
andlher and more seiSsh motive; it was for the roya.1 
interest to prevent a trial, "^-icause atrial would probably 
lead to the exponure of the secret treaties between 
Charles and the king of France. Had it not been for 
this inconvenience, Danby would have refused the 
pardon : he wanted no shield for defence ; he vx'as ready 
to fight his enemies with such arms as innocence sup- 
plied J. However that may be, by the house the very 
mention of a pardon in bar of an impeachment was laken 

"" '»Tffla'jite)iL"t^'"'""' ' t DuDbj.lOMll- 
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Its a wroitfi: mid ftti insult. Having searcheil in vain for 
acopy of iliB insirument in the different public olfifies, 
Ihey inten'osated the lord clianeelloi ; and learned fi'um * 
liim that Danliy nSered tbe pai'don ready drawn lu the ' 
king, ivho immediately signed it, and urdered tlie person, 
who carried the bag, to affix. Ihe gi'eat seal in hia pre- 
Eeiice*. In the debate uhich fbUowed, Powle (iha 
reader will recollect that he was at the very time the 
secret pensionary of Barilion) called in bold and indig- 
nant Iangua);efbr the punishment of a perfldiouE minister. 
Danby, it was said, had brouglit tlie nation to the very 
brink of ruin : it was to bis merciinary policy .that Louis 
owed the' victories which made him master of Flanders, 
and to his arbitrary maxims that the last house of com- 
mons was indebted for the sharp and vituperatory an- 
swers which had been returned to its addresses. He had 
raised a standing army with the intention of defraying 
the charge for three years with French money ; he had 
drained ihe treasury to enrii'h himself, and to bribe 
others ; and lie had first concealed the plot, then tam- 
pered with Bedloe to pre\-ail on, him to abscond, and 
afterwards had spoken of Gates in terms of obloquy and 
contempt. The liiiig possessed, it was true, the power of 
pardoning, when Ae was the prosecutor : bnt, had he the 
same power when the prosecution proceeded from the 
bouse of commons? He could not deprive an injured 
individual of his remedy at law ; and by parity of reason- 
ing he could not take from the representatives of the 
nation their remedy against the national enemy. By the 
courtiers it was replieil, that the right of pardoning was 
vested in the crown ; that up to that day the exen-iseof 
such right had never been called in question; that, if 
any inconvenience were experienced, limitalions might 
be imposed by a prospective law, hut such limitations 
could not operate to liie prejudice of pardons already 
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passe 1 After a stormy debate the house resolved to 
repre e t to the k np; tl e ir egular ty a 1 Ve^al ty of 
tl e pardon w Ih tl e di „e o s co sequences of ) ardona 
in cases of impeachmei t b\ iLe c mmons of E gk d^; 
and at the same time to send a message to the lords, 
demanding that the accused might be sequestered from 
parliament, and committed to safe custody. The repre- 
sentation was not made ; but the votes of the house 
served to alai'm both the king,- who saw that by sup- 
potting the minister he had involved himself in a new 
contest respecting Lis prerogative, and the lords, who, 
that tliey might not seem to act from intimidation, or- 
dered in great haste the usher of the black rod lo take 
tlie earl of Dauby into custody, and then inansweito the 
message, replied (hat they had already of their own 
motion anticipated the wishes of the commons *. 
gg"'' To prevent the trial, now became the chiHf oliject of 
the court. Danhy, with the king's CDniiivance, had 
27. secretly taken refuge at Whitehall, while the lords passed 
a bill disabling him iVom holding office, or sitting in par- 
liament, to which was afterwards added a clause banish- 
April i"S ^'"^ f''"™ ^^^ kingdom. By the commons this bill 
1. was rejected on the first reading, and one of attainder 
substituted, jinless he should surri^nder himself Ibr trial 
against a certain day. This, however, in its progress 
through the upper house, was bysuccessive amendments 
converted into a bill of banishment, similar in its pro- 
4_ visions U> the former. The commons rejected the amend- 
_ ments ; conferences followed between the houses, and 
a' private meetings between the leaders of the parties ; the 
king's fi'iends, among whom, for reasons to he presently 
related, Shaftesbury now look a premirient part, offered 
to consent to additional severities, to the luss of the 
peerage, to the confiscation ot piopert} to any thing 
except a trial on the chart^e ot high treason ; but their 
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ailversBries were as eager to acquire, as the king was to April 
conceal, the knowledge of the secret negotiations with }^ 
France ; the iotda found themselTes compelled to ac- ' 
quiesce, and, as soon as the bill had passed both houses, 15. 
Danby surrendewd himself to the black rod. and was is, 
committed to the Tower. A few days later he put in his 
answer, in which, having complained of the generality ^^' 
and uncertainly of the aiticle^, he sutcessivelv denied 
them all; and then, tecitmg at large the paidon granted 
to him by the king, pleaded it m bar of the impeach- 
ment, and in diacharge of all the olfeiices of which 
he was accused *. 

The eagerness with which the populai leaders hunted 
down this unfortunate mmislei did not tause them to 
telax in then- pursuit of the supposed con^pKacj Tiie 
two houses still appeared to contend agamst each other 
in the race of orthodox} and loyally loforroeis and 
arMSts were multiplied; every prison in the metropolis 
was filled wilh the victims of perjury and suspicion; 
throughout the kingdom all catholics, not merely those 
of rank and influence, but artisans, seivants, and la- 
bourers, were summoned to take the oaths, or give 
security fot their behaviour ; every priest whom the 
officers could discover was committed fo take his trial on 
the charge of high treason ; and the king was harassed 
with addresses for rewards to informers i", for the ejection 
of papists from the inns of court, and for the removal 

• L. Jonrn. 476.479. 191. 196, 497. 605. 509, 010. 513, 5H. Sllj, 5S0, sai, 
837. C,jDurn.MMTb27,Ajp.l.7.ai2.14. ButDel, ii. IB?. Ken;<l;y, 

ooir 1od|te^ anA bi>aLded ut Ibe pnblic cburif^, Ihey ulao received Urmt 
sniDflOf moQev} BtdliAjla pjiriiaiiUr,tb«iewarclof50<V.brDmiBed[hitKa 
dLamveryof ihomuidHeiaof Gudfioy. tnlbe Ajipiidiii I aliiiU slvi. iha 
bllliut expcasBi delivrtre,! Id by thsie min i by OhUk «n Ills lltU, by 
Bedloe on Uie lalh of February. TbM bv Oswa smnnnWd M e78i, lU. Sj, 
tbu by Itnlliie tn 3131. WbeD Ihs reader hna perinKl llieiu, Ik will bi: st 
a Whs which to ndmiifl (he masL, tlie Linpiiden« of Uieau IjnpoAtwa, at the 
CKdnUtyuflhameu vhoaoDdeiwndedta be lUrirdaim. Oaiea cbnrged. 
1)h naliDn SOf. AiTBpnlauded muiuniptDf the Alnendiinc cojiyorthB 
Bdptna^fut. wliich I10 allegT*d rbnt ha bad glren to the ]e£UitB En order 1q 
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from fiiuploymenl of all protestants who sutTered any of 
theij- children to be wlucated in the calholLo liiith. Bolh 
Lull seii again declared lliat there had existed, n.n(t did 
exist, a horrid and treasonable conspiracy, eonlriviid by 
those of the popish reli^'io:!, fur tl>e murdering of the 
kin^r, the subverting of prolestantistn, and the ruin of 
Uie ancient government of the kingdom ; aad, the mora 
to intiame the passions of the people, it was ordered that 
tin's vote should be prefixed to the public form of prayer 
appointed to be read on the day of the national fast. So 
general, indeed, was the infatuation, so violent were the 
antipathies ol those vho partook of it, that even the few 
who doubted or disbelieved the existence of the plot, con- 
cluded " that it must ofnecessity be pursued as if it were 
true, whether it were so or not ; and that, without the 
king's uniting with his people on Ibis point, he would 
never grow into ease at home, or consideration abroad *, 
The articles of impeachment a^inst the catholic peers 
in the Tower were at length ^rwarded by the hands of 
lonl Russell to the house of lords. This instrument 
'L' charged ihem.that, in union with cardinal Howard, the 
provincial of the Jesuits, and a number of persons, whose 
names were mentioned, they bad conspired to imprison, 
(lepo^, and murdet the king, and to reduce the kingdom 
iiuder the tyranny of the pope ; and that fur this purpose 
they hail employed persons to take his majesty's life, 
had provided men aa'\ arms, bad corresponded with other 
onspiraturs beyond the sea, had accepted comiiiisaiotis 
from the pope, hail caused their priests to administer 
.'Oa'hs of secrecy, and had incited their adlierents to 
W. assassinate sir Edmondliury Gudfrey, The bid Petre 
pleaded at once that he was not guilty ; the others that 
tliey could not be expected to onswer acharge so general 
and uncertain, which specified neither the times when, 
nor the places where, the offences were supposed to he 
committed, and whidi consequently, by keeping them in 
ignoraiu-e, disabled them from providing witnesses, or 
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preparing their defence. That ihore was much reason 
ID this ulijcction, can harcliy he denied : hut the cum- 
mons pronounced it an evagjun, anil resiulvml io demand 
ju(l)pnant against the four to rdg- unless they put in a 
diHereut answer. Thev deemed it prudent Io jield, and, ^',''' 
saving to themselves the benefit of exeepliun to the 
^nui-ality, unoertainty, and Insutficiency of the articles, 
severally pleadeil not guilly *. 

On the [ii'eceding day liad been trieil, under a special 21. 
com miss ion. and at the I'equest of the houi^e of commons, 
Nathaniel Reading, a protestant barrister, once secretary 
to Ma-isaniello in the celebrated insurrection at Naples, 
but now practising the law in London. He was ac- 
quainted wilji Bodloe, had often fiiven hira the bsneftt of 
his iidvire, and occasionally supplied him with money. 
In Trinity term be had been einphiyed in procuring the 
discharge on bail of several smon^ the prisoners on 
account of.tlie plot, and after the dissolution bad been 
consulted on the name subject by some of the lords in 
the Tower. In a pmate conversation between Reading 
and Bedloe it was suggested (but fVom whicli of the two 
the suj^stion originated is uncertain) tliat, in cons.dera- 
lion of an adequate reward, the informer might pare 
donn the evidence which he had already given, so as to 
vender it insufficient to convict the accused of treason. 
For this purpose, Reading, with llie concurrence of 
Bedloe. wrote out an amended form of testimony to 
he produced on the trial, took It with tbem to tbe Tower, 
and on his return delivered it to his associate. But tliat 



e had previously heirayed him to the ci 
of inquiry: witnesses liad been concealed to overhear 
their discourse, and the iiaper in hi^ writing was in- 
stantly, but secretly, transferred to the custody of a third 
person t. The fact could not be denied. Reading sought 

• a Jonm. Ann. 3 S3. I.. Joi.ru, 3l)0. 517- S21- SiS MJ. 
t Thi. BMoiiut U uk™ ilum l\w ^vultoou »l llw nkl . bui Kending, 
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to extenuate the offence by pi'otestinj; that the first pro- 
posal came from liis accuser, and that he joined in it lor 
no oiherpui'posolhan to prevent the aherldin^'ufinnoceiit 
blood. He was Benleuteil to stand in the pillory, to iiay a 
fineof lUOU/., and to suR'eraj'ear'Bimpi-isonniont. Much 
appeared on the trial to expose the profligate character 
of Bedloa, but the punishment of the pillory disabled 
Reading from bein^ afterwai'ds produced as a witness lo 
depose to his frauds and peijuiies Fortunately for 
the three lords, Powis, Stafford and Petre th^j had re 
fused to send money, or to give any wiitlen pr>m se to 
the informer: yet in the public mind the conn tion of 
Reading created a strong presumption against them 
accompanied with a persuasion tliat the attempt must 
have proceeded from their con«uousnes« of gudt It 
must he confessed that in ordinary times, when justice 
i^j fah'ly administered, such an inrerance is obvious ; but 
it is not warranted in cases where innocence can affoi'd 
CD protection against the perjuries of witnesses and the 
prejudices of the court and jury. The accused ibresaw 
that, if Bedloe were permitted to give his evidence, their 
lives would be sacrificed ; it Is no wonder, then, if they 
were willing to purchase his silence with money, the only 
object which he sought by becoming an informer '. 
Ever since the short prorogation the king had been 

cent men, but his aesignoraccnaingtbequwn.annlnuJie lisii Inleade'l 
ta dlBcIosfl it to the blav, when, w pcerffut him, Itertloe nnd his acoomiilleeB 
ehatK^d him lUuly n? uiB cjime fu irhloh hs liad been cditcCeiDQarT und 
punisJied! irhfeh pimuhTiwDt lie miglit have eBcnpeil if lie wanld ItHTD 
tunlef ialbrmet a^i^at the luDocent : wheiebre he pmyed that he aiiEfbt 

Jom4, 1B?9. muhtaBrtitioBiHimBwerwa) returned, Fr™ » «ij,)r°of 
IhsnHitlDiiinlhehnna-wrlUDXoClordnsaiuiitSMfibcd.iuiiirin puueBoan 
anardaumnd. 

•■SlslB rrtnl),-vll.a59-3lo: InnnanerlotliaqueallonBpat by Rending, 
Bi'dlue 'ae cDmpelled la aokneilei^KU ^It lie bad ialended, nod e'en 

maintained, wita coretPilbj Ibe kbig'e parduu. Ho cODreiHMl also ihnthe 
bad been^ntjofpeijuryan Ihetltal uF WliUbtend, in sivenHiiit Ibat be 

tlie pereua^on uF Ri-ndlnq. TJie liiet waa, he neaat qowta appear as a 
vrilara at the aecond trial of Wbitbread, and iuented (his answer as an 
eicuse for tba eoDlradledon wliicb would then appear in his leitimenv, 
Ibld.£7l,291,3»139S. 
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occupied in devisius and arranging a most impnrtnnt 
cliange in the administration of tlie government. The 
exile of his brother and the disgriipo of Danby had left 
him without an advisee to ivliom he dared unbosom 
himself with freedom and confidence. He bad sent fot 
Tera|>le from the Hague to succeed Coventry as secre- 
tary of slate. But Temple feared ihe responsibility of 
such an ofitce in the excited slate of the pulilic mltid, 
and su^j^ested to the king !o govern for the futine wiib- 
oui a prime minister, or cabinet council, or committee 
for foreign afiitirs ; to dissolie the present council of 
State,ooDsistingofft(ty members, as bein<£ loo numerous 
foriecrecyor dei^paich; to establish in its place a netv 
council of thirty individuals, to whom ail public aSkirs 
should he referred, ami by whose opinion thi' proceed- 
inp of government should be regulat^l ; to give a place 
in this council to (ttleen officers of stale in virtue of tlieir 
respe<!tive employments; to select ilie other Htteen'from 
the popular leaders iu the two houses ; and to take care 
tbat the aonuat income of the thirty counsellors should 
amount to 3(1(1,0(10^. tliat it might bear some proportion 
to that of thg house of commons which was estimated 
at 4UO,iiOUi. It was expected that the following beaetltB 
would lie deri\-ed. fioni this instiluliuni 1. the delei-- 
mined hostility of Ibe popular party would in all proba- 
hilily he neutralized by the itifusion of ibelr leaders into 
the new oouncjl 3 in the oient of a rupture between 
the house of commons and the court ii e auihoricy of 
the fir^t would be bila ice 1 b) the cunlraiy aulboiiij of 
a bo ly almost eq lal m point of piO( eiiy for it was 
a Buraed as a jioht cal axi m that intlie ce always 
accompanies propirtv 3 and the km, would be still 
aeture of Ihe ascendancy in tie co ncl heiause lie 
might at all times comnanl the voles of the flftpen 
officers of state who depe ded on his pleaauf foi the 
pjs'session of thtir rcspeitt e emplojments* 

Wbei this had been leternined nilli Temple Chailen 

vol HI 10 "'" 
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called in tho lord ciiancellor, t!ie earl of Sunderland, who 
had succeeded Williamson as second secreiary of state, 
and the earl of Essex, who by the intecosl of Monmouth 
had beoii placed at the head of the treasury. The Srst 
difficulty in the nominatiuD of the new counsellors arose 
from the mention of lord Halifax, To hinj the king 
expressed the strongest dislike; nor was his consent 
extorted without repeated and most earnest entreaties. 
Immediatelj', to their surprise, he himself proposed tho 
lord Shaftesbury, alleging, as the reason, that Shaftes- 
bury had it in his power to be still more mischievous 
than Halifax; and, *hen they objected that he would 
never be content to sit down as one among thirty, 
replied that he should be president of the council*. 
Temple was silenced by tlie authority of the king and 
the approbation of his three colleagues, and the new 

^P'd council was instituted, containing, besides the oGicers of 
state, two lords from each rank in the peerage, the 
dukes of Albemarle and Neivcastle, the marquesses of 
Winchester and Worcester, the earls of Salisbury and 
Bridgewater, the viscounts Falr.onberg and Halifax, 
and the lords Robartes and HoUea; and in addition 
to Temple himself the lords Russell and Cavendish, 
with Sej'mour, the late speaker, and^Powle, from the 

21. house of commons ■!■. Charles deemed the event of 
sutficient importance to announce it in, a set speech to 
both houses of parliament. In the city and the country 
the intelligence excited the most tumultuous joy, 
which was testiHed by bonfires, and the usual mani- 
festations of national triumph ; and in Holland and 

* Temple doe? not ntlempttn qKOUnt Ten- this choice on tbo pjirt ft lllu 
kln^; pi!rb'i|!B It may be e:i]iiri[DeU by the ifpidrk of JHmtt, tbat "Iih 
^'thoiivbt to hepn sbiitlrt^ry frotn ilnina him hati by keeping tilm La 
■■ hie »«i.lcB." .n.nife (Memoirs),!. 658. 

-t s-e tMt nunes nod otilces In (;outt«iny'i Mem. of Temple, iL 3». 
Of llie olBcore of alaB. ShslHoiitHlIJ uiMHieiit of-jhe eoUncil. Moiioioi.lh 
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Flandeis it ms hiilBii aalholiiibini^i of a reconciliation 
between the kii! j anil I11& people, whioh nould enubls 
England ta oppose an efTeitual baiiier lo tlie ambitious 
pro] eots still attributed to the kiig of Fiance Iheie 
were, however, nnny who Irwked on it wifh verj dif 
ferent feelings The catholics anticipated the aggra 
vat ion of their present miaenos the moat loyil of the 
old CAvaheia believed that the king had deli\ered him 
sell hound and n'agged into the hands of his enemies, 
and the duke of Yoik fiom BiqsmIs toielold tho 
dowTifail of the montrehj', 01 the honors of a second 
cnil war But, what created unnersal surprise, was 
the an of sullen indifference with which the announce- 
raent wjs leeeived by the house of commons The other 
le iderh thought themseUes entitled to a seat in the new 
council a.s much as their colleagues. They declared that 
they did not understand the measure : it was probably 
an urtirice of the court to lull them Into a fatal security ; 
it would ha advisabie to suspend their judgment till time 
had shown in what manner the new system would work. 
It soon appeared that Capel. Cavendish, and Powle, by 
then- greater mo tie ration, had forfeited the confidence of 
the house : lord Russell, wbo continued to speak with his 
usual warmth, alone retained his fbrmer influence*. 

The alteration had certainly been wrung from tlie king 
by the. necessity of his situation. But though he was 
propared'to make- the most painful sacrifices lor the pur- 
pose of appeasing the jealousies of tlie nation, lie had re- 
solved to be, and to show that he would be, the master. 
One of the first measures recommended by the new 
counsellors, was la weed out of office, and In particular 
out of the courts of law, and the commission of lieuten- 
ancy and the peace, all persons suspected of a secret 
leaning to popery. A new board of admiralty was 

•TeinpIe.ll.49T.556. C. Jnurn. A]i|>.21. L. Jouiii. r>3<l. Siilr>iiip1«, 
91(!,an. "Tlitfg«iili»ttiol« before in tlie pBUem of linih houBos. most , 
" u! iWeiB began to lao» their credil nlih bolh ; ec ' — -■ - ■'— '- "~ 
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ry together." Reresby, S9. Sfdney'i 
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already appointed, four of the twelve judges were dis- 
placed, when Clmries peisuaded himself that llie real 
object was Ui remove from powet all tlw real friKiids of 
tho crown. He took hie seat at llie board, calltd for the 
rolls, and, wherever he found the tianie of a " b.id mazi 
to be removed," assigned in his favour some reason so 
very ludiccouB aai inappropriate, as to eonvince the 
council that lie came there not to argue the question, 
but to be obeyed. Tiiis policy succeeded ; and afier a 
few meetings the attempt was abandoned*. 

The unexpected elevation of Shaftesbury had in- 
creased Ilia power without miti[Eating his liostilily. It 
was supposed bj his adherents Jhat he owed his good for- 
tune lo the faiour of Monmouth, and thai the couusels 
of Monmouth had now (hat weight with the sovereign 
which report hud formeily attributed lo those of ihe 
duke of \ork Hence the agitalor>had- little difficulty 
In persuading the popular party tliat Charles was not 
uniMlhniT to roncede the eicluEion of his brother, but 
that he would rather have it appear to be exloi led from 
liiio by the importunity of the house', than to be offered 
j^pfil spontaneously by himself 1'. Tbeplaiiof proteedint; was 
26. arranged with Shaftesbury's usual ingeriuity. A report 
from one of the ootnmiltees informed the house of a re- 
cent attempt of the papists to burn the capital by setting 
fire to a press in one of the houses in Fettef' lane $. It 
was immediately contended that these eternal enemies 

• T«iii!pK B57- North.77. "Hfilbudd soniB JMiiUiiB^MKitolrtMni 
"•land: n> lliathK u'm ijdoiI cockn, nurlurtft^d huntinu. kepi ni^nid 

t A ivn'iut nnld oMill^UEda'aiBluWid'licetilDdanaUsMlln-io'tlH 
MTU. by nne SiubbBtwIio ha^ pudnTou>^-iti.|iBT«A!i'lm. Ht.dtiHd |in>^ 
miiMheraiumidKtSJ. giuhl^ enifoswl Uiu b> hnd Ii»d 1<if<> by 
Giir.ml, hfi TonleiiB*. "ho »t.l tliM li am on •>». »ll.l |.t.miHed litm ml 
vvnti oiltof tb. ■nouieilvUn.^nu <a llio cliiicchi fm .dd«l ll.a^ ih-q 



uDflngnlUiu Willi Hk liiillii, llnil llie R 

IHOdmpH'HItlt 



Irish. UDd Prmub |9Hiisis ■«. IniariDn Kould Ohid H-UlFEr amiy. nnd thai 
tha king uT Fmocs-hiidtix^UiuuHiidineiiHiiily.ieliaid'tDUwitntriiA' 
BDDB, C. Jonnl. Arp ^ Tlii< Bbtunl uleieiv^ iu-mifiOie'tur tha 
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of protestantism had not abandoned their Hagitioiis do- 
signs, though so many of Iheir agents had been convicted 
and eneeuwd ; that the life of the king was daily in llie 
moat imminent danger; and that liia fdll would be 
inevitaiily followed by the contlagiation of the city, the 
massacre of the orthodox inhabitants, and the asi^end' 
ancy of popery and. arbitrary power. At the same time 
information was conveyed to the committee of secrecy, 
that several bodies of French troops had been ordered to 
march to the coast, to be placed under the command of 
the duke of York, for the purpose of making a descent 
in England ; and, when the minds of the members were 
sufficiently e!£cited by, these reports and harangees, votes 
were moved and carried to provide means for the secu- 
rity of -the royal person and of the proteatant religion ; 
to address the king for the revocation of nil licenses 
granted to papists to reside in the capital ; to order for 
execution Pickering, who had obtained a respite, and all 
priests who had been convicted of having exercised their 
functions within the realm; to send by iho lord Russell April 
to the house of lords for their concurrence a. resolution 37. 
that "the duke of York's being a papist and the hope of 
" his coming to the crown had giv^n the greatest coun- 
" tenance and encouragement to the conspiracies and 
" designs of the papists :" and to prepare for, the infor- 
mation of the bouse an abstract of all the evidence which 
tended in any manner to affect that prince*. Charles, 
aware of the real object of these votes, tliought it time 
to interfere, and to moderate by' concession the violence 
of the parly. Ho proposed in the council to enact that, 
in the ovont of a catholic succeeding to the throne, all 
presentations to church livings should be taken from ' 
him and vested in pnitc-stant trustees ; that the parlia- 
ment in existence at the time of the last king's demise 
should continue to sit, or, if none were then sitting, the 

vl, lli«l. iv. Ilia. Al^. 
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latest parliament that eat sliould re -assenjlile; and that 
lit) jinl(fes, 110 members of the i:ouii('!i. no lo id- lieu fen an is 
or their deputies, and no officers of ihe navy should he 
appointed or displaced hiit hy anthorit}' of parliament. 
Shaftesbury declared auainat suuh expedients ; Ihey were 
an. attempt to bind' Sarason with withea; they were 
shackles from which any kinp; might disenqoge'himself 

April nithout difficulty. But the majority of his coHeaguts 
*"• expieESed, their approbation, am! the cUancellyr in the 
piesence of (lie king laid the plan before the two 
houses*. The loi'ds returned an address of thanks: 
Ihe commons passed to the order of the duy, and attended 
to the rejKirt of the committee, appointed to search for 

May evidence against the duke. It. stated on the aulhiirity 
II. of Coleman's letters that he had roiTesponded with the 
|)ope ; (hat his llrst communication was lost on the way ; 
that the second drew tears of joy from the ]>ontiff ; and 
that in the third he exinised I be consent which he had 
given to the marria>^ of his daughter with the jirolest- 
ant prince of Orange. This report provoked an order 
to prepave a bill for his exclusion from tlte English 
throne, and a vote that the membei's would stand by his 
majesty with their livSs and fortunes, and " if he should 
come hy a, violent death, would revenge his death to the 
utmost upon the papists 'h." 
j5_ The bill of exclusion provided that, whereas Ihe 
emissaries, priests, and agents of the pope had seduced 
James duke of York to the communion of the church of 
Rome, and prevailed on him to. enter into negotialions 
wiih the pope and his nuncios, and to advance the 
power and greatness of the French king, to the end 
that by the descent of the crown upon a piipist, and by 
foreign alliances, they might he able to succeed in their 
tricked designs, Ihe said James should he int^apahl^ of 

TMnple.iLSOl. Jnmo (llemalK),G4e. L. Irmm, MT. C. .Iduri. 
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iiilieriting the crowns of England and Ireland ; that, on 
tUe demise of his niitjesty ivir.hoiit lieits of his body. Ills 
dominions should diiviili e, as if the duke of York were 
also dead, on that pei'son next in succession, who bad 
always professed the pfotestant religion established by 
lam; that if the duke of York, who was thea- in foreign 
parts, shoitld ever return rata tliese ilominions, he should 
be. ami was thereby attainted of high treason; and that 
if any one, during the king's life or aftorwardsj should 
aW or counsel the said duke, or should correspond with 
hiro either within or without the realm, or endeavour his 
return, or pronounce him the lawful heir, every such 
jierson bo offending should he adjudged guilly of high 
treason *. 

In support of this measure it was argued, 1. that the 
legislative power residing in the parliament was eniire 
and supreme, extending to all matters of policy, and un- 
controllable by former enactments : whence it followed 
that the present, parliament was as capahle of revising, 
modifying, repealing laws, and consequently of regulat- 
ing the succession to the crown, us any preceding; par- 
liament hy which that succession had been established ; 

2. that the great end of government was the common 
welfare, and that it was tlierefore the duty of parliament 
to exclude the dulie of York, if it could be shown that 
such exclusion was necessary to the safety of the nation ; 

3. that the great inducement ta the papists to attempt 
the assasstnatiiHi of the king, (he contlagraiion of the 
capital, and the destructionof the protestant religion, was 
Ihe knowledge that the duke was the next heir to tlie 
crown ; which inducement, and. with it the dangers 
which it threatened, would hy that bill he lalien away ; 

4. that the presejTaiion of the proieslanC religion, re- 
quired the exclusion of a prince who would deem himself 
bound in consdence to labour f^r ils subversion ; 3. that 
lie had in fact disabled himself i for the king by law was 
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head of tlie churoli; and the duke could not take upon 
himself to be that hemJ, because he professed to believe " 
that the supremacy resided in the pope. 

Tlie duke's advocates replied, 1. that there were cer- 
tain fundamental laws Buchis Inelm of MB!;iiaChaitB, 
and the law of sueceaaion whioli no parliament was 
competent to alter 2 that Ihe houses had no light to 
commit injustice the crown was the inheiitance of the 
duke ; it belonged to him as ti ulv is the inheritance of 
an entailed estate bBlongtd to the next in the entail ; 
that to depn\e him of it was to p niah and to punish 
without ehoige or trial was coiitiary tu justice 1 that 
the dangers to the proteatant leligion anticipated from 
the government of the Juke wuie not necessarily con- 
nected with the auBceasion beLiuse thev might be 
obviated by the adoption of the e^pediLiits nhich the 
king had suggested 4 that the exclusion itself pre- 
sonleddangersof a \en foimidable natuio the Scottish 
would not submit to the dictation of the English pailia- 
ment : James would still succeed to the crown of 
Scotland; he was a brave and persevering prince; he 
would undoubtedly claim his right by force of arms ; he 
would find a strong party within the realm, and power- 
ful aid from without; and, if he were to obtain the 
crown by conqneat, the proteatant religion would be 
exposed t« greater danger, than if he should succeed in 
the proper coursie, aDd under the limitations which had 
May been recommended from the throne *. The great strug- 
21. gle between the parties was reserved for the second 
reading, preparatory lo which the committee of secrecy 
made its report. Out of the immense mass of papers 
seized in consequence of the plot, sixty-four letters had 
been selected: extracts from these, or the substance of 



•C.Ionrn.MiiT 15,31. Bumei. it 203. Rfreiby, M, 9]. Port. Hist. 
1131.11^6. "Twaila;! ntlec tli.- comDiiltnl i.f Uie bni." sa; i Rni-Eby, 



dh, Google 



A.D, lera.] right of bishops to VOTE. 193 

certain passages in them, were collected undei; separato 
heads; and tliis collection was read ia the houEc as 
satisfactory proof of the dangerous designs atlribuled to 
the duke. A. division followed, and the bill was passed 
by a majority of seven ty-niue.* 

This result cast a deep gloom over the cause of the 
dulie of York; but his adversaries forfeited by Iheit 
imprudence the benefit of their victory. They pursued 
too many objects at once ; they were embarrasiied and 
letarded by the necessity of dividing their altention, 
which was incessantly called from the bill of exclusion 
to the impeachment of Danby and the catholic lords, 
and to the angry disputes which speedily grew out of. 
those impeachments. 1. The commons, with the speaker yiay 
at their head, proceeded in a body to the house of lords, 3, 
and demanded judgment against the earl of Danby ; but 6. 
the lords, on his petilion, assigned to him a day to show 
with the aid of counsel the validity of his pardon, and 
the commons, in a moment of irritation, passed a vote, g^ 
that if any commoner, wiljiout the pei-mission of their 
house, should speak in support of that pardon, he shoiild 
be accounted a betrayer of the liberties of EnglL^hmen. 
a. It was obsei ved that, in all questions connected with 
the impeachment of Danby, the crown, with the aid of 
the prelates, could rely on a majority in the house of 
lords; and to depiive it of that majority, the new doc- 
trine was set forth, that the bishops had no right to sit 
and vote on the trials of peers in capital cases. Its 
advocates maintained that <he prelates, though lords uf 
parliament, were not the peers or equals of the temporal 
brds, for the following reasons : 1. they sate in parliament 
only as the actual possessors of certain ecclesiastical 

• A ram wiaient (0 ths iDids, and Hnsin-Bnla tlie iu>necti<>n ffni J>n\<- 
olDjplil'taurBeligii.iiiijri I.ilmrti.> Siiily luW opi'u nn.L 
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benefices : they did not come there by inheritance ; nei- 
tber could they transmit their seats to their descend- 
ants: 2. there was no instance of a bishop since the 
Reformation having been tried by the boose of lunls : 
all such trials had been by a jury of conimonefs : com- 
moners were then their peers, and of course they could 
not be the peers of the temporal loi'da ; 3. it was ad- 
mitted that they never voted on judgment of death : 
now the final judgment often depends on the prelimiuaiy 
proceedings, whence it followed that thev ought not to 
vote on such prelimiiiary proceedings It vas answeied 
that in the ancient rolls of paihament, the spiritual lords 
vare styled peers of the realm no teas than the t<.mpoial 
lords: the only difference admitted between them was, 
that in one case the peerage was personal and trans- 
mitted by succession to the benefice, in the othei 
hereditary and transmitted to the heirs of the bodj , 
and that if they had not voted in cases of blaod it » as 
not because they had no right in law, but because in 
conformity with the canons of the eliuich ihey had 
May waived their claim. The loids decided that the hishopB 

'^ had a right " to stay in court m capital cases till judg 
" ment of death came to be pionounced " that is ' till 
" thequestionof guilty or not guilty were put" That this 
decision was in strict accoidance with the constitution, 
cannot be doubted; but its piopriety was questioned by 
the commons*; pamphlets of the most delamitoiy 
description were published, and the chief amoni{ the 

JB, prelates expressed a wish to abandon the tontist When 
orders were given for the trial of the lords in the 
Tower, they asked leave to wilhdiaw after the usual 
protestation: but the king insisted that they shovikl at 
least be prei^ent and vote at the trial of the i alidity of 
Danby's pardon. His prerogative, he obaeiied, -nai. at 

• L, Joiirn. 670. 573. II waj !o tonEiraiit^ vUh tlw elwenlh of the 
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Th itemi fa f Sh (te I ry t re t m! rras t 
and CO fus th gh th a^ y f J adh fa m th 
house of commons, provoked a, Buspicion m hia goI- 
leagjies of the ooancil, even tiiosa of his own party, that 
hia real object was to place himself, with Monmouth, 
whom he governed, at the head of the administralion. He 
hail now brought into play a new engine, the secret com- 
mittee of the house of commons, which in ifa endeavour 
to affix the charge ol' bribery and cotruplion on the late 
treasurer, had traced the annual payment of numerous 
sums under the denomination of the king's bounty, and 
of secret service money, to several members of the late 
parliament. The intermediate agenfa were Bertie, an 
officBr in the excise, and Fox, tieasurer of the navy, 23. 
The iii'st refused fo answer the committee without the 
royai pertni^ion ; the second, a member of the house, 
wa» oidered to proceed to Whitehall in the custody of 
three of his eoUeaguea, and to bring hack to the house 
his books, notes, and acquittances. But the kin;^ did 
not sit down tamely under the insult; they had come to ' 

search \m palace without his permission, and the lord 
chamberlain by his order commanded them in courteous 
but peremptory language to withdraw without the ex- 
pected prize. On their return a list of the members of 
the last parliament was put into the hands of Fox : he 
was asked to which uf those persons he had ever paid 
any sum of money, and he named seven and-iwenty 
individuals, many oi' whom immediately rose, and de- 
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clai'ed that tbeir pensions had been grunted to theni in 

exchange for utHues or beneficial ioterests wblcli (hey 

May bad lesigned to tbe king. The house resumed the aiit)- 

O- ject the next raoriiinR, and. having ordered tbe attend- 
BDce of witiiesses, adjourned the debaie for tbree daya'. 
Knuugli had occurred to eouvinee the Itina; that con- 
cession served only to inflame tbe hopes, and embolden 
tbe efforts of Shaftesburj' end his adherents. Ho already 
tliought of a prorogation to prevent tl^e proseeuliou 'f 
this new inquiry, when he reiieived advice that an ad- 
dress of thanks to the commons was circulated for si);- 
natui'e in the city, and that a recaonstrance of a most 
inflammatory tendency Was already prepared in one of 
the committees. His resolution was instantly fco'nied ; 
that the document might not be made public he eon- 

ar. oealed his purpose (him the council ; and, sending unex- 
pectedly for the CO m p ued tbe parliament for 
the term often k 1 w udden and unforeseen 
■ stroke to the pop 1 p y A first- they stood mute 
with astonishm ( w ules they ffavo vent to 
their indignatio a d S f b ry declared, before he 
left the house, hi f the measure should 
pay for tbeir pre mp nw h heir beads t. 

There remains, however, to he noticed, whathaa since 
proved tlie most impoi'tant event of this session. Tbe 
writ of habeas corpus had been provided by tbe cominon 
law 8$ a remedy against illegal imprisonment,' but tbe 
beneAts which it promised were grailually iinpaired end 
reduced by tbe ingenuity of lawyers, and the oppression 
of men in power. The judges assumed the right of 
granting or refusing the writ at discretion ; the sheriffs 
.and keepers invented pretests to elude obedience ; and 
the privy council hesiteied not to send an obnoxious 
individual into some of the king's foreign dommions, 
and conscquenlly beyond the jurisdiction of the courts. 
These abuses bad been IVequently exposed and lamented ; 

•C. Joum. MayB3,2*. Pari. Hisi.iv. 1136— ll«. 
t L. Joiuu. niii. l»j. Temple, 11. SM. lUn'i>b;,9& 
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nnd in almost every session of pailiament, after the 
ml ministration of loid Ciarendcn, attempts to remove 
tliem had been made : but bill after bill was lost, fra- 
quenlty by the marked opposition of tbe court, frequently 
in consequence of dissensions between the houses, and 
of successive prort^ations. jfit passed in tbe last ses- 
sion, it is chieHy to the exertions of Slmftesbury that 
vie are indebted for the benefit : a benefit so indispen- 
sable for the security of personal libei'ty, that it may be 
thought to atone for much that wis unjust and disgrace- 
ful in the cateer of that celebrated stittesman. Its suc- 
cess depended on the result of a conference between the 
two houses: they fortunately agi'eed; and the king, 
who waited the return of the managers, gave the royal 
assent to the bill immediately before the prorogation. It 
made the granting of the writ, and the acceptance of 
bail ibr offences bailable by law, imperative on the chan- 
cellor and the judf^s even during the time of vacation ; 
it took away all pretexts of disobedience on the |iart of 
officers holding persons in custody ; it provided &r the 
speedy trial or discharge of prisoners committed for 
felony or treason ; and it abolished the practice of send- 
ing persons out of the country, and consequenily out of 
the jurisdiction of the courts, by making such expatria- 
tion an offence subject to the moat rigorous penalties, 
and reuderiug the offender incapable of receiving pai-don 
from the soveieign. Still (so powerful was the influ- 
ence of pregudice) care was taken to ex 1 d II pe n 
imprisoned in consequence of the plot f m tl b fit 
of the act, by limiting its operation to s h mm m t« 
as should Jake place atier the first day f th m th f 

But from England our attention 1! I t 

Scotland, whicli was still the theatre fill 
gious dissension. The covenanters, particularly in the 
western counties, continued to defy the authority of the 

• Patl. Hist Iv. fiei. 1U9. Stat. 31 Car. II, 0. 2. By Ihe 6S of Gfo. 
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law ; their obstiaacy, partly thi'ougii motives of iiilerest, 
parlly llicough oltachraent to the kiik, was counte- 
nanced and Euppoi'ldl by tlie lordii, who prolessed them- 
Bolves enemiea lo Lauderdale : and the resislance of the 
people provoked the fiovernmeiit lo acts of vigour, 
which, if all that is felated of them be trufe, hetrayed 
an e(|Ual disregai'd both of the rights of (he subject and 
the claims of humanity. Yet the historian who seeks 
to review these transactions with impirlialily will ge 
nerally And himself at a losa to determine what he 
ought to believe, and what to reject On the one hand, 
the accusers are personal enemies, or men actuated by 
the wildest and most implacable fanadcism, on the 
other the tfial of Mitchell diseloaed, on the part of Lau- 
derdale and his associates, a scene of prevarication and 
depravity which hiclines the mind to give credit to what' 
ever may be alleged to their prejudice. Mitchell, the 
reader will recollect, was the man who made the attempt 
on the life of archbishop Sharp. For some years he 
wandered through Holland and En(?lttnd : at length he 
returned to Eilinburgh, married, and rented a small 
shop underneath the very lodging of that prelate. It 
happened one day that the eyes of Sharp met those of 
Mitchell; he thought that he recognised the features of 
the assassin ; tile object of his suspicion was appre- 
hended, and on the person of the prisoner were found a 
small sword, and a pistol loaded with three bullets. At 
first he denied the charge; but having, in a private 
1 674. conference, received from Rothes, the chancellor, a 
Fell, promise of life, be repeatedly acknowledged his gviilt in 
' ■ pi'osence of the council. When, however, he under- 
stood that it was still intended to punish him with the 
amputation of his hand and imprisonment for life, he 
"i^' revoked his cunfession; and the council in return, by 
an act entered in their register, revoked their promise*. 
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The lord adrocate accordingly indicted llie prisoner; 
but whether it was that he distrusted llie force of his 
pi'oofs, or that he yielded to the desire of Sharp, who 
refused to prosecute unto death he de-eted the diet* 
and Mitchell remained three yej.rs a prisoner in the 
Bass. In 1677 he was aa;un summoned befure the 
council, interrogated as to his participation in the rising 
on the Pentland hills, and sub)ei-ted to the tortui'e of one 
leg in the boot f. He persisted in his refusal to answer, 
and was again remanded. But the arobbishop had to 1677. 
fear for his life from the fanaticism of others as well ^as J""* 
of Mitchell, There were many, who believed that they 
had a clear call from Goil to execute the jiisti<:e of the 
Lord on the traitor, who for so many years had wrung 
his hanils in the blood of the saints ; " the Judas who 
" sold the kirk of Christ for an annual rent of aO.OflO Nov. 
"marks J," It was probably to intimidate such reli- 
gionists that the council ordered the advocate -general 
to prosecute Mitchell for his original otfenee of attempt- 
ing the life of the archbishop. , By the court of justi- j""' 
ciary (wo questions were previously decided, that a g. 
confession befoie the council could not be withdrawn, 
because it was not extrajudicial, and that if any promise 
were made to induce the accused to confess, that promise 
must be fulfilled, because the benefit of the contract 
was not to be taken without payment of the considera- 
tion. The jury found, on his confession, that he wus lo. 
guilty of the offence, and on- the testimony of Lau- 
derdale, the archbishop, the lord ohuncellor, and Hattun, 
that no assurance of life had been giren. Mitchell 
received judgment, and died, justifying the attempt fur 18. 

■■ IBHIB. Thsrefim. tlie lords comniiMioiier. , ... do fieclnfe lllal llLTr bib 



P0BS«3sl4D. Sunt ocreEe hie equuki genus cniddlaBimun 
Als qui torquetur, orcUaaime natrlnguuDtuT, quDailuB^ai 

■ ■■ -isloMdi. 80 Jm. 1611 OraciftBBLorBm t< 
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which lie suffbred, from the pommanil of Moses to put 
to death tlie false prophet, whu ahuuid luiii the people 
from the worsliip of the Lurti God *. 

lliis execution, instead of diffusing a salutary terfor, 
acted as a stimulus to revenge. Jt taught (lie people to 
look on the four lords, who gave evidence on the trial, 
not only as persecutors, but as fiilse witnesses, who had 
not hesitated, to peijure themselves, that they miglit 
shed the blood of their victim. It is, indeed, impossible 
to doubt that a promise of life had been given. It was 
asserted by tho sufferer with his last breath ; it n-as 
recorded by lord Hatton in his private and confidential 
correspondence ; it stood enregislered among the acts of 
the council ; and yet the four lords positively e wore that 
they knew nothing of any pi'omise, or of any warrant 
for such promise. Did they by subtle and unmeaning 
evasions seek to silence their own consciences and im- 
pose oil the good faith of tho assize? Even on this 
hypothesis their conduct will deserve the execration of 
every honest man 'K 

The boldness assumed hy the covenanfers in the west, 

and the success with which they had resisted every 

attempt to suppress tlieir meetings, provoked the council 

Jfi78.to adopt the most powerful means of reducing them to 

Jan. obedience. A committee of eleven persons was ep- 

^*' pointed to proceed to the refl'actory districts, accompanied 

by two thousand men, partly regulars and partly militia: 

there they were joined by six thousand highlanders under 

their respective chieftains; and, to be ready in case of 

rebellion, an English force was drawn towards the 

borders, and an Irish force was stationed opposite the 

western coast of Scotland. The commissioners called 

before them and punished delinquents, apprehended sus- 

28 pected persons, disarmed all the inhabitants but noble- 

WodtJlv'sTrsia. 614. sisr Ai<p, 195. aM."'ElU8,0™. Loiters, teriaslL 
.pol.lv.49.35. B.irnM, ii, 123. 13i. 
* See Sute Tiult, VibS. 1^63. Burnet, ii. S99 cole. 
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SLtbsnribe bonds of conformity for Iheinselves and their 
families. Multiiudea, however, refused to obey: their „ , 
contumacy was punished by an act of couQcil requiring jj,' 
the recusants to give law-burrows, or legal security for 
keeping the peace ; and, with a view ti> enforce submis- 
sion, the troops were permitted Co live at I'ree-quariers, 
fines were imposed, property was distrained, und judg- 
ments of outlawry were published. The fierce and pre- 
datorj habits of tiiebighlandershud always been suUjects 
of terror to the more civilised natives of the lowUinds ; ifi79. 
but these foi-midable auxiliaries were soon dismissed ; Feli. 
and in their place a permanent force of militia was dis- '8- 
tributed in numerous small garrisons through the disaf- 
fected counties. For its support a convention of estates J-'dy 
granted nil aid of SO.OOOi. sterling for throe years, to be "■ 
levied by monthly assessments, after the plan originally 
introduced under the commonweallh; and Lauderdale, 
having obtained the approbation of the king, exhorted 
the council to persevere in tlieir exerEtons, and to subdue 
by force tjiose whom they could not allure by con- 
ciliation *. 

The men of Fife on the eastern coast di<l not yield to 
their western brethren in attachment to the covenant: 
neither did they suffer less for their contumacy from the 
severity of the council. Amon^ them was James Rua- 
Hell of Kettle, whose fanaticism had been inUamed by 
persecution, till he mistook the eravin^ of revenge for 
the '■ outlettings of the spirit." During a fortnight he 
spent niiich of his time in prayer; lie felt that he was 
destined to render some exli'aord in ary service to God; 
and he renewed his former engagements against papists 
and prelatists, and all other enemies of Christ. Under 
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Ifii!). the influence of theae feelings he sought tlie company of 

*l'"*siiniluv entliuBiasls ; consultations were held to prevent 

jg* the extiiietion of Ihe gospel: and it was ileclaied a duty 

22, to put to death tbeir cliief adversaiies, the arolibisliop of 

29. St. Andrews, and Carmichel, com miss ion er from the 

May council, and commander of tlie forces. With this view 

nine of the bcethren, having Hackstone of Rathillet for 

Oleic leader, undertook to surprise the latter while lie 

_ was enjoying his favourite amusement of hunting : but 

a fi'iendly voice admonished him of his danger, and by a 

timely flight he escaped from the field to his garrison in 

Cupiir*. The saints were employed in lamenting the 

disappointment, wlien a hoy, pointing to a carriage with 

six horses at a distance, cried out, " there goes the 

" bishop !" " Tnily," they exclaimed, " this is of God : 

" the Lord has delivered the wretch into our hands ; we 

" must not go backwards, but execute the justice of God." 

" Gentlemen," said Hathillet, " I am ready to venture 

" ell that I have for the interest of Christ : but I will 

" not lead you to this action ; for I am the personal 

" enemy of the bishop, and shall be accused of seeking 

" revenge : hut I will not prevent you from olieying the 

" callof God, neither will I leave your company," "Then, 

" sirs, follow me,'' exclaimed John Balfour, a most 

des;ieraffi and barbarous enthusiast; itnd instantly 

mounting their horses, they crossed Magus-muir, ia 

pnreuit of their viclimt. 

Their approach was soon announced to the prelate, 
who, turning to his daughter Isabel, his only companion, 
said, " the Lord have mercy on me, my dear child, for I 
" am gone." The coachman lashed his horses to their 
utmost speed : but the ruffians ovei'tookthem, discharged 
their pistols into the carriage, wounded the postillion, 

• It ia .laponri also that nt (nrlinK, wli™ niie of tlwm kbsed "Rob. 
•^ Bl.uik> wits" Wie mmllns wna In tlwit lions"). " slie prayBl tl.u (iud 

" nifflnn nuBaarwl, holdinK ay his hand, Tliere is Iho hnucl Ihil sliall 4a 
" il.° BuBi. 413, BiXe. 
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and cut the traces. Sharp had icceWed but a slight 
iiijui'y from the shot; and Russell at the dcior cried to 
Lim, " Judas, come forth." A short parley ensued. The 
prelate declared that he had wronged no tnaii; lieolfered 
them money, and promised them a pardon ; they replied, 
that they bore him no private malic.e, but God had im- 
posed on them a duty which they diired not transgress ; 
hia time was come ; he must make himself ready for 
death, judgment, and eternity. His daughter alighted 
with liim ; botli fell on their knees, and the archbishup 
most piteously begged for mercy, if not for himself, at 
least for his poor child. Guillon, one of the number, 
but the meanest among them, was moved with pity ; he 
cried, " spare those gray hairs," and solicited, but in 
vain, the interposition of Ralhillet, who stood near, 
muffled in his cloak. Isabel was in no danger except 
from her efforts to save her father : the prelate offered 
his hand to one of the rufHans, who with a blow of his 
Eword nearly severed it from the arm; aidB If u m d 
a stroke at his head, which, though parEl b k nby the 
hat, indicted a severe wound along the he k H f » 
on his face, and lay apparently dead : bi t, h d bte 
incautiously remarking that life was in h m II I e 
words caught the ears of Russell, who w mpl d n 
i-illing the carriage. The assassin immed tely ret d 
to the body, hocked the scuil into fragments, and ordered 
the servants to take away their priest, and contey him to 
his home *. It might have been expected that the per- 
petrators of the bloody deed would ttee from the vengeance 
of the law; but they only withdrew to a neighbouring 
cottage, whei'e they devoted several hours to prayer, first 
in common, and afterwards separately, and In private. 
They felt no fear, no compunction ; their minds were 
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composed, tlieir hearts enlarged ; they blessed their God, 
that his holy Spirit had led them step by step to the ac- 
compUshiuent of this $r1iirioua work, and solicited bis 
grace and Btren<!lh, that Ihey might, if it were necessary, 
seal it4 truth with their blood, as became valiant soldiers 
of Christ, ijiot v/viv their prayers poured furth in vain : 
Danziel heard a supernatural voice saying, " Well done, 
" good and faithful servants ! " and from that moment 
till the hour iif his death (it happened in the course of 
the month) the soul of the enthusiast was rapt in a 
transport of joy*. 
May To discover the assassins the council offered the most 
^'' tempting rewards, and compelled all the inhitbitants of 
ij Fife to Compear on slated days, anil clear themselwes 
3^1 before their respective presbyteries. But the men 
whom they sought had wound their way by a circuitous 
route into the west, and at Glasgow their leaders met 
26. Hamilton, Cargill and Spreul. Tlie two last were minis- 
ters of the moat rigid notions and most daring fanati- 
cism ; Hamilton was a young man of family, who had 
repeatedly exhorled his brethren to draw the sword in 
support of the gospel of Christ. According to appoint- 
ment, on the 39th of May, the anniversary of the king's 
39. restoration, they entered, to the number of sixty men in 
arms and on horaeback, the little burgh of Ruthen^len, 
and extinguished the bonfires kindled in honour of the 
day. A sermon and prayer fallowed; the several acts of 
parliament subversive of the liberties of the Itirk were 
read by Hamilton, and committed with much solemnity 
to the flames; and the copy of adeclaration or testimony 
against tliem was left affixed to the cross in the market 

Junn On the following Sunday they held a Held conventicle 
at Hairlaw, but the exercises of the day were interrupted 
by the approacb of the celebrated Graham of Clavevhouse 
with three troops of cavalry. The covenanters hastened 
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to meet him at Drumdog, where a narrow slip of swampy 
ground divided the two parties. The diugoons, in their 
attempt to pass, fell Into confusion; their opponents 
charged them with halbevts and pitclifocUs ; and Gra- 
ham was compelled to make a precipitate retreat upon 
Glasgow. Of the military thirty men perished in the 
actioti, besides one, a prisoner, slain in cold Wood by 
order of Hamillon,wboha(Iforl)iddeii his followers to ask, 
or to give quiuler. The conquerors lamented the loss of 
sis of their brethren, but of no one with more sincere 
regret than of Danziel, the murdeier, who cheered his 
last moments with the assured hope of an everlasting 
reward •. 

At Rutherglen the ftnatic! had thiown down the June 
gauntlet of defiance; nt Diumclog they had won the *■ 
laurels of victoiy. By moat men it was believed th it tlie 
conflagtation would rapidly spiead to eieiv quarter of 
the western counties. But no plin of opeialions had 
been arranged, and the leadeis despised the counsels of 
worldly wisdom. God had called on them foi their 
testimony against the enemies of the kill. Thej hid 
given it, and cheerfully left the consequences to hiin, 
who was able to save with a few as well as with minj 
Though the council, uncertain of the extent of the 
danger, had withdrawn the military towaiila Edinbuigh, 
the insurgents moved not to any distance from Glasgon, 
Volunteers, indeed, continued to arrive, for many thought 
it a sin to remain idle at home, while llieir brethren 
ventui-ed their lives in the field; but the accession of 
numbers added only to their weakness ; the new comers 
differed in religious opinion ft'om the victors at Drum- 
clog ; the time, instead of being devoted to pi'eparatiuns 
fbr the approaching contest, was consumed in useless 
but irritating controversy ; and both ministers and 

• Wodtnu'.ii. 46. Rnstfll. 441— 446. "ItusKUtKitsliindBiiitl, Dpar 
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leaders apent day after day in disnusaing the obligations 
oftho oovenant, Ihelawfulnessof the indulgence, and the 
grounds ou which it was proper to rest the justice of 
their cause. Neter was insunealion so rashly com- 
raencod, or so weakly conducted*. 

ne In the raeanivhile the duke of Monmoutli, after many 

i, objei^tiuns made in council, arrived from London to take 
llie command of the royal forces, and encamped with 
5,000 men on Botliwell-inuir within two miles of the 

I. enemy. An attempt to negotiate was made by the more 
moderate among the covenanters. Hamilton would con- 
sent to no message unless its' object were " to represent 
" to the duke the king's, his own, and his assoeiaCes' 
" rebellion t^inst God, and lo desire him to lay dtiwn 

i. " the weapons which he had taken up against the Lord 
" and )iis people : " but a less offensive petition was 
composed by Welsh the minister, and t 1 b H m 

and Murdoch, who received for ans tl p p 

coukl be accepted from rebels in m by 

submit, they might expect raerc> b n f 

hour only would be allowed for their B d n 

It seems to have been the obje f M m h 
■spare tlie insurgents, whether he h d re d n 

n the king, or follow 



pohtical friends, who certainly at a p od, p hap 

even now, looked for aid from the d con S 

land. He refused to pass the Clyd b f rd a h 

foot of the Aten where no "mrds bad been plieod ind 
h h m g! t 1 1 d tl > 11 

1 Ih tl It I bj B h II b dg Uso 
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turned tiieir backs to flee; above foui- hundred fell 
iluring ihe pursuit, and twelve luindred yielded lliein- 
selves prisoners of wur, of wliom, ihose nlio promised to 
live peaceably, wete set at liberiy ; the oilieva, about 
two hundred and seventy, tvere transported as slaves 
across the Atlantic. Eathillet with the men of Fife 
returned to their own county, whence after many perilous 
adventures most of them<escaped by sea to Holland* , 

In England the fanaiiuisni and adventures of the 
Scottish insurgents excited but little sonaation. The 
attention of the public was absorbed by subjects of more 
immediate and commanding interest, the investiifatjon 
of the pretended ploi, and the punishment of the sup- 
posed conspirators. By order of the council, the two June 
Jesuits Whitbread and Fenwick, who on their former 13. 
trial had been illegally remanded to prison, were placed 
at the bar with three others, Harcourt, Gavan, aad 
Turner ; and against them was marshalled a host of 
formidable witnesses, Gates, Bedloe, Prance, and Dug- 
dale, once steward to lord Aston, and now, on hia dis- 
missal from the serYice of that nobleman, a subordinate 
informer. Dales, indeed; could only repeat with a few 
eraliellishmenta his former story ; but Bedloe felt him- 
self at liberty to make additional disclosures ; better 
cheer and more indulgent treatment had wonderfully 
improved the memory of Prance ; and the siluation 
■which Du^dale held in the family of lord Aston was sup- 
posed to have supplied him with much secret and valu- 
able information. The prisoners rested their defence 
chiefly on the utter worthlessneas of their accusers, par- 
ticularly of Bedloe and Oatcs. I. Against the first the]' 
ur^ed that, according to his own showing, he must have 
perjured himself on Whilbreada former trial; nor did 
he attempt to deny the charge, but pleaded in excuse 

• Rnisell, 4S5-48S. Wodimr, ii. 6S— 67- Syrinx's Lrllers, 95-9D. 



dhy Google 



tbot his prevaiioation at l!ie time was necessary foe the 
successor his intrigue with Rvadintr; and Ihis plea, as 
thr as appears ft-om the pi'inted copy of tlie proceed iiigs, 
was admitted as satisfactory hy tlie court and jury. 2. 
They met the testimony of Oates by pointing out its 
variance in several points from his foi-aier depositions 
before the council, the two houses of parliament, and at 
the preceding trials in the court of K™!!'* bench ; but 
the judges answered that they had. not those depositions 
before iem ; the prisoners might have indicted him for 
perjury ; and if they had omitted to do so, most abide 
by tbe consequences of such omiaaion. 3. In answer to 
his assertion that on the 24th of April he had waited on 
the accused at their treasonable consult in London, they 
produced sixteen young men who deposed that they dined 
on that day in the same i-oom with him at St. Omeiv and 
that during tho four preceding and the two ibilowiug 
months be was never more than twenty-four hours absent 
from the college. To rebut this powerful attack on his 
veracity, Oates had provided sis witnesses to swear that 
in the month of May they had at different times seen him 
in London, ov some one lilie,or who bore his name*; 
And it was argued that in judging of contradictory 
evidence more credit was due (o men who were jjro- 
testonts, who spoke upon oath, and who were bound to 
deliver the truth, than to papists, unsworn, and aceus- 
tomod, so it was pretended, to obtain dispensations for 
the utterance of falsehood. 4. Again he had given the 
names of three persons, in whose cqmpanyheorossed the 
sea to come to England. Of these, one deposed in open 
court that he never saw Oates duringthevoyagcand the 
servants of the other two, that their respective masters 
had not on any occasion in the months of April and May 
been a day absent from their places of abode on the con- 
tinent. But the minds of men were still too highly ex- 
cited to give due weight to such testimony : the voice of' 
• On tk€ crcdihilitf of theas six ttitaessei, tee Nnilb, Sd9, SiO ; aiiil 
Stale Trtali, x. HS9. 
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reason and inDocence was slifted by passion ami preju- 
dice ; the chief justice delivered his charge with his 
usuit] partiality, and the jury without hesitallou returned 
a verdict of guilty *. 

The next evening the place of these uufortuiiato men 
was occupied by Lan^liorne, the celebrated catholic 
lawyer. His case presented an instance of extraordinaiy 
hardship. He had been committed to Newyate without 
any previous examination before a magistrate or the 
council; and, until the week preceding his trial, had 
been kept in solitary conflnemeot, and in complete 
ignorance, of every passing event: yet be was now called 
upon 10 plead for his life without any other knowledge 
of the facts to be charged against hini in evidence, than 
what he could hastily collectfiom the printed narratives, 
and the reports of his friends. The moment he appeared, June 
the croivd veeei\ed him with hooting and hisses; Lis 1^ 
witnesses vete abused, beaten, and intimidated; his 
objeellpns to the ci'edibiiity of the informers, ami his 
remarks on the inconsistency of their evidence, were 
overruled by the court ; and 'when the foreman of the 
jury pronounced the verdict of guilty, it was received by 
the audience with ioud and repeated cheers. The other 
five were then ranged at the side of Laiighorne ; Jeffreys 
the recorder; pronounced on tliem judgment of death, 
and the hall resounded a second time with the acclama- 
tions of the spectators \. 

The Jesuits were the first who sulFered. Tliey were 
already tied to the gallows, and expected each moment 



- riuD would have \Xra vl^ce, nor had It done Ihe iinionerB mi; xrvice : 
" (Hit nn Ihs Qtbvr siils nul only Iho »bbl«. buL r^aa IhenidlanuMit ilxiir. 
•'liadaouiMBdHlIt: wliiEta cuiisidiTatiaD luriHri ilw acMnt ut llieli dls. 

'" slop, aDd tewtvv iltemsi'lTBt Ibr ttira oppuhuiilliea. A^un Ihey.B^d 
■■ tliHt nul ihpy but iIib iiicy vm Indgai ot itia Suit, uid Ihcnluce Ihsy 
■'Bl1u>wlSwMnt9t<iil.>aafie pleB9iHl7-[V»1.l. Bfl.) Tim Mtaluwd irf 
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""^ to be laiinuiitJ into eternity, when their attention was 
awakened bj" cries of " a pai-don, a pardon." A horse- 
man rode up at full speed, and delivered to the sheriff a 
paper which proved to be a pardon on condition that 
" Ihey should acknowledge the conspiracy, and lay open 
" what they knew thereof." With thanks to the king 
they replied, that it was not in their power to fulfil [he 
condition, because they could not disclose that of which 
they possessed no knowledge. The piety which they dis- 
played, and tlie composure with which they resigned 
themselves to their fate, gave additional weight to this 
their last declaration*. 

Other arts were employed to shake the constancy of 
Langhorne, He received an offer of piirdon, first, if he 
would confess himself guilty, and then, if he would make 
a discoveiy of the property of the Jesuits, with which he 
had become acquainted in his professional capacity. To 
the last proposal he assented; his hooks were restored 
to him ; and fiom them he extracted a statement, which 
was forwarded to the king. It is probable that the 
amount, a sum between 20,000^. and 3U,00Ui. fell short 
of expectation. In a personal interview Shaftesbury 
infurnied him that this discovery was not thought of 
sufficient importance to redeem his life; he must in 
addition disclose theparticularsoftheplot,andin return 
for that disclosure he should receive any reward which 
July he might ask. The honesty of LanRhornewithstood the 
'*•■ temptation, and he suffered the punishment of a trailer, 
asserting like the others his total ignorance of the con- 
spiracy +. 

• SWte Trinli, 490-451, Burnet, ii. Si7. Challonm, 11. 404. TIimb 
otlier Jranlli. Mien, N<nll, and Cediniitirld, died in jit\am; a fonilli, 
JsDiqon, perialMd in conBcquenctfAflhe injur; vUlclLh«T«c«lTedrToin^be 

^.., — ^„ uf ^Ijj pilrtulT — ■- 
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Still Ihe lb i rat fur blood was not satisfied; and four 
other prisoners, sir Geoi'fje Wakeman the queen's physi- 
cian, and Corker, Marshidl, auil Runiby, Benedictine 
monks, received notice of trial. Tbey came, however, to 
the bar under more favourable eironnistan es than those 
who bad preceded them. Tlie testitnonj of the witnesses 
from St. Omer, and the protestations of the victims w lio 
had suffered, had shaken the credit of the plot and 
even the chief justice himself had at last resolved to act 
the part of an indifferent judge To the statement if July 
the informers they opposed so many objections diawn 18. 
partly from the improbability of the informition itself, 
partly from the contradictions with which it teemed, 
that both Oates and Bedloe, from being aceusert were 
reiluced fo ihe necessity of dtfendin^ themselves liom 
the imputation of perjury. The chiel burthen la) upon 
the former, who displayed consideiable ingenuity in the 
manner of qualifyinj^ his evidence so as to elude the 
ol>jeclions of his adversaries 1 hough his vetation 
ORCasionallf betrayed itself in passionate and irreieient 
expressions, he maintained the contest without Hmch 
ing, and in a tone of conscious supf>noriti till he wis 
unexpectedly confronted with sir Phihp Llojd clerk of 
the council, who deposed that nhcn the lord chancellor 
asked Oates if he knew anything personally of su Geoige 
Wakeiuan, he raised his bands to heaven and priteslel 
before God that he did not ; and yet that ver} morning 
he had charged him with se\eril a\ert acts ol treason 
committed, as he said, in his own presence This was 
a blow which he could not pairj fe gu ng indisposition 
he asked leave to withdraw, ai d the juiy acquitted <l11 
the prisoners *. 

To tlie pati-ons of the plot, who were preparing for the 
trial of the lords in the Towel, sucli a result was as 
embairassiug as it had been unexpected. It bename 
necessary not only to support the credit of the informers, 
but also to prevent the persons acquitted of coming for- 
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ward to epnviet ihem of peijuty. To etfeot Uie first uf 
these objects. Ihe chief justice was charged with manifest 
partiality in favour of tlie prisoners, and reports were 
circulated that he had received a valuable bribe fiom 
their friends; the second was accomplished by inducing 
Wakeman, through the menace of a second prosecution, 
to withdraw beyond the sna, and by cismmitting the 
three monks to Newgate under a new charge of high 
treason, far having received orders in the church of 

But the men accused of a participation in the plot 
were.not the only victims sacrificed to the delusion of 
the people. It seemed as if there existed a design of 
wholly extirpating the catholic leligbiV. Rewards were 
offered by proclamation of 10^. for tbediscoveiy of any 
papist or reputed papist within any one of the royal 
residences, of 5 ot for the discovery of money or lands 
belonging to any priest, chapel, college, or religious 
ordev, and of 100^. for the discovery of any priest or 
Jesuit; the magistrates received autliority to visit and 
search the palace of St. James's at any time, and that of 
Somerset- house, whenever the queen should be absent; 
the judges were empowered to reward at their discretion 
the prosecutors of jiopish recusants out of the forfeitures 
of the sufferers, and lists of the catholics or suspected 
, catholics in each county, which had previously been 
furnished to the committee of the house of commons, 
were delivered (o commissioners with orders to tender 
to all such i>erson3 the oaths of alltgianee and su- 
premacy. Their zeal and cupidity were stimulated by 
reward, and the time of the judges during the circuit 
was chiefly employed in the prosecution of catholic 
priests or recusants. The latter paid the fine of '!Vl. 
per month for absence from church, or forfeited two- 
thirds of their estates to the king : of the former twenty- 
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four received sentence of death for the execcUe of Iheir 
functions. Most of tliem after conderonation were sent 
to London to unde.go the oideal of a private examina- 
tion befoie Shaflesbiiry, and his ossistanla Oates, Bedlue, 
and Dugdale. But their innoronce was proof aj-ainst 
the inllueiice of ihteats and pcomiaes Nut one admit- 
ted any linowledga of the supposed conspiiacy ; not one 
could be seduced to lend his aid to the informers. The 
house of commons grew impatient under the delay : 
several of the members called aloud for their blood ; 
and an address was presented to the king sohcitin;;; theit 
immediate execution. The council remanded them to 
their former prisons ; and having granted reprieves to 
some, abandoned t)ie remainder to their fate. Pleasing- 
ton suffered at, Chester, Evans and Lloyd at Cariliff, 
Lewis at Ufik, Postgate at York, Mahony at Ruthin, 
Johnson at Worcester, and Kemble at Hereford. Of 
tliese, two had passed their eightieth year*. 

In the council the ambition of the popular leadere had 
divided them into opposite parties. Shaftesbury, though 
aware of the king's aversion, still cherished the hope of 
acquiring the ascendency through the infinence of his 
disciple the duke of Monmouth, who had returned from 
his Scottish expedition, proud of his success against the 
insurgents^ and of .the title of highness with which he 
was addressed by his Hatterers. But he saw that he had 
to contend with two powerful adversaries, Essex and 
Halifax ; to their advice he attributed the late proroga- 
tion; nor did he hesitate to threaten them with the , 
vengeance of parliament in the next session. At ftrst, 
they sought to mollify his resentment by admitting him 

•aJontn, AiuilSl, MiySS. L, Jnurn. siii. 587- Stele TtiiLts, vii, 
71S. 726. 740. BII. K»nnBl>0,3S1.39l. Chi.llunw.U. 411-449, JumeB, 

** t\10 ivnal^M or tkie &nw wilUfu BQcb a time. fllDee the counivniiei: luut 
■' lABled now thicHiffii IbnB liiuitf nigui; upon ttali point Iwd FulrGix 

" pDiulB which van u nafinsaiir tat Lhfl puiiplB*! utldfiicUGm, ]■« wvnld 
■- ull eiwy liDili 1 wai n napisl ; atHnning: that the plot mdat be handled 
-'asUilin:telnio,nhelberit»gsiai>inu." Trispie, U. S0& 
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and Monmouth to their secret meetings ; but tliere was 
no trusting to his friendship, and they knew that his 
power in the house of commons was irresistible. They 
consLilted Sunderland and Temple, and it was resolved 
to suggest the expediency of a dissolution. The advice 
met with -the approbation of the king, who was well 
acquainted with Shallesbury'a intrigues, and with his 
intentii'n of bringing forwai-d new oiiarge,>i against the 
July queen and the duke of York *, For the sake of form 
10> the question was proposed in the council : hut by some 
mismanagement the "king's friends" had not been 
apprised of the royal wish, and a decided majority had 
already pronounced against the measiue, wbeti Charles, 
taking advantage of an expression dropped by Temple,' 
suddenly turned to the chancellor, and ordered him to 
prepare a proclamation for the dissolution of the pre- 
sent, and the calling of another parliament. Tliis act of 
vigour sb'uekhfeodhBrenta with sui'prise: it tiirew the 
lords Shaf(e^bufy and Russell into a paroxysm of 
" raget." - 

In the mean wjiile the duke of York bore wilh impa- 
tience his exile at Brussels. His dearest interests were 
at stake ; and jet, instead of being on the spot to oppose 
the intrigues of his enemiesi he was detained in a foreign 
land, and compelled to trust to the promises of a brother, 
whose easy wavering disposition had- so frequently 
yielded to the united and reiferaled efforts of his oppo- 
nents. It was true that Essex and Halirax, the most 
influential of the royal advisers, professed themselves his 
friends: but their conversion was very recent, and they 
were friends only after a certain fashion ; that is, as far 
aa might suit their personal interests. They exhorted 
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the king to maintain the ijuke's right to the . 
because they knew that the success of Monmouth would 
infallibly lead to their own disgrace: but they sought to 
aTOid the appeaiiince of advocating the duke's cause, 
beiiawse they feared to share wiih him the dislike of the 
people. On every favourable occasion, at the proroga- 
tion, on Ihe acquittal of Wakeman, at the dissolution of 
parliament, James renewed his solicitations for leave to 
return ; but he received invariably the same ansiver, 
that the time was not yet come; that his presence would 
probably lead to insurrection ; that he must wait till the 
publin exoitement, raised by the plot, had subsided. 
" Indeed," said Charles in one of his letters, " I should 
" be very unwilling to have a question brought upon the 
" stage, whether or no you should be secured, and you 
" at the same time present, considering how easy it is to 
" haveifaUe witnesses, till Oates and Bedloe have their 
"due*." 

It chanced, however, that in August the king was 
confined to his bed by a violent fever. Monmouth was 
then at court in the zeniEh of his popularity : he held tile ^„g 
oflice of commander-in-chief; and he had the face to 22, 
solicit from the sick monarch an order for the duke of 
York not to remove from Brussels. His object under 
these circumstances could not be misunderstood. Essex 
and HaliKix. met Sunderland, Hyde, and Godolphin at 
Ihelodgingsof the duchess of Portsmouth; and Charles jJ3, 
by their advice despatched a message to James to return 
to England, but on condition that he should come on his 
own responsibility, and should go back to Brussels after 
the king's recovery. The didte lost not a moment; he 29. 
travelled under a feigned name, reached Windsor in Sgpt_ 
disfruise, and was the first to announce his arrival to his n, 
brother. Charles, who was now in a state of convales- 
cence, received him most affectionately, and the oouitiers 
crowded round to offer their congratulations. Mon- 
mouth alone appeared awkward and embarrassed. On 
• Jams. (Mcmoira). i, 556, 657- 559. 661, 568, 
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th s gesl f SI ft bury h j t d tl proposal 

of a re I h h un 1 d asionally 

d pped m f n g t tl uiiselloiB 

wh h d d d tl 11 f th duK By theiu, 

t th p 1 1 ly t 1 I b d t m lied that 

Jam I Id mm I t Ij b k t B Is ; but al 

tl ra t m th thre t f M m tl d ed them 
ttlkf ghnl fmh «Eeiitment. 

For this purpose they called the attention of the king to 
the hard case of hfs brotlier, the presumptive heit to the 
ciowD, compelled to live in banisliment withtiut office or 
inlluence, while Ills intended competitor, who had no 
other claim than the interest of a factious party, resided 
in the capital, held the commaud of the ai'my. and was 
always ready to seize, as opportunity might ofTer, the ob- 
ject of his ambition. Charles acknowledged the justice 
Sept, of the suggestion ; and, sending for Monmouth, told him 
^^ that circumstances required him to resign his office of 
lord general, and to withdraw for a season to the conti- 
nent The young man betrayed in his answer a pettish 
ness of disposition and a feeling of disrespect uhich 
offended the pr de though it d d not extinguish the 
aflection of h a father but in the evening he met 
Shattesbuiy Moi ta^ue aid the leaders of his pactv 
who adiised him to obey for his ban ahment would 
raise him to the di„nitt ot a maitvr in the eyes o! the 
peo]lo ard the pailiameut would not fail to demicd 
justce fur a prince whose only crime was his attach 
oA ment to the tol gion and liberties of h s country * With 
reluctance he yielded to iheir authoiity and repaiied to 
Holland, where he «as coldly receued by the prince of 
Orange, whose claim to the crown in the event of the 
exclusion of James, taught him to look upon Monmouth 
in the light of a rival. Afier dinner they walked to- 
gether in the garden. Monmouth showed the prince a 
letter from the king promising that the time of his exile 

• JameE (MemoiiO. i- SS6. S;0. Temple, il. G13. 518. Bumet.ii. 533. 
Dalif mpls, £47. 949. 
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fiiiould be short, attributed his disgrace tiul. to the jea- 
lousy of the duke of York, but to the arts of the ducliess 
of Portsmouth, and of Essex, Halifax, and Sitiiderland, 
and solemnly dedared that he never had cherished, never 
would cherish a thought of aspiring to the crown. 
They parted with mutual protestations of friendship, 
to whieh it is probable that neither gave the smallest 

It was evident that considerable ineonveiiience might 
arise if, at the king's death, the heir to the crown were 
resident in a foreign country, and under the control of a 
foreign prince. This wea represented with so much 
force by secretary Coventry, that the duke received per- 
inisiiion to exchange the place of his exile for the capital 
of Scotland. He returned to Brussels, for the ostensi- 
ble purpose of conducling his wife and ftimily to Edin- 
bui^h, and his intention of residing in that country was 
announced by authority in the Gazette: but instead of O*^ 
sailing from Holland to Leith, he anchored in the „' 
Downs, and requested permission of his brother to re- 
main in England. He hadbeen secretly informed that 
Charles had DO objection; but Esses and Hnlifax were 
inexorable; instead of Ihe answer which he expected, 
he received an inviiaiion to court, anil after a short visit 13. 
proceeded on his voyage. At Edinburgh he was received ^'* 
with the respect due to his rank, and took his place in !>«:• 
the council, but carefully abstained from all connexion ^* 
with either of the patties which divided that kingdonif. 

It had been ascertained that the genOL-al result of the 
elections was unfavourable to the court; and Shaftes- 
bury waited anxiously for the meeting of the new par- 
liament, in which he promised himself an easy victory 
over his political opponents. But it was equally the in- 
terest of the king and the two confidential niinistei'S to 
defeat his designs J. To deprive him of tha means of 

•D'Aviiii,i.ai.32.34, 
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annoyance which he doiived from his office of president 
of the couni'ii, he was unexpectedly superseded by loi-d 
Oct. Robaitfis, lately created earl of Radnor; and to estin- 
15. guish bis hopes ffom (he superiority of his party in the 
lower bouse, the king in council, without any previous 
notice, ordered tlie chancellor to prepare a comniission 
for the prorogation of parliament during the long space 
of twelve months. At Ihis announcement the members 
gazed on each other with signs of astonishment ; some 
rose to speak, but Charles commanded silence ; he had 
foL-cseen and weighed every objection, had taken his 
resolution, and would be obeyed. No one ventured to 
remonstrate; and on the very day appointed for the 
17. opening of the session, the parliament was prorogued 
for a few weeks, and afterwards by repeated commissions 
for a full year*. 

The j^eal motive of the king, which was unknown to 
the council, may be discovered in a secret intrigue he- 
June tween bim and the Frcneb ambassador. A little before 
24. the dissolution in July, Cbarles had applied to that 
minister for relief from the pecuniary embarrassmenls 
with which he saw himself threatened. Louis was, 
indeed, offended at his past conduct: but he did not 
allow bis resentment fo stand in the way of bis in- 
terests. He accepted the apology of bis English brother : 
he eien listened to his proposals; but at the same time 
affected to set no great value on any services which 
could then be rendered to him by the English crown. 
It was to quicken bis tardiness that Charles summoned 
a new parliament when he dissolved the old one. Tbe 
Qit. negotiation Iben proceeded more vapidly : it was at last 
17. agreed that the king should receive from Fi-ance a pen- 
roynl hnthen van ' Litlls Sincerity," Ibp Bnt at vhicli wnrAi nllnded to 

Waimcreilil. ClintlemiU or liim lU..t "he liiicliiiirrisliwUisqaki, in 
t> his hOHnni-. Uul muftHliiiry began lu plav tlle Oil?U, uud cuuld aa 
n lunsfr bB snll^n^." S«mn htninolo), i, »^ 
•Teniplii.ti. SSI. L. JoTivnHls. xm. 597. fi09. Bill ■trade, SOt. Tlin 
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sion of 1,000,000 oflivres during three years; and it was 
under these c ire lira alantes that Charles, heiiig no longer 
at a loss for money, prorogued the parliutneiit. It 
changed, however, that the treaty was not jet Bisrned, 
and Louis grasped at the opportunity to append to it 
new and moi e humiliating conditions. The pride of the 
king revolted; James advised hini tosubsUtate in lien of 
the French pension a syKtein of Ihe most rigorous eco- 
nomy ; and Charles following his counsel, not only Not. 
fejected the conditions, but refused to listen to Barillon, '^^'■ 
when he proposed to resume the negoliation *. 

Tliat minister, in his despalohes to his sovereign, Bee. 
affected to make %ht of the disappointment. He lind 4. 
a party in parliament suffieientlj' powerful to prevent 
any grant of money to the king, or any accommodation 
between the opposition and the government ■!■. To se- 
cure the fidelity of that party, he was cai'erul to remu- 
nerate the services of those who had given him their 
aid during the last session. The army had been dis- 
banded ; Che lord treasurer had fallen ; Ibey bad gained 
a right to the rewards whiob had previously been pro- 
mised. To tlia daUe of Buckingham he paid the sum of 
1,000 guineas ; and another sum of 3,500 guineas he 
distributed in equal portions among Baber, Sydney, 
Harbord, Lyttleton and Powle. Montague demanded 
100.000 crowns, according to the terms of the contract. 
The nrabassadoi: rejected his claim. Danby w-as, in- 
deed, in prison; but his trial bad not taken place; 
it remained yet to be seen whether the lord treasurer 
were ruined or not. Montague, on tlie other hand, 
complained of such chicanery; be pretended that; to 
purchase the votes of those who supported him in the 
house of commons, he had mortgaged the larger por- 
tion of the money ; and at last, by dint of importunily, 
obtdned 50,000 crowns, one half of his demand J, 

• Drdnrmplc, 229. 230 1S3. 344. S5*, 353. Jumes (MenuAis;, i. 564. 
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Henccfonh, that the reader may form a distinct notion 
of the eveiils whith occurred between the proragation in 
October )G7g and the meeting of parliament in Outuber 
1080 it will be cnnienient to arrange Ihem under two 
head-. o( whiih the fiist «ill comprehend tbe struggles 
of the tuo politLcnl parties to acquire the ascendency, 
the other the discoveries and prosecutions whieh con- 
tinued to grow out of that fruitful slock of impostui-e 
and injustice the fiotit ous narrative of Titus Oates. 

I Shafteiburv in 1 his associates resolved to keep 
aliiQ thf fears and jealousies of the people, and to harass 
Nov anfl intimilale the king 1. On the 17tb of November, 
17 the anniveisaiy of the accession of queen Elizabeth, a 
most extiToidinaiy pageant, calculated lo make a deep 
impiesaion on the minds of the populace, was exhibited 
at the expense and under the superintendence, of the 
green ribbon club Tirst appeared the bellman walking 
with slow and sjlemn pace and exclaiming at intervals, 
' remember Mr justca Godfrey:" next came a man 
dressed in the ha\ A of a Jesuit, hearing on horseback 
the flguie of a dead body; then followed lepresen- 
tatiot s of nuns monks priests, catholic bishops in 
cope* and mitres piotestant bishops in lawn sleeves, 
6\x cardinils with their caps, and last of all the pope in . 
a litter accompanied by his arch- counsel lor the devil. 
In this state the procession set out fpim Moorgate in the 
dusk of the evening, amidst the glare of several thou- 
. sand flambeaux ; pei'amhulated the city in ihe presence 
of two bundled thousand spectators, swearing eternal 
hatred to the principles of popery, and calling for ven- 
ireaiK-e on the heads of the papists ; and at last halted 
at Temple-liar in front of the King's Arms tavern. The 
clubbists instantly appeared at the balconies ; Gre works 

Biicklushnn dmnndad 3D,(K10 l^rr~ns i tliM Biher nvnit tie fort niilB «i 

Aia"nuu-« ^bSl^l'qu-il'awlt'unB'stti.tw' liniwn ol-» EjlUBion-^nll 

sisurtTa?boi3i™in""miJ^BTdaLr"ir^kc"uB™ 
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were exhibited ; and, at a given signal, the pope and his , 
attendiints weie prot'ipitaied into the flames wilh a tre- 
inendous shout, " the eubo of wliicb," it ia observed in 
the official account published by the party, "reached by 
. continued reverberations to Scotland, and France, and 
Roma itself, damping them all with dreadful astonish- 
ment" The etTect of the exhibition answered the hopes 
of its authoi-s ; and it was repealed with viiciations in the 
two succeeding; yeara: but in ]682 Charles recovered 
the government of the capital, and put down the nui- 

3. Within eight days after this pageant the duke of 
Monmouth returned lo Enijland. Sliattesbury had sent 
for bim under the pretext tliat the time of his exile was 
determined by that of the duke of Yoi'k : James had 
obtained permission to reside within the king'a domi- 
nioi.s, Monmouth had a right to the same benufit. He Nov 
entered I«ndon at midnight; but the watch annonnced 27. 
his arrival; the bell- w re rung and bonfires kindled 
Charles resented dee; Ij tl d sob d fl d 

the manner of his rec pt H d dh f q ttl 
kingdom immedial ly d th p Ity f p p t 1 
oxeliision from th roj 1 p 1 j t d th - 

petitions of the du h d f 1 f d d h 

deprived Monmouth (b t ce 1) d ft It 
intervals, that hemhtl t f pta >fl 
several offices of o pt f th pi 1 f 1 d 1 

tenant of Stafford h nd f ll tl d f 

Yorkshire, of govei f H 11 d f m 1 f th 

horse. Still the j m t t d fi ce th d 

pleasure of his fa 1 dpi d d t j I fy i is 

obstinacy under the pi f fli 1 p ty H p 
he said, was necess y H 1 1 h p tl e 

ting's life from the d f th ] p ( 

his death, if he sho Id f II by tl t I 
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3. At the same lima, fo prepare the puljlio mmd for 
the future pretensioiii of Monmouth nas prLutel and 
ciiculate I a moat seditious hbel umler the title uf an 

appeal from Ihe coui tij to the pity for the preoervi- 
" tion of hih mftjeoiy'a person liheity, propert), and 
"religion The writei calUd on the cifizaiia to as 
cend the monument io contemplate from its summit 
the magnificent scene wh ch lay at their feet and then 
to imaa;iae that they beheld their houses m Hames their 
childien and nei^hbouia massacred their nives ind 
ddughteis vio!att.d, and their mmisteii and teacheis 
toituied by the papists Let ibem not be deoened 
thia imaginary spectacle would be infdllibly realised 
on the succession of a popish monaich Their piesent 
safetv could lust no lon^t^r than the life of the kint; who 
(such was the btnevulence of his disposition) gave no 
credit to the plot, and thus exposed himse.f to the dag- 
gers of the assassins. It was therefore time to prepare 
for the approaching crisia, to selui-t a man who should 
lead them against French invaders and popish rebels. 
That man was the duke of Monmouth, eminently quali- 
fied for command by his birth, his conduct, and his 
courage. Let the citizens stand by bim, and he would 
stand by them. His fortune was united with theirs. 
Nor should they forget that "the worst title malies the 
host king," because, what the prince wants in right, he 
must supply by concession *. 

4. Another expedient suggested by the fertile brain of 
Shaftesbury, was to petition that the parliament might 
be permitted to sit at the end of the first short proroga- 
tion. With this view the kingdom was parceled out into 
districts, to each of which particular agents were assigned. 
They informed the people that, if the king were, per- 
^i^ed to govern without a parliament, the ascendency 
of popery, and the establishment of despotism, would in- 
eritabiy follow ; and for the prevention of these evils 

-'S^S^^-ftStiS'fliB »ipi »E Cb«l™lI.,TQl,iI,491. Pari. H.st.iY. 
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tlicy snliciled subaraiptions to the petitions with which 
tliey had been I'urnisliud f;'om the head commiltee in 
London *. Some of the grand juries set the example ; 
iho common nouiicil followed ; and most of the counties 
and populiius towns hastened to tread in the fi>otsteps of 
the capital. The king at first returned tor answer, that 
it was Ms province, and not that of the pelitioners, to 
judge of the pioper time for the sitting of parliament : 
but his patience was gradually exhausted, and his alarm 
daily excifed. Ha sought in fain to escape from the 
approach of the petitioners— they way-laid him wherever 
he went, and thrust their papers into his hands at the 
most unseasonable times and places — nor could he fore- 
see the consequences of the extraordinary ferment which 
prevailed in every part of the kingdom conjoined a? it 
wwhp Mm dh 
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Bolely to tlie manner of prooming signatures, and tlireat- 
eneil with the utmost rigour of putiisliinent all who 
should subscribe their own names, or procure tho sub- 
Bnripliotis of others oontrarj to the common and knoivn 
laws of (he land. A more unmeaning document could 
not have been published, and yet it produred au effect 
which its trainers had never antioipated. It turned lite 
popular current into the opposite direction. Numbers, 
who from the similarity of the late proceedings to ihose 
of the year 1641 had foretold a secoivd revolution, were 
awakened by it from their apathy ; the cavaliers and the 
churchmen, the majority of the gentry and of the mef- 
ehants, suddenly came forward; and multitudes in every 
quarter crowded to subscribe addresses to the king, ex- 
pre^sina; in the most forcible terms tlieir reliance on his 
wisilom, and their abhorrence of the practices of the pe- 
fitionera. Westminster set the example ; Esses. Mid' 
dieses, Surroy, Somerset, Shropshire, and Norfolk fol- 
lowed ; and the last county ventured even to offer thanks 
to the king foe the recall of the heir apparent from 
Flanders*. 

By Charles these addresses were receiveil with joy 
and sralitude. They dispelled the doubt and appre- 
hension which hung over his mind ; they convinced him 
that he still retained a strong hold on the affections of 
his subjects; and they encouraged him to adopt a 
measure as uoexpecled by his friends as it was by his 

• Nraib, 34*. JameB, 1. 581. Bnlalrode, 310. Mmpbenon. i, 100; 
Hen- It muy be ohKrved i\M tlia Drenalng act, an act » hioU ons Idckid- 

IIusa71h<jMay. 1S79. Anlhen nnd printeighailroi'd loavul'o'ieais^Ta 

laterin^HloD amm tlw fma. Tlis jodiifli. however, uDilnlDak lo olirok 
nliHt thi^ conndi'iFd hd nil. Tbiy leecilieil, wlIluMl m. iliggmlivnt Tuige, 
Uiat net oply beok-G HfleetlDff icaiuUlDUBly on the EaTnDnentaDilptlvttla 
»r»ni miy be seilri, ami tlie snlbDra nod pobUiUerB na^i^hell. but Ihit 
im muu c«i1d 1u»f»1l< i.iliit nnd iiuWIxh litAt uf Deni Riiliout auiluidiv, 
SDd 1lii.t nliDeter did so, -m sniiccnLlile Ihr the tUliFhonds <»Dt):h,Fi| 
Uiereiu. Slate Trial), vil t^. 11371 <iii. 13';. 1»3. In oanlbrmity wlili 
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opponents. Entering the council chamlier, he stated 1680 
that heliad deiiveil little benefit from the alisenreof his^'°- 
brotlier; that he could not understand the justice of 
tnking from a piince, ■whose rights were aBsailed, the 
opportunity of defending them in his place in parliament; 
and that lie had therefore ordered the duke of York to 
quit Edinbui'gh, and lo return to his former residence at 
St. James's. Tbis declaration ravealed to the lords 
Russell and Cavendish, and to Capel and Powle, the 
degraded situation to which they had been insensibly 
reduced. When they accepted seats in the council, they 
probably cherished the hope of gaining the ascendency 
through the easy disposition of the king, and the prepon- 
derance of their party in the two houses. But time had 
dispelled the delusion. The parliament was not per- 
mitted to sit ; Shaftesbury, their leader, had been dis- 
missed : they themselves were no more than nominal 
counsellors ; their presence served only to give a sanction 
to measures which they never advised, and whidi, had 
the opportunity been given, they would have strenuously J"" 
opposed. Thoy tendered their resignation, and Charles ^" 
replied that he accepted it '* with all his heai-t*." 

In a short time the duke of York returned to the 
capital, and had reason to be gratified with his reception. 
The recorder presented to liim a congratulatory address Feb. 
in the name of the city ; a sumptuous entertainment 24. 
was given to the royal brothers by the lord mayor ; and 
a gene^^til illumination teEtiRed the public joy at iiis 
presence. To check these demonstrations of reviving 
attachment in the people, his eoeniies bogan to circulate 
new rumours respecting the king's pretended marriage 
with the mother of Monmouth. It was said tliat the 
witnesses of the ceremony were still alive; that the 
contract itself, enclosed in a black box, had been cnirusted 
by the late bishop of Durham to the custody of his soU' 
in-law sir Gilbert Gerai'd ; and that several persons were 

•Kcnii8l,379. Jnraos (Memoirs). '-537. Macjiiicvs^n, 102, 



dhy Google 



220 CH_UII.ES II. [chap. III. 

rearly to ileijoae tliat tliey liad both seen and perused the 
important document. By ordfir of Charles every indi- 
viduLil named in lliese reports was sent fur, and interro- 
gateil before the eonnr.il, and each disclaimed oil know- 
ledge whatsoever of the box, llie contract, or the marriage, 
ftjitil tn eonclosion two royal declnralions were published in 
26. the Gazette, in which the king related all those par- • 
liculars, repealed the deposilion which he had formerly 
June subscribed, and to silence the cavillers i^ainst it, c&lted 
^ Gad to witness that he had never been maiTJed to Lucy 
Barlow, or to any other woman besides the queen *. 

5. To parry tbis blow, the earl of Shaftesbury, on the 
2Btb of June, proceeded loWeatrainster-hall in company 
16, with the earl of Huntingdon, the lord Grey of Werke, 
the lord Gerard of Brandon, the lords Russell aiid 
Cavendish, nine commoners, and the arch informer, 
Titus Oates. Being admitted before the grand jury, he 
described to them the dangers to be apprehended from 
the possession of the post-office in fee by the duke of 
York, and the beneflt lo be derived fiomthe forfeiture of 
two-thirds of his estate accoiding to the popery laws ; 
offered six reasons nhy ihcy should look upon him as a 
papist, and present him for a recusant ; and in "addition 
advised them to indict the duchess of Por^mouth as a 
national nuisance. The last part was intended only to 
excite alarm in the king's mistress; and the object of 
the first part was defeated by the address of the judges, 
who discharged the jury, while a portion of their number 
was closeted in private consultation with Shaftesbury. 
DJou. I" the next term the &ttempt was renewed ; and the 
£9. duke, on the oath of Oates that he had seen that prince 
receive the sacrament bi moss, was presented as a re- 
cusant at the Old Bailey ; but advantage was taken of 
Bome irregularity in the proceedings, and the cause was 

then, lu 





1.101. London Hiiii.»-,l»7.1(ei). Tu 


nn].[»lbor.hekh.g 




ndfesrorGudcuullLn 




j«i™ta<lllmllWl 


iDulil iBBlmin hm (Vom ."taring fiilHly. 



dhy Google 



e court of Kings 

It was during tbia period that the appellations of 
Whig and Tory became permanently affixed lo the two 
great polilioal porties which fur a century and a half have 
divided the nation. The first had longbefore been given 
to the covenanters in the west of Scotland, and was sup- 
posed to convey a ohai^ uf seditious and atiti-monari^hical 
principles. Tiie second originally designated tiioae na- 
tives of Ireland who, having been deprived of the estates 
of theii' ancestors, supported themselves by depredations 
on the English settlers; and was now employed in con- 
versation to iatimate a secret leaning towards popery and 
despotism. Hence the abkorrers branded the pelUioners 
with, the name of Whigs ; and the petitioners in revenge 
bestowed on their opponents the name of Tories. But 
in a short time Whijf and Tory ceased to be terms of 
reproach ; they were cbeerfuUy adopted by the parties 
themselves, and became hallowed in their estimation as 
indicative of the political principles which they respect- 
ively professed to cherish and uphold. 

II. To pursue the " Popish plot" through its succes- 
sive ramifications, would be to impose an irksonie task 
on the feelings and patience of the reader. But out of 
the new informers, who daily grafted their own dis- 
coveries on the original narrative of Uates, two will claim 
his attention, not so much on account of tlieir superior 
infamy, as of the purpose to which their evidence was 
subsetjuently applied- 1. The Hrst was named Danger- 
field, a young man of handsome person and of creditable 
acquirements, but who, in the course of a few years, had 
run through a long career of guilt. In different places 
and for dilTerent crimes, he had been condi^moed to line 
and imprisonment, had suffered the punishments of 
whipping and being burnt in tiie hand, had stood in the 
pillory, and had been repeatedly outlawed. Mrs. Cellier, 
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a catholic midwife of eminence, who coileoted aIniB for 
the relief of the prisoners, found him among the debCoi'S 
in Newgate, and received from liim a petition fur pecu- 
niary assistance, wiih a promise that he would ii 
purloin the pupers of Slvoud, a fellow capii' 
to have been suborned hy Shaftesbury a 
jejg against the lords in the Tower. Shesatisfled his cvedi- 
Juiw tors, and on his discharge employed himtovullect certain 
6- monies due to her husband. In this occupation be pre- 
tended that, hy visiting the different cott'ee-iiouses, he 
had discovered the existence of a most dangerous con- 
spiracy. Celhor, through the agency of lady Powis, in- 
troduced him to the earl of Peter borougli, and Peter- 
borough hi tbe duke of York, to whom he declared that, 
during tbe king's indisposition, the principal presby- 
teriana had conspired to raise an. army, and seize on the 
governmaiit; that the design, though frusti'aled foe the 
moment by the king's recovery, was not yet abandoned; 
and that the paper which he then delivered to his royal 
highness, would show that commissions had already lieeu 
distributed, and the plan of a revolution in the goverii- 
meut had actually been ari'anged. James heard him 
with jealousy and reserve. He gave him indeed twenty 
guineas as a reward for bis good will ; but Iranslerred 
him with his document to the king, who, having ordered 
him en additional present of fortyguineas, commissioned 
secretary Coventry to watch his conduct, and investigate 
the truth or falsehood of hia story. Coveiitrj thought 
it unworthy of credit. He gave him back his payer, and 
demanded something more satisfactory : but Dangerfleld 
could produce nothing besides two letters written by 
Bulstrode, the envoy at Brussels, to the earl of Sbaftes- 
hury. The letters were on indiBerent matters ; hut that 
they should be in the possession of Dangerfield was very 
extraordinary. The king grew uneasy: there was, he 
declared, some dark and mysterious plot in agitation*. 
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A few days later, in. consequence of an information Oct. 
laid by Dani;elfield, the revenue offii^re searohud the 30 
lodgings of colonel Mansel, ihe quarter-master of the 
supposed preabytetian avmy, and instead of a prize of 
foreign lace which had been promised them, discovered 
a bundle of treasonable papers concealed behind tliebed. 
That these papere were focgeiies appealed on the first 23. 
inspection ; Mansel traced the contrisancu to Danger- 
field ; and the councd committed him to Newgate. In 2;r, 
prison he appeared to be agitated with the most violent 31, 
remorse. He aclcnowledged tbat, at the insltgation of 
Lady Powis and Mrs. Cellier, be had been engaged in a 
sham plot for the purpose of covering a real one : the 
presbyterians were innocent, the papists guilty : lord 
Arundell had offered him 'iOOOl. as a reward for the 
murder of the kine — that bribe he had the virtue to 
refuse — then lord Powis offered hirn 5601. to assiissiiiate 
the earl of Shaftesbury — he yielded to the temptation : 
but twice his heart failed him, and lord Peterborough 
Mproached him with cowardice. In conclusion, aa a 
proof of the siucerily of his repentance, be declared that 
the original of the notes shown by him to the king, tiie 
document on which the sham plot was to have been 
founded, lay concealed in a meal-tub in the house of 
Mrs. Oellier. There the paper was accordingly dis- 
covered ; and thence, the whole transaction is known in 
history by the name of the meal tub plot 

In consequence of these diBclosuies hdy Powis was 
committed to the Towei, but escaped the dinger of a 
trial, the bill against her bemg ignored by the grand ^ 
jury of Middlese"! Mis Cellier was impusoned in "'' 
Newgate, wheie Shaftesbury, sir William Waller, and iGstl. 
EangerSeld himself solicited bai to turn infoimer: butMiiy 
her resolution set them at defiance ; and, on her trial, she '^^■ 
satisfied the court, that her accuser was too infamous in"'"'" 
law to be admitted as a credible witness*. Her ac- ' 
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quittal induced the attorney-general to postpone for a 
few days the trial of lord Castlemaine, wlio had been 
oliarged with high treason ; and in tha interval another 
pardon— the first had not included felony, burglary, or 
forgery by name—waa [>ranted lo Dangerfield, thai he 
miirht be brouirht forward as a second witness in support 
of the evidence of Titus Oarea against that nobleman. 
But no pardon could remove the siigraa which had been 
impressed on his character hy sixteen conyictions in <iif- 
le ferent courts ; the jury refused to give credit to his oath, 
'- and lord Castlemaine also obtained an acquittal *. The 
informer, however, was not abandoned by his patrons ; 
tliey kept him in resen-e till the meeting of pailiament ; 
and hoped to influence by his testimony, jnfanioua and 
def^raded as he was, the deliberations both of the lords 

The mystery which covered the meal-tub plot has 
never been completely developed. There were many, 
who believed that the calhotica, indignant at the unjust 
persecution which they suffered, sought to retuliate on 
their accusers by forgeries similar to those which had 
been employed against themselves. Others looked on 
Dangerfleld as the mere tool of Oates ; and that the 
real object of both was lo inveigle some catholics into an 
attempt to Gs. a pretended plot on the presbylerians, 
that, by denouncing them, they might prop up the 

Brief ReladoDurtlMAccus'iIiiia and Dalivrmnce or EliKilwUi Celliec." 
Soma jiflflMjfva in llili tmot, leflpeeiia^ tha tn-ntnent ot the privonert la 
NewifdtD W ('Hptun B-LcbiudiUD. Ihi; JiUU^r, GB-pouil hn (d u. jiBOitid trinl 
iSi-uC. 13} ibritlllieL. SJiawnittauBdguillj.iimtaandaiiiiieil ui uDTaflDe 
uilbakitiKoT laoM and IS alDDd Ibrln In l)ia jiilhicy. Sisis TrUls.TiL 
IISI— ISia Ehs hull liwn an imparlHiit nitoeiaillLe trinl uflocd Cnitle- 
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declining credit of the original imposture. But ihe lung 
was convincL'd that his veal instigatovs. M'hoever they 
might be, aimed at a Ivgher quarry ; that they soiiglit 
to draw the dvike of York iiilo Home practice which 
mij^iit add fuel to the popular pi'ejudice against him, and 
minister additional arguments in &vour of the bill of 
exclusion. The use whicli wns afterwards made of 
Dangerfteld seems to confirm this conjecture*. 

2. A short notice may suffice for Bolron, from whom 
was derired the Yorkshire branch of the plot. He had 
been the manager of sir Thomas Gascoign's eoa! pits, 
had made free with the money of his employer, and had 
been threatened with a proseoutioii for felony by lady 
Tempest, the daughter of air Thomas, la his alarm he 1679. 
sought to shelter himself under the mantle of an in- June 
former: hut the county magistrates, hefiivo whom he 34. 
laid his information, convinced by theii- personal know- 
ledge of its falsehood, refused to grant the warrant which 
he demanded. Bolron hastened to London, made a second 
and more ample deposition before tlie earl of Sh.ifles- 
bury. and subsequently added a third, wbiph supplied 
the deAciencies, and reconciled the inconsistencies of 
the preceding. From London the informer was sent^^_ 
back to Yorkshire to procure a second witness, whom i£' 
he found in Mowbray, a servant lately discharged from 
the family on suspicion of theft. Sir Thomas Gascoign, 
who was in his eighty-fifth year, was tried at West- |gg(^ 
minster before a jury of Yorkshire aentlemen. The two j.,;,, 
wttmssses deposed that be, his son Thomas, his daughter 24. 
lady Tempest, his nephew Mr, Thwinge, sir Miles 
Slapleton, Mr. Ingleby, and some others, had subscribed 
monej towards the assassination of the king, and the 
propagjtion of tho catholic Mth, and that they them- 

notoiaClbp clileTludlcii Nonli, "-rluun nt Ihalim-CNonh, attS),lu Dho- 
inSeUl'i "PnrticuliirNiircntiini'-iDlBT^, U-l.i.'i'a' Miille- DnreaU'a" 
in ICiW, D»n|i-tn81d'»An™er lo » eeiiHlo guniliilini. IjiuE Pnmyhlet, 
"pntltlnl, Hiilin DereUal," isau, OII<'t'<> r<j;diider ot ■ Mitchin* 
- llogue," 1680. IhB Luida' Jiinrnnli. xilL 66J. Cm^MBdjw'B HanlliiUv 
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selves had been initiated in tlie eonspicacy by taking 
what the infoimora calied " llie papists' hlooily oath of 
" secrecy." For the defence it was proved hy the pri- 
soner's solicitor, that Boh'on never made any charge 
against his master till he had heen threatened with a 
prosecution; by the two magistrates that his deposition 
before them bore very little resomlilance to liis evidenne 
in its present improved form ; and by a host of unim- 
peaohuble witnesses, that neither he nor his associatii 
Mowbray had any claim from Iheirprevioua character to 
the belief of the court. Tlio old man was acquitted ; 
and the other cases were sent hack to be tried in the 
July county. Lady Tempest proved equally fortunate with 
28. her father, but a third jury convicted Thwin^e, while a 
^^' fourth acquitted Ingleby, and a fifth sir Miles Staple- 
ton *. It waa evident that if the olhera were innocent, 
Thwinge could not be guilty ; and the king, under this 
conviction, granted him a reprieve: but llie ministers 
dared not face (he house of commons, as long as a single 
individual under condemnation for the plot remained 
alive, and on tlie day after the meeting of parliament, 
in consequence of their remonstrances, Thwinge sutforcd 
at York the death of a traitor +. 

The summer passed away amid the hostile prepara- 
tions of the two parties. The Umg (satiety had now 
blunted his appetite for pleasure) spent his time in 
privacy at Windsor ; and, as if he had no subject of dis- 
quietude on his mind, amused himself with angling, 
walking in the park, and supei intending t ho improve- 
ments in the castle and the adjjming grounditjl. But 

• stalls Trials. vB. aS9-10iS. The namiUte of LnwroDce Mnwbmi, at 
Leeds. GenL mo. Tin Nurortivti or Bobert Bolron of Sliipi.unliuD 
G^Dl. 16a0. 

t Low at Ihf otpdlt of Bolron nin Bunk. lie »iu ogslo brouahlftirivard, 
Biul niude lo piililiih. with Jieimisaloo of tha liouse of enmiHoriB, 3 mUBt 
InfHTliOM e>r(ery eollllol, " The PnpislB' Bloddj- Ojlll of Si^crecv. aud 
■■ Liluoy of IiiwresKioo," IWO. SmUi» liaol nodlliBjouroiiis of Dm. 
16. 1680. TbB publimlioD waa nrfUhneil . it louk pliMio In the inlcival 
betnem IhecondsmoaiuniaiBl tbo esocuii™ of lord Suffutd. 

J ■' CrWln," HyB Bi^reabj, •' 11 Ib. Ihat lie WBi miioh heller gilesBed 
■■ villi rstlconHiit thia tbi' bony of tbe g'-J luid busy world. Bsniby, 
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Jttmea was more anxiously employed. He MMiclietl 
Willi aolieitude the intrigues of the party, ami lalioured 
to impress on die royal mind a persuasion, that the real 

bject fh' n m' th b rs' ItL ly 

d th bl i m t t th uim 11 H 

teedlhm film rem !!i g 

ac^ d p w d tt tl It t 11 

h hd d Ihmkfptntmtl f 
I pi h t th y p t f a I th f ty f 1 g 
as tl y 1 d d d g « reb 11 f E 1 p 
poseofinHaming the people, that they had be^un wiih 
the bill of exclusion tj) make the monnichy elective ; 
and that, when they had aocumplished that object, they 
might, indeed, gratify Ciiarles with the title and the 
revenue of a king, but would reduce him in point of 
power to a level with the doge of Vuniee *. There is no 
doubt that James was covrert, as fer as regacded the 
views of Algernon Sydney, and liisconfideniial friends f; 
but the majority of those, who advocated the bill of ex- 
clusion, were not unwilling to perpetuate the monavcliy, 
tliough their leaders sought to strip it of many powera 
which it still possessed, and which they deemed incon- 
sistent with the rights of the people. But if James were 
removed from the succession, whom did they intend to 
subsiitute in his place P They were divided between 
the two couipetitors, the prince of Orange in right of 
his wife, the eldest daughter of James, and the duke of 
Monmouth, as the son of the king. That tlie ambition 
of the former was nut insensible to the splendid prize 
which fortune seemed to offer liira, is certain ; and much 
has transpired to provoke a suspicion that he secretly 
promoted the plan of exclusion. With this intention 
Van Lewen was sent to England, in quality of envoy 

• Jhibes (Heisoin), 1. S95. 53S. 613, £14. eSS. Dnirvninle. SSe. 
tJui«(Mami>iH). 633. Di>1i)«itilK. 93?. i282. 313 ITAviuie, I. 9. 
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from the Stales, but with instructions to press on the 
miad of the king the necessity of presecving a good un- 
derstanding between him and the parliament. Fiimaiis 
followed Varj Lewen in a private capacity, but for tlie 
purple of treating clandestinely witli the leaders of tlie 
country party. Among the ministers Godolphin and 
Sunderland, both high in the royal confidence, were 
already won to his interest, and Hyde, though devoted 
to James through gratitude and attacliment, lelt no in- 
clination to oppose the cause of his niece, the princess 
of Orange *. The hopes of Monmouth rested on the yet 
unextinguished affection of the king, who in a private 
inteniew had forgiven his past conduct, and on the 
asfurances of support from Shaftesbury, from Montague, 
and i^erhaps from their intimate associate, lord Russell, 
Of himself he put forth no pretensions ; he bad nothing 
in vieiv but tlie common welfare of the nation. Laying,, 
aside all political en,^ageme^ts, and assuming tlie ap- 
pearance of a man of pleasure, he made a tour of the 
kingdom, and visited the most celebrnied fairs, races, 
and assemblies of amusement. His friends, however, 
were careful to announce bis coming beforehand, to 
sound forth his praises and pretensions, and to collect 
multitudes to gree^ his arrival. On one occasiun, when 
he visited sir William Portman, near Taunton, he is 
said to hnve been met by twenty thousai'd persons; 
and aflenvards, when he accepted an invitation to dine 
with the city, it was observed that tlie royal arms were 
emblazoned on his carriage, without the bar, the heraldic 
token of illegitimate birth +, 
. In June Charles had concluded a treaty with the king 

]0_ of Spain, by which the contracting parlies bad engaged 
to maintain the peace of Nimeguen, and to aid each 
other with their whole force in the case of aggression on 
any part of their respective dominions in EuropeJ. This 
treaty had been devised by the prince of Orange, to curb 
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the nmbitioii of Louis, who was still believed to cherisli 
bostile designs against tlie Spanish territories in the 
Netherlands; and it was strongly seconded bj the 
advice of Temple and Simderlaiid, as calculated !o refule 
tbe general opinion that the king still suffered him- 
self to be swayed by French counsels. In August he Aug 
announced his intention of meeting the parliament on 23. 
the 21st of October, and tbe announcement stimulated 
tbe opposite parties to new exertions preparatory to the 
contest. It was evident that the adversaries of the duke 
bad acquired in the interval a consideraiile accession of 
strength. The boldness of Shaftesbury in presenting 
that prince for recusancy, hod indissolubly bound the 
nablemen and gentlemen, who accompanied him, to his 
party — they had gone too far to withdraw : they must 
ruin the presumptive heir ot be ruined by him — and it 
confirmed the wavering fidelily of some among their 
followers, who conceived that no reasonable man would 
have ventured on such an attempt without full assurance 
of success. In addition they could now command the 
services of Sunderland ond G 1 ph wh (rom the 
moment that they devoterl th I t tl interests 
of the pri^ice of Orange, had pi d ed th I es to the 
leaders to promote the bill of 1 Th y bad won 

a still more powerful auxiliary tl 1 1 as of Porls- 
niouth. Her terrors had be 1 ' y tl threat of 

an indictment, and were kepi 1 by th p bl cation of 
at deles of high treason and other misJemeanora against 
her*. She sought a reconciliation through the agency 
of lord Howard of Escrick, and to lull the suspicion of 
Cbai'les, attributed her interviews with that nobleman to 
her desire of mitijfaling the hostility of the party. A 
treaty was concluded between her on one side, and Mon- 
mouth, Shaftesbury, and Russell on the other: it was 
stipulated that they should suppress all proreedings 
against her, and that she should employ all her inHuence 
with the king in aid of the bill of exclusion. With this 
• S» il in SDinen, Tiueu, vilL XS}. 
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isioned (o offer him a large supply 
of moviey, wilh the power of naming his suc.eeBsor in tlie 
same manner as it had been conferred on H envy V HI. 
Gradually lie was brought, or at least jiretended, to listen 
to tliese terms. Monmouth bad litlle doubt that he 
should bs tlie person riamed by his father :' the duchess 
was supposed to indulge a hope that her own son by the 
king might prove the successful competitor*. 

Though Jamea was not without suspicion, he was kept 
in ignorance of this intrigue, till the court returned from 
Newmarket, when Essex, Halifax, Sunderland, GJodol- 
phin, and the duchess of Portsmouth took opportunities 
to represent to the king, separately and, as it were, with- 
out concert, the necessity of his brother's depai'ture be- 
fore the opening of parliament. He permitted [bcm to 
siijnify their opinion to James, who received it with 
strong expressions of displeasuM, Experience, he said, 
hail convinced him that his presence proved an en- 
couragement to his friends, his absence to his enemies. 
The question was then laid before the council, where 
eleven out of eighteen members spoke in his favour ; but 
the king, with those in the secret, contrived, by putting 
hypothetical cases, to embarrass the deliberation, and 
the next day informed the duke that I'easons of stale 
rendered his absence indispensable during the approach- 
ing session. At these words the unfortunate prince 
appeared sunk in despair; and to console him Charles 
most solemnly promised that he would never surrender 
hut with his life the rightful descent of the crown, the 
command'^ the naval and military force, and the power 
of calling, proroguing, and dissolving parliament. James, 
for a last favour, solicited a general pardon, as a protec- 
tion against impeachment during his absence : hut the 
king replied that a pardon was unnecessary. If the 
commons talked of an impeachment, he would meet the 
attempt with a dissolution. Convinced that he was 

• TarajiK It. S31. liimfs(MeinoliO.I.S3I.S34.5B9.ei5. MacphuMn 
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aljandotied by his brother, the puinee with a heavy and Oct. 
misboding heart went on board his yacht, and sailed for ""• 
Leilh, tbe dny before the meeting of parliament *. 

BariltoD had carefully walched tlie progi'ess of these 
intrigues, and received instructions from his court to 
make it his ebief object to prevent any gi'ant of money 
in support of the Spanish treat}, and fur that purpose to 
foment, by every expedient in bis power, the dissension 
among Ibe several parties. He informed the popular 
leaders that Louis considered it as muoh bis interust as 
theirs, that the powers of the crown should be confined 
witbia the narro\*'est limits ; and would therefore be 
always ready to aid them in their efforts to secure the 
liberties of the people. To James he made the offer of 
pecuniary aid, whenever that prince might deem it ex- 
pedient lu draw the sword in support of hia own rights. 
If the king should seem disposed to an union with the 
popular party, the ambassador was author izeil to prevent 
it by offering a yearly pension, provided he would with- 
draw from bis treaty witli Spain, and govern wiihout a 
parliament! and should the bill of exclusion lie cai'ried, 
and a necessity exist of choosing between the prince of 
Orange and Monmouth, he was instructed to support the 
former, though a personal enemy, in preference to the 
pretensions of a bastard. BarlUon immediately began 
to intrigue, and with the distribution of a few thousand 
pounds, purchased the services, or a promise of the 
services, of several among the more infliiential members 
of the house of o( 



•JaiBMtMmwIn"),!. B94-60ft. DnlrympTe, S65. SG8. Macpli™ 
1. 105. In cnnietis^B wh\i Batlllon ba&is hli <lf iiaruite Jumiv soya 



>ii ^t d'ttte eM]&Kmeni 



ilti-[ de> ItnnblHi en Bcmh a ta Irlunda. ll<;nc- Dalcympla (Ses) 



iple, a7L 877, S79, 579, BM. SES. Besiaen 



iDBl'^m'lii 



dhy Google 



233 CRfiRiES II. [chap. in. 

It was thfi intention of the Whigs that the bill of 
exclusion should originate in that house. The plan of 
operaliona was traceil by the hand of Shaftesbury, and 
did honour to the ingenuify of its author. As soon as 
the members had taken the oaths, Dangerfielil appeared 
at the lior to accuse the presumptive heir to the crown. 
Oct. Though he stood there with the accumulated infamy of 
26. sixteen convictions on bis head, Chough his teElimony 
had been rejected by the verdicts of three Bucceasive 
juries, he was received with approbolion, and listened to 
with credulity, t He solemnly affirmed that the duke of 
York had been privy to his imposture of a, presbyterian 
plot, had given him instructions to forge and distribute 
the lists and commissions, had made him a present of 
twenty guineas witli a promise of a more substantial re- 
ward, had turned into ridicule his scruple of shedding 
the king's blood, and had commanded him to persevere 
witlioutdiead of the consequences*. Before the indigna- 
tion excited by this disclosure had subsided, lord Russell 
rose,and moved that it should be the Srst care of the house 
" effectually to suppress popery, and prevent a popish 
successor," He was seconded by sir Henry Capel, who, 
in the whole reign of the king, during the lapse of 
twenty years, could see nothing but the prevalence of 
popish counsels. Whether toleration was gianted or 
denied, whether war was declared or peace concluded, ~ 
whether the king sought to conciliate the two houses by 
concession, or cut short their debates by a prorogation 
or dissolution, every measure, whatever mij,'ht bo its ap- 
parent motive, proceeded from the secret influence of the 

J^IIiQuDAeiliiiTa,tfHrtim^ for CamD^riml.ArTnstrooF? for Slaffntd, nofl Baa- 
CDwen Lbc THeDnj, wilh AkKamoa Sj'duev aoil llabrr, uqth^i or vhoia 

bpr fiir Derhjshi™. Foley fci as«ii«[ Btdrf«"H«ir*HirB™u^™r 
SlHif.e.l>.iry, H..l1ii.in Cr Be«prl^v. Garniway for Aruudsl, Fmnklndd fiir 
Tliink, and Rarlfw fur Hi'icfurdtlilre, vlth HicdaLI DDi CumtitDn, liD 
Bj.'TOls.w.TeMlljllrf Willi ilipiiiciaiKreuin of 3M gul,ie«B. Soe ilaril- 
lua'san'i.nol.iUb'dDeceniliHl.O. li. lu Diilrymple, 31B, 
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papists in the prosecution of their great objects the de- 
stroetioQ of p rotas iantism, and the elevation of a popish 
prince to the throne. Fvom the same impure source he 
deriTcd the many acts of nibilrarj- power, which marked 
the king's reign, the huvning of London, the de*tiuciion 
of the llect in the river, the attempts on the life of the 
protestant monarch, and that hellish plot, fur the dis- 
fiovery of which they were indebted to the mercy of Pro- 
vidence and the agency of Titus Gates. Montague and 
others followed in the same tone of invective and crimi- 
nation, and the resolution was adopted without a dissen- 

It was of importance not to suffer the vindictive 
feelings, kindled hy these harangues, to cool through 
procrastination, or the want of additional excitement. 
Two days later the deposition of Berlloe on his death- Oct. 
bed, oonSrmatory of his former testimony, was read to ^^• 
the house + ; soon afterwards Francisco de Faria, a con- 3" 
verted Jew, came forward to declare that a proposal to 
assassinate Oates, Bedloe, and Shaftesbury had been 
made to him. by the late Porluguese amiiassador, to 
whom he had aet«d as interpreter J; then Dugdale re-Nuv. 
lated at great length his proofs of the guilt of tlie lords !• 
in the Tower; next came Prance to make nddiiions to 
his old tale of the murder of GodfiTjy ; and last of all 2. 
•C.Joitrn. OclM, Piiil.Hial.iv. 1162— 1172. Jnnies, 1. 601. 

ODd befare hlai ud iBTatal olhen denlarrd Iluit Iha ntilann whlcb lia 
h^d /cLven i"ai true, aiid lanwiilflil Itae daii w to wbieh tbe proti^lAdt re- 
UeIdd wnsexpooed- Ha tben exprsufd b wiih to eommaiilcjile iuipurlaDt 
lub>niabaiilaMi>nhalune;>Ubuibia«>lt end Nonb'i ciny SeR the 

Aparly tolbpplDt. vlthtiiaejunmLouof Ibsiniinln-DrtbekiD);, vid tbjit 
lliuque^n bud given maaey Ibrihe pnipagjillun of tbe aatboJia faitb, but 

tiiHt 1» iiad untbiuc; Id add la iL. llap^bllelltiuaKn:atirdl1]■L>pl1iutedlbe^ 
esiirelnticiuofOiejmity. BlalsTrliils, li. Il93, Nortii, VSSL KM. 

t GBi|iar de Abreu da Fnitu, the atnhagsiidar, left En^ilnnd In 
Paliruiiy. Da Fitria witlioiit mnployniBDl L'rew piiorj bo nvct«niled to 

lad; AiHTgDvenay. fliid oblcrjualice Scro^ were leajjiieii ivhh tlie am- 
baaiadot. Sae liia prLated iDfurmaliunj and narTotlva, 
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Mr. Treby mode a full report of tlic several informations 
vespecllng the plot, which had been collected by the in- 
dustry of the committee appointed in the last parliament. 
In concluBion the house passed the three following 
votes: 1. tbat the conspirators had been led to engage in 
tho plot by their knowledf;e that the duko of York was 
a papist ; 2. that if any violence were offered to his ma- 
jesty's person, it should be revenged on the whole body 
of the papists ; 3. that a bill should be introduced to 
disable the duke of York from aueceeding to the im- 
perial crown of England*. 

Had the adherents of the court united in his defence 
with the " party volant" (so the independent members 
were called) James might yet have bidden defiance to 
the formidable host which stood in array asaiust him. 
But means were devised to intimidate tbe one and to at- 
tract the other. The expulsion and imprisonment of 
sir Francis "Wythens, for the presentation to the king of 
the Westminster address expressive of "abhorrence of 
" the petitions," and of sir Robert Canne, because at 
Bristol he had hinted an opinion that a presbytevian was 
more probable than a popish plot, showed how dangerous 
it was lo provoke the displeasure of the leaders ; and a 
number of petitions against undue returns, petitions 
levelled chiefly against the courtiers, taught them to 
tremble for tho possession of their seats, and to propi- 
tiate those on whose votes their subsequent fate must 
depend. On the other hand the party volant was in- 
duced to give their aid to the Whigs, on considerations 
drawn from the sudden departure of James, and the 
warmth displayed by lord Russell and William Jones, 
The king, it was argued, would never have banished his 
brother a second time, had he not seen the necessity of 
yielding io the popular ferment ; nor could it be sup- 
posed that a nolilenian so cautious as lord Russell, with 
such a princely fortune at stake, or a lawyer so eminent 
in his profession as Jones, with such a briliianf prospect 
•C.Juum. Oel.38.30; Nov. 1, a. 
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before him, wouU hove embarked so eagerly, so viDlenlly, 
in the ciiuse, without some secret assurance of being able 
to l)i-inj; it to a successful iaaue". 

In the debates respecting the bill of exclusion, the Nov 
speakers on both sides did Utile raoi'e than repeat ihe **■ 
arguments which they liad enforced in the last pai'- 8. 
lioment. The principal novelty was an allusion to the |(|_ 
unacknowledged claim of the duke of Monmouth. Why, 
it was asked, did the bill contain no provision in case tlie 
duke of York should return to the protestant church ? 
For what purpose had all mention of his children been 
so cautiously avoided? Why was not the right ofsue- 
eession declared to reside in them? "They talk, in- 
" d^d," exclaimed eolouel Legi,'e, afterwards earl of 
Dartmouih, " of another successor in a black box ; but, 
" if that Pandora'a box is to he opened, I hope it will be 
" in my time, and not in ihat of my children, that I my- 
" self may have the honour of drawing my awoi'd in 
" support of Ihe rightfiil heir." The advocates of the 
bill were content to reply, that as it named no one but 
the duke, the disability would apply solely to him; he 
would be dead in law ; and the crown would of course 
descend as if he were naturally dead*. 

In the mean lime Sliaftesbury, to the surprise of the 
uninitiated, paid several visits in public to the duchesa 
of Portsmouth ; and yet the negotiation, which had 
eommeuced under her auspices, proceeded but slowly, 
Charles had descended from the demand of etlO,0liOi. to 
the sum of 6OO,OU0i. : but neither party dajed to place 
cunlideai:e in the good faith of the other; he insisted 
that the parliamentary grant should precede, the Whigs 
that it should follow, the exclusion of tlie duke ^, The 
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traeo of any similar design in Ireland, ivhere the catho- 
lics wece so much move numerous, and had experienced 
so many more grievous and more recent causes of irri- 
tation. Oimond carefully executed the orders of the 
English council, tliough he was convinced that they 
were not called for by any fault of the natives. He dis- 
armed the catholics, suppressed all schools and convents, 
shut up the chapels in the ptincijial towns, and com- 
manded by proclamation all catholic priests to quit the 
island by a certain day. Next, in obedience lo new in- 
Btmctious, but in opposition to his own judgment, he 
offered rewards lo informers respecting the plot, and im- 
mediately a few men of desperate fortunes and aban- 
doned character came forward. But (hey met with little 
credit among their countrymen. Most of the accused 
were dismissed after examination by the Irish council, 
and the others, who took their trials, were acquitted by 
proteStant juries*. The friends of the plot were not 
discouraged. Tliey summoned tite disgraced informers 
to England, E«ut them buck ivith new instructions to 
Ireland, and now, having recalled them from their mis- 
sion, exhibited them at the bar of the house of commons, 
where Hetherington, Murphy, and Fi I zgei'ald detailed the 
particulars of an imaginai'y plot in Ireland, the exact 
counterpart of that supposed to have been discovered in 
• Ciuto,ii477.19».613— 516. App.BD 
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England. The moment thay departed, an address com- 
plaining of evil counsiellovs, and begginf; llie liing to 
trust to liis faithful commons was adopted, and o motion 
made to lead the bill of exclusion the tliird lime. The 
duke's friends yielded to the iorrent : they did not even 
call for a division, and the bill passed amidst the shouts 
and congratulations of its advocates*. 

Here, however, for some reason, of which we are ig- 
norant, a pause of four diys ensued ■ and the inter- 
mediate lime was spent by the opiosite paitiea in pre- 
paring foi tlie content m the house ot bids Charles 
look a moht decided part, openly soliciiingiotes in favour ^°''' 
of his absent brother, and the popular leaders procured 
numerous petitions, andneie careful that Uangerflekl 
should be in attendance Ithad been aitfully arranged 
that his charge against (tie duke should immediaiely 
precede the inlioduction of the bill of exclusion. But 
his lesCimony failed to produce the desired effect; for 
lonl Peteibocougli who wasnamedas'i paitj vindicated 
himself 6uvicloi'ious''(, that e^en Essex, one of the op- 
posite leaders, pionounced the inloimei uinvorlhy of 
credit t. When lord Russell brought up the bill, he ivas 
accompanied by the gieat body of the commons, and his 
f U t tl " t d bl J m d k f 
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gleaey, who aaems fo have been intimidated hy the 
evidence of Dangei'field, and by the earl of Suuderland, 
who tiH)k this opportunity to announce his apostasy *. 
Prudence might have closed the lips af Moiimouth : but 
he spoke boldly, ami utlered senliments which gave un- 
pardonaljle olfenee both to his father and uncle. He 
should vote, be said, for the bill, because he knew of no 
otber expedient to preserve the life of the king IVom the 
malieeof thedukeof York; anexpi-ession which Chai'les, 
who was present, likened, in a loud whisper, to " the kiss 
of Judas." On the opposite side appeared a champion 
of matcliless prowess, the earl of Halifax. He exposed 
the hypocritical ambition of Monmouth with ell the 
powers of >rit and sarcasm j he rebutted the arguments of 
Shaftesbury with an eloquence and energy which sur- 
passed the most partial expectations of hia friends ; and 
ha developed the arts and intiigues of the. exclusionists 
in. a manner which was keenly felt and deeply reeented. 
At nine at night, after a debate of six hours, ibe house 
divided, oud the bill was I'ejected, on the first reading, 
by a majority of sixty-three to thirty voices \. 

To console themselves under this disappointment the 
popular leaders resolved to hunt down those whom they 
considered as its principal authors. Hulifox in one 
■"''■ house, and Seymour in the other, were marked out for 
the objects of vengeance. Against Halifax the com- 
mons presented an addt'ess, that he might be for ever 
ienioved from the royal councils and presence, not be- 
cause he had so successfully opposed the bill of exclusion, 
but under the pretence that he had advised the late dis- 
solution, Charles briefly replied, that whenever tliej 
could show that either Halifiix, oruuy other of his coun- 
cillors, had committed a legul offence, he would never in- 
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terpose to screen him or them fiom pu si n put Sej 
mour, the most poweiful ad oc ile of tl e lul e n the 
council, Ihey impeacl ed of iieciilatton 1 1 the e\icutioii of 
his office of treasmer of the navy a charge the truth or 
fdUehood of which was never asceitamed because he 
was never btoaght to a public tiial To llie kino; him 
self, who had asked for pecumarj ad toiards the de 
fence of Tangier against the Moora vhey leplied by an 
addi'ess, whiiUi wab in real ty meint (o be an appe 1 to 
the people. The papists thci told him ihat bloody 
" and restless part} not content wUb tte priiale e\oi 
eisB of their idolatrous worship, had bi'Ought over multi- 
tudes of priests and Jesuits to pervert the consciences of 
his subjects, and to corrupt those whom they could not 
pervert; had gradually usurped the control over the in- 
ternal and external piility of the kingdom ; had prevailed 
on him to make peace or war, to call or dissolve pailia- 
menta, as suited their purposes ; and, hiving before tbxia 
the prospect of a ptoselyted princo to succeed to tlie 
throne, had formed the design of a^ieassinatuig his ma- 
jesty, of desti'Dying the proiestants in England, and of 
execiiling a, second massacre in Ireland, that by these 
means they might accomplish the suppression of religion, 
and the overthrow of ihe government To prevent these 
eirils, the house of ciimmoiia had proposed the exclusion 
of Ihe duke as the only remedy. Let the king adopt it, 
and he would find them reniy to vote him pecuniary 
assistauce: if not, hid I st preserve them- 
selves guiltless of 1 hi d d desolation likely to 

In the house of 1 d Sh fesbury proposed, what ho 
described " as tlie si n n I nee of security for 

" liberty and religion a b 1 f d ce, whi<;h hy sepa- 
rating the king from Ca h , m gbt enable him to 
many a protestant pi-incess, and to leave the crown to 

• C. loDcn. Nov. 17. Si. SB, S;. 
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hia legitimate iasue*. The earlsof Essex and Salisimvy 
and llie lord Howard of Escrick supported the, motion ; 
which v,a% as warmly opposed bj the earls of Halifax 
and Bridgewater. Chailes, however, declared that he 
would never consent to the di^race of an unoffending 
woman ; he openly solicited the votes of the peers against 
tlie measure; and its originator, despairing of the result, 
suffered it to sleep for a while, with the hope of bringing 
it forward again under more favourable auspices, and 
w ith a better prospect of success •!■. 

Hitherto the session had brought to Ihe popular leaders 
nothing but disappointment and defeat ; the prosecutioti 
of William Howard, lord viscount Stafford, gave them a 
victory, but a victory which covered them with disgrace. 
Of the victims sacrificed to the perjury of Gates and his 
biDther informers not one had died without protestations 
of innocence; and the truth of these protestations had 
been strongly confirmed by the repeated acquittal of their 
surviving companions during the last summer. The 
credit of the plot, the credit of the majorities in both 
houses who had so loudly and so frequently pronounced 
their belief in its existence, and the credit of the states- 
men who had employed it as an engine to move the 
passions of the people, and as a weapon of offence against 
the duke of York, were evidently at slake. To maintain 
the reputation and the iiiHuenoe of the party, a amvic- 
tion was necessary, and to obtain such convj^ction no art 
was left untried, which the desire of victoiy could suggest. 
Hence it was, that when the lords in the Tower, after 
their long and rigorous confi-iiemenl J, demanded a trial, 

tliHqiU!itIunofUnniiiaulb'ile|iilliDois}',wbencs Bulph juiU; iureia Iliat 
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the commons did not bring them together to the bar, 
but selected the lord Stafford, who on account of Lis age 
and infirmities appeared the lensl able to toaiie a puner- 
fill ilelence ; and in addition tbey exposed bim, during 
the proceedings, to insults capable of unnervinjr the 
stoutest heart, and refused to him those indulgences 
which humanity, if not justice, seemed to demand. 1. 
Each day, as the nuble prisoner proceeded to the hall, or 
returned to the Tower, be was constantly surrounded and 
assailed by crowds of miscreants, sounding in his ears 
the most hideous yells and most appalling imprecations. 
He complained to the court of such treatment, but com- 
plained in vain. These cries, he said, wounded his 
feelings, and disturbed his thoughts ; they disabled him 
from attending to his defence ; they took from him that 
calmness of mind so necess^y to a man pleading for his 
life. 3. On the second day, when the witness Dugdale 
came to the capitai offence, and deposed to the assent, 
said to have been given by lord Stafford io the design of 
assassinating the king, a ciieer of congratulation, an 
expression of feeling suited more to savages than civilized 
men bui'st from the members of both houses, and ran 
through the hall. "What," exclaimed tlie lord high 
steward, " is the meaning of this ? For the honour and 
" dignity of public justice, let us not carry it as if we 
" were in a theatre,'' 3. The counsel of lord Stafford 
attended to argue paints of law, if any such points should 
arise. Yet so captiouswas the jealousy of the nianagei's, 
so avdent their desire of a conviction, that they would 
not permit the counsel to stand within a certain distance 
of the prisoner, lest they might by a whisper orsign sug- 
gest to him some questiun or remai'k, useful for his 
defence, or embarrassing to their witnesses. 4. When 

TepllecHUnthEDSk^rdTDOtliii^ but what tlie Isw grnn'eA la eve rv Eug- 
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IS had concluded liieir case, and Ibe accused 
eolicitetl the rei-ptte of a day to pi'eparo liis ananer, 
urging ilia fatigue, histiiHi'milies, hiu want of sleep, and 
tlie precedent of a siniilar indulgence in tlie case uflord 
Strafford, they sternly withheld their assent; and the 
lords, through (ear of giving offence, had the inhumanily 
to I'efu^^e a re([uest, which was originally suggestL-d by 
the b[j{h steward, and had lieeii pronounced by him rea- 
sonable and just '*. 

Westminster-hall had been fitted up for the trial after 
the form which had beKn adopted during the proceed- 
ings a;iainst lord Straffonl. The interior exliibited an 
exact resemblance of the house of lords; on each side 
ascending rows of benches were appropriated to the 
meinbors of the house of commons ; the managers, the 
witnesses, and the accused were stationed near the bar, 
in face of the lord high steward ; on the right of that 
officer the king with his attendants, on the left the 
queen with hers, occupied a private box ; and above Ihem a 
spacious gallery accommodated the foreign ambassadors, 
and othef privileged individuals. Finch,. the chancellor, 
discharged the otBce of lord high steward ; and tlje 
managers for the commons were MaynaiJ, who forty 
years before had been similarly engaged in the trial of 
lord Strafford, Winnington, Treby, Jones, Powle, and 
Trevor, the most distingnisbed lawyers in tlie house. 

On the thirtieth of November (it was his sixty-ninth 
birth-day, but whether the coincidence arose from design 
or chance is unknown) this venerable nobleman was 
placed at the bar to plead against the informers, and 
politicians, and zealots who thirsted for his blood. The 
Not. day was spent by the managers in an attempt to establish 
^O" the existence of the plot. With this view they detailed 
to the auiiience all those pernicious doctrines which have 
been so often, and so falsely, attributed to the church of 
Rome, that faitii is not to be kept with heretics, that he- 

• Trfal ot lord Eiaflbtd, folJo, 1630-1, p. id. iS. 65. 
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turodojL sovereigns may be lawfully deposed and mur- 
dered by their siibjeels, and that actions, vicious of iheir 
own nature, become virtuous, when their object is the 
benelit of the church. They then reminded tlieii- hearers 
of the petGccntion under queen Mary, of the gunpowder 
plot, of the massacre of the French EugueuotK, and of 
the rebellion in Ireland ; they attributed to the oatholins 
the burning of London, the destruction of the fleet at 
Chatham, and the subsequent ilres in the metropolis ; 
they pointed in vivid colours all the horrara disclosed by 
Oates and his associates, the intended assassination of 
the king, the massacre of the protestants, the auxiliary 
armies of French papists, of wild Irishmen, and of Spa- 
nish pilgrims ; and they urged the death of Godfrey, (he 
correspondenceof Coleman, and the convictions of (hat 
intriguer, of Laughorne.andof the Jesuits. In the next 
place they threw out menaces of vengeance against all 
who should presume to defame the king's witnesses, or 
offlrhi the innocence of the peers in the Tower; called 
on the lords to display their love of truth, and zeal for 
the protestanC cause ; and predicted that, if juslice were 
done in this case, popery would be for ever banished out 
of the English world. Having thus prepared the minds 
of the audience, they called five witnesses, Dugdale, 
Oates, Prance, Turberville, and Denis, men whose very 
characters were a sufficient condemnation of the cause 
wljicli they appeared to support. They deposed to things, 
many of thera utterly incredible, and many morally im- 
possible ; that the pope, the cardinals, and the Jesuits 
had far several years made this, their design of assassi- 
nating the king, the subject of common discourse and of 
public sermons in Italy; that the moment the king 
should fall, the papists, confessedly a small body of men, 
would rise and cut the throats of the protestants, and 
that such protestants as had the good foitune to escape 
the knives of the assai«sins would nevertheless fait by 
the swords of the popish army, though whence that array 
was to come, or by what means it was to be raised, no 
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man could tlescribe or coneeive. To the testimony of 
tliese men lord Slaffurd wascoiiteiitto reply, ihat no poit 
of it was in any manner applicable to him *. 

On the second day the managers undertook to bring 
, the ubai'fie home to the accused. Dugdide deposed to 
three facts : I. that lord Stafford, at a consult at Tixall, 
had given his consent to the king's death ; 2, that on a. 
aulisequent Sunday, coming from Stafford to Tixall to 
hear muss, he met the deponent, and told him that the 
catholic norship would soon be estiihlished in England; 
and3. that on the 20th or 31st of September, sending 
for the witness to his chamber, he offeredliim 50OL if he 
would undertake to assassinate the kin;;. Dugdale was 
repealfidiy urged to name the time of the consult ; but 
he kept himself on his guard ; though a latitude of ten, 
and subsequently of fourteen days was offeied, still no 
ingenuity could extort from him any other answer than 
that it was held about the end of August, or the begin- 
ningof September, 1678. 

Oates followed. Besides his pretended acquainfance 
with many letters, in which lord Stafford liad expressed 
his adhesion -to the plot, be swore positively that he saw 
Fenwick deliver into Ibe hands of the prisoner a patent 
ttom the general of the Jesuits, appointing him pay- 
master to the catholic army. To Oales succeeded Tur- 
berville, ayoungerson of a catholic family in Glamorgan- 
shire, who, llndtng himself reduced to poverty, had con- 
formed to the established church, and put in his claim 
for the reward promised to informers 1". This witness 
declared that in Pans he had been three weeks with lord 
Stafford, who earnestly solicited him to murder the king. 
His deposition closed the case for the proaccutiun ■ and 
the prisoner was called upon for his defence. Ho ob- 
served, that he had good reason to believe that the 

• -nial, 7-3S. 
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doctrines so ostentstiouslj put forward by the managers, 
were not the doitniiOB of the church of Home ; at all 
events, tlicy were not lus uoetrines; he had always 
loolied on them ntth abhoircnce, and iherefuru was not 
answ::rahle for tiiem , that his past life had home wit- 
ness to his loyalty, and had earned for him the approha- 
tion of his sovereign; and thothis conduct on the first 
discoi'ery of the plot was a satisfiictory proof of his inno- 
cence. ■ Had he heen conscious that Oates the informer 
' saw him accepithotraitorouscomraission.and thatotliers 
liad been suborned hy him to murder tlic king, would 
he not have sought to preserve his life by flight or con- 
cealment ? Yet seven days alterwards he came publicly 
to London, and continued to attend his duty in parlia- 
ment, till he was tafeea into custody. Again, two oora- 
missioners from the house of lords, and subsequently 
others from the council, had come to liim in the Tower 
with a promise of a lull pardon, if ho would only confess 
what he knew of the conspiiacy. Was it to be conceived 
that, with the knowledge of the fitte which had befallen 
those who were found guilty, and of the fate which 
awaited himself in the event of conviction, he would hafe 
refused the proposal, if ho hud been conscious of guilt? 
These things he offered as strong presumptions in his 
favour ; and then requested the respite of a day to pre- 
pare for his defence. That the request was refused is 
already known to the reader *. 

Tlie following morning he boldly met the charges 
against him. Each of the three witnesses was, he main- 
tained, a perjured villain ; and whoever impartially con- 
siders his proofs must admit the truth of the assertion +. 
Of Dusdale he shoived that the informer knew nothing 
of the pretended consult at Tixoll, when he made his 

• 'r(ln1,59-BS.flS. 
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equally ignorant at the lime of his original infurmation. 
He then, indeed, raentioaeii an interview with lord Staf- 
ford on the aOth ; and chargud liim with saying, " that 
" there was a design in hand, and that, if Dugdale would 
" undertake it, he should have a good reward, and would 
"make himself famous; " but to learn the nature of this 
design, he hastened from lord Stafford to Evera the 
Jesuit,, and by him, having previously taken an oath of 
secrecy, was informed that it had for its object the as- 
sassination of the king". How could that deposition be 
reconciled with his (estimony on the present trial ? How 
could he he ignorant of the design if he had already as- 
sisted at the consult in which it was determined, and had 
even received an offer of 500/. to carry it into execution? 
Against Oates lord Stafford objected, 1. that thia 
witness, according to his own testimony, not only pre- 
tended to be a catholic while he was in reality a protest- 
ant, but during his voluntary transaoliona with the 
Jesuits. had lived in the practice of a religious worship 
which in his conscience he believed to be idolatrous. 
"Was a man of this degraded character, a miscreant of 
such deep dissimulation and hypocrisy, one who would 
even commit idolali7 for the accomplishment of his pur- 
pose, admissible as a witness in a court of justice? 
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3. Oates had atateil that, if he had descetirled to such 
discretlitablB arls, it was lo discaier tim sucrels of the 
Jesuits; that lie bad aucceedeii in ublainiiig their con- 
fidance, had been employed by thctn to arran;;e i.ll their 
papers, and to diitiibule theii- treasonable com mi ssiuus, 
and yet, out of ihe multitude of documetitswhith passed 
through his hands, he had not preserved a ainsle line, 
to prove the Iruth of any one of his prefewded dis- 
coverJea. 3. This was not the Qrst lime thai Dates had 
chatged lord SlafFoid upon oalh. In one deposition he 
had made him secrelary of stale, in another he hod 
iiaiopd iiim wiihout any oflice ; and now he conies for- 
ward and swears Ihat, three months before his first 
affidavit, he saw lord Slaffuid receive from the bands of 
Fenwick, the Jesuit, ft commission appointing him pay- 
master of the army. How was it possible to recoimila 
these different oaths, or to attach credit to the testimony 
of a raau who had voluntarily taken them aU*? 

To the evidence of Turherville the prisoner opposed, 
1. a solemn assertion that he was a perfect stranger li> 
the perdon and name of the informer; 2. the testimony 
of the two sen'anis, who attended him in Paris, that 
they never saw Turbervilfe in their master's house ; 
3. theacknowledgment of Turherville himself at the bur, 
that he knew not the servant, nor could describe the 
house, or the rooms, or their furniture; and, lastly, the 
depositions of different persons, that Turberville, afler 
be had conformed to the established ehnrch, repeatudly 
asserted, and sometimes with oaths, that he knew 
nothing respecting the plot In addition to the'ie Dr 
Lloyd, the b h p t St A pi t 1 se t bl 1 b 
ville, after h eon n, n I d f th p f II 

months, m gU I t t fi 1 tl a d !l 1 11 

greater eff t b t a n fdl I n t by 

Winnington I r p 1 h d t h 1 h 

prelate, an 1 h th ght t b tt t 11 n oe t hi d 

Joura'ilii.327 ' '™ " "'°'"™'"' 
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to be s'lied, llian to oncauiiter in its defence Che diaploa.- 
suie ot'ihe house of commons*. 
J, Three of the managers were heard in reply. They 
1." maintained Ihat the reality of the plot was now proved 
beyond dispute, and thai the evidence against the pri- 
soner was clear and conclusive ; they dwelt minutely on 
all the weak points of hi*) case, and the apparent iit- 
accuraoyof apart of his statements; and Ihey urged 
the contradiction wliich had been given to some of hh 
ivilnesseH, and the probability that others, who were 
catholics, had heen previously tutored to serve bis pur- 
pose: but the most important feature in the cose, llie 
charge of perjury against their own witnesses, seems 
almost to have escaped their notice. The pretended 
consult at TixaH, a manifest forgery, they were content 
to waive, because the prisoner objected the uncertainty 
of Dugdaleas to the time; and on the glaring incon- 
sistency betwi'en the testimony of that witness, as well as 
that of Oales, and their original informations, they made 
no comment wliatever. The condemnation of an inno- 
cent man seems not to have alarmed their consciences, 
Tliey acted as if they thought it their duty to employ all 
the powers of Iheir eloquence, all the resources of their 
ingenuity, to procure a conviction ; leaving it to the court 
to detect the fallacy of their reasoning, to unravel the 
web which they had so artfully woven, to siA out the 
truth fi'om that accumulation of chaff under which ihey 
had buried iL If injustice were done, the judges, not 
the advocates, were to be responsible 'I'. 

• LWd, ttcni liailne bten Tnrbenii11i''> ntiaiDns iiislnictnr, nai 
MaLWtojuilgeUwt" 



dUwaBlija ■iiKinff the Dnthullc tiletift, hi* Iiiul prali 

til w'^riy'llli^'' "■ " pWi'OI IT 

- ariillrially i 



ibllibrd » 
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lelona oid'n (ituner, it a»), ni 

.Toined ot tliti book In h)> uHainii ■i-rrcu, jia 

rancurvoiHry. nnridiKivinRwliutltuMiild ud- 

IpdulgsDll; ismlved tlia cue in facia at bli 
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Thft prisoner now made liis exceptions in point of 
law; of which tbe pi'ineipa.1 were, that impeapiimenls in 
parliament determine at the dissolution of purliument, 
and tliat two witnesses are necessary to prove an overt 
act of treason. Tlie first of these t'le lords svould not 
allow to be argued — it had already Leen decided by their 
Louse; on the second ihey consuiteil Ihe judgua, who 
replied unanimously that it was sufficient if one witness 
proved one overt act, and a second another, both being 
directed towards the accomplishment of the same trea- 
Bon. It is difEcuU to believe. that such could be the 
original meaning of the legislatm'e, if we consider ths 
real object for which the statute of treasons passed. But 
this explanation was first given nnder the common- 
wealth in the trial of Love btfbre the high court of jus- 
tice ; it was adopted by the judges at llie reslnralioii in 
the trials of the regicides, and has ever since continued 
to be the doctrine of the courts *, 

On the sevenih day the tords assembled in the hall : Be 
the high steward colled on them in order, beginning with ' 
the junior baron; and each, placing his right bond on 
his breast, pronounced his judgment " upon his honour." 
Out of eighty-six Toices, one-and-thirty declared the 
prisoner innocent, fifty-five guilty. He was now intro- 
duced, andinfiirmedoftho unfavourable result. It proved 
iat dilferent from what he had anticipated; but he 
mastered his feelings. " God's holy name be praised," 
was his answer. " I confess I ain surprised at it; but 
"God's will be done, and your lordships': I will not 
"murmur at it. God forgive those who have swoin falsely 
'■ against me.'" The commons in a body, with the speaker 
at their head, demanded judgment; and the high 
steward, after a laboured speech, which showed, if he 
spoke his real sentiments, how miserably prejudice had 
benighted his understanding, or, if he did not, how 
anxiously he sought to conciliate the tictorious party t> 

•Trial. 193— 198. 
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ai3judge<l the prisoner to suffer the usual punishment 
of ti-ai!oi's. " My lords." said the iiii^urtumte visoount, 
" give rae leave to apeak a few woids. I thank yoii liir 
" all your favours to me. I do liere, in the preseiiRe of 
" Almighty Goil, declare that I have no malice in mi' 
" heart ajjainat those ivho have conderaued me, I know 
" not who they are, nor desire to know. I forgive them 
" all, and heseerh your lordships all to pray for mo. 
" But 1 have one humble request to make, that for 
" the short time 1 have to live I may "not he a close pri- 
" saner, as I have tteen of lale, but may he allowed to 
" aee my wife and children, and friends." The request 
was f;raiited, with a promise that liie lords would also 
be suitors to his majesty to remit every part of tlie 
punishment but the striking off ills head. At these 
words he burst into tears ; but, suddenly coUeuting 
himself, said: "My lords, it is not your Justice, but 
" your liiuduess, that makes me weep*." 

That lord Slalford should have been condemned by so 
numerous a majoiily must have provotied the surprise 
of the reader. But he should recollect that Ihe same 
' objei't will often appear in a very dissiimllar ligbC to the 
spectator who views it calmly from a distance, and to 
the man who acts under tlie influence of public excite- 
ment, and with a judgment swayed by the views and 
prejudices of party. It is also to be remembered that 
lord SlaHbiil was not arraigned before a jury of indif- 
ferent individuals; his fate was decided by the voles of 
men who were parties to the prasecutii>n, and interested 
in his conviction. The house of lords had been era- 
ployed for two sessions in investigating the plot, in pro- 
curing evidence, in forwaiding the ti'ials of ihe accused. 
They had excited the passions of the peo|)ie by tlieir 
votes, had published tlieir conviction of the existence of 
the plot, had made that conviction the ground of a severe 

hn Ml loni SiKDciid ilint iiu» no man miilil iliiiibi llittt U.a.\..a \i'n< biiTnt 
giwo iiuni rrial. SUUB Tiinlj. 1536. " "'"' ' '"' "' ''"'^ 
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pErsecution of the whole liddy of catholics, and had 
tlu-Divii into prison the pel-sons who ventured to express 
a doubt of the honesty of the Infoimers, Had they now, 
ill opposition to the positive oalhsof the same intbrnieis, 
acquitied the prisoner, tiioy would have done what ihey 
so ttrhiti'arily putiiiihed in others ; they must have 
acknowledged that the plot was a fiction; they must 
have taken shame to themselves for the excitement, the 
miseries, and the bloodshed which they had caused, it 
should, moreover, be observed, that the trial came on at 
a moment most unfavourable to the noble prisoner, im- 
mediately after the I'ejectiun of the bill of exclusion, 
when one party was goaded almost to madness by the 
sting of disappointment, and the other, alarmed by 
Ihe threats, sought to pacify the vengeance of their ad- 
versaries*. It will not then excite auiTiiise if, under 
the influence of such motives, many were disposed to 
look rather to the lealiraony of the witnesses than to the 
' objections against their veracity ; and to persuade them- 
selves that, if they judged wrongly, the blame must 
rest, not with themselves, but with those by whose oaths 
they had been deceived t. 

Among the friends, or pretended friends, who visited 
lord Stafford after his condemnation, were doctor Burqet 
and the bishop of London. They exhorted him to attend 
to the welfare of his soul, and offered to jmint out to 
him the erroneous docwines of the church of Rome. He 
replied that his time was so short, and therefore so pre- 
cious, that he could not afford lo spend it in religious 
controversy. Prom the care of the snul they descended 
to that of the body. Tooneof their inquiries he replied, 

■ • This certninly opljcnn from Iheii- refusnl of granting lord Slaffonl s 
dai's picijumlbli for Ills ilerriice. 

noulcl own that <bn fa-rm fiiU etpdlt to Iha xirsnEes. The chief jiistics 

hy mwarini lo tlie bsU, liaS fnmiSed aiicb |iroo(; a whkh lie replied 
tliat peFcs, like jniieB. liBil u> w»gh ihu eiadLbilily boihof the penonssad 
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tliat of a conspiracy a^inst the king he liafl neither any 
kniiwleilge nor so much as a suspioioii. Many projects 
fijr the purpose of obtaininir toleration had, indeed, been 
aj^lated among ihe oatholiea. These he might di-ir.hise 
as the price of his hfe, lhou:;h that disclosure wo^ild 
earn for Uira the displeasure of the duke of York. This 
last hint pi'odueed its eff«ct._ Burnet brou^lit him a 
message from lord Essex, lord Russell, and sir William 
JoQBs, tliat if he would discover what he kneiv respect- 
in^ sucli designs, particularly respecting; the conduct of 
the duke, he should be excused from confessini:; the 
Dec. charges airaiiist himself; and the earl of Carlisle in- 
IS. formed the lords that his unfortunate kinsman would be 
really in the course of two days to give full information 
of all that he knew in reference to the plot. But the 
house refused to wait ; and, with the king's |7erntission, 
lord Stafford was immediately placed at ihe bar. He 
said, ibat tlie catbolica had made several attempts to 
prriuure an abolition, or at least a mitigation, of their 
sufibi'in<!S. ' Long ago he himself had ])roposed to ex- 
change the fines and panallies. to which they were sub- 
ject, for the annual payment of IflO.UOOi. to the king. 
Lord Shaftesbury, who was then chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, approved the offer; but the catholics ohjecied 
fo so lar^ a sum, and the project was abandoned. Sub- 
sequenily a measure of relief, founded on a new oath of 
civil Hlte)(iance, was brought into parliament, but lost 
throui;b the obstinocr of lord Bristol. Afrer Ibis the 
oppo.-'iiion of lord Clarendon and the bishops to tbe 
declaration of indulgence extinguished his hopes, which, 
however, were subsequently rekindled by ihe report of 
the c:)nversion of tbe duke of York to the catholic faith. 
It was then proposed to form a coalition between the 
oatholios and the country party, for tbe purpose of pro- 
curing, in the first place, the dissolution of the parlia- 
ment, and in the next the toleration of the catholic wor- 
ship. This plan obtained tbe approbation of all to whom 
he had submitted it, cf the duke of York, of the lord 
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his dec epilation, but disputed its \ahdii) t. Ihey couhl 
not conceive why the king should interfere at all wiih 
the execution. The cause had not been tried befure 
liim: the house of lui'ds had pronounced Ihe judgment, 
and it was for the same court to enforce it. In this Deo, 
pretended perplexity they applied by petition to the ^'" 
Lrda, and received for answer that "the U'ing's writ 
" ought to be obeyed." They were not, however, satis- 
fied : ttiey be^an to question tlie authorliy of ibe lurds 
also ; and soiiciled the direction of the house of uom- 
mona. At tlieir request the four following queries were 23, 
laid before that house: "Can the kins, being neither 
"party nor judge, order the execuiion? Ciin [he lords 
"award the execution? Can tile king dispense with 
" any part of the execuiion ? If he can dispense with a 
" part, why not with all?' But the majority of the 
commons betrayed no wish to oateitain a subject, which 
would have drawn after it an altercation bolh with the 
king anil the lords ; and, on the motion of sir William 
Jones, the petitioners were informed, that "the house 

•Lnraf'InnrnBlj. 721, RirMby. 109. Bc:li"ra, M?, Bnmf f , ii. S6i. 

" ilioee wliu dppiifitd dj;aririt li>Td Sb^WI; bd'I 1 liupebu htUPdly uill 
*< Ih* lidvlne BiifDod tlie wurniiit Grr tha pjtpcutioa ot J(»r<l SLT]ia'i>rd: 
■■ UticLii^ H IHmU^u Ihiiig Ijifr sheildiaif Ibe bloud ai na iulLmFul mnd. 



dhy Google 



[chap. Ill- 

■' was content tbe sheriffs should eiecule William, late 
" viscount Stafford, by severing his ho-id iiaai bis body 
"only." The eug^fistion obtained foe Jones the repu- 
tBtiwi of iiigenuily: a vole more insulting to the sove- 
reign could not easily have been devised * 

Much conjecture was expended respecting the motives 
which ao(ual«d the aheriBH. Tliey weie Cornish and 
Bethel, who aSter a long contest had been returned in 
opposition tiD the court 'h ; and their professed devotion 
to Shaftesbury and his more intimate associates pro- 
voked a strong suspieioti that they were advised and 
guided by that nobleman. But what was the object? 
It could not be that any doubt was seriously entertained 
of the king's right. That right had been uniformly ex- 
ercised without dispute by pi-eceding monarchs. Scarcely 
a reign had passed without ihe conviction or attainder 
of some peer (or treason ; and in every instance, when 
the judgment was carried into effect, the execution took 
place in virtue of a similar warrant, and by the same 
manner of death. It is equally difficult to believe that 
the same spirit of remorseless bigotry, which displayed 
itself by the burst of congratnlation at the trial, could 
pursue its victim after condemnation, and seek to in- 
crease the bitterness of his death by adding to tiie 
poignancy of his sufferings and the ignominy of his 
punishment. Perhaps it was one of those dack and 
dangerous contrivances, which teemed in the prolific 
brain of Shaftesbury, and of which the object was to 
point tbe clamour of the people against the court by 

• L. Joum. xlii. 7^4. C. Joorn. Dec. S3. Fail. Hist, h. \3CI. State 
TrisK <ii. 1303. North, 319. It li ubiptcod by Mi. Hnrnsve, Ihflt In 
tills Wfliranl («« il.Tii»),2l6) Hie JiidRii.™! Deaiml lonl SlEffoid i, 

neilt Dt Hi. tiiagtim, B. S6. 
t Th-y vRis duyen ut ibe ntual time, midBamntR-ilny, but, &> Ibey ir. 

naa nxfdloilbe lltUofJiily, Btrove Ihul lini» tKey qnnliO'il, nnil xeca 

of the poll th« nunilwiB shiod tbe CiKnish24g3, Bethel silTfi, Box I43S 
audNiclKiItaiilSsa, EchudSSa. 
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holding out lie king as the friend and favourer of tlie 
papists *. 

Si)pporteii liy the. cnnaeiouaness of mnoceiiee, and hj- 
the persuasiun that he was about to perUh a iniu't;i- tijDpc. 
his relifjioQ, Stafford proceede^l wiih a sleaily step and '^^■ 
cheerful countenance to the place of execution. The 
severity of the weather induced him to ask for a cloak, 
lest, as he said, if lie should ti'emhle through cold, It 
might be taken fir a syraptovn of feat. At hia appear- 
ance a lew ) elli* and groans were heard ; and to his re- 
quest that the sherifis would interfere, we are told that 
Cornish returned this brulal answer: "I am ordered to 
' stop no one's mouth but your own," As, however, he 
passed on, the people treated him with respect, and many 
uiii^overed their heads. From the scaffold he delivered 
a long speech with a itrni voice and muuh animation. 
He indignantly repelled the foul calumnies whicii had 
keen uttered a^iiist his re)i|;ion at his trial, and as- 
serted his own innocence in the most energetic terras. 
He declared on his salvation that he had never in liis- 
life spoken to either Oaics or Turberville, nor more than 
twice or thrice to Dugilale. and then only on trifling 
matters, and always in the presence of others ■)■. Fallini^ 
on his knees he pronounced aloud a prayer composed 
for the occasion, and rising, once more protested his in- 
nocence. The spectators listened to him with bare heads, 
and answered with cries of " We believe you, my lord — 
"God bless you, my loidl" Having embriiced his 
friends, he knelt down and stretched himself on the 
block. The executioner poised the axe in tbe air, as if 
he were taking aim ; but suddauly checking himself. 



*' l>e otilf bahpmuiL.''^ Id luiother iiUtut be Bivfl ihjiL Clfirlufl. idLiulUig to 
thK itblil, nliHii ht* framed lbs cniije cdlilKiitUin In \\\m H'U-r LftoimlHni- 
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brought it down again to liis feet. Lord Stafford, raising 
his lieati, inquired the csuse of the delay ; and was told 
that lie wailed for a sign; "Take your own time," lie re- 
plied ; " I shall make no siffn." " Do you forgive me, 
"sir?" said Ihe executioner, "I do," was his reply. 
After this short dialogue he resumed bis former posture, 
Bnd at one stroke his htad was severed from the body. 
The spirit with which he had defended himself at his 
trial surpassed the expectations of his friends and con- 
founded the hopes of his enemies ; and his christian 
piety and fearless deportment on the scaffold confirmed 
the growing opinion of his innocence. The patrons of 
the plot derived no benefit from his death *. 



(Sea. si), sttoiilcd til 



^ iDiAfilned he jnusi ^tlier dLabiEH the parltjuu^l 
<*liiniBelf up to thelr'preflBlngdesirea \ bob the^^ 
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Though Charles bj tus spirited opposition to the bill 
of exclusion had proved his determination to< support 
the inleresis of his brother (here Here many who, 
judging from his povetty ha ioie of ease the facility 
witli which lie changed his resolutions and the inge- 
nuity with \vhich he indicated those changes to his 
Dirn satisfaction, ventured to piedict that afier a short 
struggle he tvould, accoiding to his cubtom yield to tha 
importunity and persevenace of hia opponents Under 
this persuasion the etclusionists continued to appeal to 
the public in behalf o! their faiounte miiasure»>y th« 
circulation of pamphlets speeches and addresses, and 
at Jhe same time laboured to make an impres ion on the 
mind of the king by the representations of hia raiiiistevs, 
of his mistress, of his nephew, and of his allies. I, Sun- 
derland and Godolphin ceased not to inculcate that his 
pecuniary wants imposed on him the necessity of pro- 
pitiating his opponents in parliament 2. The duchess 
of Portsmouth, ia often as he sought relief from care in 
her company, harassed him with the repetition of her 
fears and misgivings. 3. The prince of Orange had not. 
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indeed, tlio fiiee to odvocate openly the esclusion of a 
prince who was his uncle and fiithBir-in-low ; but he 
sulHciently manifested his real wishes, by impluring the 
king on tlie one band to come to a [;ood uiidersfanding 
with his parliament, and on the other to refuse every 
project of a bill of limitatiuus, because such a bill would 
reoessarily subvert the very foundaliuna of the mo- 
narchy*. 4. The Spanish ambaaaador represented to 
liim the unjust and ambitious views of the Frenrh 
Monoreh, and kmented, but in guarded aw! respectful 
terms, those internal dissensions, which rendered the king 
of England unable to attend either to his own interest 
or to that of his allies. S. Last of all .came the Dutch 
arabassailoi-, with a long and laboured memorial, in which 
the Stale!!, general declaivd, that they wei'e at last com- 
pelled to speak out by the danger to which they wei'e 
exposod : that ihey had endeavoured to please him. till 
they had drawn upon ihemselves Lhe enmity of other 
powers ; that the hing of France was manifestly aiming 
at the conquest of the Spanish Netlierlands, and of the 
Dutch commonwealth, while the king of England, from 
whom they had a right to expect assistance, hail tieil up 
his hands bydisHensiun with his parliament, and thought 
proper to saoiiftce the welfare of Europe, of all the 
protestant powers, and particularly of the United Pro- 

sion." It was not their office to dictate his conduct to 
liim; but they certainly miijht pray that, if he were re- 
solved tosacrilice his kingdom, his royal person, and the 
union of his sul^ects, he would say so at once, that they 
might know what they had to expect, and might devise 
some means to save tiota destruction the repuhlio and 
the poor p.'ople committed to their care. The tone ot 
this instrument was offisniive to the feelings, injurious 
to the characler of the king. He complained of it in 
strong and resentful la;iguage to the States, by whom it 
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was immediately disavowed ; and Charles, after some 
investigation, believed that he hail traced it tu its leal 
aulli.prs. Sunderland, and Sydney the aniiiasHjdor at liie 
Ha<:ue, on uiie |iur(, and ttie prinee, iiiiil Fiigel the pea- 
Eionarv. un the utlier. It failed uf it« iiuenfled eifevt. 
Instead of intimidating it uffeiided, and resentment im- 
pelled him to refuse what otherwi^ his indolenoj might 
perhaps Lave conceded *. 

The bill of iimitations, to which the prince of Oran;je 
alluded, was the work of lord Halifax, who sought by 
this expedient to win the f^iend^ihip, or ward ulf the 
ven^ean'^e of those wliom be bad made his enemies by 
his successful stand against the hill of exclusion. Under 
bis guidance the bouse of lorils spent the rest of the 
session in I'ruming a bill for "the secur.ty of the pvc^ 
" testant I'eli^ion ;" and in the committee, which sat 
from day to day, it was proposetl that an assuciation of 
protestants should be formed lo watch over the king's 
life, and to revenge his death on the papisls, if lie 
should perish by poison or violence; that all cal holies 
whose rental exceeded lOOl. per annum should be 
banisherl for lil'e'^, a clause which offered so many 
difficulties in the detail, that it was post|>aned l-jt future 
consideration ; that the duke of Yoi-li should be dis- 
ahled from holding office in Englaiid, or any rauntty 
dependent on the crown of England ; that at the king's 

■ The memorloli o[ the flpani»1i and Dutch aiDbii»ad«» nni In Riilpb, 
L 548-^31. s* nlnnd'Avani, 1.69. 62. 63. J»dU!8,i. (141-643. Tlwram- 
pbiiiiU ajiithatL liOuii i|[4vf uut nt Ihtf new cliiimi whiph \to miivmia'A 
under the tiejiilBDf "ivuali>nH'*abd'*i1epenileudtfL*' ILs Imd eitnhlishiHl 
tvo ehmnlwrs ot ioaticu it ItjEsac wul MeU, wliiirb niljuriged la him tu 
lucdurAI-anmiidurilislbiwhisluiiirtej of Usii, Toul, and Vsrilu.i.nll 
lliA Ili'Ik. wbicli IbrmnW lialiiQinMt la the flbcfirut Uinli ot IhofeoijunLrire, 
Li1e> bfRJn. By lluiu *- rfluuiiipB ' iha 
--,..- — jirofTrevai.theHjiimiiiilBUiif.i.odie- 
iniLilAt WfltH ^uibly diipusiaued uT their aucvnt hkIi s. 

~,T ..-..- ^....^,1 .".cliiig tlie liDi4te of tbe leiri- 

hi^ uf FtsDca and S|.siu Iwd 
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cleatli the parliament then in beini;. or. if none were in 
being, the last parliament shoulil sit for six mojjths; 
that neither James himself, nor any catholic successor, 
should possess any negative voice on bills passed hy the 
two houses ; that the right of treating with foreign 
States, and of appointing to all offices, civil, military, or 
ecclesiastical, should he resei'ved to the parliament, 
wliile it was sitting, or to a council of forly-one indi- 
viduals ac other times: that the duke of Yoct should 
be liable to the penalties of treason if he came to 
England during the king's life, and to the forfeiture of 
all his property if he resldad within 500 miles of tlie 
British shores. When these limitations were communi- 
cated to James, he rejecled them with indignation and 
*orn. They might leave him the title, hut ihey stripped 
him of the power of king. They made the monarch a 
mere pageant, and converted the monarchy into an 
olis;archy. He wrote to his brother, reprobating the 
plan in the most vehement language ; he conjured him 
to be on his gnard aginnst his republican advisers, and 
he ceased to consider as his friend the statesman by 
■whom the limitations were devised*. 

The loss of the exclusion bill provoked much angry 
discussion in the house of commons. Some charged the 
bishops, who opposed it, with having " torn out the 
" bowels of their mother the church; ■' lord Russell de- 
clared that if his own father had voted against it, ho 
would have been the fii'st to have impeached his parent 
of high treason; many called for the immediate banish- 
ment of all catholics of property, whether men or women ; 
end others maintained that popery was " so clenched and 
" riveted among us," that neither God nor man could 
prevent it from being established in the kingdom 'K 
With their passions thus esciled the commons proceeded 
lo gratify their vengeance. At the commencement of 
%he session they had very justly resolved that to petition 
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for the sitting of parliament, or the redre 
is the right of the suhjecl; ciiid iiovv, undeilhe pieteiice 
of vindiiaiting ihat riijht, they scrupled not to invatie 
other rights still more valuable. By their onlei? the 
chief of the " ahhocrera " wece dragged IVom their homes 
in diiitant countries, brought as delinquents to the bar, 
and committed to prison during the pleasure of the 
house. But these arbitrary and illei;al arrests were at 
last checlicd by Staivell, chairman of the grand jury of 
Devonshire, whose oITence consisted in the delivery of 
an addresslothe judges at the assizes. He set themes- 
SGiifjer at dellance ; he knew of no authority in llie 
commons to arrest him for doing iiis duty ; and the 
house, to escape from the di faculty, allowed him a month 
for bis appearance under ihe pretence that he was in- 
disposed*. At the same time they instituted a severe 
inquiry into the administration of justice. They pre- 
senied an address for the removal of Jeffreys, the 
recorder, who bad the good sense to propiliate his ene- 
mies by a speedy resignation* and (hej voteil impeacli- 
ments against Sci^oggs and Noith, the two chief jualites 
against Joties, a puLsne justice of tie King's bench, 
and agftinst Weston, i baron of the exchequer lliat 
these prosecutions oiiginated m polilital resentment 
cannot be doubted: jet thev proved beneflciil to the 
country, by reminding these petty despots (foi sucb at 
that period they geneially weie in the couria ot Ian), 
that there existed a higher authoiily tlnn themselves, 
"■atchful of their conduct, and leady to punish their es- 
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orbitances. But from the judges tbe house descemled to 
nolire liie Berinoiis niid private disoimrse of ml oliaeuie 
curate, ulio hud llie tmiicrity tu <'ail in question iha 
virKiiiity of queen Elizabetli, tbepaliiolismolHumpden, 
the loj-ally of iha petiiiuners, and the reality of the plot. 
For these four heinnus oH'eviees RLcbatd Tliompsan was 
brought up ftom Bristol ! his answers at the bar did not 
Dec give satisfiiclion ; and a comniittee was appointed to im- 
19. peach tbe Iieterodoic divine. ButCbarledreque^tedtheir 
" n lo' his wauts ; he was ready to assent to any 
e of security consistent '^ith the legal descent of 
the crown ; and demanded to know in return wliut as- 
■ sistar.ce be nii^ht expect ftom his people. Afier some 
violent resolutions an addiess was presented stating the 
dangers to be apprehended from llie succession of tlie 
duke of York, prajing the king to rooede from the limit- 
atiua expressed in his speech, and promia'ing on his euio- 
pliai.ce to fuinisb liim with money f:jr the equipmeat of 
the Heet, and the pi'eser>atioii of Tangier. Charles re- 
plied, that lie did not stand alone, fur his objections to 
the bill of exclusion had been confirmed by the judg- 
ment of the house of lords; but the carriage of this 
auanerwas successively declined bj Jenkins*, Cari, and 
1/ Gudolphin ; and its delivery by Temple protoked the 
'. fulloivinj; resolutions: that unless the duke of Yurk 
were escluded, there could be no safety for the govprn- 
ment, the life of the kii}g,orlhepTOlestant religion ,' that 
in such circumstances the house could not consciend- 
oufly vote any supply lo his majesly ; that the marquess 
of Wurcesier, the earls of Halifax and Clarendon, the 
advisers of the last answer, and the earl of Feversbani, 
\reie promoters of popery, and enemies to the king and 
kingdom i tliat Worcester, Feversham, LawVenee Hyde, 
and Seymour (he bad been "'ailed to tlie council, and 
warmly advocated the rightsof the duke of York), ought 

• jEnklnanaBSfmofn Welsh yconHii.harlciaaiisllyriso" lo the oSso 
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to lie removed from public employment, aud from liis 
majesty's presence ; anil iliat every man who should loud 
money to Iha king upun any branch of the revenue, or 
accept or buy any tally of anticipation, should be ad- 
judged to binder the sittiiig of parliament, and be made 
responsible for the same in pari i Lime iit. These voles 
alarmed the royal advisers, and Charles, in concurrence 
with their opinion, determined on a dissolution. But 
whatever passed in the council was immediately cora- 
rauniofted to the leaders of tlie opposition; the com-J""- 
mons met at an early hour the next morning, and under ' ' 
the exi'itement of passion and vexation a series of foclloua 
and intemperate resolutions was hastily adopted. They 
voted that the advisers of a prorogation were traitors to 
the king, to religion, and the kiniidom, promoters of the 
French interest, and pensioners of France; ihal the city 
of London was burnt in 1666 by the papists for the in- 
troduction of popery and arbitrary power ; that his 
majesty should be addressed to reslore the duke of Mon- 
mouth to the offices of which be bad been deprived by 
the influence of the duke of York ; and that the enforce- 
ment of the laws against dissenlers was an encourage- 
ment to popery. At this moment the black rod sum- 
moned the members to wait on the kinj; in the bouse of 
lords : the speaker rose and followed him ; and the lord 
chancellor, by the royal command,. prorogued the parlia- 
ment for the short space of ten days. A petition, that ,13. 
it mi^ht be allowed to sit again at the expiration of that 
term, was hastily presented from the city : but Chailes 
adhered to his resolution; and a proclamation was pub- 18; 
lished, dissolving the parliament, and calling another, to 
meet at Oxford at the end of two months *. 

ThisselectionofOxforddisconceriod, perhaps alarmed, 
the popular leaders. It would deprive thera of the 
powerful aid which they derived from the agency of 

• Templs, iL 536, 637. C. Jonrn. Ocl.30: Dec. 15. SO: Jan, * 7. 10 
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court, or subdued bj the presence of tbe niilitary. 
Putnphlets in condemnation of the measure issued fro^u 
the press ; the old of supernatural apparitions was em- 
ployed * ; and a petition to Ibo kins, remarkable for the 
Jan. bulilness of its language, was subscribed by sixleenpeeta, 
^*' and presented by lord E*sex. It allrjbuted th# choice 
of Oxford to the counsels of wicked men. favourers of 
popery, promoters of French interests, and enemies to the 
happiness of England ; it stated that in such a place the 
two lioui>eB would he deprived of freerioin of debate, and 
exposed to the swords of the papists, who had crept into 
the runks of tbe king's guards ; and it therefore prayed 
and advised that I)ie parliament might be beld at the 
accustomeii place in the city of Westminster. Charles 
instantly n-plied, " That.my lord, maybe your opinion ; 
" it is not mine ; '' and soon afterwards sent ilie secretary 
to demand the names of the catholics who serve<l iunouj; 
bis guards. Es^ex was not prepared to answer that 
question: he knew of none: jet the petition wa» pub- 
lished in ibe very words, in which it had been presented; 
anil the falsebooils which it contained were cirualatiid 
through the kinf;dom. In opposition the earl of Halifax 
published a tract under the title of '' A Seasonable Ad- 
" dress loboth Houses of Parliament concerning tbe Suc- 
" cession, the Fears of Popery, and Arbitrary Govern- 
" meat.'' It was written with apparent candour, but 
severely anaigued the motives of ibe petitioners, and 

• A O^TP, iuppos^ tn te UiB mollier of MnnnuHilli. -nrnwaird to 

JUItunlllg, >■ Do yonr nu'StnuE." lllls Inls IliB scare lirnw la-o muii. 
UalgiifboBFiiIlt tu the kinc. At tlu tiinw ttrns 11 wu prin|Ed,iiiid 
■(Mail snu tlu tiiniplaiii. Bee BsllJi, 3ES. 



dhy Google 



charged Ihem with sacrificinir the Iranqiiillity of the 
country to the rpaentment of disappolnled ambilioii *. 

The itileiTal was employed by the king in endeavours lo 
escape from the difficulties, in which he found himacll 
entangled. By his command every indiviilual, believed 
to possess any inliuencB with tlie duke of York, advised, 
conjured, that prince to take the tests, and conform to 
the established reli);ioD. But James was ii>tiexible. 
He could not, he said, yield to the royal wish with a safe 
eonscie,.ce, or in sound policy. The reasons which origin- 
ally withdrew him from the church of England forbade 
him to return ; nor wotild his cojiversioJi at this period 
be thought sincere, but, itistead of disarming hb enemies, 
would furnish them with a new weapon, the charge of 
hypoRiisy, of attempting to impose by a fei^med con- 
formity on the credulity of protestants. From James 
the king, according to the advice of that prince, turned 
his eyes towards the French monarch, "but insisted that 
the first step should be made by his brother, who repre- 
sented to Louis his own forlorn condition, and earnestly 
solicited his protection. If that monarch listened to his 
prayer, it was not thtouj^h feelings of compas-siun, but 
through considerations of personal interest; for he saw 
(hat a reconciliation between Charles and his opponents 
would be followed by an offer of aid to the kin;; of Spain. 
In a short time it was agreed that the French king j^^ 
should pay to his English brother a subsidy of 3,IJ0O,00o 14 ' 
of livres for the current year, and of 500,000 crowns for 
the two following years, and that Charles should gradu- 

• If wemiivl)eli«Tehlni,«>ietwogr«lpill»ra.Mllwy"-erBrppiit«1,n( 
Hie [pnni'iiiiiil ri'llgioo. BucWuKlinm aoil Shnftoihrnj. liiri ne irligloii u 
■II. Ebsbs hwl joiBfd iheit |wily. Isimiue Iia aiald nul obiain Ihs 
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ally withdcaw himself from tha Spanish alliance, and 
not permit himseif to ba loii into measures incompatible 
witli his present engfti^meiiC. Tiiis was a most singular 
treaty. No man was privy to it but Ciiarles and Hyde 
on the one part, and Louis and Barillon on the other. ' 
No signature was required : even the terms themiselves 
were not reducud to writing; each prince was >iaiisSed 
with the verbal obligation of the other ( 



Mar. On the very (lay of this agreement Cliarles proceeded 
'■'■ to Osl'ord, escorted by a tioop of horse guards: the earl 
.. of SliaftBsbury, the representatives of the city, and the 
' chief of the popular- party followed, armed themselves, 
and attended by armed men, wearing round their hats a 
ribbon with the inscription " No popeiy, no 8lavei7." 
Their unusual appearance excited surprise and suspicion. 
Tliey were charged with the secret design of placing the 
sovereign in durance, till he should assent to their de- 
mands ; but replied that they had no other object than 
to protect themselves, iti the case of aggression by an 
armed Ejcce 'i'. 

The king, sej;ure from tlie apprehension of poverty hy 
his recent treaty with France, addressed the two houses 
21. with the tone and authority of asovereign. He adverted 
with some show of bitterjiess io the unwarrantable pi'o- 
ceedings of the last parliament. He did not claim arbi- 
trary power himself, nor would he permit it to be 
exercised by others. He had called them before him 
that he might give one proof more of his readmess to 
concur in any reasonable measure for the security of 
religion and property. He was willing to assent to any 
expedient, by which, in the event of a catholic prince 
succeeding to the throne, the administration of goverii- 

• Jame. (Memirir!), I. G64. Daln-mplB. 191—301. Hume, nole lo 
t NoHli, 100—102. DBlryinple, S»4. Bcresbj, 120. Burapl, U. 374. 
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ment might be retnined in thehandsof protestants. But, 
as he hail always vnaiJe Ihe law Ihe measui'e of his own 
con-luut, lie liad a rJKht to insist Ihit they slioulJ make 
it llie measure ol' tlieirs. He would iievec oonseiit that 
unnecessary &ars should be a pretence for Ibe subversion 
of the ancient govomnient, nor would be ever depart 
from his resolution of keeping the suci^essioii unbroken. 

The expedient, the promised substitute for the bitt ofMai 
exclusion, which had been su^gesteil by Halifax, and 24. 
approved by Charles, was immediately laid before the 
house. It proposed lo allay the jiuilousy of the anti- 
catliolics without interrupting the descent of the crown, 
by enacting that James dukeof York should be banished 
to the disttiiice of five hundred miles iVum the British 
dominions durini; the term of his natural life, that on ihe 
death of the veignin;; monarch he might assume the 
title of kinir, but that all the powers of Rovernment 
should be translWrred to a rej^ent, to be evorcisi^d bi that 
rejretit in the name of the at)sent prince ; that the re- 
freoi'y should belong in tlie first place to the princess of 
Orange, and afler her to the lady Anne, and if James 
should have a legitimate son eilucated in the protestant 
^ith, should continue during the minority of such son, 
and no lonsifer ; nr.d that at the some time oil rothnlics of 
considoroblo property should be banished by nonie, the 
fraudulent conveyances of their estates should be de- 
feated, and their children should be taken from them, 
that they might be bied up in the doctrine of tlie 
established church*. 

The king had persuaded himself that this expedient 
would satisfy the opponents of his brother. By it he 
yielded the substance of their demnnda. James, indeed, 
wouldhiherit the title of king, but it was a mere title, 
without a shadoiv of power, or the means of acquiring 
it; and his banishment, with the banish ment of the prin- 
cipal catholics, and the protestant education of their 

• 9Kf it in Hnlpb. 677 i Bud Ufo of Jomea, ii. LonilQii, 1703. App. 1>. 
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chililren, promised a security against the establishment 
of iiopery, sufficient to have tranquillized the jeLdousy uf 
the most timid, ahd to have appeased the zeal of the 
most inti>lerant. But wben the Whig leaders louUiid 
around iheni, and saw the benches covered with the 
same persons who had supported ihem in the last par- 
liament, they were hetrayed into an overweening con- 
fidence of yiutory, and, whatever might be the motives 
by which they were privately actuated, undertook to 
compel the king to assent tu their own measure of total 
exclusion. They maintained that, except in cases of 
physical or menial incapacity, the exercise of the regal 
power was inseparable from the possession of the re^^al 
title ; that accoi-ding to the doctrine of the lawyers the 
crown takes away every civil disability; and that of 
CDur^ if the duke ofYork ever became king, he would 
have an indefeasible right to the sovereign authority. 
Their adversaries replied that similar arguments might 
be employed with equal force against the bill of exclu- 
sion. If the power could not be separated from the title, 
how could the title be separated from the right of 
governing? If James c«uld be treated as civilly dead, 
and the title on that account he given to another, why 
might he not be treated as physically incapable, and the 
J. power on ihat account be transferred toanother? After 
;, a debate, however, of two days in the house of commons 
tlie expedient was rejected, and a I'esolution passed lo 
bring in a bill which should disable James dukeof York 
from inheriting the imperial crowns of England and 
Ireland, and the dominions thereunto belonging ''. 

But here it will be necessary to intem.ipt the narrative, 
and call the reader's atteution to a dark and mysterious 
intrigue, the work of two obscure individuals, Fitzharris 

• G. .Tuiltn. March 94. ?6. Jtaraef.ii.ZrS. Vul JI[i>t. W. \3tl9. \3n— 

'Sof«"«"ll^"w^iifthoIldnp%'^'^c^..8l'l/w^^^ 
lud uoi gwwtiaiy lo BVPry «.ih..i1c mic™s-u[? An nmcndinHni Id Dint 
eSHt »u DuiTcd, bat uai n'Jnii.il un llir aii^gettlou uT HamgiJen, tliut liy 
aiDntbiE «1 un mitch, tbuy m^uht ptrbain Lcua aU. Sooiinie, Trocta, viLE. 
3S7. VtiL BIM. 133S. 
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an Irish, and Evevard a Scottish adventurer. They 
onginalty bi^came acquainted as valunteei's iti the JTrench 
armj, and both met some years later in London, to 
which city each had returned in the hope of bettering 
his fortune. Fitzharris married the daughter of a naval 
officer, who had perished in the service of his country ; 
his cousin Mrs. Wall had obtaiuod the impottant situa- 
tion of conBdential servant to the duchess of Portsmouth ; 
and a pension of 200^, granted by the king to his wife 
in consideration of her fatlier's death, together with the 
influence supposed to be possessed by his cousin, taught 
Filzharris to attach himself to the interests of the court. 
He watched with care the secret manceuvrea of the 
opposite parly, made important discoveries respecting 
a libel entitled " The King Unveiled," brought to the 
duchess the first information of the design to impeach 
her, set on foot the ne^ociation between her and the lord 
Howard, and obtained from the king, as a proof that hia 
services were not unwelcome, a remuneration of 200^. or 
250/. Everard was less fortunate. He had scai'cely 
reach^ Loudon, when he was committed to the Tower 
on a charge of conspiring to poison llie duke of Mon- 
mouth ; nor did that nobleman consent lo his enlarge- 
ment till the expiration of four years, when Everard 
offered to bolster up by his evidence the declining credit 
of the popish plot He acrardingly made hia deposition 
before sir Wdliam Waller, was admitted to read his 
" narrative" in piosenoe of both houses, and claimed as 
his own the merit of one or two scurrilous pamphlets 
against the administration. Soon after the dissoli 
it was agreed between these wotthies lo publish, pre- "J' 
patatory to the meeting of the new parliament, a libel 
with the title of " The True Englishman speaking plain 
" English," which should charge the king himself with 
being the accomplice of the duke of York, and should 
summon all true protestants to unsheathe the sword, 
and stand by the parliament against the two popish 
princes. The substance was furnished in notes by Fitai- 
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harria; the langunge and arrangement were intrusted 
to the superior talunt of Everard. There is I'eason to 
helieve lliat the sole ohject of caiih, in the coniiJosilion 
of thU work, was to obtain credit and reward by hetray- 
Feb. tng bis associate. As soon as it was finished Fit^harris 

2i. hastened with a cop; to the lodgings of the duehuss, but 
was unable to obtain admission. Everard, more astute, 

Uar. hail Beereted wiiaesses in his ruom during their inter- 

1. views:. the next day one of tliese, su- Wiltiam Waller, 
laid an information against Fitzharris before the ooun- 

2. cil; and the unlucky intriguer was apprehended, e\- 
amined, and committed to Newgale. 

In prison it was eitlier suggested, or it occurred to 
bim, ihat his case was not yet desperate: there jtlill 
remained an expedient which had saved many of his 
brethren from tlia gallows: he might turn iuformer 
against Ihe duke of York and the catholics. His will- 

^' iniinesa to give evidence was mentioned by Curnish, the 
sheriff, to the kinjr, ond the two socretarit's were ordered 

8. to take his esaniination. He. deposed, in substance, 
that the niuider of the king was a matter determined 
on in tlie councils of the papists; Ihat he himself had 
received un offer of tli,OU(l/. to undertake the task, from 
Montecucutii, the late agent uf the duchess of Modena ; 
that the French army in Flanders was designed to land 
in England, while another army under Marshal Belle- 
fonda should sail to Ireland, holh in support of the 
catholic cause ; and that it was proposed, in case of suc- 
cess, to boil down the bodies of the protestant leaders, 
and make of them siminle ampoule far the coronation of 
future catholic moimrohs. This information was loo 
impOLtaiit to be left to the discretion of the secretaries : 
10, two days later Treby, the recorder, and alderman Clay- 
ton, who hail disliuguished themselves by their lea! in 
the pntsecvition of the plot, visited Newgate, and in their 
capacity of magistraies took a secoml time the prisoner's 
deposition. It was intended lo make Fitzharris act the 
same part as QangerCeld had done in the last parlia- 
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meiit, and to aid the pi-ngress of the bill of exclusion 
through the two houses by the excilement which miiht 
arise from the discio^uvea of tho new infovmei. Charles 
saw, and resolved (o defeat, this ohject. To cut off all 
acc!CBR tu Fitzharris, he n'as transfeii'ed fram Newgate 
to the Tower ; and to prevent him from being biouglit 
to the bar of either house, the attorney- general received 
instructions lo proceed a^'ainst him fut high treason in 
the court of King's Bench*. 

But the ingenuity of the Whigs proved a m.ifch forw 
that of the cabinet. At Oxford, on the lirst mention of j 
the hill of excluition, the e:xaniination of Fitzharris t»ken 
byClajton and Treby was read to the iiotise of com- 
mons.; and it was contended that his intrigue with 
Eveiaid was nothing less than a eonliniiation of the 
" old popish plot furlhe (leatruolion of protestantism;" 
that it had been the intention of those by whom (he pri- 
soner was omploved, to Kend a copy of the treasonable 
libel to each of the popular leaders, and then to appie- 
'hend as traitors every individual in whose possession 
such copy might be found ; and that the sole motive for 
the incarceration of the libeller in the Tower was to stop 
his mouth and suppress the knowledge of this execrable 
design, Butwoultl the commons puffer themselves to 
be cheated in this manner? Let them impeach Fitz- 
herris before the lords ; he would then have the oppor- 
tunity of declaring the truth, and the whole mystery 
would be explained. The su^estion was immediately 
adopted ; and the victorious party-in the wantonness of 
triumph resolved that secretary Jenkins, who had signed 
the warrant for Itis committal to the Tower, should carry 

• Fat tlosa pHTtlciilnA tee Uie NonnilTPi oT sir Boliert Wnlah, 1179 ; Ibe 
Dei.inlilr>B« sud iha NiiiMicm uf Mr. Edmntvl Eii-cu..!, \•^',i.. ilw 
is.niiBiitioa orKdwud Plnliur1s,la C. I'lam. MuntiSS, L6B1 : Hauklai, 
Guuh^uliiB or KdwinI Filzliiiccis. lesl : Hswlitnt. D.Miniceu uitti Ifiii- 
~ • ■ • - !„ ifcii , TiiB EnsLi.hiMn i ■ ■ ■ - ■■ • - 

- ^. »7:»..d "-* ■■■■ - ■ 

JmnenUemoltii), L6re,6t— .— 

£ji*4 myseir ID A pldid rslaLlDii or fuels, hilhout nmlcLuj; Ih 
lerpteutloiu put opoii ll>«ai by Iha advene ^aEtiei. 
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up the i 01]: each men t to Ihe house of lords. Willi reluc- 
tance he obeyed, but was followed by the ttUorney- 
general, ivho produced tiotli tbe oriter of [he king for the 
proseeutiun, anil the indictment, whieli in consequence 
of that oi'der he had prepared *, 

In the house of lords the question was argued with 
vehemence and obstinacy. By the Whifjs it was main- 
tained that the commons had in all ajjes exercised the 
right of impeachment agauist any subject ; that an im- 
peachment was at the suit of the people, an indictment 
at that of the king : wherefore, as the house of lords was 
the only court in which the people could sue, lo reject 
the impeachment would be a denial ofjuitice ; and tliat, 
inaamucb as the peers in cases of impeachment proceeded 
in virtue of theii' judicial not their legislative authority, 
they had no more rij;hl to reject a legal complaint 
brought before them, than the judges in Weittniinster 
Hall, or in any other court. - On the other side ihe lord 
chancellor produced from ihe rolls an accord made before 
Edward III. in full parliament, staling that' the judg- 
ment given by the lords aj^ainst the murdet'ers of Edward 
II. should never be drawn into a precedent, by which 
they might afterwards be compelled to judge any others 
than peers ; and the bouse, foimding its decision on this 
instrument, resolved tlrat " Filzharris^ should be pro- 
" ceeded with acool'ding lo the course of common law, 
^* and not by way of impeachment in parliament at that 
" timet." This answer set the house of commons in a 
flame : they declared by succes.sive votes that it amounted 
to " a denial of justic8,,a violation of the constituiion of 
• C. ]<Hi[D. Matcli SG, L.loiiru xtli.7^ Pari. Fliat, ic. 13l?l— 1317. 
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ilD|>riu:liilli'DI DTutls Ilul [Win tllF lilinLitf of the oK-D^r ar uf Ills uSeiio 
but finm a null 1» bikv tlie pcuBccuUtin ont of ilislinailaufthecaiui, an 

preveut tlifl cgmiBgiu fniiu iawtfrtiug witb that pnnienlioii. 
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" parliament, anil an obstruction to the further iliscovory 
" of the popish plot ; that if any infe:'iov court slioulil 
" praceed ta the li'ial nf Fit/litirris, it would be gult)' of 
" a high breach of the privileges of the house of com- 
" mons;" and onlored that bill- sh ull behrou ht in tot 
the better uniiingof all hits majes yep s a ub 
and the banishment of " tl e m n d b pap 3 

" of Bngland by name*." 

The popular party, found n h p n he 

notion of- the king's pecuni yd ha 

ances of some in the counci had om d m a 

long session, and a certain , C e on en 

trary had determined in his own niind to make ihe 
duration of parliament depend on the adoption or rejec- 
tion of" the expedient;" and it so chanced that the vote 
respecting the bili of exclusion and the dispute respect- 
ing Fitaharria followed each other on the same day, a 
circumstance of whieh he dexterously availed himself, lo 
conceal from the notice of his adversaries the measure 
which he had in contemplation. ^During the Saturday, 
the day of debate, he repeatedly visited and direi-ted the 
workmen in the publio theatre, tu which it was intended 
tliat Ihe commons should transfer their sittings; on the 
Sunday he madq the accoinmodafion which he had pro- 
vided for them the frequent subject of his discourse; 
and at an early hour on Monday morning hastened iu a Star, 
chair, followed by a second chair containing the royal 2r. 
robes, to the house of lords. Not a whisper of his inten- 
tion had been heard ; not a suspicion had been raised in 
the minds of those by ithom he was surrounded and 
watched ; even the duchess of Portsmouth, in whose 
apartment by means of a private communication lie 
spent much of bis lim% was kept in complete ignoravice. 
The commons, having ordered the eeccnd reading of the 
exclusion bill, were listening tu a learned aiguinent of sir 
William Junes on the accord of the 4th of Edward III., 
when the usher of the black rod summoned them lo the 
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otlier house. They found the king sealed on the throne : 
lie told them lirielly that no good end could be expected 
when tlie veiy beginning was mnrWed by dissension be- 
tween [he two houses; and immediately the chtiocellor 
by hia command dissolved the pailiameiiL The sur- 
prise, the disappointment, the ra>re of the leadeis may 
be cooceiveil, Shaileabury called on his friends not to 
quit the house : let them stop and sign a protest against 
the dissolution: he sent to the commons, entretding 
them to wait, for the lords were still sitting. 3ut all his 
eSbrts were fruitless. The popular party in the lower 
house gradually withdrew, and the Whi;; lords, deprived 
of support from them, abandoned the attempt. Charles 
mounted his. carriage, was met on the road by a party 
of Ilia guards, and proceeded to Windsor with a rapidity 
which had-lhe appearani^e of Uight, and gave birth (o a 
notion that this hasty dissolution had been provoked by 
the discovery of some dangerous conspiracy against hia 
person, originating with the opponents of the court *- 

Such was the abrupt termination of this, the last, par- 
liament in the reign of CharlesJI.; and it may be con- 
sidered a fortunate circumstance for the country that it 

• Sbb l~ Jontn. 757. BmibT. 120. Nonh. IBi. Maopliprson, i. lift 
Itoysl DwInrUiuD of ApcllB. Lupl Onys Cmt^uioD, 13, 13. 14. Hy 
lb0 dltjoliiCiiHi ttte kJuiF spuiHl hlodrlf IbalKKiblaofadlipirte wlih both 
Ibiiu.'i. Ir the last mrlnm^nt ■ bill liad bna luinrd h; lbs Icird^ lud 
mmmuna rerwnUiig Ibr S JtbvoT Slil. a. 1 tVol, Tlii. 1103.}, Itae ml Ibt Ibo <f 

" uriii jiid^ InnoU Innyari to Iji* eipliBd till ^rha net of unifimilljr." 
SeMrnl vfUia IjTtbuna bmVBVndeEended itaB ^tlieonly MipDn ihr'ohiin:!] 
" biLiI DuwleiitDrtdhtiiniulfotvdi:«a,'* Tlw Inil artp|ifiLl ouihtlu limva 
beaD prrieutiHl bf tlifl klDi Ibt liiaai^iitDD tfaflut diLyoTthalut witIIb- 

inKcoiuulwrlnnbili: wlihlonl Uallbx. ordi^Kd him bi Inn tba'l Ult 
baliliB), auil 10 pnvDl llui allien. Ta Hunt he rira bin n»rDt, and Im- 
mi^ialply LironiHiii^ tha^irUxmeiit. AL0>ibnl.1vrdSlinllfl«bury cllii nut 

Ui« UhI bill nu Iwlsa reul, Bad tfaa deiki uf tba cnncn and of Ihv parHa- 
m^Dl nt>ia axamiriBd lie[Dnilh« hiniM Thearninoui luuk nplbequrs- 

*ielatlgii or llm eoontiiutkin, ami nroiioBed a jolnl ciHiimillw of llio two 
hoaw, to dlscDi'ur Ilie Hulltr.aiiilia bring Ihwi lo cundlun iiaaishin'Ot. 
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never biouglit to a termination the important question 
of the tuccesBion. James was not of a leiiijier to ac- 
quiesce uiilier in the expedient oi- the exclusion : he 
would have appealed fo armB in defence of what he con- 
sidered hia right; and so profound was the reverence 
felt for the principles of the ancient conslitution, so 
Btfong the prepossess ion in iUvour of the di\inB i-iifht of 
hereditary snccesKion, ihnt iio would have found multi- 
tudes ready to dratv the sword in his cause. Had he 
Slici^eded, he would huve coine a conqilci'or lo tlie 
throne, armed with more furmidable authority than ha 
CHUld have possessed in the ordinary way of inheritaiiee ; 
and if he had failed, there was reason to fear, from the 
political bias of the popular leaders, that the legitimate 
rights of the sovereign would have been reduced to the 
mere name and pageantry of a throne. It is probable 
that the dissolution preserved the nation from a ciiil 
ivar, and from its natural consequences, the establi6hment 
of a republican or of an arbitrary government. 

In a fewdayslhekingpublished, at the suggestion of 
Halilax, a duclaration of the causes which induced him 
to dissiilve the two last parliaments*. After an enume- 
ration of Ihe several offers which he bad made, offers 
calculated to satisfy any reasonable man, yet received 
wiih expressions of disi'ontent, and answeiediDa tone of 
crimination and reproof, he summed up the ufTences of 
the house of commons, their illegal and arbitrary oiders, 
by which they had taken Englishmen into custody for 
matters thiit hore no relation tu parliamentary privilege ; 
their declaration tliat several distinguished individuals 

■ Avrsn (lint hs would 1v nemiH) of rKvomiiiE th? callwKis by Ihia dii- 

ri^n '' liuw aiv-rFbible h ivwild ba U Almighty U<id 1» utdA bia nmif'tr 

" or ililving tliaiii out of lh» kingilum :" and he iliBB-rbw iL'quimI lilt 
bteilirrn Id ^leh niT the dna rxecwbu nTllie tbm cniuiua of king 
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were enemies to Ihe king and kingdom, on bare suspicion, 
viihout heariniT proof against tliiim or sdmittitig them 
to their defence; tlictir unconstitutional vote that u!l 
perEons who should lend the king money in anticipation 
of his revenue, should be responsible lor such romlucC 
to piirliament ; ihrar usurpation of the power of siispend- 
iog tbelawbyresolvinsf that the prosecution of the penal 
statutes against dissenters was an enoouraijetlieiit to 
p"pery ; their obstinacy in rejectini; all " expedients," 
and insisting on the exclusion of the duke from the 
sucnession ; their design of making important changes 
in the govei'nment of the realm ; and their endeavours 
to create a quarrel between the two houses, by pro- 
nouncing the lords deniers of justice, because the latter 
fvould not consent lo interrupt a prosecution vcliich the 
kln^ had ordered. This declaration was read in all the 
churches; the people learned from it to look upon the 
sovereign as an injured; man, oppressed by a parly 
whom no concessions would satisfy ; and addresses ex- 
pressive of attachment to his pei'son, and of conBdeiice 
in bis gavernmcnl, were presented to liim from all 
quarters of the kingdom*. 

It was not to be expected that the popular leaders 
would sit down tamely under these imputations.- To 
the declai'ation they opposed an eloquent and powerfuL 
I'eply, under the title of " A just and modest Vindication 
" of the Proceedinsjs of the Two last Parliaments,' tlio 
joint production of Sydney, Somers, and Jones, men 
capable of impnrting stiength to a weak, and uf ensuring 
victory to a riHhteuus, cause. They professed lo refute 
each particular charge; and it must be confessed that 

• Kennet, 39S. The Mloiilng mliact ttom the i-prtcb maAe bj Ihavtc*. 
ehincrJIw iiC Cunbrlrtfi' Mi iIm kia^ id tlie muns uf 1ht> uuhn^lj. atif 
Iflie lODM nuiioii or ihr wiDlini«nl> ut ih« uddmteti, " tie -.iinhly |iiiivi^i, 

" Ihrir lill..> ftoni Ihe proiilB, lull tium (i«di lliiit lo him oiilr lllT Bte 

" bat lu hoiiuur Mil uLifjr Ihrlr sDVBivign, who coma lo.beVi by II fpnilii- 
" iDi!iitutbpre<UiaryriAhlorAu«dB^Uiii,«h{elLDUivJlgSuD,Qo]an na hull, 
■' no fiir«:Uii» can Hilar uiUminlBh." Wllk. CmuAI. Iv, «I7, 
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assuming, as they did, (he trutli of Ihe informations 
SH'orn hy Oates anil his fellow-labourers, their reasoning 
is alivajs plausible, and fiequently nonclusive *. It 
failed, however, to persuade the nalion. The plot had 
lona, ihough slowly, been filling into discredit; in pro- 
portion as tbe first exuilemeut died away, men began to 
wonder at their own cveduhty iit believing such a mass 
of improbabilities and flciion; and the insuliing lan- 
giias;e, the arbitrary arresU, the passionate and unpro- 
voked re.^olu'ions of the house of commons, joined lo the 
known connection between- the leaders and the presby- 
teriait parly +, forcibly recalled to ihe public mind the 
proceedings which led to tlie civil warin the reiirn of the 
HrsC Cliarles. The tide of popularity had turned; it now 
ran in favour of the court ; the feat of republicanism 
■ banished tliat of arbitrnry power ; and the demagogues, 
who for so many jcars had bidden defiance to the au- 
thority, now began to quail before the resentment, of the 

Charles was not slow to display, his oonlempt for the 
votes of the late house of commons, by ordering the at- 
torney- general lo proceed with the trial of FiUhaixis. 
That adventurer still clung for prolection to the popular 
leaders ind sought to interest Iheir passons iti his 
faiour by a succession of disclosures so ne of them 
clnrgLi^ with treason or olher offences sir Reho d 
Bell ngs «oine the eail of Danlj J and otheis the 
queen and the dike of \ork By iheir advice at his 
orramnraent le pleaded Ihe impeachme t in bai of tleAp"' 
juiisd!cU n of tl e touit of King s Bench and imme ii ^''■ 
Btely all the legal talent of the paity started fortli in his ^*^ 
defence, not, it was pretended, fur the purpose of shield- 7. 
ing him Iram punishment, but to preserve the rights of U> 
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the people by maintaining the privileges of parhament. 
As ihe commons of England had impeached Fitzharria 
herure (he house of lords, they contended that no inferior 
court could withdraw the cause from the cognizance of 
that, the highest tribunal in the land. The crown 
lawyers did not fairly meet, tiiey endeavoured to elude 
the objectbn. Tl)e inipe^ichnient, ihey said, lay for 
treason in general; it specified no particular act; and 
the court had no means of knowinsr-that the offence Uid 
in the indictment was the same as that intended by the 
impeachment*. After several hearings, I'emlierton, 
the chief justiee'h, declared it his opinion, and tlie 
opinion of his brethren, that the plea was not sufficient 
to bar the court of its jurisdiction. Tlie spectators were 
greally disappointed. They had come jirepared to hear 
a learned and elaborate judgment ; but Pemberton, in 
the expectation of a severe scrutiny into his conduct in 
the next session of parliament, deemed it more prudent 
to abstain from any statement of tlie reasons on which 
this judi;ment was founded ^f. 

At the truil it was proved beyond contradiction that 
JuneFitibarriS had furnished the substance of the libel; and 
9" his plea, that he had no other object Ihiin to procure 
information for the kins. "'''* repelled by the jury. 
Tile verdict of guilty opened his eyes to the weakneaa 
of the party on whose protection he relied: he en- 
deavoured to retrnce his slops ; he pretended that the 
real author of the notes which he gave lo Everard was 
lord Howard, and brought forward his wife and servant 
to prove his conne^^lon with that nobleman. But these 
efforts were fruitless : Charles had resolved that the 
^"jy intriguer should sufier; and yet, when hope was. extinct, 
■ on the very morning of his execution, he gave a, written 

• U ni<ppnr. to BiR Hint llif true qiie>'i™ »4^Bh.?t1-Pr an ImpwirhiDHil 



i Tibli, lut t^^" Nnth,'s^%88. 
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confession to the divine who atteniled him, and at the 

galluws referred to it as a record of the truth. It stated 

that he procured the libel for the. king's service, that the 

char^'e against the lonl Howard was correct, and ihat 

his dejiosilioiis tiefore the trial were fables, suggested to 

hitn bj the sherifl's, and by Clajton and Treby. Little 

d t ' du to n wlio i 1 always a^coniinodateil his 

ei h pt! d his interest: yet it was the 

es g ; be had renounced the 

m (i true, and the imiiresston 

induced tlie four citizens 

m me forward in tlieir own 

ca h t, as iai as they were con- 

F larris was made up of miS' 

W m ff red- a much better man, 

O P archbishop of Arraagh, a 

een attested by four succes- 

nd. He had been thrown 

e of liaving received oiders 

R m I'lhe prom^M^ reward to 

informers induced some of the king's \vit[ies»es, as tliey 

were called, 1o select him for a. principal conspirntor in 

the pretended Irish plot'f. But they dared not face the 

■ state '^nli.Tm.SSD-^-339. I)i rapport ofttiseou'eraioD wa< published 

« Di. IluwhlDB'sad^luBid FiUhanig, Bm., lubj pcisinFc iq u t Tuorr." 
I|i npiKiiitluD, • iriLct eallflil "TEUlh. Vindli:iiWil, •■! > Di'Ci'cliun of tha 
" diiH-nioiii and Srandal) . , . , in n Paper pUfaluhed iu ttiu aume of 

-f The-liiine «ni the aim vbh nnDther Irish prrlilf. Ppfrr 'Kilhot, [ha 
ntholiu uchblihBp of Dublin. He hiut liBmnlj nndrinl hnuutliml 
unicet hi IhM lu^n^ bnillisci during Iho lime oT llieir rxilr i Hd in 1673. 

bAiiiihnfliit or caiUdLId pririlij buth hud uatted'tnrt-aitDDradlDghiin tit 

■tale of hsKltli m the hiiiw of liii bia'hiT in tlie o'liatj uf Kildire, und 
ognimiUt^ by ihE Siiundl to Nmgair in Dublin (i;«pt, A. MT.B.) Il whs 
just ultsi Ouei had made bU piUendBil dlKntny ; mid Tnlbnt Has rr. 
pE-aivilly e^amiiied wllh H»pHE to tlw (rith portiau of tha ^lol. I^hongh 
iiotUiDi uppiwreil to crimlijflia him, CbjijjHS ^■m'd oot Co slum' hini aiif 
^TDiiT or sympiitby, but alloweiL him to liugfT twajMraiQ iirisi>iit h-1i«u 
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man, whom tliey liad Dccused, in their own country : at 
the trial it appeared that tliey were );one to England, and 
Plunket, instead of olilHinin}; his discharge, was corn- 
May palled 10 Jblluw them. Ac his ai'raigLiment the chief 

ft justice granted liim a respite of fire weeks to procure 
evidence from Ireland ; liut his llll■^se^Jger was (b*iven 
back liy contrary winds ; his wJincasL's were delayed by 
the dilfioulty of obtaining passports; the officers in 
Dublin refused copies of any documeat without an order 
from the council in London ; and in conseqiience of these 
delays hi* means of defence did not reach the English 
June cofist till the third day after his condemnation. Hie in- 

^* farmers deposed against him that he had been raised to 
the dignity of primate for the purpose of pieparing a 
vay for tbe invasion from France ; that he had made a 
survey of the coast, and fixed on theharbourof Carling- 
ford Air the debarkation of the French arrriy ; that he 
hail collected large sums of money, had ordered musters 
of all GulholicE able to bear arms, and had organized a 
force cf seventy thousand men to join the invuders, mas- 
sacre the jM'otestants, and establish the catholic worship. 
Plunkut replied that his was a moat extraordinary case : 
for, had ho confessed himself fruilly of these offences in 
his own couiitiT, yet an Irish jury must have aiiquilted 
him from their personal knowledge that the charge 
cotild not by any possibility be true. But he had been 
brought away from a place, where his own character, 
tile conduct of his accusers, and the stale of the country, 
were known, to be tried before men whose ignorance of 
all these things rendered them incapable, of forming a 
correct judgment of his guilt or innocence. Had his 
evidence ariived, he should have shown, that the wit- 
nesses against him wei-e men undeserving of credit, 
apostate friars whom he had punished for their immo- 
rality, and convicted felons who had forfeited their repu- 
tation. But of such aid it was not in his power lo avail 
himself, becouse it was still on the road. The only thing 
which he could now oppose lo the oaths of the accusers 
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was the solemn asseveration of his uinoceiice, and the 
utter improliitbility that he had heeii able to collect 
euflicierit moiiey for the support of an army, when it was 
well ktio<LVn that he could never raise an income of 701. 
a-year fur his own subsiEtence. The jury, however, found 
him guilty, aud when the earl of Essex, who had been 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, solicited bis pardon, declaiing 
from his own knowledge lliat the charge ag»in$t him 
could not lie true, the king indignantly replied, "Then, 
" my lord, be his bipod on your own conscience. You 
" might have saved him if you would. I cannot pardon 
" him, because I dare not." Plunket suffered, and was 
tlie last of the victims sacrificed to the imposture of the 
popish plot ; for the day of retribution was now rapidly 
approaching, and the storm which lied so long ra^ed 
against the catholics, was about to burst on the heads of 
their oppressors*. 

Ofthepopularleaders introduced intothe council some 
years before, not one at present remained. The earl of 
Salisbury had voluntarily wilhtltawn; Essex and Sun- 
derland, and even Temple himself, had been dismissed; 
and the statenmen, who possessed the royal conHdence, 
wei-e che lord chancellor, and the lord president, the earl 
of Halifax, Jenkins and Conway the secretaries, Sey- 
mour the late speaker, and Hyde, lately created a vis- April 
count ■!■. All these agreed, or appeared to asree. in 23. 
opinion with the king, that many among their opponents 

• Stale Tilidi. vlii. 147— 500. Challoan, <i. 4«1— 479. Biimel. It 379. 

pilai's uf UiBDHelii GiH<KnA diuing tliis sammer. His rntenilble ul^cl 
ns ID im«iil nil ill* kliiv u unlie wkh Sgiiln and lbs Ijuim iu v^fia- 
•llwii la Ibc MumehnAnlB of Knim- ; to vUch Choiln ol4rcl»l tha 
dlipiitei'bilirerDhlBiii'iriind Ilia pulliuasiiL Ttae prinEs bcU iscetil 
-cunDMvuen Willi Ihs nAmiirta nnil wlib ihD popnlu Ipudm umlpiifag 
prrt^Duv of sJrpcUajc ■ ''^uiwUiatioD, jtud ttwa tU-iHitrd, u tha kiiiiiliB- 

Wluil pwtd btftwe.-B liLin aud Uu (ippitiunitB uT tha ecran, we kiuiw not. 
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moditatedachangeof dynasty, if not of government, and 
that, despairing of success by legal means, they had 
determined on the employment of foive during; the late 
parliament at Oxford. Under this impression the ROtin- 
cil sought out proofs of their presumeil guilt ; and man; 
of tiie same arts which Shaftesbury had practised to 
prop up the forgeries of Oates, were employed to procure 
evidence of treason against Shaftesbury and his. associ- 
ates. The witnesses, who hitherto had shaped their tes- 
timony at his nod, -ohserved with dismay the recent 
change of pubhc opinion : thoy began to fear the punish- 
ment of their perjuries from Uio justice of their sove- 
reiirn ; and, as the price of their safety, they readily 
devoted their future services to the stronger party. To 
have refused the offer would have been upright and 
magnanimous : but it was manifest that these men from 
their past connexion with Shaftesbury and his friends 
must have become acquainted with their practices, 
perhaps with their objects; tlie hope of discovery and the 
desire of vengeance prevailed ; and to the objection that 
the depositions of such witnesses would deserve but lilile 
credit, it was replied, that the value of their testimony 
became a question fur the consideration of the jury. 

The fii-ist to experience the effects of this re-action 
were tlie lord Howard ; College, surnaraed from his zpal 
the protestant joiner ; Rouse, the marshaller and leader 
of the mob from Wapping; and the great agitator, the 
earl of Shaftesbury; all of whom placed their principal 
reliance for safety on the protection of the grand juries, 
returned by sheriffs attached to their pai'ty. 
juna 1- Lord Howard bad been committed to the Tower on 
12. the denunciation of Fitzharris; but there was an im- 
portant discrepancy. between the evidence of the wife 
and of the servant of the informer, atid the grand jury 
Tsfu!«d in Slid tlie bill of indictment. The attorney- 
general, however, had the address to withdraw it before 
it had been endorsed ; and by this artiflce prevented the 
prisoner, though ho claimed his discharge, though he 
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claimed his discharge, though he took the saci-ament on 
his innocerif^e, fi'om being admitted to liuil till he had 
fiutfered an additional imprisonmenl of five monlha *. 

2. Tiie accuser of College and Rouso was Brjan 
Haynes, who first offered his servjues to Sliafresbury, 
but had subsequently the sagacity to discover bis error, 
and lo range himiself under the banner of the court. 
Aware of the politiwil principles professed by the persons 
who composed the grand jury, the attorney general de'-'SJ^ 
manded, and tbe chief justice ordered, that the proceed- 
ings on tbe bill of indictment againiit CoUej^e should 
be taken in open court. But tlie experiment failed. 
Tliough the witnesses had been held worthy of credit in 
the prosecutions on the popish plot, the jury refuso:l to 
believe tliem against the protestant joiner. The erotrn - 
lawyers, bowever. discovered that some of the offences 
wilh which tbe prisoner was charged had been com- 
mitted in O^ifordshire ; a new bill against him was 16 
found by tbe itrand jury of that county ; and College 
was tried in Oxford on tbe chaise of having gone in 
arms to that city, for the purpose of seizin^', in conjuiiC' 
tioii with certain of his associatee, the person of ibe 
kingf. This trial e:cliibited a new and extraordinary Aug, 
spectacle : the men, who had bitticrto been accustomed 17. 
to lend to each other tbe aid uf ibelr oalh^, in confir- 
mation of their numerous forgeries concerning the 

■ No FroteslBUt Plot, ill. til. Bnljih, 600. nale, GflS. 

* III lbs ciiw of Aikins. Sluftcbnry liid oMon-ii ib> nriioiHr to be 

th»t il» pwBMuniiB ni«Ui bi'ComeiiequiilDIM Willi his a»li'u«i to cun. 

Triala, li. 1494.). Aaairi uirDguti»illil9Htofo|'pt»!luHlHia«fl»11inH 
bwn mrnikiDiid (he ttkiBg nun Colk'n'i wvrn Hftrr lii> anitsl at 
OiBjta. ^lliit tlian la ■ n>iii.idi-Rble dierrBM bFlimii ilir ivo. Aaiun 
Saillh, Ib/i WhJK niluiai']', iiDrmI Iba giiutn n liriiiii ••f luai tpiiiiMa (ui 
ft<lnii-«~bjti tvlhir prlsuDBT. Hi-Id^ nhiaail, Ilv obulued an unlrr n<qii tbo 
flkkiKJUB11e<*4 Hi.d anm ^bsprwd La |iiii» jt |mr»l pf ]i4|ipr« In ilii« liHOda oT 
Cifllpire. Ttie*e weri! IFt&-d, Ulid lUttij tlia ptiauiu-rliiul liIi.Liile(l. utH ux. 

objKcthiDs Id IbT, ud h aiiQi'cli pvutotniuf fJInAluiia uti LiLajfoxeruuiaat, 
Tua ju<l]^« dtcivhU h &am ^ ba iiiiL4'-. (nDiitLay ive], iwiujun u* ihey' 
dermal uilMuUB, ud liellvowit ll fo llto wtiuiuer. aiBIB Trial*. ^ 
670, SS9. S37. ^ 
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poiiish plot, appeared in pourt divjded into two bodies, 
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in mnny unjustiAabk practices cannot be doubted ; but 
the impartial I'eaderof bis tria) will dispute tbe pc(i]>rioty 
of the verdict returned by the jury, aod assent to his 

Aug. aoIem:i asseveration under the gailowa, that be died in- 
31. noCii>t of any treasonable act or intention '!■. 

Oct. ^- '''a associ'iile Rouse was more fortunate. The 
19. grand j ury iirnored the l>ill, aiicl there existed no ehari>i3 
against him in any other county. He recovered his 
liberty :. but, incapable of profiting by experieme, he 
Ruffei'ed in 1683 for a new offunce the same ignorainioua 
manner of death from which be had escaped in 1681$. 

d. The information against the earl of Shaftesbury 
yiaa furnished by his three Ii-ish witnesses, wbo accused 
him of having sub»rne4 them to giVe false testimony 
against the queen, the dukeof York, the lord lieutenant, 
and the lord chancellor of Ireland. His aroinfu! and 
threatening carria<;e before the «oiinciltntimidaied'some 
of the members ; but his boldness forsook bim when the 
V^arrant for his commitment was signed, and the very 

jy J rabble hoot«i! bim on bis way to the Tower. Tliero he 

2. yielded to the suggestions of prudence or despair: lint 

his oifer to expatiiate himselt^ by repairing to his plan- 
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tation in Cnrolina, was refused : and the feing avowed his 
detei'minaiion of brinjring him to a frinl before his peois. 
Every exertion was madi; to defeat the loyal purijoao by 
proeuring the rejection of the indictment by the grand „ 
jury. The new sheriffs Shute aiid Pdkington sura- j 
moned for that purpose men.known lobe violent eneraies 
of the coart : pamphlets and narratives and instructions 
for jurymen of the most inllammatorj tend^y were 
published; and the hull was filled with the retainers of 
the party from Wapping and the suburbs. The pco- 
ceeilrni^s, as in the case of College and Rouse, were held 
. in public in jireseiice of lie judges : yel, so violent was 
the conduct of the spectators that the witnesaea repeat- 
edly complained of danger to their liveii, and the judges 
lliemselves did not feol in safety on the bench. Tne in- 
dictment charged the earl with having made warlike 
preparations for the puipose of .compelling the king to 
yield to iba wishes of the parliament at Oxford ; and 
was supported by^the testimony of B.tolh who preiended 
that he had been actually engaged for that service, of 
Haynes, whom Shaftesbury himself had recommended to 
the king as a person of honour and conscience, and by 
several of the witnesses whora be had brought ftora 
Ireland to support the pretended Irish plot. That the 
jury had previously determined to disbelieve their evi- 
dence is highly probable ■ but there was so much in their 
conduct and characters tn awaken suspicion, tliat any 
twelve impartial men would have come to the satne 
conclusion. The bill was returned " ignoramus:" the 
hall shook with applause ; and the day was closed with 
the rinitin;^ of bells, the t^lndljng of iKMillres. and shouts 
of "a Monmouth, a Shalissbury, and a Buckingham*," 
This triumph, however, was of short duration. While 
the party congratulated themselves on ihei'scapcol'tbeir 
leader, ihe publication of two papers, found in liis pos- 
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Bosaion,*and proiluped in c^iirt, awakened Ihe .spirit oC 
the lories, and gave a decided superiurily lo iheir cause. 
or ihese one was tlie foim i.f an iissoeiulian P.r liie pur- 
pose of inaiiitaimiifr tlie }iroti'staiit religion, and of ex- 
cluiliiig James, duke of York, uiid uvery other papist, 
frum the Buccession : and for ihat end ihe subijtribers 
were yde to vow before God that tlwy would pursue 
unio desiruciion ol! wlio should opjiose their just and 
righteous intention ; and, for the better suctiess of this 
pious work, would f.llow such orders as they should 
receive from parliament, while it sate, or from the major 
part of the members of parliament, being associators, 
after its prorogation or di= solution, and would obeysucli 
ottic'ers as by the same parsons sliotild be set over them 
in their respective counties, cities, and boroughs. The 
other paper pui'ported lo be an alphabetioal list of the 
most coiiHiderable ijidividuals in ewry shire, divided 
under I wo heads into"' worthy men " and "men worthy," 
designaiiiins interpreted to mean, " (fbrthy of trust and 
"worthy to behanffd*." The knowledge of iLese papers, 
the treasonable tendency of tlie first, and the itividiuua 
distinciion made in the Hecond, threw the nation into a 
fHrment. The form of association was not, indeed, in 
the writing of Shaftesbury : but no one doubled that it 
was either drawn by him, or under hiji direction, and 
Ihiit it perfectly accorded with the real views of the 
parly. Of ibe " worthy men,'" numbers huslened to 
prote that they bad no claim to the honourable designa- 
tion; and the " men worthy'' felt the stigma put on 
their churaclers, and eagerly sought for revenge. In a 
short time addresses poured from every quarter into 
Whitehall, expressive ui' the mo4t fervent attachment to 
the sovereij;n, and the deepest abhorrence of thea^socio- 
tion and its alienors. Its object was pronounced treason 
not only against the person of Ihe king, but the constitu- 
tion of the kingdom, and more ruinous to the nation than 

• Sule Tclalt, vlii. ;a»-7S7. NDillh U^ L'E>lmu^,B[ierHnL 100. 
l^L'^atd, 1014. 
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" the old liypoeritical solemn lei^iie and ro^enani the 
men who refused to find the b 11 o^ninst itb author or 
contiivev were dei'lared to haie ptrveited the 1 iws and 
" to hive aimed at a tyrannous dominion o\ei hoth the 
" sovereiEn and his people ; ' imd Charles was asouiPd 
that his liiilhful subjects held all such illegal unions in 
detestation, and would dofend to their utmo^t ability both 
him and bis lawful successors from all triitors and con 
spirators whomsoever*. 

The kinjr hastened to impiove this enlliuaiasm of the 
people to tiis prejudice of hi-, opponents 1 Tht most 
obnoxious of the " worthy men' ueie auccessnelj and 
silently weeiled out of the commission of the peace, and 
their vacant places supplied from the list of " men 
"worthy," or from tliose clergjmen, "Bho had diatin 
guislted lliemselves by their adioeaty of the doctrine of 
passive obedience. 2. As the majoiit; of the dissenteis 
had hitiierto lent their nji to the popular leaileis, they 
were now made to pay tlie penally ol their diiafteotion to 
the court. At the request of the m igistiatea of Middle 
sex, the king ordereii tlie laws 'agajnstcon\entides and 
" unlawful meetings, undei pretence of religious wor 
ship," to be put in immediate e\ecution the lojal and 
the zealous, the interested and the imdiitive availed 
themselves of the opportunity and the fines, di>,tiaJii1s 
and imprisonments of formei periods were immediately 
revived ■!■. 3. Lastly, an atliok was meditated on the 
privileges of the city, the stronghold of the exclusionists 
At the election of the chief magistrate the couit had pre- 
vailed in, favour of Sir John More, a quiet and inoifensive 
citizen, vho, though he had been an addresser, met 
with little opposition from the party, on account of his 
timid and retiring disposition. But the election of 
sheritTs, considering all circumstances, was a matter of 
greater importance. On them depended the choice of 

• Sfs thr BdrlTKEHi in Ihe Lnndnn Gax-tlP, and p:iillmitnclv lhD>e (mia 
fto mjcialniloa at Hickl's Hii;l, Bcrt Ihe Iwiichets ot GrjyV Inn, iiod tllO 
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iinliviJuals lo'serve on juries; and a fjenHral persuasion 
prevailed that, as long as tlie sheriffs were devotsd to the 
opjiosition, 110 vevdict against the leaders or their assiici- 
ates Wftuldheoblaihedliy the crown. On this account 
it was proposed to the king in council to lay an infor- 
mation, ill tbe nature of a qtio warranto, in the King's 
Bench, to inquire by what authority the city claimed the 
ri)chts and ])rivile^s which it exercised. In that case, 
either the fear of forfeiture would induce the corporation 
to solicit the royal favour, or the judsment of the court 
would deprive Ihemof the powers which they employed 
to- tbe pr^udice of the royal authority. The king gave 
his assent, and in Hilary term the information was 
filed : but, what with tbe plea and answer, the rejoinder 
and ihe surrejoinder, the rebutter and demurrer, and 
tbe dilatory forms of proceeding, more than eighteen 
months elapsed before the question was .argued and 
judgment given*. In the mean time the reader may 
turn his eyes towards Scotland, and take a rapid view of 
the most interesting events whith had occurred in that 
kingdom. 

The defeat at Both well-bridge had tamed the spirit of 
the covenanters. By ffe(|ueiitins; the churches of the 
indulged niinislers. they succeeded in screening them- 
selves from the notice and severity of the government ; 
and in a few weeks it appeared as if the party, which 
recently excited such gefieral alarm, had entirely censed 
to exist. There was however left a remnant of fuitbful 
Israelites, inconsiderable in number, and despicable m 
point of influence, but men of wild t^aticism and m- 
domilable zeal, who followed their spiritual guides, 
Corgill and Cameron, into the desert, and weie ted bv 
tbem arnong iho glens and morasses with the inanni uf 
the divine word. The contemplation of their forlorn 

• J.iM3(M--m>in.). i,71i ND-th,6M; St»leTcuil',vlH.1039-IIW6 
Sm in J^Bkiiis. ii. «94, s B-niil.lr leiior fram Unit BiUcHnnii 19 ilivdiit. of 
VoiK, Bl,L>lngliiirF;iHiDsfiitd;w>iiiiii!(n>m<lwn«tort1i««]Uiuiilauiha 



dhy Google 



CHAP. IT ] THE CAMEROHIANS IN SCOTLAND. SSi 

condiTion naturally led tlie enthusiasts to inquire into 
tile authority of (hose by whom their sufferinps were in- 
flicled : they iliscoveted that it was not in (he power of J"""' 
their anceatora, who had maile the BUccession hereiUfary 3^ 
in a particular family, to bind posterity, ur to puinhase 
their own liberty with the slavery of their descen<lants ; 
and they argued that, sinro Charles Stuart, by rejecting 
thBco\enant, had broken the condition on which he re- 
ceived the crown of Scotland, he had therefore forfeited 
all right to the exercise of the regal authority *. Con- 
Tincedof the truth of thia doctrine CamerDii,aGi;6n:ipanied 
by twenty of his disciples, proceeded to the small bur);h 
of Sanquhar, and, hawing publicly read, affixed to the 22, 
cross, " a deolai-ation and tSstimonie of the true presbi- 
" terian, anti-preUtic, anti-eraslian, and persecuted party 
" in Scotland.'' In this singular instrument they " dia- 
" owned Charlea Stuart, who several years before for his 
" tyrannie should have been denuded of being king, 
" ruler, or magistrate ; and under the banner of the 
"Lord Jesus Christ, the Captain of their salvation, 
" they declaimed war with such a tyrant and usurpei' — 
" they also disowned and resented the reception of the 
" duke of York, a- professed papist in Scotland, as re 
" pugnant to their principles and vows to the most high 
** God ;— and in conclusion they hoped that no one would 
" blame them if, as th* Lord gave opportunity, they 
" should reward their opponents in the same manner as 
" had been done to them +." 

The host of Israel, the men prepared to support this 
bold defiance, amounted to six-and-twenty horse, and 
about forty foot: but thej prayed, when others would 20. 
have watched, and were surprised by three troops of 
dragoons at Airmoss in the county of Kyle. At the ap- 
proach of t>ie enemy Cameron exclaimed, " Lord take 

• Wodmw, 11. App. 46, 46. Siale Tri»K i 795. 

+ W<»li<iw. App. «7- 8i>IBT>lal*,x.805, 1 (honlil hnve dIikitfiI Ihnt 
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"the ripest, spare the greenest;" and, calling tci liis 
men lo follow, hastened to meet the a^ailaiits. He fell ; 
his bi-othei-flnd seven ol'his companiooa shared liia fate; 
and Ratliillet, whom the reader will i-emember at the 
assassination of archbishop Sharp, was wounded with a 
few others, and aiailepi-isoner*,. The martyr hod the 
honour of giving the name of Cameroniacis to the part}' ; 
Cargill pscaped, and prepared to avenge his death. At 
*P'' Torwood in Stirlingshire he assembled his disciples, and, 
having first lectured and then preached, prooeeded to 
pronounce judgment in the following solemn manner: 
" I, being a minister of Jesus Christ, and having ai»- 
" Ihority from him, do, in his name and by his spirit, ex- 
" communicate, rast out of the true church, and deliver up 
" to Satan, Chailes II. king of Scotland, for his mocking 
"of God, his perjury, his uneloanness ofadullery, and 
" incest, his dninkeiiness, and his dissembling with God 
" and man." By the same aulhorily, and in similar 
terms, he excommunicated James, dnlte of York, fur 
idolalry, James, duke of Monmouth, fur his invasion of 
the Lord's people at Bothw ell- bridge, John, duke of 
Lauderdale, for blasphemy, apostany, and adultery, and 
the duke of Rothes, sir George Mackenzie the king's 
advocate, and Dalziol of Biiins, for different otTencea. 
Ridiculous as such a sentence must have appeared lo, 
those who were its object, it made a deep and fearful 
impression on the hearers of Cargill, to whom he asserted 
that " no power on eLirth of kinj^, princes, magistrates, 

• V/aiiou, 140. 143. Rathlllel »» Met fill "Ireiion and (lie ■■cii- 
'Wciwimurdarar Aichlitaknp Slmrpe." Hp ileclinvd lbs BrnhDrii). nf 
Ih" Mdj Biiil of Hit conn, " ImmuM Iheyhiid unuiuHl ■ tniawiMnj over 
" the rliateh. betonglua hIudb In JeniB (^briil, and bud culHfaLuiliiHl idqlulry. 
"peijurT, mid nhnr iuqalEy ID tbe land, HDd bt tbtt pin-pou bt^A iibrd 
•■ mucfa inDun.Ht4il>id. l^icrctUru he. m adbeilDf to Cbritt, lik iuiIiIh, 
" HUil kluulr offics, drcliard Ibem tbnl ate hii (Cbilii'i) "F>™ •■nemlei 
" and rtKUpentUTS Rir hi! cta^K-a and nower.iis ^omwleut iudl(eB.'~ tie 
ntssoa'JHniiMdiuulxifllTedlulySII. itSO. Sra ilie erii^n^ 'locnmniU 
inaial»TiiiiH,i. 791— BM. Two je«r» talet, 1683, Cdlloii, anolla^r or 

offal IheHHitoTllienHlleitii, H«nu thrnbHtiged; hiib-advai cat «ll 
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ra of the gospel, could without the rejientance 
" of the persons, opLiili and legalljf ippearing, reverse 



These proceedings sharpened the vigilance and severity 
of the council, vho be^an toconEider that their o\En lives, 
aa well as the rcptilalion of the goietiimeiit, were at 
stake. The Caiueronians ludepd, hud hitherto conRned 
their effurts to nieasuiei of self defence; but there was 
reason to fear thai, if their numbers should multipljr 
tlirough neglect, they might proceed to acts of aggres- 
sion ; and tlie murder of the archbishop had shown how 
eaaily such enlhusiasts could mistake the suggestions of 
revenge for the inspintions of Heaven, The prisoners 
bi-oiight from Airiness paid the forfeit of their rebellion; 
a strict search was made not only alter their associaiea 
in the field, but also the professors of their dottrines; 
and six of the latter testified with the loss of iheir lives 
the sincerity of their belief Among them were two 
females, IsabSl Alison, and Marion Harvey, whose zeul 
might indeed I'equire coercion, but whose obstinacy could 
Dot deseive the punishment of death t. tu pmon the 
])ible was their chief consolation: the lecture of the book 
of Canticles threw them intoecstasiesofjoy ; and, as they 
ascended the fetal ladder, they cheered iheir last moments 16R], 
by applying to themselves the passage, "my fair one, Jan. 
" my luvely one, come away." The duke of York, who 26. 
had recently arrived in Scotland, doubtecl the pulii^y or 
the justice of tliese executions. To some of the sufferers 
he sent an offer of pardon, if they would only say, " God 
" bless the king ; - but, though the- rope was already 

• Wi,dtn», 114. Cnmltslianli. 71. Cjralll ■»■ tufean on July 13lh, ani 

m»li.itlly"unci malnuinril, fniDi iKe rumi.lM of J.rf uod PhintM, iIim" 

CBttf iiarsEin liavidv ■ cali ituid Ovi Dil^nl lan-fUtly iiiu auutlitfir lail#iii}j. 
WuAnm-, )i. 1E5, IB6. App-M. S5. 
t It Aiiuld, liawner, 1ia,otu»Ta:l.tliM Otef duinrd b; llirlr nnawiTB tlist 
Ibry npptvTrd uf tha Bidihiftliop^B miinlpr, viA weravrll uqiidinteii wiUi 
tbr inuriWsts. Ilarfpy.tiiltei wiuled ti'4tliiioiiy,WdveBliar bUiul uiioa 
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round tlieir necks, they rejected a wni'lition which Ibey 
deemeil an aposlacy from their princiiiles*. There re- 
mained others eqvially ready to t;ra«p the crown of mar- 
tyrdom : but tlie (Juke deprived them of the sp'endid 
pi-ize. by transferring them to a life of har I lahour in the 
house of correction, or enrolhn;; them in a regiment of 
Scots in the service of the king of Spain 'K 

The Gret care of Jaines was to stndy the political state of 
Scotland ; and a abort inquiry convinced hini that the spirit 
of resistance to the court, which had driven him from Eng- 
land, had made hat few proselytea nmonf> the Scots. The 
people generally looked up to the nobility as their natural 
gnideB ;andth6nnhility,with only two esceptiona, professed 
themselves the devoted servants of the orown. Persecution, 
indeed, hndprovoked'adi^rent feeling in the breasts of the 
more rigid covenanters ; but these existed only in a few dis- 
tricts of the weat and south, and formed a party too con- 
temptible in point of number, and too dispirited by a long 
course of suffixing, to create the slightest Apprehension. 
The principal evils arose iirom the family foufls among the 
nobility, which divided them into hostile paities, and made 
each individual anMOns to esalt hmiaelf by the depressiaa 
of his toemy; tirom the hereditary jurisdietions, which 
were eserdsed by the possessors in the most haughty and 

tornod iiff, lillMl Pol'M- nwniri IopItowI to proiiouliM Hie wonl>, bill hi) 
ilnilBPil— ""Gn.illifoilln' mioil fiM cnw, ray c)e»r. Sir Mr. 81I"na. He 



- Dbdnieil.'' ■ All mat Huflhnl dn^h. RxiDl^iilLall, fieduuns. L 31fl. 

1 Bnmet, tL aM~llU. FDnnbilnluIL In BtHtg Irliili, i. B7T. Than 
procestliDEa tnrs hiliwed the irrllen at ibe par^ to tsnn Clw [lute ii hluid; 
trisnt,but,aBitaiipeant(ims,irith groU: InJusUae. Ths fiiots sliov that 
hs maie Itl* endeaTonr to ■ilhdrair the aoengea (lotn the neveilty of the 
BooOlsb oanull, t^ niiiiljInE ClKm wtth rerlwl eraMoni, oe tabtOO^ag a 






111 Ihe light ol Inmaa mflerli^. Hut tbe only 
« irhen Siwenl wai snbjectcd to the lorture of Oa 
lUh tbeDommladaoeiB' Bui hoir la It ibowii Uiat 
u-loaaoa a {iBflBlaD f . Tbe priaoner ^aa to be ex- 

, jbloimp'duiGpHTt of 4baabb^ln7tilch Uioihiko 

ily. IHIetiC lie not, theo, hwe Mt ho talEreW in beliig 
prtKKBlJiigB^HDd tolbrmtuaovTiJiidgineotoItlistnilh 
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tyrannical mtmner ; and from the misrule of Lauderdale, 
whose cliief object had bi'en to eniich his duiihess and 
his ilependBnts at the expense of law and justice. Seven 
cummissiuners of the treasury with high sa^.aries ad- 
miiiisCereda scanty income of 60.001)1.: the farmers of 
the customs and the excise icere encouraged by the con- 
nivance of the government to extort money by illegal 
artidces ; and the troops, supposed to have been raised 
for the purpDseof checking the depredations of tliehiijh- 
landets, existed only in the muster-rolls of the offlcera 
who received the pay of these imaginary guardians*. It 
was obviously to tlie interest of Jamds to ingratiaie him- 
self with the nation. With tliia view he employed ihe 
influence of his high rank to heal the dissensions which 
divided so many nubia families, sought to relieve the 
people from oppression by the gradual and noiseless re- 
moval of Lauderdale's dependents, and suggested to his 
brother such other remedies as could only be applied by 
the will of the sovereign. In a few iiiotil.hs James had 
become popular iii Scutlandl-. 

While, however, he appeared to devote his attention 
to tile concerns of tlial country, he kept his eye constantly 
fixed on the- transactions in England. The meeting of 
the parliament in Oxford had plunged him into despair; 
its sudden dissolution taught him to rely on tlie flrniness 
at the king.' Yet his hopes were not speedily realised. 
By the advice of Halifax his first petition to be recalled 
to England was peremptorily refitaed ; to the second, 
that he might hold a parliament in Scotland, Charles 
gladly signified his consent. The object of the monarch 
was to soothe the feelings ofhis brother, wounded by the 
previous refusal, the object of James to pi'oeure from the 
Scottish parliament a recognition of his right to the 
Scottish throiie. 

• 'niednksproposiKl ttiaeOili money •bould Tor llie hitiu^ be 'livlded 
bfl.eeu Haiilfey, Arlyle, Alhol. an.1 Smfijnl; Ibe (out ii-o.t liljhliiqd 
cliii^l^, iind thai Uivy tliuuhl be mjHtil n^oD^lljltr Rir all ileiir^'diiliuiii uviu- 
miiwii by tlie vUns depDDilem on tliem. Tbey alieody bail the power, 
J.nwTtMeinoit'.l.'iTOS. "'' '*''"''"" • '"""™''"' '* 
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My The duke, in quality of royal poramissioner, opened 
^**- the .leaaion with a speech, expressive of the king's veadi- 
ness to unite with hia people in providini; security for 
the protestant reU^fion, and of bis conSdence that he 
should find them equally ready to concur with him in 
seeuring the rlghtfui descent of the erown. His wishes 
were gratified. The first act passed by the estates con- 
firmed all the existing taws in support of the protestant 
religion, and all ar.ts made against popery ; the second 

j^„„ declared that llie kings of Scotland derived their royal 
31, power fraia God alone, that tliey succeeded thereto 
lineally end according to the known decrees of prox- 
imity in blood; that no difference of religion, no act of 
parliament, made or to he made, could alter ft divert 
such succession, and that to alter, invert, or suspend the 
next heir from the administration of the g»vernment 
according to the laws of the kingdom, amounted to an 
act of treason*. Much altercation followed respecting 
the grievances ivbioh had been suffered under the adrai- 
nistraliou of the duke of Lauderdale ■!■, and the tyranny 
which was exercised by the lords possessed of hereditary 
jurisdictiiin. But the most important act of ihe session 
was the imposition of a new teat, which had been 
equally called fur by the government to check the 
diffusion of the anti-monarphical doctrines preached by 
the Cameronians, and by the more zealous among the 
protestauts, as a counterpoise to the influence of a 
catholic successor. But here a difficulty arose, how l« 
define the protestant religion bo as to give geiTeral satis- 
fection in a country where episcopacy was, mdued, 
established by law, hut presbyterianism retiuned its hold 
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on the hearts of the people. F n > rs th A\ t 
minster confession of f h h d f m i tl tli (1 

creed of the Scottish k k I t by tl f 

1661 this document h I bee [p d f t 1 y 
and the only form of d wl b 11 p I 1.1 

Eanctiun of the legisl t as tl m t 

fession framed ii) 1560 nd app d ll h pa 
liament of James VI. in 1567. On the present occasion 
the loida of the articles, among whom was the earl of 
Aigjle proposed the ratification of tliis confession, and 
Dalrj mpie, the president of the court of session, moved 
that It should be recognised in the new test as the 
standard of the protestant rcligiou. Paterson, bishop 
of Edinburgh, saw the difficully, hut after some oppo- 
sition acquiesced ; and an act was passed ordaining 
that all lawn against papists and fanatical separatists 
from the national church should be rigorously enforced, 
and tliat all persons in public trust, with the excep- 
tion of the lawful brother and sons of the king, should 
take the test appended to the act, under the penalty of 
foifeiture and incapacity to hold office^ That test con- 
sibCed of^l. a profession of adhesion, and a promise lo 
adheie to the true protestant religion contained in the 
conression of faith recorded in the first parliament of 
James VI ; 2. the usual reo^nition of the king's su- 
premacy o\er all persons civil and ecclesiastical, and a 
renunciation of all foreign jurisdiction; 3. a rejection of 
the doctiines and practices already condemned by the 
declaiation prescribed in the eleventh act of the first 
parliament of the king ; and, lastly, an acknowledgment 
that there " lay no obligation from the national cove- 
" nant or the solemn leaL'ue and covenant, or any other 
" manner of way whatsoever, to endea^'our any alter- 
" atioii in tlie government in church or slate, as it was 
" theuestahlished hy the laws of the kingdom*." 

There must have been some external pressure upon the 
duke, perhaps from the positive oatomand of the king, per- 
haps fi'om the ohstinate bigotry of the council, to enforoo 
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a the enactment of a test bo repugnant to 
liU relig^oua feelings, and so hostile to his future righta ; for 
it bore as severely on the Boman catholics sa an the Scottish 
fanatics, and disqualified James himself, in the event of his 
succeeding tn the throne, from bestowing office on men of 
his own creed. To the episcopal clergy the obligation of 
Eweating adherence to a preabyterian confession of Mth ap- 
peared at Erst an intolerable grievance. But th^r repug- 
nance gradually wore away, when it was discovered thatjn. 
point of church government this instrument contained 
CO pcDvision inconsistent with the established di'^cipline, 
and when the council, to do away objections on the 
ground of a few speeulative doctrines of minor import- 
ance, had published a declatatiun, that the test was not 
meant 1o apply to every part of the confession, but only 
to the " Irue proletitant religion founded on the word of 
" God, and contained, therein, as opposed to popery and 
" fanaticism," and that it neither made nor intended lo 
make any invasion of the intrinsic spiritual power of the 
church, nor offered any prejudine to the form of episco- 
pal government. A feeble attempt was, indeed, set up 
to keep alive the opposition, by maiiilainin'g that in 
making' such declaration the council had exceeded its 
legitimate authority ; because no court inferior to the 
parliament could possess the right of explaining the 
intention of parliament. But the m^ority of the bene- 
ficed clergy were too prudent to saeriGce their emolu- 
ments to. unfounded scruples ; and ,lhe dissidents, who 
resigned Iheir livings, did not amount to moie tlinn 
eighty, inHtienced not so much by their objection to Iha 
confession of faith, as to the recognition of the lung's 
Hupremacy. which, armed, as it was, with Ilie most 
arbitrary power by Laudetdale's act of 1669, they con- 
sidered dangerous in the possession of a catholic successor. 
Among the Iflity the recusants were confined cbieHy to the 
Biaall number of individuals connected with the Whig party 
in England, who looked on several clauses in the test as re- 
pugnant to the political principles which they cherished, and 
tothedeugnswhich they meditated. The dukes of Hamilton 
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and Monmouth acoordinglj resigned their offices : but the 
man wboBedeteniitnationwoa expected with the greatest itn- 
padenoe.wiiBtheeM^lof Argjle. He hsid many powerful ene- 
mies among the Swttisi) nobility ; during the aessiun the earl 
of Errol had presented a bill praying ihat Ar^j le raiftht 
be compelled to settle the pecuniary claims of several 
parties at^itist the fatnily estates, and the king's advo- 
cate had disputed his right to the hereditary slierill'doms 
wliieh he held, and to his office of justiee-sjeneral of 
Argylesbire and the isles; and though James, hy tho 
interposition of tlio royal authority, had shielded him 
flora these suits, yet the dismissal of the earl fivjm the 
court of session showed that his conduct had given 
offence. By liis adversaries it was hoped that he would 
refuse the test: for some time he hesitated; but the 
desire of preserving so many valuable hereditary juris- 
dictions prevailed ; aiid he offered to take it with the 
following explanation, that he meant to bind himst'lf by 
il, "only in as much as it was consistent with itself and Nov. 
" the protestant religion ; and not lo debar himself 
" from endeavouring, in a lanful way and in his station, 
" to make such changes in church and stale as ha might 
" jiid^ benedcial." It is difficult to understand the ne- 
cessity of these limiiatioos. Hia only object in tlie Rrst 
part was, as he stated, " to clear himself from cavils," for 
lie hail no notion that " the test imported anything con- 
" Irary lo the protestant religion,'' and the second could 
hardly be requisite; for the general denial of any obliga- 
tion " to endeavour alterations in the government'' could 
never he understood as a renunciation of the right be- 
longing to him as a peer of parliament. The duke of 
York remarked to iiini, Ihat suth was the real meaiijog 
of the test, and that he deluded himself, if he thou;;ht 
that he had imparted to it any new signification. 

When Argyle tjok the test with this explanation, 
many of the spectators bstiayed their disappointment 
by tbeir looks: but James was satisfied, aiid,tliaugh the 
council maintained that he ought not to have suffered it, 
he resolved " to pursue the matter no further.'' But 
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new reprcsentatioua were made to him ; tlie eall was 
Nov. summoned to qualify a second time oB a commisa inner 
^- of the treasury; tlien liis explanation was refused ; and 
g. tliou^h lie uaited ou tlie duke and satisfied liim of the 
rectitude of bis intention, he received an order to plare 
9> himself in conlinement in the castle of Ediiiburj^h. 
Soon afterwards the king's advocate, in consequence of 
instructions from England, accused him of treason, 
SO. leasing-making, and perjury, charges taised on a slijfht 
foundation indeed, on nothing more than the explana- 
tory c^use which he had added Co the test in presence of 
the council*. 

The reader will perhaps imagine that the object of Ihe 
court was merely to intimidate Argyle, and the few who 
might feel disposed to follow Ma example. But in the 
Dec. course of tliree weeks he wos brought to trial.. The 
crown lawyers conteniled that in his explanation ho had 
claimed for each individual the authority of delermining 
in what sense parliamentary tests were to he understood ; 
that he had defamed the legislature by insinuatini; that 
it imposed contradictory oaths, and violated the proteslant^ 
religion; that be had recommended to the people the doc- 
trine of the rebels and covenanters, that every man posses- 
ses a right to make, according to the dictates of his private 
judgment. .altera.tions in church or state, " without any 
" regard whether the king should disassent or not ;" and 
that he had usurped the sovereign BUthorily by deckriiig 
that he understood this his explanation to form a part 
of his oath. To such frivolous and captious reasoning 
it was replied, that the earU being called upon to qualify 
bimself for ofUce, had a, right lo state the real sense in 
^thich he meant to take the test; that his only motive 
was a wish to exonerate his conscience, and avoid all 
manner of evasion or equivocation ; and that ao reuson- 
uhie man would confound a cuntldential communication 
to ti.e council with an attempt to breed discord and 

Slate TiiaJs, vii. S66. 883, 
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aedition between the king and liis subjects. But the fee. 
lords of justiciary pronounned their opinion, that tlie • 
ofBiiifies ohavged amounied to the guilt of treason, !eaa- 
inf,'-niokiiig, and leaaing-telling, hut not to that of 
perjury' ; and the assize or jury, with the mnrquess of 
Montrose at their head, found the prisoner guilly. 
When Charles received the intellijienci!. lie granted ,g 
permission that judgment might follow, but added a 
strict injunotion that the eKecution should be suspended 
till he had declared, his furlher pleasure t. But Argyle 
dared not trust to the mercy of the sovereign against Ihe 
violence of his adversaries. He did not wait for the 21 
arrival of the lette h 1 1 ft 1 11 tl d t 
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80 recklessly <lii! tbey pursue tlieir own advancement by 
the depress ion of tlioir enemies, so complele was the de- 
penilence of bolh judges and juiDrs on the ffovernmeiil, 
that each individual might he said to hold his life and 
estates at the pleasure of the sovereign. Notliing was 
more easy than to acraniplish the ruin of an obnoxious 
nolileman. However innocent were his eonduct, how- 
ever cautious his language, somelhing could still he 
discovered which the ingenuity of the advocate m^ht 
convert into the capitr.l offence of leasing-lelling or 
leasing-making. We are indeed assured that on the 
present occasion neither the king nor his advisers sought 
to take the life of Argyle. Tlie object of the first was 
to obtain possession of certain extensive juris<lictions, 
vhich he di-emed it dangerous to leave in the lianda of 
a siihJBcti of the others to gratify their revenge by the 
humiliation, and to improve thoir own fortunes out of 
tlie spoils, of an opponent. This is prpbably ths truth * : 
but the motive can furnish no apolosy for the injustice 
and cruelly of the prosecution, whicii has left an inde- 
lible stain on Iho memoi'y of the royal brathere, of the 
dulie, who was persuaded to recommend it, and of the 
kin;i, by whom his recommendation was approved. Ar- 
gyle remained in banishment : to his son, the lurd 
Lorn, Charles, having previously made pi'ovision for the 
satisfiiclion of his father's ra'editors and the support of 
the younger branches of the family, restored tlie for- 
feited estates. But the heredilary juiisdic lions were 
retained in possession nf the crown ; and these, tO);ethsr 
with the sheriffdoms and regalities surrendered bv Ha- 
milton and Monmouth, were parcelled out among ihe 
supporters of the court, to be holden by them during the 
royal pleasure +. 
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But the administration of James in Scotland n>as noir 
<lrawi[ig 10 a cluse. Halifax, indeed, lulKiui-ed tu iia- 
press Oil the miii<l of the king a notion, Ihal to recall tlie 
duke Bi laag as tliat prince proteased himself u catholic, 
would be to forfeit hU present popuUriiy ; and Charles Ai>i 
heiiitated not tu iiirorm his brother, lliat he must never 31 
expect to set his foot on English ({round, till he bad 
confirmed to the established Cburuh*. From the de- 
apoiidency caused by this message James was relieved 
by the intrigues of his former enemy, the dur.hess of 
Portsmouth. To mark his sense of her connexion with 
the popular leadei's, Charles liod made her feel his dis- 
pleasure. She hastily retraced her steps: the king, 
alter a short struggle, yielded to l)ie arts and blandish- 
ments which she knew so well how to employ ; and she 
re-established her empire over his heart, and retained it 
to the end of his reign. But experience taught her to 
consider the brittle tenure by which she held her pre- 
sent greatness^ Were she to aui-vive the king without 
provision for the future, she could expect nothing frum 
his successor, whpni she had so deeply offeniled, nor 
from the Wings whose interest she hiid now abandoned. 
Charles shared her apprehensions : it was resolved to 
secure to her an aiinuiry out of the income granted by 
parliament to the duke of York ; and James unex- 1081 
pectedly received an invitation to meet the king at ^"^ 
Newmarket for the purpose of making the necessary ^°' 
arrangements i". In the correspondence which followed, 

jeoplB "inii'd him wilb Kwrlly In Ihu iJtiilt of iwd Anfjle" II ia nol 

" hiu but la Ihiiik liiDBaM' fo' nlul bni hnpp^iDHd to lilm. And li, (huHr 

" wltam™"™'? l<wt " ""ihl hiin uTJ™ In' m'iI) b coucSiM « t^lS 
" tenant: u lie l> wh>." In Uurnrt. 11 SIS. 

nma I cm nuni.a '^^ ^^^'^^^^^ ^^ ^^J 



" tiloli. Ihat 
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a private assurance ivas given that lie should be allowed 
jj„ to ilx liis resilience in England ; at Newmaikel, whei'e 
l-i.. he visited his brolhei', it was repeated in defiance of the 
opposition of Halifax, and of Seymour, wlio now sup- 
ported HalifSkx. Elale with this success he again sailed 
jIj^ fur Edinburgh, liut on the sand called the Lemon-and- 
5. Ore the Gloueesler frigale, wliich carried Jiim, was 
wrecked, wilh the loss of two hundred men. The prince 
himself escaped, reached his deiitination, and, bringing 
ig back his family, settled once more in the palate of St. 

By thp Tories the return of the duke was hailed as a 
proof of their victory. The lord mayor and aldermen 
waited on him to express their joy, and addresses wilh 
thousands of signatures were presented in abhorrence 
sociation. Charles, 
i„n,,l,lt™n.„,. 
1 p ciptes than 
P Ik gt d Sh t If t ra t had been 

Iftlldn thblhuse feast, to 

dknil dth pt t In midsum- 

m d y w pp d t f the new 

h ffs, wh I th 1 ) 1 d t! 1 f their own 
free h whtth trfn ftl hief raagia- 

pctiBaiM himwK tlml James'mliilit Bmiillift an nnimily iit bSMI. tor 
Bnv yeiits out cif ilie Inooms '>r Hie imngAlce, aiKl Iliur shf miiilii irl[ tl 
i't'xif mm ffqiiiied. "nie dokB wm aware Ihnl the uiant dvimitHlrd of 
lilKi KinldDiittirlKnllyinndewiihuuliin iisturpailltnivj11,bui cuiiiHaliMl 
Ibia knowledue Ihn t lie mlglil have * preteBH Tot I'oDitiig to Kii«1ju<1. Of 
oiiurn* the whemt fhllpd: hnt iha Indyt 1iaTiD|i.hBjiril of ibtfFri-nch iipn- 
>!<«. vnvnllcd on Chnrlo Id (Itk lO.rm nst irf ncli qiunirly iwiineiii, 
tlllihenonegnleihonldBnioiiDtla la'flHIU- At ttaii kiii|'> dru^uilv 
WpnimentcBmiliiiiddiw. JaiDeg (Utiinmis), i,^T30. UwiulietuB, 

' • The iDnsner In vhhih IliimFt hat nlalcd As dnhr'i nenpe. iliinci 

Inilli nMYPMllibelHiinitrriiiilhoDnielBneuerdf «ii1»fnBMTv(Clnr. 
Conesp. {. 79), the lallec of idt S-aon Dii^k, pTovoht ol Bdiiihiii||fi (Bn», 
0.iBini.lL.-lt«ts, Kcoud«tli-i,lv.67; Dolrjrmplf, ii. App. W). HnS Uml 
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trale. Tlie real origin of tliis custom was unknown, 
some coi\$idering it as a compromise of their respective 
claims on the part of tlio lord mayor and the livery, 
otiiers as a meie compliment to the chief magistrate 
from the livery, who still retaiiie<l the power of admit- 
ting or I'ejecting his nomiiialion. From the commence- 
ment of the late rebellion the practice had heen lai<I 
aside, anil both sheriffs had been anntiallv eleoted by the 
common-hall. Now, however, at the recommendation 
of the king, sir John Moore drank, and sent the cup to 
a brother of the chief justice, Dudley North, who had 
previously consented to accept the office ; but the Dp|io- 
posite party, alarmed at the nomination, resolved to dis- 
pute the claim of the lord mayor. On the morning of 
midsuromer-day the hall was crowded with the retainei-s 
of the two factioriH'. theil' t'.lamour and violence lerriHed 
the mayor; North, the chief justice, and serjeant Jeffries 
were privately in attendance to aid him with Iheir ad- 
vice ; and lonl Grey, with the members of the green 
ribbon dlub, directed the proceedings of his opponents. 
The show of hands was against tbo nominee of the 
chief magistrate, who after a long debate adjonrned Ihe 
hall to another day : but Pilkington and Shute declared 
the proceeding irregular, eonlinued to poll for some 
hours, and then adjourned the court. Tlius a new 
question ai-ose. On the. one part it was contended that 
the lord mayor, as he called and dissolved, bad also (he 
right of adjourning, the common-ball ; and thut (be 
sheriffs bad no authority to preside in any civic court, 
because, though chosen by the city, they wem in effect 
ofRcers of the crown On the other that tl e lord mayor 
merely held the office of cl ai at tl at the 1 very were 
the judges, and tl at Ihe hall could not be adjourned 
without their consent 11 e d [ ule en^ros e! the pub- 
lic attention for se oral mo ths Bread ea of the peace 
were committed a d j oseculions nst tuted the poll 
was renewed; oppos e loUa ere opened one by theggp(_ 
mayor and the other bj the she ffs a d lu conclusion ]9. 
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tile first (leclareil North and Rich, the secoDd Papillion 
anil Dubois tiuty elected. All four demanded to bs 
ejit. sworn ; but the oaths were admin islereil only to North 
28. and Rich, and the same afternixin the old sheriffs siir- 
retidereil to Ihem the cusliidy of the gaols and prisons*. 
This victory was 
election of lord ma 
appeared to have a 
tiny turned the bal 
petitory, and the ci 
ill tlie city, where 
sheriffs at his devol 

1. Under these S 

already learned to 
eiTur, . He sought 
York, who oonsenti 

mouth in soliciting cue Kmg in nis lavour. iv was iiol 
tkit James at this period enlerlaincd any esteem for 
the versatile statesman who had so ungratefully aban- 
doned Ilia interests ; but he feared to hazard his own 
influence in a r.ontest with the duchess, who, us she had 
brought Sunderland into disgrace, made it a point of 
honour to restore hira to flivour. The easy monarch, 
happy to gratify his inistreas without displeasing his 
W. brother, accepted the earl's protestations of repentance, 
admitted Uim into the council, and soon afterwards re- 
placed him in his frrmer office of secretary of state J. 
Fan. 2- Another nobleman, of still greater importance to 
28. the party, began to waver. Monmouth remarked the 
rapid decline of the Whig interest; unwelcome antici- 
' pations were awakened in his roind ; and he gave a 
lardy assent that bis wife should ofPer his dutiful ser< 

rad Itnm Nanism) r.ulltell in 
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vices to the hing, os an opening to a It th 

brith Charles and James. But the b t p h f 

Shafleslmry, lord Russell, and his 1 f d 1 

hiro ashamed of hia weakness ; he U I 1 w d 

and, under the pretence of visiting 1 i f M 1 
field, began a progress into the nurth 1 h w f 
reviving the affection, and of adding to th b f 

his pai'tii^ans. He travelled with o h Ired t 1 
anrs on horseback, divided into two b d f 1 I 
preceded, the other followed, the d 1 I II p n 
space between them, Monmouth tode I p ed 

charger, aeknowledgin;;, with boiv d 1 1 

oourtes}' of the speolators. In son pi tl h gl 

classes deemed it prudent or loj'al to 1 h pp 1 
■but wherever the Whig interest pr 1 d th le- 

men met him at the head of Iheir eap t 

and the populace were taught to wel m 1 m 1 tl 
ringing of bells, dischargea of musk tr) nil t f 
" A Monmouth, a Monmouth, and Y k H 

was careful to appear at the piincipal fairs, races, and 
public spor Is ; at Liverpool he assumed ihe royal office 
of touching for the evil ; wid wherever he dined in pub- 
lio, covers were laid for two bundred guests, end the 
people, conducted by proper officers, passed in a constant 
Sircam through the apartment, that all might graiifj 
their curiosity with a sight of their favourite, Bui tlie 
jealousy of the king narrowly watched his prog.jss; 
daily reports were forwarded to the council ; some par- 
tial disturbances in Cheshire added to the alarm ; and 
a warrant was issued for bis apprehension on the charge 
of " passing ihrough tbe kingdom with niuliitudes of 
" riotous peoplf, to the diaturbanoe of the peace and Ihe 
" terror of tbe king's subjects.'' He was walking in 
the streets of Stafford at the time be was taken into 
custody. Had Shaftesbury been at liis ear. he would 
probably have returned into Cheshire, and have called 
on his friends to protect the king's son from the malice 
of his enemies; but he surrendered to the sergeaiit-at- 
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nrms, was comlucted to ihe capital, and admitted to bail, 
himself in tlio sum of lO.OOO/., and bin aureLies in iho 
BumorSiiuoi. each*. 

3. From Moiiiuoulh we may proceed to Sliaftesbmy 
whose conduot, ever since his discharge, hail beeu lo the 
popular leaders a subject of increasing solidtude. His 
temper was soured; his judgment seemed to be im- 
paired. The growing popularity of the king, and the 
rapid difFuaion of the doctrine of non- resist an ca filled his 
mind with terrors, and led him to the approval. of pro- 
jects the most fanciful and dangerous. Under the con- 
viction that bo was marked out to be made- the first 
victim to [be ascendency of the court, be looked on 
nothing a* impracticable which offered a chance of 
shielding him fjom the royal ven°;eanc« ; and with this 
view ha was constantly employed in forming plans of 
insuTrrBction with his subordinate agents, men of despe- 
rate fortunes, and equally desperate counsels. They 
viere Walcot, formerly an olilcer in the Irish army under 
Cromwell, and afterwards engaged in several conspira- 
cies ; Riimsey, a military adventurer, who bad dislin- 
guisbed himself in the war of Porliigal ;' Feiguson, an 
independent minister from Scotland, animated ivitb the 
most hitler hatred of the royal brothers ; and West, a 
practitioner in the law, and a diligent collector and dis- 
tributor of reports in the coffee-houses. These, having 
formed connexions with men of similar habits and prin- 
ciples, persuaded him that they couM raise tlie city at his 
nod; but the other leaders entertained a more coiTect 
notion of bis resources, and apprehensive that a prema- 
ture rising might plunge the whole party into destruc- 
tion, shunned his company, and objected to, his pro- 
posals. Tlie renewal of the contest for the appointment 
of Ihe sheriffs, the perseverance, and finally the victory, 
of the king augmented his alarms. He believed that 

• JsniearMaDiiiiciVi. ^7. Micnhennn. 1116. Bul<t[o<k, 319. Lard 
GiDV.ConrB,l(l.ll.lS; W.-al>ei™inaliouiii Spt.il.SS. SumcrV TtMU, 

tiiU40i. D.irjmpi^-, m™.l;3. 
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hia life would be in jeopardy the moment that tlie no- 
mination of jurors fell into the hands of officers devoled 
to the crown. Once he thought of seeking a reconcilia- 
tion with the duke of York : but the overture was made 
in language so ambiguous, that James reluriied litis 
cautious answer, " Though lord Shaliesbuvy has been 
" the must bitter of my enemies, all his ofTeiices will be 
" forgotten, whenever he becomes a dutiful subject to 
" his majesty." The earl did not pursue the aiiempt. 
Leaving his own house, he concealed himself in ditfer- 
ent parts of the city, and by repeated messages urged 
the duKe of Monmouth, the earl of E^sex, and iheir 
friends to rise in arms. But disappointment follawed 
disappointment: his feats of discovery increused: ho 
repaired, in the disguise of a presbyterian minister, to 
liarwich, whence, after some lime, he sailed tii the coast 
of Holland. Amsterdam received the fugitive ; where Dec 
he was afterwards visited by Oatos and Walluc; but 
anxiety and vexation had impaired his healih ; tiio guut ]gs3^ 
fixed itself in his stomach; and he expired about twoJan,' 
months after his departure from Enuland *. 21. 

4. Undor the Whig sbeiilTs the Whigs triumphed in 
the courts of ju--tice. Their adheienis were invariably 
acquitted ; and the only elianee of safety for thoir oppo- 
nents lay in the change of the venue to an iiidilTeierit 
county, the grant of which by the judges was constantly 
followed liy the abandonment of the action on the part 
of the prpsecutor. But now the Tories were lords of the 
ascendant, and the Whigs in their turn learned to<juail 
before the juries summoned by Tory sheriffs. Pilking- 
ton had scarcely laid down his office when an action of 
tcundalam magtiaium was brought against him bj' the 
duke uf York, for having; said, on occasion of a dinner 
givsn to that prince by the artillery company, " I'lie 
" duke has burnt the city, and has now come to cut our 
" throats." The cause was tried before a special jury of 

• JaraaiCM™'nra).i.?3«- Biimel, t;. 339, 340. Lord HQwatii". In- 

.S6.L3B).'wHaa]ui 'hi> death on tlia Slth at Jnu^aty. llautnluli Utdl- 
liiu, m 19t. 
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"^■tlie cou ty f H f 1 h led damages to Iho 

_" . flOO m Tb t h 1 b L was most alwcLoiis 

.will be gn td li t tl p n 1 C was severe hsyond 
ruasoH, a d q 1 t t ni iient fur life at the 

pleiisure f Ih p se t In iiko manner air Pa- 

tience W I n ted f p Jury, and the late 

sheriff, Pll jt' n anl Shule Bethel and Cornish, 
with Ford 1 d G n I nl tbers, of a riot and 

assault on the lord mayor at the last election t. 

But that which excited thb most intense interest was 
the arijument on the qtfo warranto acpinst the city of 
London, hefore sir Edmund t>ii.nders, the chief, and the 
other judi;es of the King's Bench. Sawyer, tbe attor- 
ney-general, rested his case on two facts; that the city 
had imposed an arbitrary la.x on merchandize hrouglit 
to public market, and had circulated a printed petition 
chai^ng the kin;; " with having interrupted by the pro- 
" rogation of parliament the making of provisions necea- 
*' sarv for the preservation of himself and his protestaiit 
" subjects." The first of these, he contended, was con- 
trary to law, the second a libel on the sovereign ; whence 
it followed that, since the city had abused its franchises, 
it liad forfeited them into tlie hands of the authority 
from which they originally emanated. His opponents 
argued, that the rates were reasonable, and as such 
authorized by custom and different charters ; tbat the 
publication of the petition, a thing lawful in itself, had 
been oi'dered, not to raise a clamour against tlie king, 
but to appease the agitated minds of the citizens; and 
that if, in either of these acts, any offence had been com- 
mitteil, it should be visited on Iho offenders themselves, 
and not on the innocent body of freemen, amounting to 
fifty thousand individuals. 

After a long delay, in the hope that the city would 
avert the infliction of punishment by an offer of sub- 
June mission, the attorney -general demanded, and tlie court 
*"• pronounced, judgment, " that the franchise and liberty 

• Set Ihs .iltBBt Uma Narciis.is Lutlt,^!!, Stiilr Tii«l., viU 823. 325 
t SulsT.i-kli;. 187-351. 
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" otlhe city of London sliould be taken tind seized into 
" tlie king's liands"." To leave, however, an opeiiin){ 
for repentance, no enliy nas made; and the rommon 
council presented a petition to tha king, exptessive of 
their deep sorrow and contriiion for the acts wliicli bad lima 
drawn upon the city ihe royal displeasure, and begsring '*• 
bis majesty to grant them his pardon, and extend to 
them his compassion. The answer returned by North, 
who, on the deatVi of the lord cbannellov, had been ap- 
pointed lord keeper, openly acknowledged the real 
grounds of the proceedinfj. The king, he said, bad 
patiently borne the seditious meetings in the coiiee- 
hou3e3, the publication of libels, the riota in the streets, 
and the insults ofTered to the courts of justice. He 
never ttionght of questionin|T their charter till the 
government both of church and atafe was brought into 
danger by a factious party, who, to secure their oivn im- 
punity, had by violence usurped !he election of Ibe ma- 
gistrates. It was to put an end to these evils, and not 
to punish the city, that he had proceeded by a quo war- 
rantu; and even now that judgment had been pro- 
nounced, he sought not lo deprive it of its former fran- 
chises, but merely as u measure of prevention, to obtain 
a veto on the appointment of the lord mayor, sheriffs, 
rei'order, common-sergeant, town-clerk, coroner of Lon- 
don, and steward of Southwark. Let them arrange this 
witl) the law-ollicers of the crown, and all their liberties 
should be again confirmed. The common council 20. 
assented to the condition : hut difflcullies occurred, 
delays were created, nnd at last the judgment was 
entered. The king immediately empowered the late q i 
lord mayor to continue in office, appointed a new court of 4. 

•IbM. ISeiiBmleitiriiclfriraiLufta-irBMS. IfwBnijyl»U,ieIIn«liE8, 
KmiKt. Hdd llieir tuDoiiew, lliB Jiiilnnirol was jitBii tiy Iwu jiirtiiHi op:y, 

tmry. Sjimlen. I'liltisd, vtiA not in cfjiirr— be vai cuDaiird in Ills lied by 
R BlnikB of AmT^iiiy— iHit 1m) hiid jirednDilT rEtsu hia iminbm. nad lilt 
IhKobnnhri'ii.Jcnin, ItiyoToad. nwl WithMii, In .lellTeriug jiidvmanE, 
uvilad Ihnl tli« mat «ai to khric bainrlailgB Ilia Dpiniiui at Qia ohlrf 
joliln. SwBulBTTialBiudLutlnll.iapra. 
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alilerraen, from whioh eight of Ihe foimer aldermen 
ware excluiied, and granted commi>:Sions to llio sheriffs 
anil olhei officers ul ihp defunct loi'puiation lo exiituie 
their res;'e(-tii*e dutiea in the usual mahi ei Ihecun- 
Bcqueiice nos that the income of the cit\, ila form of 
government, and the ad minM ration of jiiMue veie pie- 
Berted: the change wiiii.h took, pUce aReited not the 
duties of otlice, but tbe clioice and chaiacter of the 
magistrates; hitherto the} had {reaeiallj been the 
opponents, now they were selected from the advocates, of 
the court*. 

5. About this time ocimrred a most important dis- 
coverj', which t^ave to the king the undisputed supeiionty 
over his opponents during the lemamiiei of hi3 reign 
The sudden tttght and subsequent de^ih of lordShalies 
bury had mails llltle alteiDtion in the couniiU ot his 
friends or dependents. Wulcot and Ferguson velumeil 
lo Londun : the agitation caused by the discussion of 
the qan warrimlf) reanimated their hopes ; frequent con- 
sultations were held, and measures were proposed by 
the more violent, not only for an insurrection in the city, 
but aUo for the assassination of the royal brothers at , 
Whitehall, or in the theatre, or at a farm belonging to 
one of the conspirators, called the Rye-houJse, and 
situate in a lonely spot near Uoddesdon, on the load by 
which the king usually returned from Newmarket io 
London. By meun^ of lord Howard of Escrick an in- 
direct communication bad all along been maintained 
between these men, and the more discontented among 
the Whig leaderH, the duke of Monmouth, the earl of 
J^ssex, the lord Grey, lord William Russell, Algernon 
Sidney, and Mr. Hampden, who, though they refused 
to liear any meritioii of assassination, were willing to em- 
ploy tlie services of tliose among whom the noiioii origi- 
nated. To these the higher classes o I' conspirators, a si- 
multaneous rising in the city, in several counties, and in 
Stiotland, appeared the most likely plan to gain the supe- 
•SlataTmli, i«73-1383. NdfIIi, 633. Ecliud, 1036. 
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riorily, and extdvt tlie royal assent to their proposals ; ond 
for (his purpose liiey renewed the negotiaiioii with Iha 
"exiled oarl of Argyle, wliicli had heenljegun by (he earl 
of Shaftesbury. Of Shaftesbury Argyle had demanded 
3(I,00U^ tovanls the attempt; ha now reduced bis de- 
mand to tj,000/,, on the receipt oFwIiioU he would send 
aring and ammunition from Holland, and proceeding to 
Scotland, would place himself at ibe head of his friends. 
There is reason to believe that the proposal was accBpled: 
the intellijience received by the government stated that 
the lords Grey and Russell undertook to raise the 
money; and, if credit can be given to Grey, a ronsider' 
able portion of it wasaclually furnished by the latler. 

It chanced, however, that on the 1st of June a Scots- j„na 
man was arrested Bit Newcastle, the hearer of an enig- 1. 
maljcal letter, calculated to a'waken suspicion ; and that 12, 
on the ]9th, the day on wbich judj^tuent was pronounced 
against the city, Joeieh Keeling, one oC the inferior con- 
spirators, ofCered to reveal the plans and proceedings of 
his associates to Legj^e I itelt creited lord Dartmouth, 
and a member of the privy council Hmts of tt e dis 
covery of a plot nere jmmedialelv v,] ispered through 
theciiy: the guilty diwppoinled of the meinsof escape 
by the river, absc nded and a proelam-vtion appeired jg 
offering a reward of Will for the apprehension ot each 
out of nine persons therein mentioned who all belonged 
to the class of infer or coiispiratois The tame (lav 33 
West, and the next Ramsey surrendered but the kniK 24 
rcfuKed thera a pardon, because he would not as had 
been done in the investig it on of the popi li plot pur 
chase (he testimony of informers It made hone\ei, 
but little difference The veiy uncertainty as to their 
fale, in which the prisoners weie left, prompted tiiem to 
deserve mercy by (he importaice ot then disclosmes 
and Rumsey gave m suciessaiely flie Weit not fewer 
than fourteen, informations Shepherd came ue\t he 2^ 
heirayed the meeting of the Whig leadeis at his house 26 
Russell, Sydney, and Wildman were airested rnd com ^ 
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milted to iJni Tower; anfl a Kepotid prodaniaUoii was 
pulilislieii will) the -tt'er uf a re.iari of 50Ui. for the 
B]>{ii'ebe[iKion uf the duke of hfuiimoulh, ur Ford, lord 
Grey, or ill- Thumaa Armalroiig, or Robert Ftrguson. 
July Alt lour hud tbe guoil fortune to escape; but luld 
8. Howard of Esciick and tlie earl of Esses were taken 

1"- ami confined ill the Tower". 

These proclaiiiatiuns and arrests furnished a new 
stimulns to the loyalty of the Tories, who hastened with 
addresses of congratulation to the foot of the throne. 
At the same lime the crown lawyers proceeded with 

lo univonleil celerity. In a few days Hone, Walcot, aiid 
Rouse, three of the minor conspirators, were tried, and 
convicted on the evidence of their associates : nor did 
they so much deny their guilt, as complain of their hard 
fortune in being betrayed by the very men who had 

ig drawn them into the comtnission of the offence. The 
trial oftord William Russoll excited more general in- 
terest, as it promised a solution, of tlie Important ques- 
tion, wheliier the Whig leaders were Implicated or not 
in the plans of the minor conspirators. The witnesses 
against him were Rumsey, Shepherd, and lord Howard. 
Rumsey deposed that the prisoner had attended a con- 
sultation at the house of Shepherd, of which the object 
was to determine ihe possibility of surprising the king's 
guards at the Savoy and the Mews ; and Shepherd, that 
lord Russell was certainly present at a meeting in his 
house of the persons named by Rumsey. When lord 
Howard was called, a mmonr ran through the court, that 
lord Essex had that very morning committe.-l suicide in 
thoToweft-. By the judges, the jury, the spectators, the 

■ Eh Lanl Grey'i ConO-uloo, and Ihe numennB dcjiDsitiDiu iu fEiinit'i 
UHoryDtlhr Ryu bouis pluL 

,+ l^ijnl S^flvKWnBDr n mulnDchitlv tamppnim^nT, nnd AiapOfiird \a toa- 
pany (o dpli-D?l tlia pToeticB oT Hftf-munLdr. On bla arpn-fafD'^loD be 

DM h<w 'o mirsM blmaJir. Hi> II«mi«'u >ui»XFd«l ill Oiilni?ni''hil 
cplrlis: b.il Kli<m Im mw ima< ilie wbiHow ..S hit Mil Iuk) Kii»-1I 
Ifld to trUI, hfl telapaeit lulu th? aiiniv ttnU iif de^rpssioq, unit Imltfii 
thtf dnor of IlU tflujh^: En ivhlolL lao nms scon nQsrw^ini' -ti'uiid inib 
bia huod luurty lepariUed nom Ihtf body. It wu mppiHed thu bn bad 
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fact WHS taken as a proof of the guilt of that unfortimale 
no))!emati ; and' with such impression on the mind it 
woji difficult not to form ths same conclusion as to his 
intimate fiietid and associate, tbe prisoner at the bar. 
As soon as the shock had subsided, Howawl gave his 
evidente in an aitfu! narrative, which, while it detailed 
at length the plans and proceedings of Shafiesbury and 
his immediate accomplires, touched but sparingl)' and 
tenderly on the conduct of lord William Russell, That 
the disclosure was wrung from him by the hope, per- 
haps the secret promise, of pardon, cannot be doulited ; 
that he deserved all the obloquy which it has entailed 
on his character may likewise be true; but there exists 
o pretence for charging him with false testimony. 
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save their own lives by bringing his into danger ; and he 
proved that lord Howard liad on aomu occiislons denied 
tlie existence of nny plot, and on anotlier had asserted 
the innocence of lord William Russell upon oath. Al 
the request of tha jury lord Howard was re-exauiiiied. 
Ha replied that he had done nothing whicli any other 
man in iiia situation would not have dooo. Ait long as 
hfe was at liberty, it was plainly his interest to ridiculo 
tlie plot as forgery ; and when tiie design of assasainaiing 
the king Mas mentioned in liis piesence, he hesitated 
not to assert with on oath what he eotild assert with 
truth, that lord Russell was innocent of any such 
ode nee. 

The chief aigument ^Ueged by the prisoner was 
drawii from the slat ite of the 25th of EdM'ard III. That 
statute pronounced the act of leviing of war, not the 
intention of levyinjf war, to be treason. By confinint; 
the guilt of treason to the act, it removed it from the in- 
tention. Now BU|iposing all the evidence again.tt him 
to be true, it might prove his intention ; but not one of 
tha witnesses asserted that he had pi'oceeded to any open 
act. The same reply was made which would be made to 
tbe same arguments at tbe present day : that it was the 
doctrine of the courts of law, that actually to levy war 
against tbe king amounts in alt coses to Ihe guilt 
of treason ; 'and that to conspire to levy war is 
also treason, when the object of such conspiracy is to 
destroy, or depose, or restrain and contra! the hing ; and 
that, whether such was or was not the object of the con- 
sultations at which lord Russell attended, was a question 
for tbe determination of the jury. The jury returned a 
verdict of guilty '. 
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It we may crfedit leport, a strong appeal was made io 
the iniiigence of Charles in lavour of the mifnrtunate 
prisoner. The duclie»s of Portsmouth received a hint 
that a large sum, AO.UQnf., perhaps ino,(IO(l^., would be 
give in return lor a pardon. But the king treated ihe 
proposal as an insult. " I will not," he hastily replied, 
" sell my own and my suhjects' blood at so cheap a, 
rale*." Ij)rd Russell himself was drawn, bytheeatiiost 
' ;s of his wiie, to petition the king, and to solicit 
if the duke of York. To the former he 
must sobmnly maintained that he never cherished a 
thought against his life or against the government. At 
the same time he confessed with humility and sorrow, 
that he had been present through ignorance and inad- 
vertence atmeetitigs which were unlawful in themselves, 
and provoking to his sovereign ; and he therefore de- 
clared himself ready to spend the remainder ufhis days 
wherever the king might appoint, and promised never 
more to interfere in political matters without bis ma- 
jesty's uoramand'f. I^rd Russett indulged no hope of 
success from this petition. It oould nut be ex|iected 
that Charles ^liould extend to one wlioni he thought 
guilty of treason that mercy, which the same individual 
and his associates had by intimidation prevented him 
from estending to bo many victims whom he believed 
to be innocent. It cost the unfortunate prisoner still Ju'r 
more lo solicit the favour of the duke of York, whom for *^' 
several years he had pursued with the most bitter and 
unrelenting hc^tility. It was to the influence of lord 
Russell's authority, as much as to the contrivance of 
Shaftesbury, that the duke owed his banishment from 
the council and the country : lord Russell had moved 

•LotlKll, loBtaHTtlali 
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anil supported in successive pavliaments (he bill of bs- 
clusion, and it was in raality to depi'ive him of the sur- 
ceesiun. nnd perhaps of life, that he had engaged in 
those intrigues for which he hod been eondeniJiBd. In 
his letter to that prince lie madu no attempt to disguise 
the part which he had taken, but declai-ed that liis con- 
duct did not arise from any personal aniihosity, or evil 
design : he had acted with sincerity, and under the per- 
suasion that the bill of exclusion was the most eligible 
way of preserving the religion established by law : now, 
however, he was ready to eiigafje " never any mote to 
" meddle in (he least opposition to his royal highness ;" 
and he promised that the iuterfeience of the duke on his 
hehair, as it was a favour beyond what hu could expect, 
should make on him the daepest impression, and lay 
him under the most lasting obligation*. Both princes 
were inexorable. James, indeed, consented to bear 
what his friends could urge in his favour; but Ciiailes 
listened to their prayers with impatience; and when 
lord Dartmouth represented to him the inHuence of the 
Russell family, whom it was better policy to conciliate 
than offend, and his personal obligalions to the earl of 
Southampton, whose daughter lord Russellhad mairied, 
he briefly replied, " All that is true; but it is as true, 
that if I do not fake his life, be will soon have mine/' 
It wa«, indeed, ihougtit that Charles might have relented, 
if lord Russell could have been induced to admit the 
doc:1rine of passive obedience: but the arguments end 
entreaties of Burnet and of Tiilotson were equally fruit- 
less ; he persisted in his former opinion of the lawful- 
ness of resistance to the encroachments of authority ; 
and, as he was known to hold that existing ciraumslances 
called foe such resistance, Charles might thence infer 
that the pardon of the prisoner was irreconcilable with 
the safety of his own person +. But though he refused 
to grant the petition of the prisoner, he gave him to 
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understand that no advantafie should be taken of his 
forfeifinc; to ihe prejudice of his wife oi' ciiildren*. 

Lo^d Russell met bis fatu wilh resignation and forti- 
tude. It was not that he felt no pang at ihe thought of 
being separated from all that he valued in life— fur, 
when he spoke of his wife, a tear would occasionally 
steal from his eye, and betray the emotion which he 
strove to conceal — but he sought and founil consolation 
in the assurance of the divine mercy, and iu the persua- 
sion that Liis conduct had been justified hy the principles 
vhich he conscientiously approved. He si 
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Irvrcd In penon. '' Hy «iid/' he Kaid, " a ro cimvlBCF your liodthlp Ehat 
cm H» Iu a veiy grentuid ilauKeruni mlBiake; anil, bebig ■%o cod- 
iiiced.UuLtwlLlDlilwlVTO vABHBiuofiunuTdnefli will npiwor uf a mnch 
iwfi hidnouauaiure, fli btlnlhitiit and coll Raayfty inmiunlur and 
inp repenlnocB, ... I am lolh Id ^va yuu lordaI^i> uuy dlsqiilet In 
tivdUirauyDUaTaln . - . hut bjo miiah more ouocniiair tfaal ; on do 
...I I....... till, vniT\d )□ a dahiaiou Eiud lkl«a paw-fl, Iu the hiDdtaJics of 

A liepidDeu." Uli argnmeuli anJnit laid Knasali's ouinlou 
DUiiallaa lellglini doth plainly^ Snbid (lia icilalnnce uf aii- 
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tloned lord Howard, but with scorn, pronounetng liimseif, 
even with sentence of death suspended over his bead, 
more happy than the man who, lo [lurehase life, had de- 
scended to ihe disgrace of betraying hia associates. In 
conversation he was calm, and frequently cheerful ; of 
lady Russell, her noble qualities, afid her exertions for 
liis life, he spoke in terms of tenderness and gratitude; 
July and, when he had parted fur tlielast time from ihatadmir- 

20. al)le woman, who had the fortitude to control her own 

feelings that she might nut add to Ihe poignancy of hiii, 

turning to Burnet, he exclaimed, " Now the hitternoss of 

July death is passed." The next morning, attended by Til- 

*'■ lolson and Burnet, he was conveyed in his own carriage 
to Lincoln's Inn-fields, the place appointed for the exe- 
cution. The crowd was immense, and a strong military 
force had been called out in aid of the civil authorities. 
Lord RusscH said little on the scaffold, but delivered a. 
written speech to the sheriffs. He exhibited no symp- 
tom of perturbation, and after the exainj'le of lord Staf- 
ford, refused to give any sign to the executioner, who, 
having deliberately taken his aim, at two strokes severed 
the head from the body *. 

By the industry of lady Russell her husband's written 
speech was already printed, and circulated through the 
capita!. It was the result of much consideration, and 
had been submitted to the inspection of Burnet. In it 
lord Russeit stated that he died a prolestant, and in the . 
communion of the churah of England, " though he could 
" never rise up to all the heights of many people ;'' that 
in the prosecution of the popish plot he had acted on the 
conviction of its reality, which conviction he still re- 
tained, and that he knew nothing of any practices lo 
suborn and instruct Ibe witnesses ; that he had taken an 
active pai't in favour of the bill of exclusion, because he 

• Slots TcioK 603. lOID. "II t^moleni tiP9wi>nF<]«fermr>tS en mon- 
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thought that measure necessary to tree the nation from 
the pollution of popery, and to securB tlie king's life 
from ,il)e danger to which it was exposed through the 
expectntiou of » popish successor ; that, in the raeetina; 
at Mr, Shepherd's, there was. some distourse of surpris- 
ing the {guards, but without any engagement to mitke 
the aliempt, and that many things wei-e said with more 
heat than judi^nient, which, thou^'h lie disupptoved in 
his mind, he did not sutBciently discoiinlenance in words; 
and that this was not an actual levyin<; of war a^^uinxt 
the king, which alone is dectai'ed treason hy the statute 
of Ednsrd 111., wbenci: it followed that he nas iniict- 
cent of the crime lor which he stood condemned. He 
concluded in the following: words, " And now, to sum all 
" up, as I hud not any design against the king's life, 
" or the life of any man whatsoever, so 1 never was in 
"any contrivance of altering the government. What 
" the heats, passions, and vanities of other men have 
"occasioned, I ought not to he responsiliio for, nor 
'■ could I help them, though now I suffer for them. 
" But the will of tha Lord he done, into whose hands I 
" commend my spirit*." 

This paper was calculated to create a strong persua- 
sion of his innocence ; but on a close esaminati'.n it will 
be found to savour more of the cunninj; of Burnet, than 
of the ingenuity of lord Russellt. From the crimes 
which it denies, posterity-has long ago absolved the un- 
fortunate victim. He was too honourable a man to dip 
his hands in the blood of the king, or to seek the life of 
any other individual unless by the course of laiv ; and 
his piedileetions in favour of monarchy forbade him to 
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aim at the euln-ersion of that eonetitutlon under which 
his family enjojeil such rank aud intiuence. But there 
were otlier charges agaiust him. Was he not a paity to 
tliedesigii of compelling: the king by force to banish and 
disinherit the presumptive heir to (lie crown? Had he 
not attended meetnigs of which this "as the only leil 
object * Did he not concur in tl e deiign of laiiing an 
insurrection in Scotland to eo operate with anolher in 
England for the same purpose' On these questions, 
which hardly idmit of doubt* he is studioualj silent, 
probably because he coul! neither denj them uilh any 
regaid to truth nor admit them without dinger to ins 
assoi-iates That he justified such attempts to his oivn 
cunscience can lot be questioned they were consonant 
to (he principles nhich lie mainiained. and which in a 
few jears led to the revolution of 16S8. But when he 
embarked in them be mu>:t hate been aware that he 
staked hia hfe on the rp>iult Never was any govern- 
ment hoMOver hheral knonn to admit in practice that 
insuirection against itself ought to be sulfereii with ira- 

The 21st of Julv s a diy memorable in our annals. 
On it perished lord Williim llussoU, a martyr to the 
doctrine of the laivfulness of resistance, and on the same 
day the university olOxford published its celebrated de- 
cree in support of passive obedience. " To the honour of 
" the Holy and Undivided Trinity, the preservation of 
" catholic truth in the church, and that the kiufj's ma- 
" jesty might be secured both from the attempts of open 
" bloody enemies, and the machinations of treacherous 
" heretics and schismatics,", that learned and orlhodox 
body consigned to everlasting reprobation the foUowini; 
doctrines ; that civil authority is originally derived from 
the people ; that there exists any compact, tacit or ex- 
press, between the prince and hia subjects, from the ob- 
ligation of which, if one party resile, the other is of course 
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discharged ; and tliat, if the sovereign govern not, as by 
tliE law of God and man lie ia bound to govei'n, he for- 
feits the right which he previuualy had lo Ibo govern- 
ment. In addition tbey enjoineii " that all and singiilac 
" the renders, tutors, and catechists sliould diligently in- 
" stfucl and gr6uiid their seholacs in thiit most necessary 
" doctrine, which in a manner is the badge and character 
'' of the church of England, of submitting to every or- 
*' dinanc« of man for t-lie Lord's soke, teaching that Ibis 
" submission and obedience is to be clear, absolute, and 
"without exception of any state or order of men*," 
Five years did not elapse before the framers of this de- 
cree were lied p to p t se tl d I t h t 
taught. Ih > 1 It ts 1 b Ig nd 
" chai'Bct f I h h f fc. 1 d tl 
away ; and th y m d p se f lit 
the invad h ght d p h re 
reign of h 

Provioi Ij t tl d B t 1 h t f Al 

Sydney, a I f j t ppo I d C 

Jeffreys, ffm mmyD gl k f 

Sanders, Ipedssolhlb co ddly 

Sunderland to the king , hut Chailes evpresHed a doubt 
whether his knowledge were equal lo so elevated an 
ofSce, and some reluctance to place a sergeant over the 



m prnpoaldoii 



. SellumlDis UlLtoa. Guml 
ilhDvltTwIUi dw othrrHco 






by(«rUn ffciiTriLnipat HB tlw ic«^te ut ObrUt^i ktnpltjvi, (hja Tiaknl kiltie 
uidiytnuticHDEtit ^bepiit tq^^Bth, Ihnt it h lAwrul fur h iirlTiiiu amn, 
hnviiiK a rail Iram Hod, lo kill * tynut. Bnd ibsi Ctuiln I , huUui nncts 

"mam (u the obi'Biina rolliriaiii hjhL dHUiieuva of mil gmt-iniDt-ut in 
" chuich and atUe," and aidviEd llw builu conniidMt tbrm la hr bonit. 
WUklDi, am. U. 61D. Buinen' TricU, Tlii. 4S0. ^i. titnw Tncu, 11. ISS. 
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heads of the other judges*. By wliat argumenls the 
objections of the monarch were removed, is unknown : 
1^ 'but three months after the dealh of Sanders, Jeffreys 
took hia seat as chief on the hench. DurinR hia pi'ae- 
lice at ihe bar he had proved himself a shrewd and in- 
telligent lawyer, able tJj discern at the Itrst glance the 
real merits of a cause, and possessing a greater pnrtinn 
of legal learninj^ than could have been expected from a 
man habitually devoted to the pleasures of the table. 
But other qualities are supposed to have intliienced the 
choice of the government. Jeffreys was servile lo men 
in power ; he hated the Whigs, who had deprived ivpi of 
the recnrdership of London ; his arrogance and violence 
would enable him to bear down all opposition in his 
court ; and public opinion, the best and most elfective 
check on the passions of those who administer the !aws, 
was held by him in sovereign contempt. 
^of- At the tr^al of Sydney the eyes of the spectators 
watched alternately the conduct of the judge and of the 
prisoner, who sloo 1 before tliem as the two champions of 
the opposite parties. On the one hand, the -cool judg- 
ment, the undaunted spirit, and the eloquent defence of 
Sydney excited admiration ; on the other Jeffreys showed 
thai he was able to conti'ol the impetuosity of his tem- 
per, adopting a courtesy of language, and a tone of im- 
partiality, which no man woald have anticipated from 
bis previous characlert. The principal witness was 
lord Howard, who repeated bis former testimony, and 
declared that Sydney was a member of the council of 
sis : that he hart attended one meeting at the house of 
Hampden, and anolhor at that of lord Russell ; and that 
he had underlukeu to send Aaron Smith to Scotland, 
lo confer with the cliscontented in reforence to an in- 
surrection in that kingdom, and to prevail on some of 

+ Syduey In Uit opili^y ISlMr Trlol!, ix. 8i!3.) iMmtllnins ih« the 
diirr Jnmiin wuiild uol alliw hl> eiHi'lliHii Id Ilia jnmri. Vet ihe nnq. 
imlooiiMlinllMiiuinBsof Bighiy.iilDHpe™iiiia(p.8W),orBhom IIHy-ttTB 
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them to come fo London under pretenoo of proreeding to 
CurolinEi. The prisoner ronteudeil with considerable 
force, iliat the evidence of Howard deserved no credit. 
He was a prisoner lying under tlie some charge ; he 
sought to eicn his own pavdon by establishing the ^'uilt 
of Qlliers; and he Imd sideninly asserted, occasionally 
with the sanction of an oath, as was proved by ten irre- 
proachalile witnesses, that the whole story of the con- 
spiracy was a mere Action. To (his tlie crown lawyers 
replied that, if the testimony of accomplices were to be 
rejected, few conspiracies would ever be proved; tliat 
tlie denials of lord Howard were made when he was at 
large, and when it was hisin:erest to create a disbelief 
of tlie plot ; and that the earnestness witli which he 
iabouied to produce this effect could have sprung from 
no oliier source than hia. own couseiousneas of giiilt. 
The jury believed him, nor has time brought anything 
to light which can throw discredit on his testimony. 
Though Kusseli, Sjdney, and Hampden attempted to 
show that in some particulars it was improWble, not 
one of them, either at his trial or after judgment, ven- 
tured to pronounce it substantially false ; and Hampden 
subsequently to the revolution boasted before the com- 
mittee of the house of lorils that, "the coming itiio 
" England of king William was nothing else but the 
" cuntinuntion of the council of sis*." 

To corrobomle the testimony of lord Howar<l, the at- 
torney-general proved by several witnesses, that the per- 
sons mentioned by him actually arrived in London from 
Scotland, and f^ave out as the cause of ihcir arrival the 
pretence suggested at the meeting. He then pMceeded 
from parole to written evidence, exhibiting, "as another 

•s™ lii» naminotion, L. Joiirn, niv. 378. Bnni«.lniloH,lnlii.iMir- 
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" overt act of treason," a manuscript apparently in the 
hBii<t-wi'iting of the prisoner, calculated to excite the 
people to Bedilion. By Sydney it was argued, that the 
identity of hands ous^ht not in criminal cases to he in- 
ferred from, cunjectural evidence ; that the manuiscript, 
a refutalion of Filmers work upon government, being 
composed many years ago, could have no relation lo a 
conspiracy supposed to be set on foot in the preceding 
monlh of January ; that a private writing was not an 
overt act within the meaning of the statute ; and that 
to uvery overt act the testimony of two witnesses was re- 
quired by law. His adversaries replied, that ftom the 
comparison of the manuscript with the admitted letters 
of Sydney neither court nor jury could entertain a douht 
of the writer J that though the body of the wovk hail been 
written some years befoi-e, the corrections in it appeared 
from the colour of the ink to have been recently madej 
that these corrections, Combined with its position on 
Sydney's desk at the moment of his arrest, showed that 
he intended to make use of it at that very time ; that 
the crime laid to the charge of the prisoner was not ac- 
tual insurrection, but a design to take away the king's 
life, of which design a seditious writing might be con- 
sidered a sufficient proof; and that it had already been 
decided in (he case of lord Stafford that two witnesses 
were required, not to each act of treason, but only to the 
treasonable intention from which those acta pruceeded. 

The chief justice in his ehai^ to the jury summed up 
the evidence in a tone of candour and moderation, not 
often heard in those ages ii'om that bench. But whea 
he ramo to expound the law, he laid down doctrines from 
which the common sense of mankind will instinctively 
revolt. Lord Howard, be said, had proved the trai- 
torous design with which Sydney had sent for certain 
indiriduaU from Scotland; othere had proved that these 
Very individuals had arrived in town : here then were 
the two witnesses required by the statute ; for all the 
Judges had solemnly resolved befoi'e the king in council 
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that, lo comply with that statute, nothing more was ne- 
cessajy tliaii to prove by one witness on aot of treason, 
and by another some circumstance cO[itiibuting to the 
completion of that act. But, supposing this proof not 
sufficient, there'was the manuscript found on Sydney's 
desk, a document equal in value to the testimony of two- 
and-twenty witnesses. It was indeed true that it re- 
mained still in the possession of the prisoner, that there 
was no evidence of his interition lo puhlish it, that it hore 
not any necessary retali£>n to the intended insurrection ; 
yet in law mribere was agere, and the writing of a trea- 
Bonable, though private, paper amounted to an overt act 
of treason. The other judges signiDed their concurrence 
in this opinion, and the jury, subdued by their authority, 
returneil, alter a deliberation of half an liour, a verdict 
of guilty ". 

When Sydney was brought up to receive judgnient 
he repeated, hut in vain, the arguments which he had 
urged during the trial ; and the moment sentence was 
pronounced by Treby, the recorder, he burst into the fol- 
low ing exclamation : "Then, OGod I O Godl I beseech 
" thee to sanctify my sufferings, and impute not my 
" blood to tile country or the city : let no inquisitbn be 
"made for it: but if any, and ibe shedding ofblooil, that 
" is innocent, must be reveni^ed, let the weight of it 
" fall only oil those that maliciously persecute me for 
" righteousness' sake." This passionate apostrophe, 
which was probably prepared for the occasion, ruffled the 
composure of the chief justice, who rose and said, " I 
" pray God to work in you a temper fit to go unto the 
"Other world, for I see you Br& not fit for this." " My 
" Lord," replied Sydney, stretching out bis arm, " feel 
" mv pulse, and see if I am disordered. I bless God, I 
" never was in better temper Ihan 1 am nowt." 

The conviction of Sydney was fbllowed by the pardon 
of Monmouth, a benefit for which that nubieman was 

• Steto Tri»Li, U, 818-8!a t IWd. 896-903. 
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indebled to the poliny, rathor than tlie friendship, of the 
marquess of Hahfax, who, that be might slrengthen 
himself against the influence of the djibe of York in ihe 
cubinet, sought to set up an opposite interest by vecon- 

Oct. cilius; Monmouth with ihe king. Having sounded the 
** royal inclination, he communlrated with Monmouth in 
his veireat. assured him of his fallier's atTection, and pre- 
vailed on him to address to tlie monarch a penitent and 
supplii^atory letter. In it the duke tioUciled pardon both 
of the kiu^ and of h's ncle and by li g 1 ' p o- 
testations of innocence to he c a g an 
M- inuMer, tacitly ackn lednOd h s p pa n n h 
design of exciting n u e on He p m d 

his future life sho Id be sp n n p ce 

of his i-epentance a 1 be ;ed to b a< m d h 

presence of his fa lie u e h d d he 

" that to say to you, sir, that mil for I 

" you quiet in your kingdom, and the duk a 
" whoxa I intend to serve to the u te f my 

8S. " power *." Charles immediately d h m 

Monmouth in secret at the house of n J> h 

citj ; receiving him, indeed, with an p 

but the displeasure of a parent whose k 
of his child. He reproved the duke 
sels whi'^h must lead to his ruin; spoke with severity of 
the character of his associates, and left him with some 
gracious expressions, but still in uncertainty as to the 

Hot. result. Anulher private interview and several messages 
* followed. Charles assured him of pardon, but insisted 
that he should previously submit without resen-e to the 
g, royal pleasure. It required all the address of Halifax to 
bend the reluctant mind of Monmouth t« litis condition. 
He represented it as necessary to conceal the intrigue, 
from the duke of York; he promised that it should lead 
to nothing humiliating or diTshonoiirable, and he dictated 
a second letter, which Monmouth with some difficulty 
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c:iii^ented to iranscribe*. In this, after several pro- Nov. 
testations oC legret fur his past offences, he was made (o '■'■ 
throw himself " at the feet of the king to be disposed of 
" BS he should direct for the remainder of his life," to 
beg that he might be spared the ignominy of a prison 
and a trial, and to request advice how he wight best im- 
plore the forgiveness of the duke of York, " which he 
" would do, not as an outward form, but with all the 
•■ sincerity in the world +," With tliis letter in his band 22. 
Charles ventured to break the matter Ui bis brother, who 
declared himself perfectly satisfied ; and a note was sent 
to Monmouth stating that, " if he desired to render him- 
*' self capable of mercy, he must place himself in the 
" custody of the secrelaiy, and resolve to disclose wbat- 
" ever he knew, resignhig himself entirely to the royal 
" pleasure J." The duke oheyed ; he was introduced to 24. 
the two brothers ; to his father he protested on his knees 
that he was innocent of any design asainst the royal life, 
but confessed and condemned the part which he had 
taken in the disloyal plans and practices of the conspi' 
rators; then turning to bisunola, he acknowledged him- 
self guilty of many oltences against him, solicited ibr- 
giveneas. ami promised that, if James should survive the 
king, he himself would be the fii^t man to draw the 
sword in defence of his right whenever occasion might 
, require. He subsequently confirmed the truth of lord 
Howard's, testimony with the exception of one unim- 
portant particular, named the chief persons on whom the 
conspirators depended in Cheshire, Yorkshire, and the 
west, and unfolded the designs of Argyle in Scotland $ . 
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Both Charles and Jame' assuved him of forgiveness and 
favour : the king presented him to the quten, the dulte 

''"''■to the duchess; and as suoii as his confession had been 

^*' eiitorfd in the council-huoli, the proceedings foroullawry 

were withdrawn, and a full pardon was jireparod. To 

add to the benefit, the king sent him a preseiit of 

6,000/.* 

The joy which Monmouth might have felt at this re- 
conciliation was troubled hy the reproaches of his own 
cnjifeiiiiic'w. He had condescended to hecume an in- 
forinur ; lie had purchased his own safety by betraying 
hia ussuriiats ; awd his itifamy had been announi^ed to 
the woild by the publication of his submission and eon- 
SB. fesston in the Gazette. Till he recejvi'd his pardon 
under the great seal, he was silent ; but then, conceiving 
himself free from danger, he began to throw out hints in 
conversation that he had revealed notliing to the king, 
which i«uld be deemed confirmatory of the guilt of those 
who had been brought to trial. This falsehood excited 
the anger of his father, who, at the suggestion of Or- 

Det. mond, required flora him a written contradiction of the 
4 report. He obeyed ; but his letter was deemed evasive, 
j, and Charles gave him another form, composedor at least 
written by himself. In it Monmouth was made to 
assert, " in consequence of reports that he had gone 
about to discredit the evidence in the late trials, that the 
king and the duke knew how ingenuously he had owtied 
the conspiracy, and that, though he was not conscious of 
any design against his mtyesty's life, vet he lamented the 
great share which he b:td in the other part of the con- 
spiracy V Aftei many a pang, and at the earnest 
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solicitation of lord Halifax, he copied lliis form, and ]ire- 
seDted it lo the king ; but the moment he cummiiniraled 
its coiilents to his friends, he was overwhelmeil with re- 
proaches: lord Anglesey sent him wriiten remarks on 
its dangerous tjintlency, and Hampden declai'ed thai he 
considered it as his death warrant. Agilaled by shaTOe Dec 
and remorse, Monmouth passionately demanded back 6. 
the paper from hid ftilher, and Charles, to soothe bis 
feelings, assureil him that it should never be produced 
in any court of Juslice, and advised him to nait a few 
haul's, and think seriously on the consequences of his 
conduct. In the morning he renewed liis demand, and 7, 
the king, having exchanjred it for the original, forbade 
him by. the viGe-chamberlaiii, ever more lo come into 
the royal presence. He retired tohisseat inlbeeounlry, 
where the advice or entreaty of tlie duchess dvew from 
him an offer to retrace his step*, and sign again a similar 
liaper. But it was loo late : Charles instantly rejected 
the proposal *. 

A belief pi-evailed that this conduct of Monmouth 
hastened, perha|:s occa^iiined, the death of Sydney, who 
had petitioned for life, not in the supplicatory tone of a 
criminal conscious of guilt, but with the spirit and dignity 
of an injured man appealing to tbejuslice of hissovereign. 
Charles was thought to waver ; nor did he suffer the 
fatal warrant to be issued, till it was apprehended that 
to spare the life of the prisoner would be to countenance 
the iilw reports circulated by the partisans of Moa- 
moi;th+. On the same day on which the latter was 
.banished fi'om the presence of his father, Sydney was led 
to the scaffold erected on Tower-hill. Never did man 

• Soe IhB kind's OBO narrUlw of the whole pmo^illngio oounofflf Slats 
Tcia1i.li. 1V9;— ID99), lU««uniiiuiliDi»a[ HiimiHleii. lic Jnme. raciin, 
■udiidimel Golfrry (I.. Juuriial, i'.t. KB. aSO SSlii IluUltudc. 3M; 
]aniH,':43: KocHliy, 171; Uuliymple, b4; Cnna'« (tcouiul, <i K<9. I 
Idivs dricrilinl I Lit urourFaiMi Ihr mon nlinili')y, u Ulmiili la dlBplay 

t * Nydiie^i UAi amid not Ibsa have tweD (p^red. but tlint tbe vncf 
"would hwbfen lnleFPrBliid la vracDml IhiDiClie sailKl^clbiilhflduktof. 
•■ MomnDulh liml ^ten itiu king ifiu tfaen wui 11a ccul euuBvlnwr.' Or- 
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face the terrors of death with less pai'iide or gieater in- 
difTerence. He sufiereil no fi'iend Eo acrompany bim ; he 
refused the aid of the ministefs of religion ; and, when 
lie yias aaltetl if he did net intend Ip address the specta- 
tora, he replied, that " He had made his peace with God» 
" and liad nothing to say to man." Having made him- 
self ready, he placed his neck upon the block, and hade 
the executioner perfhrm his duly. 

It was tl)e persuasion of Sydney that eivil liherty 
could Itourish only under a republican govern me nt. 
After the death ol' Charles I. his birth and abilities raised 
him to the hij^hest rank amuiig the parliamentaiy 
leaders : thence by the usurpation of Ciomwell he was 
driven into retirement, where liis promises of patient 
submission could not shield him frum the jealousy aad 
precauttona of the protector. The re-eiitBblisihmeiit of 
the cummonweaUh called him once more into political 
life ; and he was employed on a mission to the court of 
Copenhagen, when Charles II. took posseGsion of the 
throne. Sydney was again prepared Id subiiiit to neces- 
sity : but his avowed hostility to the Stuarts had made 
him an object of more than orlinary aversion • ; and he 
preferred the evil of a voluntary exile to (he disgrace of 
asking pardon of the sovereign. From Ituly he watched 
the progress of events: the war of lb 63 summoned him 
from his retreat ; he tendered his services to theenemies 
of his country, he offered to raise a rebellion in England, 
and he endeavoured to persuade Louis XIV. that it was 
for his interest to re-establish the commonwealth- 
Thoug;h Charles was well acquainted with his intrigues 
and hostility, he afterwards allowed him to visit his 
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fatliei-, the earl of Leicester, (luring the last sickness of 
that nobleman, and ultimately granted him a pardon for 
his past oiletices, a favour which, if we may beheve him, 
" he valued not at a lower rate than llie saving of hia 
" life." But his gratitude soon evaporated, and he em- 
)i1oyed thebeneStagainst thebeuefaotar. Faithful to his 
principles, he entered into every opposition to the govern- 
ment, and the English reformer became the hireling of 
the French ambassador. His apologists have remarked 
that if l)e took the money of France, he still persisted in 
that line of cunduct which he deemed most beneficial to 
his country ; which is much the same as to assert that 
he was mean enough to accept the wages of infamy for 
doin^ the work of righteousness. To bis last breath the 
establishment of his beloved eomraonweallh was the idol 
of his heart, and the written speech which he delivered 
to the sheriff on the scaffold coiicluded with a prayer of 
thanksgiving to God, " that he died for that gnod old 
" cause in wWch he was engaged from his youth, and 
" jbr which Ubd had so often and so wonderfnlly declared 
" himself." This speech the govei'nment was careful lo 
publish, and the concluding para;^raph inflicted on the 
cause of the Whigs an injury, which they were unable 
to repair by tho publication af Sydney's apology, a tract 
dated by him on the day of his death, in which be se 
verely animadverts on the testiniony of lord Howard, and 
on the conduct of the judge*. 

Three of the council of six had paid the forfeit of their 
lives: of the survivors Hampden alone remained in cus- 
tody ; and gainst him the chai'ge of treason had been 
abandoned, and in its place a bill of indictment for a 
misdemeanour had been found. Monmouth, to his sur- 
prise, was served with a subpcena to give evidence on 
the approaching trial : noi could he avail liimself of the 
royal promise that no use shuuld be made of his con-' 
fession; for the king replied that he was released from 

• Sea bQtb the speech nai anolugy ill Stale Trials, ii. 907. 916- Aim 
DaltymplB, App. 56 Slnlo Triola. ii. S66, 267. 
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lent by the breach of c t tl fait 

of his son*. The proceeding open d th t th 

duke to the diiiieullLea in which he h d t 1 d h ra 

self. He suddenly disappeared from 1 U HI 

.,_, bom ; and a few days later he was seen in Zeela d, un 

Y^_' his way to the city of Antwerp. Tlie cliief witness 

6,' against Hampden was lord Howard : but the crown law- 

yeis tool; the opportunily lo fortify iheir fucraei' chart?e 

against Sydney, and proved beyond contradiction the 

mission of Aaron Smith to Scotland, and his return to 

the capital. HampiJen, after a long, and apparently an 

impartial trial, was found guilty, and adjudged to pay a 

fine of 40,0U0{., which, considering his circunuEances, 

was equivalent to a sentence of imprisonment pending 

tbelifeof hiq father t. 

During the course of the year two other individuala, 
April Halloway and Armstrong, suffered death on account of 
"• the plot. Both had fled beyond the sea, and were in 
consequence outlawed. Halloway being apjirehcnded in 
the West Indies, was brought back to England, and 
SO. petitioned for mercy. The benefit of a trial, which was 
offered, he refused, and suffered death on the outlawry, 
confessing his participation in Iho design of insur- 
rection, iiixt not in that of assassination J, The other, 
sir Thomas Arrastrong, had been taken by the civil 
authorities at Leyden.and delivered to Chudleigh, the 
June English ambassador, at the Haaue. At the bar of the 
]4. King's Bench he demanded a trial, founding his claim 
on the statute of the 6tb of Edward VI„ which gave to 
the outlaw for treason, if he resided beyond the sea, the 

• i-.rt,.'. n™.„nfl u 533. Stale Trills, 1017. 

-136. Uhm tie «<iii]i1dIii(J Ihit Ibe fiae wu 
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right of tiiiverstQg the indictment, piovided he yielded 
himself » tliB chief justice within the teim of one le^r 
from theAaleof theuutUwiy IJutJtftiej a replied that, 
though the term was not e\pired, his case <.aine nut 
within t)ie statute The iavour nas gianted oaly to 
those outlaws, who, being at lar^e iii loreign lands, 
spontaneously sunendered themuehes to tiial, foi the 
purpose of proving their innocence. But he »as not at 
large. He was a pusonei he came not of his own 
will ; he was brought there by fiiiee to suffer the punish- 
ment of hiscrime. Armstiong still insisted heclaimed 
as his right tlie benefit of the law ; to whirh Jeffreys had 
the barbarity to reply ; " And (he benefit of the law you 
" shall have, by the grace of God. See that execution bo 
" done on Friday next aceordins; to law." Why, it may 
be asked, was that grace refused to Armstfong which 
had been offered to Halloway ? The former had sinned 
more deeply. In return for the royal favoui-, which ho 
formerly enjoyed, he had sold himself to the French 
ambassador to oppose the government of hia benetaetor, 
he had been the adviser of Monmouth in his undutjful 
conduct to his father, and had proved one of the most 
active and dangerous agents in. the kte conspiracy, 
Charles resented his. ingratitude, and refused to listen to 
any represeniation in his favour. On the scaffold Arm- 
strong imitated lord Russell, Theehaige of designing j 
to assassinate the king, and to change the form of 20, 
government, he denied in the strongest terms; on the 
minor charge of insurrection he said nothing, and his 
silence was considered equivalent to an avowal*. 

The dtscovcry of the plot, and the subsequent punish- 
ment of ihe conspii'ators, had completed the triumph of 
the court. The Whigs relived tirom the contest ; the 
liberal principles of government, which they advocated, 
were excluded from general conversation ; the duty ot 
passive obeilience was inculcated at the bar, on the bench, 
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and from the pul|jit; and addresses were daily presenUd 
to the throne, expressive of the flimest attaobment to the 
ros'al person, and of uiiliounded submiaaion to the royal 
will. After a lonfj; and hazardous slru^gle, ths ting 
found himself invested with almost absolute power by the 
BjMinlaneoos declarations of his subjects ; and he was 
careful to cultivate and improve the change, by grati- 
fjinff them in a point which they deemed of the first 
importance to the safety of their religion. His brother 
ivas a catholic ; but it was not probable that he could 
survive the king many years, and his presumptive heir, 
the princess Mary, had been educated a proteslant and 
married to a prulestant. To add to this security Charles 
had insisted that her sister, the princess Anne, should 
also be bred in the pratestunt faith, and he now resolved 
to give to lier a proteatant husband. For this purpose 
he setei-led Geoige ihe brother to the king of Denmaik 
His religion coubtituted ibe sole merit of that prince 
but the announcement of the kin£;s ii (ention give 
universal satisticlion and the nuptiah ^ere celebrati-d 
with the applause and (on^iatulation of the wholo 

Cbailes enjoyed uninterrupted tranquillity duiing the 
remainder of his reign. Relieved from the constant 
assaults of a powerful faction, he employed liis attention 
in strengthening his power, and in guiding the opposite 
parties which sprung up among his own ministers. 1. In 
the course of time several boroughs, by the exercise 

• I shnnM fbapK noMce Ihe aW'ie frosl M llw hegiiimnH of 169*. On 
IheSAihurJnniiari' ^valyn nUtei ihus : "Thefinstniniluura^oiuiF and 
BHro ii^Teip, tl'e Tlinniea hutiat LubdoEi was ptiU lilnbied ikhli booLha iq 
t^,Tmal itTi?«ta,EiU aiMts iif IIiulBa and eliom nirnlBhed ami hdl at eom- 
iilv<IJlke9,titflDbfApr]DllDgptHB..,..Cd[U:J>p»pll(^ bam Wni1Ellll«ler ID 
lli« T«iii1ila>Aiull)iHa Mneial Iftlier Bliun to Hnd IhiiiBiH theatremi, alids, 
alldluif wltliikalflt,-* haU-btlilnff, bont- aiidQ«wlinc«ipnp|Mt pliiygund . 
iQLi'Fluileq,«>iikB,tipliii«,uidfitlierl£Wdp]ncBB,fli>tliaLit Brtmifdlo be m 

lloccbmiHllpD irlumpli or cariiivpil on Oii- wnier Loitdun, by reown ot 

lUa «i™ssi>B coldneB or tlK ail UlndeiliiK Uip uiwnl of (he aiurjke, w<ii to 
ailed Willi lUliiiirwui ttwnof the le-i-coti. tliet liurdly could on.! »e cron 

(ilHliiKled'tbebreuL-' Brelyn, iil. 109. 
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of those exclusive privileges which had been conferred 
oil ihem by ancient grants from the crown, hn.d grown 
ink) nesls or asylums of pulilic malefactors, and on that 
account were presented as nuiaances by tlie grand jurors 
at the county assizes. Writs of quo warranto were 
issued : the corporations thought it prudent to submit ; 
and the old were replaced by new charters, which while 
they preserved to the inhabitantsthemore useful of Iheir 
former liberties, cut off the great source of the evil by 
giving to the county magistrates a concnrcenl jurisdiction 
with Ibose of tlie borough. But the reformation of abuse 
was quickly made the pretext forincroasing the influence 
of the crown ; and the success with which this was 
efTeeled, in a few instances, excited a wish of extending 
the alteration to every part of the country. Hitherto, 
for several years, the "Whigs had possessed in many 
places the power of returning individuals of their own 
party as members of pai'liainent : by the new charters 
an adverse interest was established in each borough, and 
the choice of representatives was conitned to persons 
attached tu the court. On this account the inducements 
of promises and threats were held out to corporations, to 
prevail an them lo part with their ancient privileges ; 
every surrender of a charter was received with jxpres- 
sions of gratitude by the ministers ; and the persons who 
bad been instrumental in procuring such surrenders re- 
ceived assurances of favour and reward. Of these Jef- 
freys, as he was the most eminent in ollice, hec n e 
inost distinguished by his success. When he pa ed 
from court for the northern circuit, Charles g h m 
publicly a ring from his fliiger; notice of the 
was published in the Gazette ; and the hope o p fi g 
by the influence of so distinguished a favourite e e 
corporate bodies, whom he addressed, to submit mp y 
to ills suggestions. Neither had the boroug n h 
reason to complain. By the renewal of thei a 
they lost no franchise which it was reasonable h ley 
should reta.iu ; many acquired rights which they did not 
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previously possess : b\it iadividuals suffered, because the 
exercise uf authority van restricted to a smaller number 
of Ijurgesse?, and Ihese, according to custom, were in the 
first instance named by the crown. The surrender and 
renewal of chaitera conlinued to the end of this, and 
during great pait of the next reign *. 

2. At the same time a succession of prosecutions at 
the instance of government intimidated and silenced its 
adversaries. Some persons were brought to trial fur 
seditious or slanderous words, several for the publication 
of libels; Biaddon and Speke for a conspiracy to fasten 
on the royal brothers the guilt of the murfer of Essex ; 
and Dutton Colt and Titus Oates for scandcUum mag- 
natum against the duke of YoJk. That these men were 
guilty of the offences imputed to them cannot be dis~ 
guised : but in many cases the punishments inliicted of 
line ami the pillory were unjustiRably severe; and it 
would liave been more magnanimous in the duke to have 
despised the habitual slander of two miscreants, than (o 
have them immured in prison in consequence of the 
damages awarded to him to the amount of IOI),l}00^. 
The lust prosecution of consequence was that of Rosewell, 
^Q,_a dii^senting minister, for the olTence of high treason. 
18. The jury fiiund him guilty : but a doubt existed of the 
27. credit due to the witnesses ; and, as Jeffreys counte- 
nanced his objections agunst the accuracy of the indict- 
ment, the king granted him a full pardont. 
Jan. 3 Five years had elapsed since the committal of the 
23. eailofDanby and the catholic loids to the Tower Of 
the unpaialleled hatd!>hip of their case no doubt can 
exist, but the kmg had hitlieito shrunk from any 
measure which, by reheving them, might levive the 

• Nonh t&i-eOJ BulatTudB S89 Ediun) IM3 I04G 

+ llKrBiderlvilLll.inrtinBadlnhH«nMnilhfUpBOf JeBl»ji Uie ti>l- 

ttli. M»Bl""™''.hSlk1't'is « l>!ird I B ™lKii mi.D'"ll5nl'/h«vrc^u»t to 
"norliiHiviiinjiBeieiaMininluiionoiUi." Bute Trials, ». B67. 
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i;l am our of his enemies; and prudence taught the judges 
not lo interfere wilh the jurisdiction of thu high court of 
parliament. Now, however, the ascendencj of ihe Tories 
Geemed to be flrmlj established; tlie death of lord PeEre, 
whose constitution sunk under the rigour of a long con- 
finement, awaliened the compassion of the public* ; and 
Charles signified his irish that some expedient niight be 
devised for the relief of the survivors. For some time 
the question was kept in suspense by the arts of those 
whose ambition feared that Danby, were he restored to 
liberty, might recover his former influence with the king-, 
and supplant them in the cabinet. But his conduct with 
respect to the revelations of Oates had alienated both the 
royal brothers ; nor would it have been decorous to give 
the administration of aOairs to a man under impeach- 
ment by the house of eonamons. The opposition gradu- 
ally wore away : on (he last day of term the earls of 
Danby and Fowls, and the lords Arundel and Belasyse, 
were brought by writ of Ao&eas cocjOTi* before the court 
of King's Bench; the judges severally deliveted theirpeb. 
opinions that " in justice and conscience " the prisoners 12. 
ought long ago to have been admitted to bail ; and each 
was discharged, iiaving previously entered into a recog- 
nizance of lU.COO^. for himself, and produced four sureties 
of S,UUU/. each, that he would appear at the bar of Ihe 
house of lords in the next session of parliament, and not 
depart without the permission of that court +. 

4. The power of the lord privy seal had been an the 
■wane ever since the return of the duke of York. His 
successful efforts against the bill of exclusion dcsened 
the gratitude of that prince; but the memory of the 
benefit had been obliterated by his subsequent conduct. 
Halifax had suggested and advaca(ed the ililferent ex- 
pedients lo deprive the duke of power, if he came to the 
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throne, had advised hisbanishraont, andhadatrenuously 
opposed liis recall. But thai, which James resented atiU 
more keenly was his recenl intrigue in favour of Mon- 
moulli, and his perseverance \a the attempt to reeoncile 
the father snd i^ati, even after the fresh disobedience and 
flight of the latter*. Hence, to fortify himself against 
the dislike of James, the wily statesman resolved to 
advise the calling of a parliament. It would be a 
popular measure at a moment when the national jealousy 
had been aroused by the new aggressions of the French 
king on the Spanish Netherlands ■!■ ; and he represented 
to Charles that had he summoned a parliament on the 
discovery of the Rye-house plot, iheloyally of the people 
would have returned a house of commons anxious to 
meet all his wishes ; that it was not yet too late ; for the 
flame still continued lo burn, though it was insensibly 
wasting away ; that the in teiral allowed by the triennial 
act had already expired ; and that delay would disap- 
point the expectalionof (he people, disappointment might 
breed discontent, and discontent would lead to the revival 
of the popular party. But the very name of parliament 
sounded gratingly in the ears of a monarch wlio con- 
trasted bis present tranquillity with the disquiet, alarm, 
and exasperation which he hod so often endured from 
that assemlily; and instead of yieldin:; to the reasons 
adduced by the minister, he accepted his very courtly 
offer, of sacrificing hisown opinion to the pleasure of his 
sovereign, and of making it his study to invent some 
eKcuse, which should satisfy the minds of the people 1. 

James at first appeared to take no part in the conduct 
of government; by degrees he was re-established in his 
foi-mer pre-eminence. His services in the office of lord 
high admiral had always been acknowledged ; and the 
indolence, or incapacity, or corruption of those by whom 
he was succeeded had become a subject of popular com- 
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plaint. Charles dissolved the commission, and placed May, 
tile wliole buaiiieKS of the admiralty under the control of U. 
his biother ; but, to shielil him irora the penalties enacted 
by the lest act, exercised the office himself, signing all 
those papers to which the aignatute of the Inrd high 
admiral was requu^d*. The approbation with which 
this arrangeoient was received encouraged him to go a 
step farther. He felt himself strong enough to set the 
test act at deSance ; and introducing his brother into the '°' 
council, bade him take his seat among the members. 
This proceeding, however, excited some murmurs. Even 
the Tories could not discover by what right he liad thus 
of his own authority set aside an act of parliament t. 

Hyde was desevvedly the chief favourite of the duke. 
He had recently been created eai'l of Rochester, held the 
placeof first commissioner of the treasury, and was des- 
tined in the opinion of the court to be raised to the office 
of lord high treasurer. To prevent the elevation of this 
dangerous competitor, Halifax charged him with negli- 
gence or embezzlement; and after a long contest^,,- 
Rochester was removed from the treasury board to the 24, 
office of president of the council, from a post of consider- 
able influence to one of higher honour but comparative 
insigniBoance. He was, in the language of Halifax, 
" kicked up stairs ; " but the royal brothers had a more 
distinguished fttfice for him in view. Desirous to place 
the army in Ireland under the immediate control of the 
crown, they resolved to appoint Rochester lord lieutenant 
of Ireland in the place of the duke of Ormond ; but at 
the same time to separate the military command from 
the civil government, intrusting the latter only lo the 
care of the new viceroy. Rocliesler accepted the offer, 
nor did Halifax object to an appointment which relieved 
him from the presence of a rival %. 

• " Gvnr DIM vas glad of Ibis change, Ihose In the l>le commission 
^IridnfflUlerJvigDuraiiL of their dulj> ti* the greatt darauj(t of Ihenavf." 

4 Baiiuadc, 377. DuIiymplF, GO. Itaiesby.lBI 
tRensby. 18a, Buliuod<,3Ba.3B9. Uuinel.ii. 432, 



dhy Google 



34S 

About the same time an nboi'tiTo attempt was made to 
obtain relief for the catlioUo I d Th p 

Becution of tlie former, Ihougl h d b t (1 1 

did not end witli the reign ollt Of bthd bee 
kept alive by the proidama f tl k t, d 1 

circularof tliearchbishop in 1681 Tl mb f tt se 

wbo during the last five orsj hdb p d 

and convicted of reuusancy. am t d m h d 

To have inflicted on all these th 1 g 1 p 1 w Id 
have demanded udditional pi f ft m t b t 

those who were suffered to c 1 j ) d tl 

liberty only at the caprice pi f 1 a;h 

bours, paid tor the benefit bj f dp t tl 

inferior officers, and were bj t t t I li 
mads thera feel as prisoners 1 h Tb 

disasters, indeed, as long tl Wl Id 
triumphant, bad been Epared fid I 

iliai'jes; but. when victory I ed t h t li y 

became equally obnoxious lo 1 nhod y f 1 
(juerors, and were made to s IF th pe It Id 

against recusants, and the 1 q t f Is. 

A measure of relief for both 1 w w d sed 

at least patronized by the dk fYk h th ghh 
probably felt more for the sutTenngs of men of his own 
fuith, suiterings chiefly inflicted on his own account, had 
constantly assured the dissenters of his abborrence of all 
penal laws on matters of conscience. According to a 
preconcerted plan, Jeffreys, who bad lately been admitted 
into the council, placed one morning on the table a huge 
mass of papers. They were, he said, rolls of the names 
of convicted recusants, which he had collected during 
tiie last circuit; the gaols were crowded with thera to 
gufibcation ; it would be an act of mercy to restore these 
prisonej's for conscience' sake to air and liherty. and on 
that account he recommended the subject to tbe roynl 
consideration. Along pause ensued: the silence was 
broken by North, the lord keeper, who, aware of tbe real 
inclination of the king and hie brother, sought to defeat 
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) without giving offence. Among the re- 
cusants were, he observed, many nonconformists, men 
hostile by princijile to the moiiarchj'. If it wore wished 
to show favour to any of the catholic recusants, it mi^ht 
be June hy particular pardons ; but a general pardon 
would set at uasa the king's enemies no less llun his 
friends, and free a turbulent and seditious class of sub- 
jects from the wholesome restraint of the laws. When 
he had done, a second pause occurred; and the council 
passed to other business of the day ; but the slumbering 
zeal of the bishops was awakened by this dangerous 
attempt, and they were careflil to inculcate in charges 
to the clergy (he duly of presenting all the recusants in 
their respective parishes, whether they were pratestants 
or catholics*. In one respect, however, the king fol- 
lowed his own inclination. He granted their lives to d^c, 
several catholic priests, under sentence of denih for SB- 
having taken orders in the church of Romo, and sent 
them out of the kingdom -h. 

Halifax could not conceal from himself the rapid 
decline of his influence. He was still, indeed, consulted, 
but chiefly on matters connected wiih his office Charles 
continued to speak ta him with kindness, and gave him 
assurances of favour, but, as he significantly observed, 
" Thoufrh he knew what the king siid to him, he knew 
not what he might say to others." His sole reliance 
was on the renewal of that intrigue, which had been 
broken by the obstinacy of Monmouth ; he again under- 
took to supplant the duke of York by reconciling the 
king and liis son, a task the sole difficulty, of which arose 
in his judgment not from disinclination on the part of 
the father, but from his unwillingness to embroil himself 
with the duke of York. With this view Halifax advo- 
caied the cause of the exile in priiate, and supported 
his hopes by letters and messages. Monmouth had re- 

• LibarNurlb,S35. EBlph.flai. MS. papm in my poisesiUm. 
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tired to Brussels, whence, after some stay, he proceeded 
to Holland, In Brussels he was treated hy De Grana, 
tbe Spanish ^vernor, and in Holland by tbe prince of 
Orange, as if they were anxious to secure his fiicndsbip. 
He ate at their tables; their tioops were oiiiered lo 
receive him with military honours; and provision was 

July carefully made for his wants and pleasures. The prince 
&• invited him to hunt at Diren ; and at the EaKue the 
princess paid the most marked attention lo his mistress, 
the lady Harriet Wentworth, only daughter and heiress 
of the earl of Cleveland. It was in vain that Che duke 
of York complained to his daughter and her husband in 
no very measured terms of their conduct, and that Charles 
remonstrated in person to the foreijfn ambassadors in 
England, and by his envoys to tbe prince, the States, 
and the Spanish government. The usual reply was, that 
foreigners knew nothing of any real offence whieii Mon- 
moulb might have eommitKni. It was enough for them 
that he was tiie king's son : the attention which Ihey 
paid to him in this capacity grew out of the respect 
whicb they entertained for his father*. This answer, 
however, could not explain the obstinacy with which 
they persisted in the same conduct after repealed ex- 
postulations on tbe part of Charles ; the truth ^Tas that 
they gave no credit lo the assertion of his displeasure ; 
they had received private assurances that " he loved 
" Monmouth as his own eyes," and that he was gratified 
with those demonstrations of respect to him, which might 
serve to relieve tbe tedium of his banishment ; and they 
persuaded themselves that, when the exile should bo 
publicly restored to Ikvour, they should reap the benefit 
by a change of counsels with respect to the foreign 

Oct. policy of England t. At length, Van Citters, the Dutch 

• D'Av,rijL.iii.S2; iT.8.17.Ee.43.59, Dalrj-niplB.56.57. Bulslroda 
376, 377. 33* 3SU. 

t-"nicmsrq»ii>i)eGn.na told me. he knew from whence Itie king'B 
" di.pieasuK came i that it was tlie duke of Votk. »Uo ..as 111* Kraal 
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ambassador, at the request of Charles, repaired to the 
Hague ; a new, Imt in al! probability a counterfeit nego- 
tialion ensued ; the prince appeared to submit (o the 
pleasui^ of his uncle, and Monmouth departed under the 
pretence of tetumiog to Brussels. But he soon disap-jjoy^ 
peared, came privately to England, hadasecretinterview 30. 
with his father, and went back to the Hague with a 
promise that within three months he should he publicly 
received at court, and the duke of York be banished in 
hig turn Into Flanders or Scotland*. Witli his visit to 
England, and bis clandestine correspondence with Hali- 
fax, James was perfectly acquainted ; but of the king's 
promise he probably knew nothing. Charles had re- 
quested him to go and hold a parliament in Scotland, to 
which he had assented, looking on the proposal as afresh 
proof of the friendship and confidence of bis brother 1-. 

Concurrent with this intrigue there existed another, 
which had for its object the disgrace of Halifax himself. 
In council he had advised the king to give to the Eng- 
lish colonies in America local legislatures in imitation of 
that in the mother country ; and in support of his argu- 
ment had expatiated on the superiority of a representa- 
tive over a despotic government. His words were noticed 
by his adversaries, who insinuated to the king, that the 
old leaven slill fermented in his breast ; that he still 
cherished antimonatchical principles ; and that he was 
a dangerous man to be trusted with so important an 
office as that of the privy seal. Charles liaiened, or 
appeared to listen, to these suggestions; they were 
repeated by the duke of York, the duchess of Ports, 
mouth, and lord Sunderland ; and s 
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obtained that on the first fitting opportunity the obnoxi- 
ous rjinister sliould be removed from office, if he did ijot 
previously retire ofhis own aciMrd *. It in probable that 
the kins' equally disseinhled with both parties. He 
Buffered their intrisiues, cajoled tbem with the hope of 
victory, promised to the duke the dismissal of Halil'as, 
to Halifax the banishment of the duke: and thus, by 
abusing their credulity, purchased for himself a momen- 
tary relief from disquietude, and removed toa future and 
uncertain day the task of deciding between their con- 
Hicting claims and recriminations. 
1685. -riiat day, however, be was not destined to see. On 

2 Monday, the second of February, after a feverish and 
restless night, he rose at an early how. To his at- 
tendants he appeared drowsy and absent : his gait was 
unsteady, his speech embarrassed. About eight, as ho 
walked across the room to his chair, be fell on the floor 
in a state of insensibilityi with bis features strongly cod< 
vulsed. It fortuned that two physicians were within 
call, of whom one, who had practised as a surgeon, in- 
stantly opened a vein. The blood flowed freely : the 
most stimulating remedies were subsequently applied t, 
and the royal patient gradually recovered his conscious- 
ness and the use of his speech. In the evening he 
suiTered a relapse, but une:<pectedly rallied the next 

3. morning, and improved so much in the course of that 
and the following day, that his physicians began to 
cherish the hope of his recovery. But in twenty-four 
hours the prospect changed. The king's strength was 
exhausted ; doses of Jesuits' powder were administered 
without effect; he repeatedly fell into a slate of stupor, 

. and on the fourth evening it became evident that his 
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dissolution was rapidly approaching. The impresEinn 
which these chaiijres itiaile oil the public mind furnishns 
a strong proof that Charles, with all bia faulls, was 
beloviid by his subjects. The announcement of liis 
malady spread a deep gloom over ihe metropolis: the 
repotl of his convalesc«Dce th« nexe day wan received hy 
the citizens with expressions of joy, the ringing ol' bells, 
and numerous bonfires. When at last the danger he- 
came manifest, crowds hastened to the churches to soli- 
cit from heaven the health of their sovereign ; and we 
are assured that repeatedly the service was interrupted 
by the sighs and sobs of the congregation. In the two 
rayai chapels the ministers succeeded each other in rota- 
tion ; and the prayers were continued every two hours 
till his death*. 

After the first attack, the ruomeat the king recovered 
his speech, he had asked fur the queen, who came im< 
mediately, and continued to wait on him with the most 
^eclionate attention, tiU the sight of his sulTeciogs 
threw iter into fits, and the physicians forbade her to 
leave her own apartment. Interest, as well as affection, 
prompted the duke of York to be present : nor did he 
ever quit the bed-side of his brother, unless it were for a 
few minutes to receive reports concerning the state of 
the city, and to give orders for the niainlenance of tran- 
quillity and the securing of his own succession. In like 
maniier the archbishop of Canterbury and the bishops 
of London, Durham, Ely, and Bath and Wells, were 
constantly in attendance, and one of them watched in 
his turn during'the night in the king's chamber. £ar^ 
on the Thursday morning Kenn, of Bath and Wells, 
seizeil a favourable moment to warn the monarch of his 
danger; and the air of resignation, with which the 
announcement wan received, enconiaged him to read the 
office appointed for the visitation of the sick. When he 
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uamti to the rubric reapecling confession, he paused — 
ODserved that it was a matter not of obligation, but of 
choice — and. receiving no answer, asked whether the 
king repentoil of his offences against the law of God. 
Charles replied in Uie affirmative, and the prelofe hav- 
ing pi'onounoed the usual form of absolution, asked if 
he miglit proceed lo the administration of the EOcrament. 
The king appeared to take no noti™ of the question; 
but Kenn renewed the proposal with a louder voice, and 
Charges replied in a faint tone, that there was still time 
enough. The elements were, however, brought and 
placed on a tMe ; and the question was repeatedly 
asked by the bishop, who could extort no other answer 
from the dying man but that " He would think of it." 

Hitherto the duke of York, though awai'e of his 
brother's secret preference of the catholic worship, and 
reminded of it both by his own wife at the request of tlie 
queen, and by Barillon at the instance of the duchess of 
Portsmouth, had been silent on tlie subject of religion. 
It was not that, as the ambassador suspected, his atten- 
tion was entirely absorbed by the necessity of providing 
for his own succession ; but that he knew not what 
course to pursue in a matter of so much delicacy and 
danger. By law the reconciliation of any individual to 
the church of Rome was an act of high treason; no 
priest could be privately introduced (o the king for that 
purpose, whilst the room was crowded with lords, bishops, 
and medical attendants* ; and to ramove them without a 
plausible reason could only provoke suspicion and in- 
quiry. He had noticed and understood the evasive and 
reluctant language of bis brother to bishop Kenn in the 
morning : and probably indulged a hope that Charles by 
an open and spontaneous declaration would free him 

thnn Iivi^nly (p. DS). Fr»Iu[ lliut lliey h'«iu 6r,, bUhopa, ami Iwenlyfive 
lrm]aundpiivypoiiiicUloIB,p.B64. Headiis Ihil evcij niclit " thare sMS 

•• tlia bed-cbsmLr, tinen gaomt of tli« IH J-ctiBiaber, one aiutbecar)' ind 
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frotn responsibility. In this he was disHppointed ; and 
about siK on seven in the evening;, having niutioiie<I to 
the company to witlidraw to the other end of the apart- 
ment, he knelt down by the pillow of the sick monarch, 
and asked ir he might send for a catholio piiest. " For 
" God's sake do !" was tlie king's neply ; " but," he im- 
mediately added, " will it not expose you to danger?" 
James replied, that he cared not for the danger; and, 
having despatched a trusty messenger in seaJcb oi' a 
priest, stated aloud that the king required alt present to 
quit the apartment, with the exception of the earl of 
Bath, lord of the bed-chamber, and the earl of Fever- 
sham, captain of thesuard: an exception owing to this, 
that, as they were both prolestants, llieir attendance was 
likely to prevent, or to suppress, any sinister reports. 
In a sliort time ChitTenieh conducted Hudieslon— the 
same who had waited on the king at Moseley, after the 
battle of Worcester — through the queen's apartments to 
a private door on the right hand of the bed ; and James 
introduced him to the king with these words; " Sir, this 
"worthy man once saved your life; he now comes to 
" save your souL" The priest threw himself on his 
knees, and offered to the dying monarch ihe aid of his 
ministry. To his inquiries Charles replied that it was 
his desire to die in the communion of the Roman 
catholic ehnrch; that' he heartily repenterl of all his 
sins, and in particular of having deferred his reconcilia- 
tion to that hour ; that he hoped for salvation from the 
merits of Christ his Saviour; that he pardoned all his 
enemies, asked pardon of all whom he hod oll'ended, and 
was in peace with all men; and that he purposed, if 
God should spare him, to prove the sincerity of his re- 
pentance by a thorough amendment of life. Hudleston, 
having received his confession, anointed him, admi- 
nistered the eucharist, and withdrew '. It was desirable 

fiudlestun VHA ftxceptcd out of the MTA of parlhuiwnt asainet prL«tB, and Uiab 
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that the object of liis iisit hliould be concejkd But 
the eyes of all hsjl been filed on the lojil bed cli tni 
ber: the e'crlubion ot the physicians and aiteidanis 
daring three quarteis of an hour awikened suspicion, 
and, aa the furiiie introduction and departure of Hiidle 
ston had been witnessed by tbe queen s altendanl!) and 
chaplains, in a few da)'s the real fact was w'hispered 
throughout the palace*. 

During that night the king suffered at times the most 
distressing pain: but in the intervals between the 
paroxysms his mind was calm and collected, and he epoke 
of his approaching ^eath with composure and resigna- 
tion. The queen by a messenger excused her absence, 
and begged litm to pardon her any offence which she 
mi^ht hiive given. " Aias, poor woman I'' he exulaimeil, 
" she beg my pardon ? I beg hers with all my heart: 
" take back to her that answer.'' About two o'clock, 
looking on the duUe, who was kneeling at the bedside, 
and kissing his hand, he called him the best of friends 
and brothers, desired him to foi^ve the harsh Ireal- 
ment which he had sometimes received, and prayed tlmt 
God inii;ht grant him a long and prosperous reign. The 
name of Monmouth never passed bis lips; but he sent 
t^ixpied, nor did hi 

irhUst lie blmBelf prepuKd tbe Mng to roHfre It, Hndln. p. U. 

tn dun afteiwBrdB (Bobjinple, App. 8tn. HHUestiHi's en 
■■-■ -Vay," B*. 91 ; Jmoffl' Mem. ' — — " 
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prevent it t for, at the requeat ot tbe duke, tb^ bad wlthdravD Into tbe anti- 
chamber, vbere Ifaey could hnow nothlOK of tlie aamaf: uid k™dB of Hodles- 
tcin by liie baclc Qt&tte of the queeu^a aparlment. " Chaeun se re};ardult 
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foi his other illegitimate Eons, recom mended them to 
Jaines, and, drawing eacli lc> him by the hand, succes- 
sively gave them his blessing. At this sight one of the 
prelates observed that the kin^', the Lord's anwnted, was 
the oumaion father of all his subjects; every one pre- 
sent instantly threw himself on his knees, and Charles, 
being raised up, pronounced a blessing over them. He 
then expressed a hope to his brother that " poor Nelly 
" (Gwyn) would not be left to staive," recommended the 
duchess of Cleveland to his protection, and spoke warmly 
in favour of the duchess of Portsmouth*, who migiit, ha 
feared, on account of lier political conduct, incur the 
resentment of his successor. Thus the night passed 
away. About sis in the morning he complained of pain 
iu the side accompanied with a dithcuUy of breathing: 
to remove which eight ounces of blood were taken from 
his aim. Three hours later he lost the faiiulty of speech, Fab. 
and about noon calmly expired t. 6. 

In person Charles was tall and well proportioned, his 
complexion swarthy, his features singularly austere and 
forbidding. He inheiifed fram his father a sound and 
robust constitution, which in his youth he had impaired 
by indulgence, and afterwards laboured to restore by at- 
tention to diet and exercise. In health he was wont to 
purchase at exorbitant prices the secrets of empirics 
but in sickness his goad sense taught him to rely on the 
skill of his physicians. 

The disposition of bis mind presented an extraordi- 
nary contrast to the harsh and repulsive lines traced on 
his countenance. He was kind," familiar, communicative. 
He delighted in social converse, narrated with infinite 
humour J; and, as ho was the first to seize and expose 

•[[ I'n. ton reFomnniiiIee i IS U. le dug de York, avuit de luourir. 
B»U. Fev. 16. MS. 

4 >H iIh nreci'ijiiui ittaeKCft, and Slab, Tincti, SSO: Ellh (Lcrtm 
Brit ieri<>. 111. 333, anil ireuEid >ewil, Lv.Tl-SOl^ and Evelyn lili.136— 
ISi). ltlli<-'».<h.'rcaiuvan'Hutii«(>i.4»4-46l>)wUh llieaeaiiDiorilici, 
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what might bo ridiculous in others, so he never refused 
to join in the liiugh when it was raised at liis own «x- 
pen-a. Parade and caremonr he huW in aversion : to 
act the part of a king was to him a tiresome and odious 
task: and he would gkdly burst from the trammels of 
official greatness, that he might escape to the ease and 
comfort of colloquial farailiariiy. 

With talents, said to be of the highest order, he joined 
an insuperable antipathy to application ; whence it hap' 
pened that, to the scanlj stock of knowledge which he had 
acquired in his youthfiil days, he made but few additions 
in a more advanced age. He sought amusement, and 
displayed taste in planting, gardening, and building; : 
sometimes sohcitude for his health led him to attend 
anatomical dissections, and sometimes a spirit of curi- 
osity engaged him in chemical experiments: but (he 
subject of his favourite study, if study it may be called, 
was naval architecture ; in which he had the credit, not 
only of being a proficient, but of having made some 
valuable improvements. 

Impatient of trouble, and feai'ful of opposition, he 
looked upon the practice of dissimulation as the jfrand 
secret in the ait of reigning. A king, he argued, was 
surrounded by men, who made it their object, as it was 
their interest, to deceive him. His only piotectiou con- 
sisted in the employment of the same weapon ; \l was 
necessary for him to deceive, that he might not be de- 
ceived. But Charles practised this doctrine to an extent 
which marrei his own purpose. Experience taught 
others (o disbelieve him as much as he disbelieved them. 
They distrusted his most solemn promises and assever- 
ations ; they paid no attention to his wbtds, but studied 
his looks to ascertain his real meaning ; and the result 

'■ vu ,o,e.M,wi,eKhe -eif\fLsed to In I'amilmr.itrpo' quick n-is of con- 



Ai tiverybody eLte fboiild b« set 



dhy Google 



A.D, I68S.] HIS CHABACTHa. 357 

repeatedly proved that, in seeking to impose on others, 
he had in reality imposed on no one but himself. 

From the coramencement to the close of iiis reign he 
was the slave of wotnesi : but, though he tolerated tlieir 
caprice, though he submitted to their intritrues, he was 
neither jealous nor fastidious, fraely allowing to them 
that latitude of indulgence which he claimed to himself. 
His example in this respect exercised tlie most perni~ 
eioua influence on the morals of the liighei- classes of liis 
auhjeots. His court became a school of vice, in which the 
restraints of decency were laughed to scorn ; and the 
distinctions which he lavished on his mistresses, with the 
bold front wh ch he e ibled them to put on their infamy, 
held out an encou^ageme^t to crime, and tended to sap 
in youthful h easts tl ose pr nciples of modesty which 
are the best jjua d a s of f nale virtue. There may 
have been other per o Is of our history in which immo- 
rality preva led but none i which it was practised 
with more osleuint on, or b oujrht with it less disgrace, 

Of his pecuniary transactions with the l(in|r of France 
no Englishman can think without feelings of shame, or 
sptiak hut in ths language of reprobation. He may have 
attempted to justify them to his own conscience : he 
may have persuaded himself that he only took the money 
of another for doing that which it was his own duty to 
perform : but it is plain that, from the moment in which 
he became a pensioner, he ceased to be an independent 
agent. The possession or forfuiture of a considerable 
income must necessarily have liad great weight in the 
deliberations of a needy and prodigal monarch. But this 
was not an age of public virtue. We shall look for it in 
vain either in the sovereign or in tlie patriots who op- 
posed him. Both sacrificed at the shrine of the same 
idol — Ihelr personal interest. 

It was tiiepersuasionof Charles that his, political ad- 
versaries sought the re-establishment of a commonwealth, 
theirs that he cherished designs subversive of the liber- 
ties of the subject. These jealouMes, founded perhaps 



dhy Google 



in prejudice more than in hutli, produced their natural 
effect. They leii each party. lo the adoption of measures 
which it ivasnoleasy to justiiy; ihey provoked on ihe 
one side the extortion of charters, forced constructions 
of law, and unwarrantable severity of ju(\};ment from the 
bench : and on the other the false and fiictiouB votes of 
the hoiise of commons, the arbiliary arrests of the iodi- 
viduals called abhorrers, and the disgraceful proceedings 
arising out of the impoBture of Titus Oales. As far as 
regards despotic power, whatever might have been the 
inclination of Charles, he certainly was not the man to 
win it by force. To a prince of his indolent disposition, 
and attached so much to his own ease, the acquisition 
would not appear worth the trouble and the risk of the 
attempt. We are told by one wl!o knew him well, by 
Barilbn, in a confidential despatch to Louis XIV., that 
" he viewed such plans with reluctance ; that he cared 
" not much tbr additional authority; and that in reality 
" his wish was to live at ease, and to improve his teve- 

With respect to his religion, if we believe two noble 
writers who were much in his cnmpany, the rnarquess 
of Halifax and Sheffield dulte of Buckingham, he was in 
fact a deist ; wliile others have i-epresented him as a most 
accomplished hypocrite, who had embraced the catholic 
worship before the restoration, and yet for flve-and- 
twenty years held himself out to his subjects as an or- 
thodox prolestant. Each of these assertions is incorrect. 
Charles never abandoned the belief of Christianity, nor 
was he ever reconciled to the church of Rome before the 
eve of his death. If we compare his proceedings in con- 
sequence of the secret treaty of 1670 with hia subsequent 
conduct in relation to his brother, whom he sought, with 
the aid of the bishops, to recall within the pale of tho 
establishment, and in relation to his nieces, whom be 
took from their father that they might be educated in 

• rmlij-inpio, App. 1«. 
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the protestanC fuitb. and wiiam he married to protestanta 
that he miglit secure a succession of protestaiit princes, 
we shall perhaps come to tlie conclusion that for ths 
greater part of his veign lie looked ou I'eligioti as a poli- 
tical question, and cared little to which of the two 
churches he mi^lit belong. It is true that afterwards, 
in 1633. he gave tu the subject more attentive delibera- 
tion* ; yet even then he did no more than deliberate, and 
never came to a decision till he learned from his physi- 
cians that in a few hours he would cease to live- 
In conclusion it may be praper to remarli that during 
his reign the ai'ts improved, trade met with encourage' 
ment, and the wealth and comforts of the people in- 
creased. To tliis flourishing state of the nation wo must 
attribute the acknowledged fact, that, whatever were the 
personal failings or vices of the klnt;, he never forfeited 
the love of his subjects. Men are always ready to idolize 
the sovereign under whose sway they feel themselves 
happy. 

Chai'les left no issue by his queen, Catherine of 
Portugal. Of his illegitimate children he acknow- 
ledged James dulte of Monmouth, l>y Lucy Walters; 
Charlotte countess of Yarmouth, by Lady Shannon ; 
Charles duke of Southampton, Henry duke of Grafton, 
Georne duke of Notihumberland.andChai'lotte countess 
of Lichflelil, by the duchess of Cleveland; Charles duke 
of St, Albans, by Eleanor Gwyn; Charles duke of 
Richmond, liy the duchess of Portsmouth ; and Marv 
countess of Derwentwoter, by Mary Davies. 
• Junes CUein(ii[s),L 736. 
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Note (A), Page 34. 
The lelters patent hy which Louis XIV. granU the 
domain of AiiMgni to Mademoiselle de Qaermiaille, 
aitd after her to one of the illegitimate sons of Charles 
II., to be named by that prince- 

LooiB, paf 1ft [tvace de dieu roi de France et de Na- 
varre, i tous prSsena et i venir, aalut. La terre d'Au- 
bigai-Bur-Ni^re, d»na notre province de Berri, avant 
Stfi doiinfie (16s Tannfie 1 422, jiar le roi Cliaclea VII ., 'run 
de DOS pr^dSte^taeurH, k Jean Stuart, comnie une marque 
des grands et contiidfrables services qu'il aioitren<!us 
dans la guerre k ce roi et sa couronne, et cette donatiou 
ayant 6,i acconipagn6e de condition que lailite lerre 
d'Aubii^ni passerait de mSle en mfile & tuus lesdeacend- 
ans dudit .lean Stuart, avec reversion i notre couronne 
lorsque la bfanche masculine qui aeroit venue de lui se- 
Tult £teinte. re ras ptirt^ par lesdites lettres de dunation 
est arriv6 I'annSe deniifire, par la mort de notre cousin 
le due de Ricbemont, dernier de la ligne maEiculine dudit 
Jean Stuart. Mais, parceque eetle terre ayant 6t6, du- 
rant tant d'ann^es, datis une maison qui aioit I'honiieur 
d'appartenir de si prk a notre Ircls-cher et tr^-aim^ 
frSre k rai de la Grande-Bretagnc, ledit Roi nous auroit 
fait t^-tnoigner qu'il seroit hien aise qu'il cette cansid£ir7 
ation nous voulusfiuna bien la tuire passer iL une per- 
Bonne qu'il affeotionneroit, et rentrer api'^a elle dans une 
maiso^i qui fdt eiieore unie par le Ban,^ k la aienne ; qu'4 
ce suJHt i\ nous auroit fait requerir que nous vuulussions 
bien accordL-r nos lettreiidedonarion de ladite terre d' Au- 
biuuisur-Nifire a la dame .... do Koroutl, duchess© de 
Portsnioutlt, pour pa-ser nprAs sa mort a tel des enfans 
naiurels de notre frere le roi de La Grande-Bretagne qu'il 
vol.. III. SI 
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VQudra nnrnmer, sous les mSmes clauses et conditionM 
que la mSme terre fut premie rement denude pur 1e Koi 
Charles VII. en 1422 au susdit Jean Stuart, et que la- 
dile terre Slant pass^e a tel fils naiurel dudii Roi de la 
Grande- Bretague qu'il aura voulu notnmer, elle demeure 
audit HIe nuturel, et k ses descendans de m&\e en mSle, 
avec droit <Ie reversion k notre couronue. au (l£faut d'en- 
fans mSles et par rextinotioii de !a liifne masculine, qui 
seroit sortie de lui, Comme nous embrassons avec plai- 
sir les occasious qui se pre^ienteut de doiiner & notre dit 
fr€re le roi de la Cirande-Bretagne des marques de notre 
amitiS el de TextiSme consideration que nous avona pour 
ce qu'il dSsire, et que dous avons aossi bien agr^able 

au'une terre qui £loit demeur£e durant taut d'annSes 
ans une maison si illuiitre, retoucne en quelque sort ii 
son ori;;ine en passaut un jour entre les mains d'un liU 
naturiil de notre dit frSre, nous avons bien voulu dis- 
poser de ladite lerre d' Aubigni en la maiii^re que nous 
avons ^tS requis par notre susdit frSre le roi (te la 
Grande-BretBgne. 

A ces causes, savoir fiiisons que de notre grace sp«- 
ciiile, pleine puissauce, et autorit£ royale, nous avons h 
kdite dame . . . . de Kerouel. duches-s de Portsmouth, 
ct aprSs elle k celui des fils naturels de noire dit fr^re le 
roi de la Grande-Bretazne qu'il nommera, et au\ de- 
Bcundans mSlea en ligne directe dudit iils natural, donn^, 
c6dh, transport^, et dglaissS, donnons, eSdons, trans- 
portons, et dMaissons par ces prisentes si^n^ de notre 
main, le fonds et propriStfi de la terre d^ubif,'ni, avec 
tousefun cbacun ses droits, appartenances et depend- 
ences, pour en jouir et user par ladite duchesse, et apr£d 
son Afi.vii celui das fils naturels dudic roi de la Grande- 
Brelasna ^u'il nommefa, et les desceadans mSles en droit 
li^ne dudit 61s . na turd, comme ds leur propre chose et 
luyate acquit, tout ainsi qua noua ferions, sans aucune 
chose en retener et rfiserver i nous et a nos succesaeui's 
voU, que les fui et honimage, ressort et souverainet6, k 
condition toutefois que ladile turre d' Aubigni, avec ses ap- 
parteuances et depen dances, letoarriera i notre domaine 
au del'aut des males desceiidans en droits ligne du His 
naturel qui aura 6t6 nominfi par Ic susiiit roi de la 
Grande-Bretagne. 
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Si donnons en mandement k noa amfs et iSwix les 
gene tenant notre cuur de I'urlement et i^linmbre de nus 
cuDiptes & Paris, que ces pi'^i^ntes lettres de don ils les 
aienl 3 enregistrer, et du conlenu en iueiles faiie jouir 
et user pleinement, paisiblement el & teujours ladiie 
dame . . . . de Kei'Ouel,diii-hesse de Portsmouth, et aprSs 
elle le tils naturel t|ue ledit rot de la Grande Bretagne 
nommeta, et les dexcendans xuAlen en dculle li«ne dudit 
tils naturel, tessant et faisant cesser tous troubles et 
empSchemens 3. ce contraires. 

Car lei est notre plaisir: et aRn que c« soit chose 
fernie et stable k toujour^, nous avons lait mettre noire 
Eceau il, cerdites pr^senies, sauf en autre chose noire 
droit et I'autrui en loutes. Donne it Saint-Germain en- 
Laje, au mois de Detpmbre, Van de grace 1673„et de 
notre r^gne le trent-unifime, — Lee QiluYreB de Louia XIV. 
Tom. vi. p. 453. 

Note (B), Page IBl. 
On Feb. 11, 1679, Galea, and on Feb. 15, Bedloe, de- 
livered in accounts of tlie ospenaes inciirrud ly them 
" on oLcasicn of the service ol' his majesty and the 

■" kinifilom." It is impossible to read them wjihout 
admiring the effrontery of these men. Qates, an ac- 
knoivludged pauper, had the face to insert the fulluwing 
charfies, "Item, for a watch to present to theareli- 
'■ bishop of Tuom when at Madrid, 8'. \6s.—Jtem, for 
" gloves and knives to present to the rector of St. 
" OmerB, 11. Is, — Item, for books which the Jesuits had 
" itf me, ml. — Money owed to me by the Jesuits, 8ui. — 
" //em. my manuscript of the Alexandrian version of the 
" Septuoginl, which I gave them. iol. — Item, for my 
" expenses from the 17th of June to February 8. 33i)t. 

. " 16«." Makina with several other charges the sum of 
678/. lis. 6a. Bedloe's account is equally curious, but 
move moderate. It amounts only to 213/.— See Brief 
History, iii. 121—124. 
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